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Our dear friend, Rabbi Yoni Kirschner 1777, privileges us with the ability, on each Erev Chag, to
remember who we are and what we are. Our identity as a Klal is evident: We are a congregation
of Torah and Tefila, wherever and whenever we find ourselves. Before the approach of the holiest
of moments, each with their own dedicated prayers, and commandments unique to them, R’
Yonatan reminds us to gird ourselves with the proper mindset, to delve into the depths of Halacha,
learning, and traditions that are closely connected with each Chag. With his charge for written
connection, we match our Torah to our Tefila, and undertake true preparation for each holiday by
learning and growing through Divrei Torah and Halacha. There’s no better time to do this than
Erev Pesach, when the korban was eaten in groups, as groups of Yirei Shamaim joined together in
preparation and performance of this Mitzva. So we join in as well, praying that 11nsw o»9 nnows,
that these words of Torah and Tefila, within these pages are indeed joined together as a group, as
one unit, one whole. May it be accepted by 7apn as a 2°»n 1o 127p, and may we find 17 and 7om
before Hashem, that he will send us of his goodness physically and spiritually, for ourselves, our
families, our children, and all that are near and dear to us, and all of Klal Yisrael, 2"7°.

Our Kehila is young and dynamic, and as is the way of young families, many of us will celebrate
the Chag at their parents table; we will find ourselves in diverse places over Yom Tov. And Baruch
Hashem, for the first time, our shul will have a Minyan on the days of Chag as well. What is
imminently clear is that wherever we are, there will be a unifying factor that links us all together.
Even if we aren’t near to one another in physical space, we will doubtless be joined in our hearts.
Deep in each of our hearts lives the desire to perform the Mitzvos of the chag with love, to bring
to the holiday table our deep gratitude to Hashem for all of his kindness, and to tell our sons and
daughters what happened in Mitzrayim, and about our redemption, the freedom of our souls. A
great and holy Chag is arriving at our doorstep. The Rebbe the Nesivos Shalom defined it as Rosh
Hashana for Emunah- the one night that essentializes and inculcates Emunah in our hearts and
souls, for ourselves, and for our dear ones and descendants. May Hashem equip us with the mindset
and capacity to utilize the Chag as intended, wherever we may find ourselves, and may all of these
thoughts and actions join together, uniting us forever in his service- MwY? NAR ATIAR 0210 W™
07w 2251 M.



And from here, we call to all our dear friends who are in North Woodmere, celebrating the Yom
Tov in their homes, in strength and glory. 23p%ma 79173 M1 ,%°m:7 123 oMY 1. Since a part of the
group will be absent, and I still don’t have the Zechus to dwell amongst you this Chag, please
strengthen yourselves to fortify the minyanim, so that they continue in the tradition of Kehal Lev
Avos, with joy and happiness, with the proper Kavana. And what might be missing in physical
presence, compensate with spiritual strength. We know that n172p5 is found in the Beis Knesses
and waits for his children there. Our thoughts will be with you; think of us as well- '7% 72171 772
NYWS NXH Y.
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Words to Be Heard
Rabbi Avi Weber

In a peculiar response, the Rosh in his Teshuvos (24:2) insinuates that the fulfillment of the
Hagadah need not be by word of mouth. Maybe, says the Rosh, one can fulfill the obligation of
Sipur Yitzias Mitzrayim simply by remembering the incidents and miracles of Mitzrayim without
any form of verbal communication.

TRY D% IRCXO 07 MWY? 7"2p0 7I¥ 09927 7277 3737 2190 DY 12721 PR 77 YR
PRIV IR NITID2 NWIDA2 P17 PO PRY .22TYINT 231 NINI02 NWIDT A LTV 12025 1R
INDY .08 NRCE 79I IR T2 TINAY wYnan Mwy? 5"2apn T XOR 008 IRYEOY 707 NN

(D078 DROX PO 727 TN ) 12 PWIDn ORWS OR ROR 192 7707 X7

Obviously, this opinion is not widely accepted as the Sefer HaChinuch blatantly states that the
words of the Sipur Yitzias Mitzrayim must come from the mouth. When delineating the Mitzvah
of 7125 n7am, the Chinuch writes: 73 ,°92 0°71277 R°XIT? 20,000 QW PR OX %Y 1727 1102 19°0K)
297 77N M272 %5 ,7272 127 1N w. Meaning, there is a significant emphasis on the words of the
story being spoken with one’s mouth.

