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| just returned from my journey to Eretz Yisrael for the first Yahrzeit of my father Zatzal.
The nature of the visit made this a difficult and emotional trip, but a Yid must always
remember to be grateful for the past, for all the beautiful things one has merited to live
and to receive, and to ask Hashem for future niaio niyown.

There is nothing as beautiful and unifying for our Kehila as xniixa nain min'?, especially
those nnin MaT that are written and remain, recorded, as a lasting memory. The nar
yearned “ynin on»wn?”- to make us forget our Torah. They wanted us to record an
entirely different credo, “7xw '217xa 770 07 'kw~, that we have no part in the G-d of
Israel, because writing something represents not just a commonplace utterance, but an
engraving of sorts, something deeper, something that leaves a lasting impression. When
we write, we remember. You might be able to force someone to say something, and he’ll
say it under duress, but he will not actually mean it. Coercing someone to write, however,
implies that the written document will remain with that person, for the moment and for the
future, until it becomes a testament to his actual system of belief.

The pnar lost, and we triumphed. Therefore, there is no sweeter victory than to inscribe
and record nin MaT in honor of Chanuka! The writing of nnun naT is the antithesis of the
outcome they sought: “anun on»wn%~. These NN MaT are saying, in their essence: v
IR IR 770 Y.

| would like to extend a special thanks to our dear friends, Rabbi Yoni Kirschner 1”'nh and
Rabbi Avi Langer 1”'n, who worked tirelessly and with such dedication in compiling and
editing this j7inni nxa 7a1. May Hashem help us to always be among those that are |"7yn~
"YTIjp2, ascending in levels of sanctity.

N7 1770 210 NN NMYRY QYAINN DY 1N TN RMNINYIA IR D210 DN JIKY TN NOTI
SR IR DNT7 W'Y 19RN
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The "% nw7p writes powerful ideas regarding the kedusha of the upcoming Yom Tov of 1on.
These insights serve as a gateway towards a deeper perception of Chanukah. The Kedushas Levi
wonders why 77111 of the time waited until the following year to establish ;713111 as a Yom Tov rather
than doing so immediately that very year. He explains that our Yamim Tovim are not merely
commemorative of past events but rather contain spiritual content that is current and happening in
the here and now.

For example, oo our Festival of Freedom contains within it the power to arouse redemption;
the Sages teach that the Ultimate Redemption will occur in Nissan. Furthermore, it can engender
within every individual a spiritual redemption, freeing our neshamos from the clutches of the
yetzer harah. It also is the Yom Tov that can revive within us the pristine level of Emunah that we
came to through the events of the Exodus. Every year, the spiritual light of the Yom Tov is
rekindled, just as it happened originally. Likewise myaw, which is Zman 12°n70 07, is not a
commemoration of a one-time occurrence, but rather a time when we can experience the fresh taste
of Torah as we again receive it.In the Yom Tov of m>10 we relive what we first experienced in the
wilderness, namely, dwelling under the protective cover of the shade of faith in X7 772 w7ps.

Although many miraculous events occurred during the times of the Beis HaMikdash, as recorded
in Megilas Taanis, they did not have an eternal impact and hence were not established as Yomim
Tovim for all times. Chanukah was different. Although we must always thank Hashem for His
miraculous Divine intervention, not every miracle results in a Yom Tov. Only when we see clearly
that the miracle generates an arousal of the spiritual light it initially generated is it made into a
Yom Tov. Thus, explains Kedushas Levi, only when the Sages saw that the spiritual arousal that
they experienced in the first year returned and repeated itself the next year, did they declare
Chanukah as a Yom Tov.

We need to explore in depth the essence of Chanukah and its special light which returns to us as
we celebrate it.

1. The w17Tn interprets the verse in N°wX"2 “and the earth was astonishingly empty with darkness
upon the surface of the deep” as a reference to the four kingdoms to whom Am Yisrael would be
subjugated. “Darkness” is a reference to Yavan who would bring darkness to the eyes of the
Jewish People, by demanding that they write on the horn of the ox that they have no share in the
God of Yisrael. We see that the Greek kingdom is compared to spiritual darkness. Let us try and
discover the nature and essence of this spiritual darkness that is unique to the spirit of Yavan in
contradistinction to the other kingdoms. Why did they demand that we write on the “horn of the
ox”, what does that symbolize? Furthermore, what is the import of “no share in the God of
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Yisrael”. Seemingly “no connection or ties” would be a more apt expression. What is the
connotation of share, as in a piece of a totality, in connection with Hashem?

