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We stand at a remove of only a few short days before the Chag of Purim, and await performance
of the Mitzvah of the day, namely, to come and listen to the Krias HaMegillah publicly. According
to Rashi, Mordechai and Esther wrote the Megillah themselves. Megilas Esther is the final Nevuah
to describe a miraculous event in Klal Yisrael. The Gemara in Yuma, daf Chaf Tes, tells that Esther
depicts the last of all the miracles, and the question is raised: The miracle of Chanukah occurred
subsequently! Why would the Purim story be considered the ultimate of all miracles? The answer
is given "MK Xp 2022 70y, the miracle of Purim is the last to be documented in writing. There
were many prophecies that were uttered during the time of the Bais Hamikdash. Tens of thousands
of Neviim prevailed in Klal Yisrael, yet documentation was only actualized for those prophecies
that were relevant and necessary for the future of Klal Yisrael. The Purim miracle was the last to
be transcribed for us, and its message is imperative for all generations to come.

The Ba’al Shem Tov famously derived meaning from the words xx> 8% 1917 797 X Xpa: If
someone reads the Megilah and intimates that the miracles within happened only in the past,
without connection to the present day, he has not fulfilled his obligation with the reading. His
effort is insufficient. This is because the illumination that burst forth during that original miracle
renews itself each year. Each year, we are beneficiaries of the powerful light of that miracle. We
must not read the Megilah as a historical tome; it as an active, vibrant, and contemporary story, a
miracle for our time, for all time.

We find in the Megila a fascinating categorization, 23 DX 7)1 3771 2°17°2R N2 719917 INOK 205M
MW NRTT 0097 NTAR DR 2P Apn “Queen Esther, daughter of Avichayil, and Mordechai the Jew,
wrote about the enormity of all the miracles, to establish the holiday with this second Purim letter”.

The Megila is called an nax, with the attendant Halachic ramifications and traditional obligations
derived therefrom. As the Shulchan Aruch states in X ,XMPAw 2R 93 373 ™ 7Pvo €0 72°0
D17 MR NRD TuwdY. The concept of an Igeres is essentially a letter, a personal and direct
petition in written form, addressed by one individual and intended specifically for another. A letter
expresses emotion. A letter is a place to raise and share reflections that may have been secreted
away but can be privately revealed to a trusted friend. In the past, when a person wanted to
immortalize his thoughts, he would do so in writing.

Megilas Esther is a letter written with Ruach Hakodesh by Mordechai and Esther. It was a letter
written for the ages, to emphasize to every Jew that even during the times that Amalek threatens
to overwhelm, whether it be the Amalek from without or that of within, we must not despair. We
must actively anticipate Hashem’s imminent rescue, salvation that defies logic, cast in colors of
common circumstance. It is a letter that chronicles the power of unity that our people possess,
revealing the secret that "0°717°77 92 NX 0115 77" is an antidote to all that may threaten us. And it is



a letter that imparts the most important message of all: Even in the worst of times, when the
Shechina of Hashem hides its face, the cry of *1nary nn% *%-x *%-x will restore that unbreakable,
everlasting connection between Hakadosh Baruch Hu and Bnei Yisrael.

And for us? It is our job to come and hear to this letter, the N7 Purim, and to internalize it. We
must remember and never forget the personal message imparted to us by Mordechai and Esther,
and most of all, we must do so from a place of togetherness, in an environment in which we are
nnwa PaTn.

There is no greater and more beautiful Achdus than that of gathering together to learn and to write
Divrei Torah. There is nothing that pulls the heart toward 192°?1 1>P more than 770 *727 7%
X717 Xnnxa. T am ever grateful to my dear friend, R’ Yonatan Kirschner, who has devoted himself
each and every time to this noble cause, with every fiber of his being. In R’ Yonatan’s heart, naax
770 and 87w NATR join together as one, forever inextricable. The results are in your hand.
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In the following example, we will prove that there are many Rishonim that posit that learning
Hilchos Purim has a dual purpose. It encompasses the call to acquire Torah knowledge, and also
serves to remind us of the essential and elemental quality of the day.
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THE HIDDEN MEANING OF THE ROYAL PARTIES OF KING
ACHASHVEROSH

Eliot Jacobowitz

X' 0"IN TR T 01 PPN PIRW TN - ANPW OFNAR' 7 12 IRPIY IR 1Y
X'™T 190 10°1 1Y 001 TRVHIIA ANPW OANAR' T 12 DRPINY DIRW Y77 IRLOY W7 1"V

Introduction: This essay will explore the Parties (Mishtaos) that were held by King Achashverosh
of Persia as described in Chapter 1 of Megillas Esther (the Book of Esther.)

The focus will be on a mystical level of interpretation of these Parties (“Sod” — see below) and
reveal what these Parties actually represent behind the scenes. The reason for this approach is that
Megillas Esther is the most extraordinary Sefer in Tanach, and as such lends itself to a mystical
interpretation beyond the simple meaning of the text.

THE ETERNAL NATURE OF THE BOOK OF ESTHER (MEGILLAS ESTHER)
A central feature of the joyous celebration of the Yom Tov of Purim is the festive reading in shul
of that most remarkable Megillah (scroll), Megillas Esther, a work that was written with Divine

Inspiration wmpn mA2.

The Gemara states (Talmud Bavli Megillah 7b)* 79mx3 wnpi m12 anox - The Book of Esther was
written with Divine Inspiration (Ruach HaKodesh.)

Megillas Esther is the paradigm of a super-charged version of wmpn mn.

! A note on Tractate Megillah page 7b - Esther 1:5 is a key Passuk (verse) in the Megillah as it
introduces the second Mishteh (Party) of Achashverosh, a Mishteh that Chazal tell us featured
Jewish participation, and which lasted for exactly 7 days.