Rav Yonoson Sacks in his Peirush on the Hagadah writes that according to the Pri Migadim
(474:1), this Machlokes between the Teshuvos HaRosh and the Chinuch is really based on the
following Gemara in Brachos:

<. TPPIARD RDY 770399 KD 7722 119K 1272 773701 0P DY Lmawn

- 2777 AnR N7 1270 IRD TNVT XPPD ORT ONT 1272 1777 (NONIR DRT LRI IR LR
ST 27D IRD NI VAR RTOM 27101002 JIOWRTI - 11PNOWA KXY 91T 2T 77 KD KOX
29777 717,517 27D IRD NI - ORNA ROX - 11PNOWA ROXI - AT 1272 NI TNVT KPP0 ORT
- IRTIMR RPI92 DIAN - 50T 2w X1 12 PROW 27 92 10 ROW 0TI SIYOR 020 N -
J2 PO TIARIW T272 12N 72 RIN 27 NN

According to Ravina, when one simply has certain words in mind, it is as if he has spoken them.
According to Rav Chasda however, thoughts alone do not constitute speech. Parenthetically, adds
the Pri Migadim, according to Ravina it would make sense why we do not make a Bracha on the
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Kriyas HaHagadah since one can be Yotzei his chiyuv of the Hagadah simply through Hirhur. On
thoughts alone, we do not make a Bracha.

Rav Shlomo Kluger ( 12°0 munw: an2w T2 7287 n"w) challenges the Pri Migadim’s premise that
the reason we do not make a Bracha on the Kriyas HaHagadah due to °»7 71272 71777, As he states:

TIAN 12T 191 WP 1M YHY PN PR TR TMT MATI NIIAT 117 200w A0 R IR
2097 RO RPITT M2772 P10 NIXA WYY 717 WWRT NI 2370 KD 20X 19902 ORTIT AT
ATAT AN 11092 077 T332 DT 2000 2™X2 DAK RT 20T NMAIT 1N 712 720 20T

211 5" 712 ML RYY DRI P90 2INRY YA 1R T 2ONRD IR

According to Rav Shlomo Kluger, even if *»7 71275 23797 is true, this would never have affected
whether or not we make a Bracha on the Kriyas HaHagadah. When it comes to the Mitzvah of
Sipur Yitzias Mitzrayim, the Torah specifically tells us “712% n7amy”. A Dibur alone does not
suffice. The Torah requires there to be a “Hagadah” and a Hagadah is something that is fitting to
be told over to someone else. Rav Sacks concludes (based on the words of Rav Asher Weiss
shlit”a) that words that simply leave one’s mouth, although they may qualify as a Dibur, would
not qualify as a Hagadah. A “Hagadah”, he explains, is strictly words that can be heard.

The Torah clearly demands a very specific and even rigid qualification of what type of speech
qualifies for Sipur Yitzias Mitzrayim. Why such a rigid requirement? Why such a strong emphasis
on this form of speech in particular?

The Torah tells us 2y 2 >ARY WK *NOR DY) 27IXN2 *A299NT WK NX 732 127 712 °3%2 1900 Wn
P12 71X *2 (Shemos 10:2). To a certain degree, all of Yitzias Mitzrayim was for the ultimate purpose
of “telling it over into the ears of our children and grandchildren”. If done correctly, we will instill
within us a Yedias Hashem, an awareness of G-d. Telling over the story, the act of speaking, as it
seems, becomes the main tool in achieving the lofty goal of Yidias Hashem. This is also inherent
in the name of the Chag of Pesach itself - 1o 119, a speaking mouth.

If the entire goal of Yitzias Mitzrayim was to be able to speak about this amazing experience for
all subsequent generations, one must wonder why Moshe himself suffered from a speech
impediment. The Torah tells us that Moshe refers to himself as an 0°now 7y (Shemos 6:12). This
seemingly ironic connection cannot possibly be coincidental. To compound this fascinating
dichotomy, much later in the Torah, it seems that Moshe himself has developed into an eloquent
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orator. After describing Moshe’s struggle and insecurity with his speech, the Torah now tells us
that Moshe delivers a lengthy speech to all of Bnei Yisroel at Arvos Moav (Devarim 1:1).
Somehow, his famous speech impediment has disappeared. When and how did this occur?