Although Chanukah is a Yom Tov established by the Sages from the time of the second Beis
Hamikdash, according to Shiltei HaGibborim it is alluded to in the Chumash in a verse in
Parashas Mikeitz. When Yosef meets his brothers, he tells his staff to prepare a meal for then so
that they can eat together. 190X> *ny 3 39 maw mav. The letter 11 at the end of the word nav along
with the letters 10 spell the word 7121117. This teaches us that the name Chanukah, which we know
refers to the fact that they rested from battle on the 25" (7" of Kislev), and which alludes to the
concept of chinuch, also means preparation, as in the rededication of the altar in the Beis
HaMikdash. (In fact, R’ Pinchas of Koritz suggests that Chanukah is a preparation for the light
of Moshiach). We certainly need to understand what is the more profound understanding of the
preparation and why is it found in the words of Yosef?

The 170 answers the famous question of the 701° n°2 as to why Chanukah is celebrated for 8 days
when in truth the miracle was only for 7 days (since the flask of oil contained sufficient fuel for
one day) based on the comment of the 777 that after Creation there is no longer such a thing as
ex nihilo creation. In order for a miracle to occur, there must be at least minimal substance, and
then the little bit can miraculously expand and increase. Thus, explains the v, at the end of the
first night there remained some oil even though in reality there was exactly enough to last the
night. That little bit of oil was the substance that allowed for expansion. Hence, also on the first
night a miracle occurred, namely, that not all of the oil was consumed although under normal
circumstances it should have.

Accordingly, we might explain the expression in the poem % 1¥» “From the remainder in the
flask a miracle occurred ...” and hence the insightful Sages made an 8 day Yom Tov.

However, the 7o 2py° M770 questions the premise of the 1v. Since according to Chazal the
amount of oil that was placed in the cups of the Menorah was the amount necessary for the
longest night of the year, why wouldn’t there be some oil left on any other night (which is
inevitably shorter)? Why was the leftover oil considered miraculous? The Toldos in truth makes
an astounding calculation (the details of which are beyond the scope of this article) that the year
in which the nes occurred, in 3622, Y903 112 was the longest night of the year. Thusly, there should
not have been any oil left. It is fascinating to note the depth concealed within the concise words
of the Taz. That the bit of oil left was a tremendous nes, because in truth there was only enough
for the longest night, which was exactly that night.
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5. The Gemara in Maseches Avoda Zarah(8a) teaches: Rav Chanan bar Rava said: The festival of
Calenda is celebrated for eight consecutive days following the winter solstice, which is the
shortest day of the year, whereas Saturnalia is celebrated for eight consecutive days preceding
the winter solstice.What were these holidays about? The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: When Adam
Harishon experienced the first winter of creation and saw the duration of each successive daytime
gradually decreasing, he said “Woe is to me! Perhaps because I have sinned it is becoming a
darkened world for me and the world is returning to a state of astonishing emptiness: and this is
the form that the death sentence decreed upon me from Heaven will take.” So, at the very end of
the fall, when the days were at their shortest, Adam fasted and prayed for eight days. However,
when he experienced the Teves solstice and saw the duration of each successive daytime
gradually increasing he realized that this was the natural turn of events for the days to lengthen
and shorten in regular cycles.”” In thanksgiving, he established an eight-day festival. The
following year he established both the days preceding the winter solstice and the days following
the winter solstice as festivals. The Baraisa adds that although these festivals were originally
established with good intentions, they later were corrupted by idolators.

This Gemara may certainly not be taken at face value. Is it possible that Adam HaRishon, the
wisest of men, created by Hashem alone and who captured the essence of every creature and gave
it its name, was unaware of the nature of the world and didn’t know that daylight gets shorter and
night longer and vice versa?! Why was he in panic over the phenomenon? And finally, why
when he realized his mistake, did he see reason to establish an eight-day holiday?

6. Seemingly this Baraisa must be understood on a deeper level. Night is a metaphor for physical
and spiritual darkness with one distant from the light of Hashem. It is a time of impurity. Adam
was afraid that as a result of his sin the world so was sunk in spiritual darkness getting darker
and darker day by day and that when the length of night reached its peak the world would be
doomed to eternal spiritual darkness. The long nights symbolized for Adam the catastrophic
result of his sin. He fasted and prayed that all of the spiritual havoc could be turned around. And
he succeeded! When he saw the days begin to get longer, he celebrated the indication that his
world could be saved. Even the longest night can eventually yield to spiritual light!