As elucidated by the Ksav Sofer (the son of the Chasam Sofer,) the Jewish participation in this
Party is inferred from the mention of the word nation (“Am”) in Esther 1:5. The word “Am” has a
gematriya (numerological) value of 110, the age of Yosef HaTzadik at the time of his passing in
Egypt. The Jews became a nation (“Am”) as a result of Yosef’s years in Egypt.
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The Chasam Sofer, in his Drashos (homilies) of Zayin Adar — the 7th Day of Adar, makes a
remarkable statement:
WIPA M0 DAY R2? TNV ART? 207NV WIRT M0 21272 17020 WP M2 2210577 2°21N3 9190 92 1
X7 2°N272 0°71902 12 RY1D PRI 12 721772 NMIXYDIY R?D1 WIPA 112 2021w INAR N2°AN 1907 PN X112 KW

.

To paraphrase his words above: the Books of Tanach, all written with Divine Inspiration, will all
be annulled in the future, apart from Megillas Esther.

This Book (Megillas Esther) is extraordinary and beyond any other book in Tanach.
The Talmud Yerushalmi (Megillah Chapter 1:5) makes this point crystal clear:

TR 5"awn YL PNV 1R 770 °719°0 WM 20207 PTNY 22210071 2R3 AR 1A 7 P aw a9
51Y2°% PNV PR NIDYM NOR NN AR

“All the Books of Tanach will be annulled in the future (owing to a stronger “illumination” at that
time) — apart from the Torah itself — and the Book of Esther”.

Megillas Esther will never be annulled; it is as eternal as the Torah itself.

Astonishingly, the Chasam Sofer additionally asserts in a bold statement that Megillas Esther is
on some level even higher than the Torah itself!

TAXYA TWITPI 1PNINA 72931 173 N Wan RIT 29302 219377 WITR IR 19IN2

Since Megillas Esther is on such as an incredibly lofty level, it can thereby be interpreted in each
of the four modes that the Torah itself is interpreted in, “Pardes.” Pardes (literally an Orchard)

is additionally an acronym for: 1) P’shat (simple meaning), 2) Remez (hints), 3) Drush
(expositions;) and 4) Sod (secret, mystical, esoteric.)

Regarding the Mishtaos, much has been written in the first three modes of Pardes (i.e. P’shat,
Remez and Drush). There are many classic general commentaries on Megillas Esther, including
such luminaries as Rashi, Ibn Ezra, Yosef Lekach, Rema, Maharal, Malbim etc.

There are fewer commentaries focusing on “Sod,” however. Before we get to the “Sod” of the
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Parties, it is appropriate to begin with the P’Shat.
BACKGROUND: THE MISHTAOS IN ESTHER 1 - AL DERECH HA-PSHAT

The entire first chapter of Megillas Esther details the Mishtaos (Parties) of Persia. Mishteh derives
from the root inw — to drink; there is a lot of drinking going on at these Mishtaos.

There are actually three Parties described in Chapter 1 of Esther. King Achashverosh’s two
Mishtaos are related in Esther 1:1 — 1:8, a total of eight Pesukim? vs. Queen Vashti’s Mishteh for
the women as related in Esther 1:9-1:12, half as many (4) Pesukim as for the first two Mishtaos.

Apart from numerous Meforshim (biblical commentators) offering various explanations as to why
there were any Mishtaos at all and how the Jews specifically were involved in and sinned at the
second Mishteh, detailed explanatory particulars of the Mishtaos are recorded in Talmud Bavli
(Megillah 12a,) Talmud Yerushalmi and Midrash Esther Rabbah.

The Mishtaos clearly set the stage for the subsequent chapters in Megillas Esther and hence are
indisputably an essential part of the story.

While the basic facts of the Mishtaos are fairly straightforward, one interesting point of contention
is a dispute between the Amoraim Rav and Shmuel as to whether or not the second Mishteh of
Achashverosh of a seven day duration was a part of (according to Shmuel) or separate from
(according to Rav) the first Mishteh of Achashverosh, which lasted for an incredible 180 days.

Side note: interestingly, we encounter this same number (6 months which is approximately 180
days) a little later on in Megillas Esther in relation to both the perfuming and application of
cosmetics in preparation of the women for their presentation to Achashverosh. Both periods were
six months, or approximately 180 days. Think about that amount of time for a party or for
perfuming/application of cosmetics — is it exaggerated just to make a point about the relative
absurdity of the stated timeframe of 180 days, or is it really 180 days?

THE MISHTAOS IN ESTHER 1 - AL DERECH HA-SOD

2 This number of Pesukim (8) describing Achashverosh’s two Mishtaos seems to me to be no
coincidence; the number eight in Judaism represents the supernatural (i.e. that which is above
nature) e.g. eight days of Chanukah, Bris Milah on the eighth day, Shemini Atzeres, Shavuos,
being the first day of the eighth week of Sefiras HaOmer etc.
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With a basic grasp of the Parties themselves, we can now proceed to the “Sod” of the Parties.

Incidentally, it should be noted that on a “Sod” level, King Achashverosh in Megillas Esther refers
to G-d Himself.

There are a number of Peirushim (commentaries) on Megillas Esther Al Derech Ha-Sod that stand
out. Particularly noteworthy commentators in this regard include the Rokeach, the GR”A / Vilna
Gaon (R’ Eliyahu Kramer) in his Peirush on the Megillah B’Derech Ha-Sod and the Komarno, R’
Yitzchok Eizik Safrin MiKomarno in his Peirush on the Megillah, Kessem Ophir.

We will focus our attention on the GR”A and the Komarno (the Rokeach has a similar approach
to the other two commentators.)

Here is the gist of their understanding of the two Mishtaos of Achashverosh B’Derech Ha-Sod,
primarily based on Esther 1:3 and 1:5:

As explained earlier, Megillas Esther will never be annulled; clearly, while the two Mishtaos of
Achashverosh actually did happen historically in Persia as recorded in Esther 1, a deeper
understanding of these two Mishtaos places them well outside the time of their actual occurrence
in Persia — and transports them to the time of the coming of Moshiach.