Chazal tell us (Medrash Tanchuma, Devarim, 2:1) that Moshe’s speech was actually cured at Har
Sinai. When Hashem cured all of Bnei Yisroel’s ailments during Maamad Har Sinai, He cured
Moshe’s speech at that time as well. Therefore, what evolves is that the story of Yitzias Mitzrayim,
culminating with Kabalas HaTorah at Har Sinai, for Bnei Yisroel at large, was paralleled by
Moshe’s transition from an 2°n5w 97¥ to an 0°727 WK, a man of words. What is the significance of
Moshe Rabbeinu’s speech issue as it pertains to Klal Yisroel as a whole?

The Chalban, Rav Chaim Cohen shlit”a, in his sefer on Pesach describes what is called a Galus
HaDibur, an exile of speech. He explains that in order for words to take on meaning, there must
be ears that are willing to listen. If there are no ears listening, there is no speech. He explains this
idea in the form of a mashal. If a simpleton decides that a certain town or city must be destroyed,
he may choose to go out to the public square and announce his plan to the public. The public,
however, realize the person declaring this plan has no power or authority to carry out this plan and
ignore his words completely. His speech was hollow. To the contrary, if these same words were
spoken by a governor or a king, the weight of his words would be felt by all. These words may
even cause widespread fear and panic to all that hear them. This speech, albeit the same words as
before, have now become meaningful. We see, says the Chalban, to the degree there are those
willing to listen will dictate the meaningfulness of the words being spoken. During a time of a
Galus HaDibur, true words might be spoken, but there are no ears listening. To determine whether
we are living in a time of Galus HaDibur, all one must do is take an honest look at the generation.
If the words of an athlete or a successful businessman are weighed more heavily than those of a
Tzaddik and a Talmud Chacham, it is indicative of a true Galus HaDibur.

When Moshe Rabbeinu finally begins the lengthy process of taking the Jewish people out of
Mitzrayim, Paroh seems somewhat shocked by the notion of listening to Hashem. As the Pasuk
states: TRUN X7 PXI7N§ D) PIPY "N CAYT X7 NI n207 1902 vpwR R PRy R A7 N
(Shemos 5:2). Paroh blunty asks Moshe, “who is Hashem that | will listen to His voice?”” Moshe
is speaking words of truth but sadly there are no ears to listen. Paroh’s response is indicative of
the times. Who is G-d? Why would I listen to Him? This lack of awareness is the root of the Galus
HaDibur, it was the cause of not being able to listen. This is precisely why Paroh concludes his
response with P32 -nx >ny7 X7, there was no Yidias Hashem and in turn, there was no speech. This
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was the Yesod of the Galus, the inability to listen to the word of Hashem due to the lack of Yedias
Hashem. In order to transition out of this Galus, it would seem that Moshe’s ultimate charge was
to instill an internal awareness of Hashem throughout the generation. Once this awareness was
internalized, the word of Hashem could then be spoken.

To achieve a Yedias Hashem, one must consciously carve out an internal space in order for G-d’s
word to be heard. It requires concentration and a sincere refocusing effort in order to allow the
truth to sink in. The process of Yitzias Mitzrayim was the pursuit of creating a space for Hashem’s
presence to exist amongst that generation. This is precisely how Moshe responds to Paroh when
he states: YIXT™722 302 TX ° ¥ID M2y2 TRYD) TOTaYD 20708 nbantvany mhvi oIk nxfn avea | 02
(Shemos 9:14). Essentially, if you don’t want to ‘know’ Hashem and are not willing to listen, I
have other means of achieving this goal for you. Some would have to undergo intense hardships
(ie. the Makkos) while others would open themselves up voluntarily. Ultimately, however, the goal
would remain the same, to create an inner space for G-d’s word to be heard. An end to the Galus

HaDibur.

Practically, we can understand this idea when analyzing the mind of an immature child versus that
of a mature, refined adult. A young child is incapable of responding logically to words. He
responds simply to reward and punishment. Words will fall short and only a reward or punishment
will be able to change the behavior. A more refined, mature person will be able to listen to words,
Dibur, internalize them and alter his/her behavior without the threat of punishment.

This, says the Chalban, was the transition of the Jewish people out of Galus Mitzrayim. It was the
evolution from a state of Galus HaDibur, the inability to listen to those words being spoken by G-
d due to lack of awareness throughout the generation. The revelation of G-d’s voice at Har Sinai,
in turn, was the ultimate proof that this mission had been completed. It was at that moment that
the Jews as a whole were willing to listen to the word of Hashem. It would come as no surprise
that Moshe’s personal “speech impediment” was cured at that very same moment. His struggle
with speech, his personal Galus HaDibur, was no longer necessary once there were ears willing to
listen. For this reason, speaking the words of Sipur Yitzias Mitzrayim require much more than a
simple Dibur, uttering the words of the story does not suffice. They must be words of a “Hagadah”,
words that can and will be heard.
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0%AN KXY 199K
Eli Herman

One of the more popular questions about the Seder is how can we possibly act as if we were leaving
Mitzrayim just like the Dor that actually left a few thousand years ago? Before answering this
question it’s important to understand the chronology of events that took place on the 14th of Nissan
in Mitrayim so it’s clear what we should be envisioning today at our own Sedarim.

The first Seder took place in Mitzrayim before we left. This Seder included matza, maror and the
korban pesach. The Jewish people had their shoes on and were all packed up and ready to leave
Mitzrayim. Yet, Makkas Bechoros didn’t occur until midnight that night and only after that Makka
did Paroah demand the Jewish people to leave Mitzrayim. So when the first Seder was actually
taking place there was no real rush to leave. The status quo had not changed from the previous
days. Why exactly were the Jewish people eating Matza if there was no rush? Why were they
packed up and wearing shoes ready to leave if the 10th Makka had not yet occurred and Paroah
didn’t yet demand that they leave?

The answer is that the first Seder itself was based completely on Emunah. Logistically, the first
Seder and the haste in which it was performed was not a reaction to Makkas Bechoros or Paroah’s
demand to leave but rather a proactive demonstration of their Emunah in Hashem that He would
be taking them out of Mitzrayim the next day even before Makkas Bechoros occurred.

We see from here that the basis of the first Seder was Emunah and not a natural reaction to the
events taking place around them as many may be accustomed to understanding. As such, our
Avoda today is the same. We are supposed reenact the Seder just like it was in Mitzrayim, which
is not a reaction to being driven out of Mitzrayim by the Egyptians without time for the dough to
rise. But rather, Klal Yisroel rushed themselves and prepared themselves because they believed
Hashem would be taking them out of Mitzrayim.

The Emuna was the cause of Makkas Bechoros and Hashem orchestrating Paroah to drive us out
of Mitzrayim. So too today we should be performing the Seder with Emunah that Hashem will
redeem us from our current exile. That is how one fulfills the Mitzva of acting as if we left
Mitzrayim because that is exactly how the Dor of Mitzrayim conducted their Seder.

When a parent says they believe in their child, it’s a means to bring out the child’s potential.
Similarly, when we conduct our Seder with the Emunah or belief that Hashem will redeem us from
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the current Galus, it’s the means to actually bring forth that potential. If we show Hashem that we
believe in the Geulah, He will bring the Geulah. B’ezras Hashem we should all have this Kavana

during our Sedarim and grow in our Emunah, which will soon bring the ultimate Geula speedily
in our days.
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THE SIGN OF FOUR: AND THE ANSWER IS o°7¥n2 7vaob 10 0072y
Eliot Jacobowitz

II97 IODR O7IAR 12 PRI DIRY Dnwl o
Mpr. “And The Answer Is” at the Seder — and the inspiration for this Dvar Torah.
777 711 12 7791 DRl Y

This Dvar Torah will explore the number four (4) and its relation to Pesach as well as elaborating
on the four words that serve as the introduction to the answer to the Four Questions that are a
highlight of the Seder: o> xn2 7v19% w7 072y - We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt. (these four
words are taken from Va’Eschanan 6:21 and are elaborated upon in Talmud Bavli Pesachim 116a.)

While there are a lot of “fours” in Judaism, the Baal HaHagaddah’s use of this succinct four-word
introduction as an opening reply to the Four Questions is a literary masterstroke and a very
dramatic act that captures one’s attention, particularly of the younger Seder participants.

These four words can be broken down as follows: (AVADIM HAYINU WE were SLAVES)) a
very personal experience (L’PHARAOH to PHARAOH,) a very specific actor, BPMITZRAYIM
in EGYPT,) (a very_specific location,) and serves as an excellent conversation starter for
propelling the Seder discussion forward. Everyone present is drawn right in from the very
beginning of the answer — and that’s the way you start a great story.

Before I introduce some personal suggestions into Chazal’s choice of these four particular words
that get the adrenaline flowing at the Seder, it is interesting to note the recurrence of the number
four (4) in the weeks leading up to Pesach as well as at the Pesach Seder itself.