The GR”A and the Komarno elaborate on this Messianic theme in their own styles but these two
approaches can be summarized as follows: the Mishtaos in Megillas Esther are a preview / foretaste
(Poel Dimyoni) of the Seudas Livyasan (Feast of the Leviathan) and the Shor HaBar at the time of
Moshiach!

Given the disparity between the actors at either end of this long historical period, at first blush this
may seem counter-intuitive or even illogical. However, this is the reality B’Derech Ha-Sod.

Let’s now take a closer look at the individual approaches of these two Torah Giants.

THE GR”A’S PEIRUSH (COMMENTARY)

In his commentary B’Derech Ha-Sod on Esther 1:3, the GR”A states as follows:
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“He made a Party for all; this is the Feast of The Leviathan where words of Torah will be revealed
to all the officers and servants...”

This refers to the Messianic Era.

In an interesting contemporary complement to other remarks of the GR”A, Rabbi Yisroel Eliyahu
Weintraub in his Nefesh Eliyahu (Purim) quotes the GR”A and states that the Daytime Seudah
that we ourselves have on Purim serves to compensate for the festive meal THAT WE DON’T
HAVE on Yom Kippur at the apex of the day (Purim, Ki-Purim.) Of course, Yom Kippur is the
other futuristic Yom Tov that is a foretaste of the World To Come.

Yom Ha-Ki-Purim is just as it sounds; a Day “like” Purim — just not as high as Purim.

The notion of eternity comes to the fore once again as we reimagine the Mishtaos in Esther. The
eternity that comes about at Techiyas HaMeisim (Resurrection of the Dead) and the Seudas
Livyasan / Shor HaBar is in a sense “born” at the Mishtaos of Achashverosh.

There is a direct parallel between the Seudas Livyasan / Shor HaBar at the time of Techiyas
HaMeisim and the Rabbinic Injunction of Ravah (Talmud Bavli Megillah 7b) that one must drink
on Purim to the point of intoxication - until one cannot distinguish between Haman and Mordechai
- Ad D’Lo Yadah. This state of intoxication in a sense parallels the Yemos HaMoshiach, where
there are no longer any choices to be made.

The Seudas Livyasan / Shor HaBar in the future is a “rebirth” much as the intoxication at Purim
results in a “rebirth” at the Seudah.

THE KOMARNO’S PEIRUSH (COMMENTARY)

In his Kessem Ophir, the Komarno expands upon the Messianic theme expounded by the GR”A.
He focuses on the opening words of Esther 1:3 - In The Third Year - this refers to the third Edomite
King (Chusham) of the seven Edomite Kings that died (Beraishis 36:34)

The Komarno goes on to explain Esther 1:5 as follows: this Passuk is referring to the Moshiach
whose origin comes from this third King, Chusham (the letters of Chusham are an anagram of the
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word Moshiach (as explained by the Kol B’Ramah) plus the addition of the letter Yud, which
represents the Ohr HaPnimi.)

At that time (Yemos HaMoshiach) there will be a Mishteh for all the “Am” (the Jewish People) —
a straight line connecting the Mishtaos of Achashverosh and the Yemos HaMashiach.

All Jews will have a share in this Messianic Mishteh, with no exceptions!

...In the days of Moshiach, there will be a major tikkun of the midos that require rectification; this
is hinted at in the inclusion of the letter Vav in the first word of nx19n21 (Esther 1:5). meaning full

This is just a small glimpse into the profundity of these two Torah giants. | encourage those who
are interested in learning more to review the actual Peirushim for themselves.

In delving more deeply into these Pesukim, it is evident that there is a lot more to these Parties
than is first apparent. To put it starkly, what appears at first blush to be a death sentence for the
Jews as a result of whatever sins they may have committed at the Party in Esther 1, miraculously
transforms into the Yemos HaMoshiach and Techiyas Hameisim.

This is analogous to the opinion that the construction of the Mishkan (Sanctuary) only came about
as a result of the Cheit HaEigel (The sin of the Golden Calf)...talk about V’NahaPoch Hu (A
COMPLETE REVERSAL!)

On Purim itself, when the Jews were threatened with annihilation for enjoying the Party, they are
eternally rewarded with the greatest Yom Tov of all, a Yom Tov beyond Yom Kippur.
V’NahaPoch Hu (A COMPLETE REVERSAL!)

Finally, | would like to present a number of personal observations (B’Derech Ha-Remez - hints)
regarding the supernatural Yom Tov of Purim.

| believe that there is a direct connection between the number 8 and the Mishtaos of Achashverosh
and | will additionally offer a novel suggestion about the Amoraic dispute cited earlier between
Rav and Shmuel.

Regarding the number 8 and its connection to Purim (the 8 pesukim in Esther 1 describing the
Mishtaos of Achashverosh), I would like to suggest that given the absolutely unique status of
Megillas Esther in the 24 Sifrei (Books Of) Tanach, perhaps the third Passuk in Megillas Esther,
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where the first Mishteh is introduced, can be seen to parallel the third Passuk (verse) in the Torah
itself in Sefer Bereishis (the Book of Genesis):

IR RO NN T DOIR WA
This third Passuk in Sefer Beresihis is referring to the Ohr HaGanuz (the Hidden Light) that
re-emerges each year during the 8-day Yom Tov of Chanukah (beginning on 25 Kislev, with the
25" word in the Torah being “Ohr” — light.) This is the light of L’Asid Lavoh (The Future) —

visible at the coming of Moshiach.

BOTH CHANUKAH AND PURIM ARE DIRECTLY TIED TO MOSHIACH

Another number 8 to consider: Perhaps the second Mishteh of Achashverosh (Esther 1:5) can be

seen to correspond to another famous “8” in Judaism, the unique day of Shemini Atzeres, the day
of Yichudah Shlim (Perfect Unity.)

Perhaps (as Rav holds in the Gemarah,) the second Mishteh of Achashverosh was indeed distinct
from the first Mishteh and was thereby an exclusive encounter between G-d and the Jews (the
“Am” in Esther 1:5).