Chazal were very much attuned to the connection of the number four to the Yom Tov of Pesach:

e The Arbah (Four) Leshonos of Geulah (The Four Expressions of Redemption) Va’Era 6:6-
7 (The word Va’Era is itself comprised of four letters.) - >np?1 >nHR3 *NHEM "NRXIM

e The Four Sons in the Haggadah

e The Four Questions in the Haggadah
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e The four-sentence structured answer to the Four Questions, beginning with the words 072y
11" Avadim Hayinu and ending with the words nm21wn» 71 °977 Harei Zeh Mishubach

e The Four Kezaisos (food the size of an olive) that we eat at the Seder

e The Four Cups Of Wine that we drink at the Seder (According to Rav Huna: The Four
Expressions of Redemption; According to Rav Yehoshua ben Levi: the four appearances
of the word Kos in Beraishis — Vayeshev 40:11-13 (The word Vayeshev is itself comprised

of four letters.)?

e The four specially named Shabbos Weeks (Shekalim, Zachor, Parah, HaChodesh) that lead
us into Chag HaPesach (Shulchan Aruch 685:1)

e The four names of the Yom Tov of Pesach itself:r0977 ar 1070 127 ,2°2R57 An ,MI¥AT AN

e Right before the Four Questions, there are four allusions to G-d, all beginning with the
word Baruch (Blessed.)

e After we break the middle of the three matzos during v, we have four matzos not three
e The four ,manK - Matriarchs - in the final part of the Haggadah as sung in y71 » 71X
e The four ,mm7 - Exiles, - rooted in the first of the four Exiles, Mitzrayim.

e The four words in Tehillim 96:11 that are kabbalistically associated with the month of
Nissan are yIR7 2am 0°nwi1 mnw - The Name of G-d, straight lettering.

e Since this year (5779) is a leap year, we lained the fourth Parshah of Sefer Vayikrah —
Parshas Tazria - on Shabbos, which fell on Rosh Chodesh Nissan (in a non-leap year,

! For a more complete discussion of this topic, see Beraishis Rabbah 88:5, Yerushalmi
Pesachim 10a, Yerushalmi Pesachim 68b, Yerushalmi Pesachim 82b.
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Parshas Tazria is read in the month of lyyar, following Pesach.) This special Shabbos was
also Parshas HaChodesh (three Sifrei Torah were taken out of the Aron — this is always a
time that is a tremendous %7 NY - much as on the night of the Seder itself.)

e In Parshas Tazria, there are four 2°®31 N - skin discolorations - that are described -vil
NRW ,N773 ,NM00 ,NYIX

e As brought in 727 w171 these four skin discolorations correspond to the four n»a%n
-Kingdoms- : o1&, ,>71 ,%32.  Each of the four cups of wine that we drink at the Seder
serves to nullify one of these four Kingdoms.

e In addition, the Matnos Kehuna comments on Midrash Rabbah Shemos 6: the Four Cups
that are drunk on the night of the Seder correspond to the Four Decrees that were
promulgated against the Jews in Egypt.This is to fulfill the words in the Passuk
Tehillim116:13 Kos Yeshuos Essah - Cup

Hard labor -775 nmay

Casting the male children into the river -2%>% o°1o17 na%wn
Slaughtering the children -o>7%1 nvnw

and not providing straw for the manufacture of brick -1an n°n1°x

e Kabbalistically, there are four klippos (husks, with varying degrees of impurity;) these are
dissolved away at Yetzias Mitzrayim.

Well, that’s a lot of “fours”...but what exactly is so special about the number four for Chazal
to zero in on it to the above extent?

In general, the number four (4) represents totality and completeness.

For example, there are four compass directions, four seasons, four quadrants etc. There are also
the Arbah Turim and the Four Sections of the Shulchan Aruch, the Code of Jewish Law.

What do all of these have in common? Totality and completeness!
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To extend this to the Pesach Seder, the Four Sons represent ALL the different varieties of the types
of human beings that exist. As a young man, the Satmar Rebbe remarked that we all play all of
these roles at some point over the course of our lives. (See also Toras Menachem Volume 8, page
76 for a similar approach.)

On asimilar note, the Four Questions may seem straightforward and basic at first glance. However,
they are actually rather complex. If you study them carefully you will discern that they encapsulate
all there is that we need to ask in terms of setting up the answer that begins with the four words
0°¥72 Y792 11 072y Avadim Hayinu L’Pharoah B’Mitzrayim.

To achieve totality and completeness, there needs to be a process. This process is exemplified by
a necessary sequencing, such as is demonstrated by the progressive drinking of the Four Cups at
the Seder.