If so, this would indeed parallel Shemini Atzeres, a distinct Yom Tov that immediately follows
Sukkos, a 7-day Yom Tov which acknowledges the 70 nations of the world via the decreasing
number of Korbanos (Sacrifices) that are offered over the course of the Chag (Yom Tov of
Sukkos), - and may possibly correspond to the first Mishteh of Achashverosh which did not feature
any Jewish participation.

While Jews were excluded from the first Mishteh of Achashverosh, this Mishteh did however
feature the exclusive participation of the officers and noblemen of Achashverosh’s Kingdom,
perhaps corresponding to the leaders of the 70 nations who are acknowledged at Sukkos. Sukkos
is indeed a distinct Yom Tov from Shemini Atzeres. It is interesting to note that Sukkos is directly
adjacent to Shemini Atzeres. This presents some famous halachic disputes e.g. whether or not to
sit in the Sukkah on Shemini Atzeres etc.

Yimei HaPurim (The Days of Purim) are an incredible Eis Ratzon (Propitious Time) and
completely beyond our comprehension. The Megillah is our roadmap and it is eternal, just like
the Jewish people. When one delves deeply into this unique Yom Tov, it becomes obvious that
nothing about it makes any real sense.
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Ad D’Lo Yadah indeed!

May we all merit the speedy arrival of Moshiach Tzidkeinu and celebrate Purim together in the
Beis HaMikdosh HaShlishi BB”A.
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The Wisdom of Zeresh and the Blessing of Haman®

Avi Langer

The Gemara? famously tells us *2792 71122 77 MR P2 Y7 K97 79 X192 1027 Wk 2»mn. The
D°wTpn 0°190 say awa the Arizal that a person should add “yn°112 yam 772 x” — “also Haman his
companion should be blessed.” Quite an interesting bracha! Why is Haman at all deserving of any
blessing?

When Esther approached the chamber of w1wnx with much trepidation, the Gemara® tells us that
she uttered the 9w of mwn n?>X v mxanb. In 4xny noon, “ox 27 explains that Esther is compared
to the nw because just like the anw is the end of the night, so too Esther is the end of all o>o1. The
Gemara asks but we know that the o1 of Chanukah came later after the story of Esther, so how can
you say that Esther is the end of all 2°01? The Gemara answers 38 Xp 21027 7an°1 - that Esther is
the last of the o°01 to be recorded.

This raises a few questions:

1. In all of the Torah, our pain and suffering is referred to as “night” and our salvation and
redemption is referred to as “day.”” If so, it should have said the exact opposite: that Esther
is compared to 27w — the evening — because just like the evening is the end of the whole
day, so too Esther is the end of all miracles which are also “day?"®

2. The Gemara seems to entertain the x";1 that Esther was the last of the o°01. How can we
think even for a second that the o°01 to Hx w2 595 ceased? We have witnessed countless
miracles since then. And that itself raises the question, why is the o1 of Purim different than
other o°o1 that it is recorded in an official transcript like a Megillah, and other o403,
specifically the o1 of Chanukah, are not recorded in such a fashion?

L From the 7710 of the "= Hp.

21 a9

3 0 A

4 1o

°> See Gemara in o°rod

6 See the X"wnmn on the Gemara in &» who asks this also.
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The Gemara in Rosh Hashana’ says from R’ Yehoshua that since we were redeemed in 01, we
will be redeemed once again in j0°1. The "7 mwa7 explains this idea based on an interesting
concept that he calls vavn 77w, which essentially means to “break nature.” Nature has a certain
course that 7"apn created and to deviate from that course by being 77wn it — making it crumble - is
a very difficult feat to accomplish. Doing so requires a great m>r. Therefore, since there was a
point in history where 7"2p7 broke the laws of nature in the month of j0°1, the month of o
forevermore has rooted within it this ¥yavn 77°w, even without an additional m>s. 1t’s already broken
in with a certain own ,no and yow of avwe. It will therefore be easier for us, so to speak, to be
redeemed once again in j0°1. Think of it like water that is heated. Even after it has cooled down,
that water is much more easily heated than water that was never warmed in the first place. The
heating process will operate a lot more quickly.

With this concept in mind, we can explain a seemingly puzzling point in the Megillah. After
Haman issued his deadly decree, we find that Mordechai immediately implored Esther, who by
now had become queen, to do whatever she could to save Klal Yisrael from destruction. We
celebrate our Yom Tov in Adar because it was in that month that Haman planned to wipe out the
Jewish people. And, yet, Mordechai ran to the palace in j9°1 to have Esther beseech the king. We
can understand the concern, but why all the urgency? There was close to a year before the plan
would be implemented, so there was still plenty of time for Esther to approach Achashverosh in a
calm, respectful, thought out way. In fact, not only was she putting her life in danger by
approaching the king without being called, her likelihood of success was diminished since she was
asking for something that was months and months away. Why did they have to rush in the middle
of 10°1and even institute the three day fast that occurred over Pesach (the 14™, 15" and 16" of 8j0°2).

According to the 7"1, Mordechai’s urgency makes perfect sense. j0°1 is a time for o°01. Had they
waited even just a while longer, they would have lost the golden opportunity that j0°1 has to offer.
From then until the next Adar, there wouldn’t be another chance to break nature, not unless a real
miracle that requires great o°m>1 were to happen. Mordechai sought to tap into the great > of j01
as a month of redemption.

This also explains the Medrash in Esther ("1 p99) that says that Haman had 365 advisors and none
were able to give him good advice like Zeresh his wife. Zeresh asked Haman from which nation
Mordechai descended, because if he came o 77> ¥, the only way to overcome him would be to

'y
8 See Rashi in 7nox (:7).
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bring him down with a method from which one of his ancestors weren’t saved. Throwing him into
a fiery furnace or a lion den would not work. Only by identifying a novel approach of killing a Jew
would work to bring down a Tzaddik as great as Mordechai. Zeresh went through all of the
different ways and settled on setting up a tremendous tree which, at that point in our history, was
the only remaining method of killing that had not been brought against the Jews.

It was a nice plan, but was so unique about Zeresh’s plan that she is considered greater than all of
Haman’s shrewd advisors? According to the 7", the vws is that the wisdom of Zeresh lay in her
understanding that anytime something in nature is changed even once, it is easier to overcome that
thing again. That’s why her plan was &7 to utilize a novel killing method.

And her plan should have worked! But in His great m»nn and in the mar of Mordechai, 7"2p:n
saved all of Klal Yisrael. At that point, there was no longer anything left in the world from which
Jews weren’t saved. For the rest of time, all of nature had already been changed for the Jews and
there was already a built-in saving mechanism for the continued salvation of the Jewish people.
From that point forward, any salvation brought for the Jews, however miraculous it may seem,
cannot really be deemed a true “o1,” since it is already subsumed within a previous o1 that occurred
on a Jew’s behalf.

According to this, we can now understand why >ox 27 refers to Esther as “anw.” We asked that it
would have been more appropriate to refer to her as the “evening” since she is the end of all
miracles which are like the “day?” The answer is that just like after the “rw comes the light, so
too, after the o1 that is recorded in Megillas Esther, there is a light that shines on the Jewish people
that allows 1" to more easily change nature, even if the m>r level for the Jews isn’t as high as
where they would normally need to be for such a 1. The final o1 that we needed to reach that point
was the salvation of Mordechai by means of something that needed true breaking of vav.

This also answers our question regarding Chanukah. The jwpn in the Gemara asked how can you
say that Esther and the story of Purim is the end of all o°01 — what about Chanukah? The jwpn
understood ywo> that it can’t possibly be that there wouldn’t be more o°o1 after Purim — so how
can you say that Purim is the end? And to that the Gemara answers with our mo> — of course
Hashem would continue, and always will continue, to perform o°o1 for us. But the o031 that He will
perform for us will not be on the level of a miracle that needs to be recorded — 21n5% fan°1 — since
the magnitude of the o1 will no longer need to be on the level of a o1 that breaks nature — such as
that final o1 of Purim.
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Bless You, Haman!?

With this we can understand the addition the Arizal makes in 2py> naww. Haman tried to wipe out
Klal Yisrael. But what appeared to be the worst thing for our survival, actually turned out to be the
best thing for our immortality as a nation. As a direct result of Haman’s actions, Klal Yisrael was
afforded the ultimate protection from any future calamity that could possibly befall it. So not only
should we not curse Haman, we should perhaps even bless him for all the good that he brought to
us!®

But since Haman’s intentions were pure evil, we have to curse him and say wp°a WX a7 MK
728 — but the true focus is on his intentions. 7 7215 777 dictates, however, that since he didn’t
intend on the good that resulted, so too our “blessing” to him should not be a direct blessing. That
is why a person has to have a 7>nw of annw — 7172% 127 K P2 Y70 KT 79 X292 71027 WIIK 201
>>77% — until he confuses the two unintentionally and gives Haman a blessing! Just like Haman did
to us! Amazing! But with a clear mind, of course we must always say jn7 X because with his
“clear” mind, his goal was pure evil — for that he is cursed.

Purim is a time that has change and breaking nature literally built into its foundation. As we
recognize the tremendous r> of the day and how we are approaching the month of jo0°1 in which it
all started, let us use this opportunity to do something that stretches us out of our comfort zone, so
that all of our “challenges” just appear that way but are really just another cog in the history of our
success.

% The reason why we indeed say 1271 M is based on the apy> myw» (71 9"0 1"¥7n "o 1"MX) who
explains the reason why ' 525 *axu1 "1y R12° &7 is because they hired oyoa to curse us. Even
though their efforts turned out to be the biggest blessing because, in the end, all of ay>2’s
intended curses turned into blessings, still, since their 713 was ¥, they are punished for that.
The only reason is turned out well for the Jews was due to the great love that Hashem has for us.
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Ad D’lo WHAT???

Yosef Moskowitz

When we think of Purim, the image of many in a happy and inebriated state comes to mind. There
are also many who rattle off the three main mitzvos, being Mishloach Manos, Matanos Levyonim
and Megilla as being the prime focus of the Holy Day of Purim. The Seuda is, unfortunately, often
an afterthought after a hectic day. And while the subject of Ad D’lo Yada is a common one, a
deeper understanding of its roots and what our requirement is, plays a critical part in setting the
tone not just for the Seuda but as a driving message for this incredible day.

The thought that that grabbed a hold of my thinking on the topic of Chayiv Inish Libisumei was a
focus on what our real concentration and real chiyuv is when we drink on Purim. The Gemara in
Megillah (7b) famously rules that ‘MeiChayav Inish Livesumei B’ Puraya ad d’lo yada bein Arur
Haman L’Boruch Mordechai’, there are many purveying opinions and ideas of the level one should
try and attain and have in mind when getting to the point of Ad D’lo Yada. As I drill down on this
topic, | would like to focus on a few different perspectives that will not only define the requirement
but help us better understand the goal of this commandment.

The Halachic Focus:

The Rif (Megillah 3b) and Tur (Orach Chaim 695, 2) bring down the most renowned answer and
that basic accepted view of halacha and that is to drink enough to reach a level where one may
confuse the difference between arur haman and baruch Mordechai. The reality is, that level, as
drunk as one may be can be very difficult to attain. After all, even while being drunk, one always
maintains some sense of basic recognition even though he might not remember events later on.

The Rabbeinu Efraim brings a moiradige chiddush from the gemara and states that a year after the
famous story of Rabba and Rebbi Zeira, Rabba invites Rebbi Zeira back. This time Rebbi Zeira
declines because one can’t expect a miracle to occur every year. From here, says Rabbeinu Efraim,
we learn that it is Assur to get Drunk on Purim altogether! Rabbeinu Efraim’s shittah is
cited [’halacha by the Ran (Megillah 3b). It is also cited by many later authorities including
the Beis Yosef (Orach Chaim 695:2), Bach and Taz.