Let’s now turn our attention to those particular four words in the title of this Dvar Torah: 72y
0°7¥72 7v79? 11 Avadim Hayinu L’Pharoah B’Mitzrayim.

Before we get there, however, let’s consider what the Vilna Gaon says about the Four Leshonos
of Geulah:

SNAPDY PNPRA NP DRI

The Vilna Gaon states that these four Leshonos of Geulah correspond to the four categories of
distress that the Jews experienced in Yetzias Mitrayim! What exactly are these categories? Those
who have: 1) undertaken a sea journey and returned safely to land 2) traversed a desert 3) were
freed from prison 4) were healed of an illness.

Today, those who experience similar distresses would Bentch Gomeil *

* When the Bais HaMikdash (Holy Temple) stood, you didn’t Bentch Gomeil (recite a
Thanksgiving Prayer) after experiencing a time of distress; you brought a Korban Todah
(Thanksgiving Offering.) Today’s Birchas HaGomeil is a vestige of the Korban Todah.

HaKaras HaTov (expressing your appreciation) is a fundamental part of Judaism and is
eternal. Perhaps that is reflected in the fact that the gematriya of Pesach is Netzach
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(Eternity). The last miracle that the Jews experienced before leaving Egypt was the fact
that the dogs did not bark as the Jews left — this is the final and key message- Hakaras
HaTov.

While Tefillah (Prayer) may have (temporarily) replaced Korbanos (Sacrifices,) in many
ways our daily prayers are actually on a higher level than the sacrifices that they currently
substitute for. In fact, Chazal extrapolate the formulation (i.e. number of words) for our
daily prayer (Shemoneh Esreih) as well as the requirement for the recitation of 100 Daily
Berachos (Blessings) from Pesukim in Parshas Pekudei, the culminating Parshah that
details the construction of the Mishkan (Sanctuary,) where the daily sacrifices were
offered. See Baal HaTurim on Parshas Pekudei for a further explanation.

It would seem therefore from the observation of the Vilna Gaon that there may be a direct link
between the events that were experienced in leaving Egypt (corresponding to the four Leshonos of
Geulah) and the first four words of the answer in the Haggadah of o°1¥n2 ny19% 110 o272y

the enslavement being the basic reason why there had to be an Exodus in the first place.

Let’s examine a bit further the four categories of distress that the Vilna Gaon is alluding to.
The Talmud Bavli Brachos 54b declares that the source in the Tanach for the four categories of
distress that the Jews endured when leaving Egypt: it is Psalm 107.

Psalm 107 is a Psalm of David that finds him in great distress and peril. It should come as no
surprise that portions of Psalm 107 have been incorporated into the very serious Kapparos prayer
that is recited between Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur.

It seems to me that within these four words of o°1¥»2 7v15% 1> 072V lies a great remez (hint) to
explain the Vilna Gaon’s chiddush: if you add up the value of the first letters (Roshei Teivos)
of each of the four words o°m¥n2 7v15% 117 2°72y  you get a total of exactly 107, the value of the
Psalm (107) that is itself the source of Birchas HaGomeil!

There is more. If you add up the value of the final letters (Sofei Teivos) of each of the four words
0°IX¥n2 7YI92 110 2072V you get a total of exactly 91; this is the gematriya of the two names of G-
d that are each four (4) letters long! YKVK + ADNE are 26 + 65 = 91 (also the gematriya of
Sukkah.)
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The message here is that when one is in distress (107,) the only answer is turning to Hashem
(91.) Queen Esther led the way by reciting Psalm 22 when she went into King Achashverosh.

It further seems to me that there is a unifying element among the four distresses that are part and
parcel of Psalm 107. In each of the four distresses, the element of time is absent. A prisoner has
no concept of time; he doesn’t have any clue as to what day it is outside. Similarly, one who is
out at sea, traversing a desert or is ill has no concept of time.

Let’s tie all this in to the main event: the Seder. The Seder is just what its name describes:

an Order. Every detail must be exactly right and there are time constraints involved e.g. what time
one may finish eating the Afikoman (the time is subject to a halachic disagreement, but
nevertheless...)

In contrast to one who is in distress, the Seder celebrates freedom and is all about order and time.
The Seder, with its structure and symbolism, provides us with the antithetical experience of one in
distress; we are kings, we recline, we drink freely, we recite the Hallel while sitting down, etc.

To be free — what we celebrate on Pesach - is to be aware of time. The clock starts again each year
at Pesach when Spring arrives and we are all reawakened by this wonderful Yom Tov that brings
us all together. The Korban Pesach cannot be eaten when alone.

That may be why one of the reasons that one who needs to would Bentch Gomeil today: one’s
sense of time has been restored and one can carry on as before, all courtesy of the spirit of renewal
that he experiences...exactly the same feeling one gets at a proper Seder! The Seder is in fact one
big Hakaras HaTov to Hashem — one need look no further than Dayeinu.

We should all experience a complete renewal this Pesach and go from strength to strength!
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'R vy 7787
Yanky Berman

The Baal Hagadah tells us there are 10 Makos that Hashem brought on Mitzrayim and we list all
10.

Reb Yehuda gives us a siman: 2"nxa w"7y 7"%7.

Rashi asks why is Reb Yehuda coming to teach us this siman to remember the 10 Makos, everyone
knows the 10 Makos since they are a child?

Further the Tosfos Rid is bothered and questions the purpose of this siman. Taking the first letter
of each word is no major chiddush. Therefore, what is the reason Reb Yehuda brought down this
siman to remember the makos?

1- Rashi and the Rashbeitz answer that 75 19 in 0°%°1n discusses the events that happened in
Mitzrayim. It mentions the Makos, but in a different order then it does in the Torah. The order in
Tehilim is, Choshech, Dam, Tzfardeia, Arov, Keenim.

The Chiddush of Reb Yehuda is, one may think that the order that David Hamelech picked is
correct, because we have a rule that /722 amx=y a7pm PX., this is why Reb Yehuda said his
siman, in order to show us the order that is correct.

2- We see in a Gemara in (.)x) mmn noon that two bread offerings were brought the Shtei
Halechem and the Lechem Hapanim, and the Gemara gives us measurements for both. The Shtei
Halechem’s- length was 7 o°now by 4 o°nov width and the corners were 4 nwaxx('r,'7 and '7). The
Lechem Hapanim’s length was 10 o°nov by 5 o°novw width and its corners were 7 mwagx (.7 and
7). Reb Yehuda made a siman that if one gets confused with these measurements, they should use
this siman “s"'s "' 77

Reb Yehuda Brei Yakar says-based on this gemara, we see that Reb Yehuda in shas has a pattern
on making a siman on different topics, so a person won’t forget the concept. Reb Yehuda does not
make these simanim to tell us a major Chidush.

3- The Gemara in (:3) 0’1o noon says that when one teaches his Talmidim it is better to teach
in a short form then teach it in length. The.Ravyan explains that when Reb Yehuda would be
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discussing the Makos he would teach it b’kitzur, since Reb Yehuda felt the shorter the lesson is
the more effective way to teach.

4-  The Medresh Shimos Rabbah (_'x mx 'n 5w9) brings that Hashem said to Moshe, “Take this
7vn in your hand.” Reb Yehuda says, the un weighed 40 nxo and was made up of dense stone.
The 10 Makos were written on this stone and they were written in the siman, “w"7v 7"x7
2"nx2”. Hashem said, with this you will bring the 10 Makos.

The Perush Hagrah on the Hagada says that we have to learn the Medrash as a np12nn: The Xin
xnp says the 10 makos were written on Moshe’s fv» and R* Yehuda says that “ w"7y 7"%7
2"nR2” was written on Moshe’s un.

We see a few of the many offered reasons as to why R’ Yehuda felt the need to use this specific
siman of “a"nxa w"7v 7"x7” for Klal Yisroel to learn from.
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IIANaR 190° X9
Yoni Kirschner

Ask any child why we eat Matza and the answer will be because the Yidden were rushed out of
Mitzrayim and therefor the dough didn’t have a chance to rise. And this is clear in the Pasuk (Bo
12:39) 73703 @hgena? 19, X7) 07)%mn A2 vRn X7 02 Nign N5y onngen WoRi W piaoTny 198
o2 WyRo.

However, if we look a little further we will realize that the Yidden didn’t leave Mitzrayim
immediately after Makas Bechoros, rather as the Pasuk says (Masay 33:3) w7h2 bonyn won
[OY¥NT0R Y 1Y TR NI WK 10sT namen 1R W2 ol Ay aynna 1Py, the Yidden
didn’t leave until the morning of the 15th. And lest you think it is a contradiction in the Torah, the
Gemara in Berachos (9a) clarifies: 292 XoX 19831 XD 0°¥1n1 DRIWY 1783w 02711 937 KAR °27 K
M7 702 ORIWO 212 IRYY 097 NINNN IMRIY D17 ROX WYY R? WXOWI 777°7 ¥R TROX T IR MR,
Everyone agrees that the Yidden were redeemed at night but did not leave until the morning. In
which case we need to ask ourselves what was going on from midnight, when the first born were
being slaughtered, until morning. And why couldn’t they let the dough rise at that point?