There is also the view of not knowing the gematria of arur haman and baruch mordecchai which
can certainly be challenging when one has an excessive amount of alcohol in their system. There
are many more halachic measurements as to what level of inebriation one should come to
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The Hashkafic Focus:

The Maharal Mi’Prague (Ohr Chodosh (pg. 221)) brings down an interesting idea as to why we
drink on Purim. His reasoning is that drinking negates us and puts us in a place that we are
completely subservient to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. This correlates to Purim and how Yad Hashem
was really all we could rely on to survive and we see it through all the miracles that He performed
B’nistar. To expound on this, we are always in need of Hakadosh Baruch Hu in all that He does
for us on a daily basis. Purim is a time designated for that. For while other Yomim Tovim focus
on the open miracles performed by Hashem (i.e Chanukah and Pesach), on Purim we focus on the
hidden miracles. The miracles we don’t realize are occurring, Ad D’1o Yada. Purim is a time that
had many miracles that were nistar and there are so many times in our life on a daily basis that
Hashem does incredible things for us that we take for granted. By drinking more than we do all
year, it enables us to actually try and focus even more given our imbalance and realize not only
did Hashem before hidden miracles for us on Purim, but He continues to do so multiple times on
a daily basis.

The Gemara in Sanhedrin (103b) brings down that wine acts as a catalyst to bring us closer to
those who we may not be as close to. Purim is a time that correlates to Yom Kippur and on Yom
Kippur, we try and be humbled and ask for forgiveness to enable us to be closer to those who we
may be distant from. Wine allows us to come to the realization that we can come closer to those
who normally aren’t as close with us.

Shitas HaRambam:

| wanted to expound upon the Chiddush of the Rambam (Hilchos Megillah Ch. 2: 15). The
Rambam states that we can mikayim the mitzvah of Ad D’lo Yada by sleeping off our “druken
stuper”. Where did the Rambam get this from and what is the point of this? When we are sleeping,
our entire being is in the hands of Hakadosh Baruch Hu. We relinquish all control. As we know, a
part of our nishama is removed when we are asleep. The theme of being beholden and recognizing
Hakadosh Baruch Hu and all that he does for us, is sometimes expressed by showing the best way
we can to be one hundred percent beholden to him and there is no better way to do this than by
sleeping and showing that it is He who is in control.

Another potential idea behind sleeping and being mikayem the mitzvah is that we tend to be in our
most calm state while sleeping. There are times when one can be drunk and possibly lose control
of themselves and their actions, by sleeping it allows us to be in a state to make a Kiddush hashem
and be miyayim the mitzvah in a humble way and without the fanfare. It is crucial, that we follow
the ways of Mordechai Ha’Tzadik and act with the derech of Hashem in the most exemplary way
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as he did. By sleeping and getting to the point of being mikyem this mitzvah and all the others to
this point of this Heliga Yom Tov it should IYH bring us to the Geulah B’Mheara V’Yameinu!
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Mishloach Manos
Elie Pollack

As most are aware there are two famous reasons for Mishloach Manos. The Terumas Hadeshen
explains the reason for Mishloach Manos is specifically to provide food for the Seudah. He brings
a Raya to this explanation from the Gemara in Megilla (Daf Zayin Amud Bes). Abayei and Rav
Chanina Bar Avin would exchange Seudahs and were therefore Yotzei the Mitzvah of Mishloach
Manos. This Gemara shows that one is Yotzei Mishloach Manos davka with food.

The Manos Halevi (author of Lecha Dodi) brings a different reason for Mishloach Manos, and
that is to be Marbeh Re’usa. To promote unity between Klal Yisroel in contrast to what Haman
said that we were an “Am Mefuzar Umefurad.” By caring for another and providing him a gift,
one shows he cares about his fellow Jew and brings a closer sense of community to the Jewish
nation.

According to the Terumas Hadeshen, what makes Purim different than all other Yamim Tovim
that we specifically have a mitzvah to provide food for the Seudah? By other Yamim Tovim, we
see often a mitzvah to remember the poor by giving money to help them with their Yom Tov needs
or even inviting them into our homes but there is no such Mitzvah to provide actual food for others
Seudos! What makes Purim different?

Further, if the Mitzvah of Mishloach Manos is about a form of charity to ensure people have food
by their Seudah, why not just make it a Mitzvah for the poor who are actually in need of food by
their Seudah? Such as Maos Chittin which is given only to those in need. Why by Mishloach
Manos is the mitzvah giving to both poor and wealthy alike?

The Chassam Sofer (Orach Chaim 196) asks this question and suggests that the Mitzvah of
Mishloach Manos was set up in such a way as to not embarrass the poor individuals. Therefore, it
is a sort of “Lo Plug” situation where everyone receives and the poor people should not feel needy.
This explanation sounds reasonable however we know that we have the Mitzvah of Matanos
L’evyonim and Maos Chittin where money is directed specifically towards the poor individuals.
Why are we not worried about their Kavod for these Mitzvos? Is the difference simply money
versus food? It does seem illogical to say that when giving money, we are not considered about
the feelings of the poor, but when giving food we make a Lo Plug.

However, if we look at the Mitzvah of Mishloach Manos through the prism of the Manos HaLevi,
as a community-building Mitzvah many of these questions fall away. If increasing friendship and
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communal feelings is the goal and intent of the Mitzvah, there is no need to differentiate between
the wealthy and the poor. Further, by requiring an analysis of the receipents financial situation,
that automatically distances the givers and removes any intent to be Marbeh Re’usa. And even if
one were to argue that one mostly delivers Mishloach Manos to those in his or her particular social
circles, the Mitzvah of Matanos L’evyonim comes to ensure that goodwill is shared not just with
one’s friends but to those outside of his social circles as well.