The difference between redemption and leaving is obvious. Being redeemed is like the jail cell
being opened, but after its open you physically have to walk out. Clearly, the Yidden thought that
they were leaving at night. No time to waste they couldn’t let the dough rise. However, for some
reason they didn’t physically leave until morning. Why?

The Gemara a little later on states WXX> XD X271 XY 779992 991, 79°% 02820 PROX /17 IROXIT 2377 721 R0IN
29V 771N 07 32000 T2 RPR? 10 702 ORI 212 IRYY 7097 Nnnn aRIw 012 ’9X. What is the
meaning of a beginning of redemption? What was holding them back from being fully redeemed
after Pharoah allowed them to leave shortly after midnight?

Rav Kook (Gold from the Land of Israel pg. 316-317) explains that there is an intrinsic correlation
between these two time periods — night and day — and the two stages of redemption. The initial
redemption at night was an inner freedom. Egyptian slavery was officially over, but their freedom
was not yet realized in practical terms. The joy of independence, while great, was an inner joy.
Their delight was not visible to others, and thus corresponded to the hidden part of the day — the
night.
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The second stage of redemption was the actual procession of the Jewish people out of Egypt. This
was a public event, before the eyes of Egypt and the entire world. The consummation of their
freedom took place at daybreak, emphasizing the public nature of their liberation from Egyptian
bondage.

However, we are left to wonder why did it have to be a two-stage process? Why couldn’t the
redemption all be at once?

Rav Pinchas Friedman (Shvilei Pinchas: Shabbos HaChodesh 5779) explains that in an ideal world
the Jews would have been fully redeemed in the morning. In such a world the Jews would have
left Egypt and went straight to Eretz Yisroel to greet the Mashiach and build the Bais Hamikdash.
However, the Jews were not on the spiritual level to reach such heights. In fact, they were on the
49th level of impurity and had Hashem waited until morning they wouldn’t have been worthy of
being redeemed at all. So, Hashem hastened the redemption a couple hours early to midnight,
however they couldn’t physically leave until the set time of redemption in the morning.

This fits beautifully with the words of Rav Kook, at midnight each Jew experienced a private inner
freedom, but at morning, which was the set time of redemption, the public redemption occurred.

Unfortunately, explains Rav Friedman, everything in this world is balanced. Therefore, because
Hashem redeemed us earlier than the predestined time, those hours of suffering and bondage had
to be repaid. And that is why our current Galus is so long; we are living through the repayment
period.

Beautifully Rav Friedman provides a new P’shat to the Pasuk we quoted earlier and say in the
Hagaddah: mnnnna® 195° ®91. The difference between the word exile (7713) and redemption (72183)
is an & — which of course symbolizes Hashem who is the 07w 5w wx. We turn exile into
redemption by making sure to include G-dliness in ourselves. What separates mankind from other
animals is our ability to connect with the spiritual realms. Just like animals, a man at his essence
is a physical being and comprised of blood (o7), however, to be redeemed we add Hashem in and
we become o7x. Of course, it is not coincidence that the gematria of o7& (45) is the same as 791x3
(45).

We were chased out of Mitzrayim earlier than the predestined time because we had lost that sense
of o7&, of G-dliness. And because Hashem, in his mercy, redeemed us early, the redemption of
Mitzrayim would not be the final redemption. Hashem had to separate the redemptions, in order
to repay for the early redemption. nn-nn-nn% 192> X7 The two times 1n (45) represent the
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redemption 17w (45). Hashem couldn’t bring the two redemptions together because 1933
o> 3nn- we were redeemed too early.

With this understanding we can an extra layer of appreciation to the duality of the Matzah. On the
one had it represents 1w an®, poor man’s bread. While it also represents the redemption. We are
happy we were redeemed, but bittersweet that the final redemption has still not come. We are at
the same time princes of the King, while we are enslaved in exile. However, we appreciate that it
was Hashem’s true love for our nation that led Him to redeem us early, and we eagerly hope for
the final 7283 to come w02 7nna.

51