Rav Menachem Penner offers a nice idea combining both the Shita of the Terumas Hadeshen and
the Shita of the Manos Halevy. He says that the Mitzvah of Mishloach Manos evolved as the Yom
Tov of Purim evolved. One can be sure that all the Jewish people celebrated in the first year
following the events of Purim where they were saved after fearing for their lives. However, human
nature is such a way that even dramatic events quickly fade as we return to our everyday
challenges. Subsequent Purims were probably not celebrated with the same relief, joy, and pure
Simcha as the year it actually occurred. Therefore, comes along the Terumas Hadeshen to say that
the intent of the Mitzvah is to provide food which will help reinforce and create the Simcha of the
original miracle with Yemei Mishteh Vsimcha. In the subsequent Purims following the events the
sharing of meals and Mishloach Manos was needed to encourage the Jewish nation to remember
the miracle and thank Hashem thereby promoting the Simcha. Therefore, one was required to give
food to ensure the receipt used for a Purim Seuda that he might not have thought to make.

However, once Mordechai established Purim as an official Yom Tov, the Purim Seudah had
become a Mitzvah Derabanan and the inherent Simcha was infused into the Mitzvah. No longer
did we need to encourage our neighbors to mark the day. Chazal had stepped in and now everyone
was required to have a Seuda. But the practice of Mishloach Manos had already become an integral
part of the Yom Tov of Purim but now for what purpose? If everyone is mandated to have a Seuda,
why am | required to provide for his Seuda? And surely, even if | should help him out, it is enough
to provide money and not a requirement to provide food?

Comes along the Shita of the Manos HalLevi to say that the reasoning for the Mitzvah is to ensure
that everyone is united, and we are Marbeh Re’usa. For if after the year that Chazal established
the Mitzva of Seuda everyone stopped caring for his friend, that would lead to a tremendous lack
in the unity of K’lal Yisroel.

In summary, it’s possible to understand that the Terumas Hadeshen’s shita that Mishloach Manos
is given to provide food for the Purim Seuda may have been the case with the early on Purims
following the Purim story as a way of outreach to encourage all to share in that same Simcha and
remember the miracles that had recently transpired, and not necessarily as a Tzedaka like donation.
However, once Mordechai established the Yom Tov of Purim and it was designated as Yemei
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Mishteh V’simcha then the Mitzvah of Mishloach Manos was maintained as a tzedakah like act
much in line with the Shita of the Manos Halevi.

May we all be Zoche to promote and share in the communal love for our neighborhood and all of
Klal Yisroel. A Gut Purim!
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Eradicating Amalek
Jacob Rubinstein

The Gemara! relates that because Shaul from Binyamin failed to kill Agag, Haman came from
Agag to pain Mordechai who was from Binyamin, like Shaul. Thus, the Mechabair paskins? that
the Shabbos before Purim we read Parshas Zachor.

The Torah?® tells us:

It will be, when hashem, your G-d grants you relief from all your enemies around in the
land which hashem, your G-d, gives you as an inheritance to possess, that you shall
destroy the remembrance of Amalek from beneath the heavens. You shall not forget.

On who is the Chiyuv to destroy Amalek?

The Rishonim derive from here an obligation to obliterate the offspring of Amalek. Rav Yehuda*
said the Jews received 3 commandments when they entered Eretz Yisrael, to: appoint a king;
destroy Amalek; and build a Beis HaBechirah.

The Yereim® writes since the Jews were commanded to destroy Amalek only after the
appointment of a king, only the king has the mitzvah. The Rambam® holds the whole tzibur is
commanded in this Mitzvah. Though the Rambam also states’ that a king fights first for a
Milchemes Mitzvah in which the Rambam explicitly includes Amalek, he writes earlier® that a
chief purpose of being king is to fight wars. Thus, he means that the king leads in Milchemes
Amalek as a royal duty, not that this Mitzvah is given only to a king. According to the Chinuch?®,
even yechidim are commanded in Mechiyas Amalek. The Rambam and Chinuch learn that the
commandment to wait for the king is because the king is the leader of the tzibur or all
individuals.

! Megillah 13a

2 Orach Chaim 685:5

3 Devarim 25:19

4 Sanhedrin 20b

5435:1

® In his closing remarks to Mitzvos Aseh
" Melachim 5:1

8 Melachim 4:1

%604

44



v"'ywn 29 o MaR 25 5w v

The Gemara links appointing a king to destroying Amalek, why does the Torah discuss
having a king?

This logic follows the machlokes in the gemara cited above. Rav Yehuda holds there is a Mitzvah
to have a king. Rabi Nehorai learns appointing a king was in response to the Jews complaints,
like Yefas Toar, if they request it, the king exists. Similar to lomdos applied by the Seforno by
Yefas Toar'®. The Yad Ramah!! holds Rav Yehuda derives a mitzvah either from the word
Yerusha or Yeshiva that it says by all 3 Mitzvos. Therefore, having king is akin to wiping out
Amalek. Rabi Nehorai says look at the words “kechol Hagoyim” any time yidden make a request
to be compared to goyim it cannot be a mitzvah. Here, it’s foreshadowing future requests in
stories such as Shmuel/Shaul below.? In fact, when the Sifri*® brings shitas Rebbi Nehorai, it
says Kechol Hagoyim was a request for a king that will lead them to Avodah Zarah.

According to either Shita, the rationale follows suit as to why Shaul is the one tasked with this
requirement to wipe out Amalek.

If we had to wipe out Amalek, would that include their animals like it did for Shaul?

Shmuel tells Shaul** wipe out 1a1 Amalek including animals. Shaul understood it be Zachar,
males, but really it was Zeicher, which meant any memory or trace of Amalek®,*®, As mentioned
above, Shaul left behind Agag and animals and as a result, Haman came after and Mordechai had
to fight Haman.

The Chinuch’s!’ adaptation of this Mitzvah includes the need to eradicate females but does not
mention animal. The Minchas Chinuch mentions that the Rambam does not bring down animals
either. Perhaps one can say that the Shaul story is not instructive for generations. However, if

10 Devarim 17:14

1 Ibid 4

12 Lifi Aniyus Da’ati, Rav Nehorai is Ishitaso in Avos 4:14 where he says one should exile
themselves to a place of Torah. If a person does not embody this lifestyle, consequences will be
a desire to be like the goyim and consequently, to be like them. See also Kiddushin 82a

13 Devarim 156

14 Shmuel 1:15:1-3

15 Bava Basra 21b

16 As a side note there is an earth-shattering lesson from this gemara. We see Shmuel was
punished because of Shaul’s lack of understanding. If there is someone under our tutelage be it a
student, child, perhaps even a chavrusa, we are responsible for their spirituality to this extent.
17604
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that’s true, why does the Chinuch point to the story and Gemara in Bava Basra'® as support for
the need to wipe out women? Further, the Ibn Ezra®® says that the words of the Torah was the
klal and the words in Navi were the prat.

The Meshech Chochmah?® points to the Pesukim in Shmuel. Shmuel anoints Shaul?!, and then the
Mitzvah becomes apparent. Thus, we see the broader Mitzvah, the prat referred to by the 1bn
Ezra is only after the tzibur has a king. The Rambam and Chinuch only quote the portions that
are relevant for generations and consequently, the part about animals is not worth citing.

If that’s true, why does the Chinuch cite that story as a source? If we look to Rashi in Shmuel??
he says that the Amalekim were transforming themselves into animals, therefore animals had to
be killed to avoid the Amalekim from reappearing. Thus, the piece about women is instructive
and therefore brought down. Yet, if the Chinuch believes this is at the center of the rationale for
Shaul’s duty to eradicate animals, the Chinuch did not see this as a permanent concern.

Of course, from here we could learn a Halacha that if there were another hypothetical scenario,
where we suspected an inanimate object to be Amalek we would have an obligation to destroy
that being even for generations.

The Rabbeinu Bechaye?® says the reason to kill animals too was to remove any remembrance,
meaning we should not see an animal walking and be reminded of Amalek. The reason, |
believe, it does not apply to let’s say a plant or inanimate object owned by Amalek is because the
language of the Rabbeinu Bechaye is that we should not see “it walking”. To eradicate every
bottle of water they ever used, would be Ein L’Davar Sof, as a result, it could not be decreed and
may not even be included in the word zeicher. It could be that zeicher isn’t a trace, but rather a
reminder. Thus, unless something would be moving with some level of volition, it would not be
a risk to remind of us Amalek.

Do we have an obligation to murder Amaleikim today?

The Chinuch writes that this obligation exists when we have the ability to do so. Of course, it is
unlikely that this applies today. The Minchas Chinuch writes that Sancheiriv mixed the whole

18 21a-b

19 Devarim 25:19
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22 1bid 15:3

23 Devarim 25:19
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world?* and kol deparish merubo parish all separated from a mix, is separated from the
majority.?® Thus, we cannot prove the person is from Amalek.

The concept that R’ Meir worries about the minority would be typically lechumra and not to
murder based on a minority. Furthermore, the principle of kol kavua kmechtza al mechtza dami,
the premise that if you have 10 pieces of meat and one piece of meat is different from the 9 and
thus, it’s as if its 5 pieces of kosher meat and 5 treif, would not apply here because we never
know with certainty that Amaleikim are in the mix.

Obviously, goyim may not kill Amalekim. However, the Gemara® suggests, that anything
prohibited for a goy, should not be permitted for a Jew. However, this is not a matter of making
something “permissible” but rather is an obligation to wipe them out.

Is there a Bracha on Mechiyas Amalek?

The Gemara in Pesachim?’ writes that before we slaughter an animal, we must make a beracha
on the shechitah. The Lechem Mishnah?® on the Rambam who paskins like that Gemara writes
that every Aseh requires a Beracha. So why not make a beracha on Mechiyas Amalek? The
Yafeh L’Lev® says there is no Beracha on destruction. However, if so, how do we make a
beracha on the destruction of animal by shechita?

The Gemara® says by Shechitah that one cannot use a knife that was used for Avodah Zarah to
shecht an animal because it’s destructive. Gemara elaborates that an animal in it’s life has three
purposes (having kids, grazing and potentially meat) and once killed, it only has one. Though
the Gemara calls it “mikalkail” which is destruction. There it’s not talking about general
destruction but rather purpose limitation. Shechita in general is not thought of as destructive but
rather is a facilitator for the purpose of eating.

24 Brachos 28a
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Some say you can just answer from the next part of the Rambam?! which says there is also an
Aseh to remember them constantly®2. Mitzvos that require constant work do not require a
beracha. By Talmud Torah one common explanation given as to why this is not problematic is
because it’s the cheftza of Torah that requires a beracha, as evidenced by the fact that women
who are not commanded to learn make a beracha.

Another relevant factor is the answer of mefarshim to the question of why there is no beracha on
Bikur Cholim? The Rashba explains®® that we do not make a beracha on something that is
dependent on someone else. So hypothetically you would make a beracha on visiting the sick
and before the beracha began they may heal. The same logic would apply to killing an Amaleiki.

One other possibility here is that a person may put themselves in danger by stopping to make a
beracha. To say that the beracha would only come into play if the person is tied up, is an
unlikely approach to a chiyuv because typically it’s a lo pelug.

Some explain the lack of beracha on Mitzvos Bein Adam L’Chaveiro is because we do not want
to be happy about their suffering. Thus, perhaps here as well we do not make a beracha because
we are not happy as to their downfall. Similar to the Gemara®* which says that we only say half
Hallel on second days of Pesach because we are not happy when Hashem’s creations are in pain.

However, if that’s true why do we make berachos by a levaya? The answer is those are not
Birchas Hamitzvos but rather berachos of nechama or accepting hashem’s decree for us.

Last, Shechita is not necessarily considered destruction. Prior to Noach we were not allowed to
eat animals. Once animals became permitted to us it was known they were here to serve us, thus,
it is hard to say that it’s called destruction in the same way as Mechiyas Amalek.

Rav Chaim Kaniyevski says in Taama D ’Kra at the end of Esther it seems that when Mordechai
hung Haman he made a Birchas Shecheyanu and a Maaseh Nisim based beracha.
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