7. According to > the day that Potiphars wife attempted to ultimately seduce Yosef was a festival
of idolators very likely that day of the longest night of the year. When they all went to the temple
she feigned illness and decided that this was the day to finally accomplish her sordid goal,
something she had attempted for a full year. Yosef fought valiantly and was at the end of his rope
when Hashem miraculously showed him the vision of his father’s image which saved him.
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8. As the Toldos Yaakov Yosef taught this night was the night of the miracle of Chanukah. The
Chashmonaim fought with total self-sacrifice against the darkness of Yavan with no reasonable
natural chance of victory. On that night of ultimate darkness it seemed like Yavan would finally
vanquish the light of Hashem,Torah and Kedusha. The Chashmonaim exerted their best effort
and this triggered a Divine miracle with the night of deep darkness transformed into a beacon of
Kedusha light.

9. This is what Yosef alluded to his brothers. The power to overcome darkness at its height was
prepared for Am Yisrael by Yosef in his valiant battle against seductive corruption. This was not
merely his personal victory; it instilled in Am Yisrael the power to trigger miracles by going
above and beyond in our efforts to remain connected to Hashem under the most trying of
circumstances. Whenever Tumabh rears its ugly head in order to sever our ties to Kedusha and
Hashem we can link ourselves to Yosef and his investment in our spiritual DNA.

10. The Gemara teaches that the letter 77 which comes from Hashems Name was added to Yosefs
name as a result of the Kiddush Hashem he made by withstanding temptation. (see Sotah 36).
This was the meaning of the insidious declaration of the Yavanim. Write on the ox (a metaphor
for Yosef) that you have no part in the addition to his name that is a small part of Hashem. You
should forget about imagining that you can overcome the temptations of a cruelly seductive
world. You are doomed to be enveloped by spiritual darkness!

The Yom Tov of Chanukah reinforces in us every year as we relive the little bit of light that can
vanquish the darkness that the light of our neshamos can be rekindled and that even as we sit in
darkness Hashem lights up our lives. Even when it seems that we are hopelessly drowning in
palpable darkness if we make our best effort Hashem will shine His light into our hearts and lives
and we will know that we have a share in X *P19R.
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The Lesson of the Dreidel
Shalom Blobstein

There is no mention of the game of dreidel in any Gemorahs, Geonim or even Rishonim. The most
simple reason given is that when the Greeks came to see if the Jews were learning Torah, the
Yidden would take out their dreidels and make believe they were just playing a game.

Some have suggested that dreidel has its roots in a medieval game named Teetotum which would
use a four sided top. More likely though is that Teetotum is a derivative of the dreidel.

There are different reasons given to explain the four sides of the dreidel. Some say it represents
the four corners of the earth to which the Jews were sent into galus. Others learn it more
specifically represents the actual four different galus the Jews have had to endure. This fits nicely
with the four letters on our dreidel.

922 MY -T2 - ]
DI MY - A - 1
71° NP3 -1 -3
M M3 =YY -

The Bnai Yissochar explains that by spinning the dreidel we symbolize how Hashem turned the
Derech Hateva by enabling the few Chasmonim to defeat the great and mighty Yevanim.
Additionally, the letters on the dreidel when rearranged make up the word 7aws. This is where
Yaakov sent Yehuda to set up the yeshivos in Mitzrayim before Yaakov came down with his
family.

However we can ask two questions about this incident. First of all, why was Yehuda specifically
selected, from all the brothers, for the task of establishing the yeshivos prior to the arrival of
Yaakov and his family? Secondly, why does the Torah use the word Goshna and not simply say
Yehuda was sent to Goshen (w1 9R).

To answer these questions, the Bnai Yissochar brings from the Maharal in Gur Aryeh that the four
kingdoms correspond to the four mm> in a person. These are the 11%¥ 113, *2ow 12, *wo1 113, %19 112,
Every person has physical strength, intellectual strength, spiritual strength and when you combine
them all you have a fourth level of strength.
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In Galus Bavel the primary strength that was attacked was our spiritual strength because it was
Bavel who destroyed the Bais Hamikdash and therefor there would be no more karbonos which
represents our connection and relationship with Hashem as the pasuk says "2 pn »> wan".

The Persian Galus was focused on destroying our bodies as the pasuk in Megillas Esther says
"7aRDY 20 TR

The Greeks were focused on spreading their ideology and therefor attacked the minds of Klal
Yisroel. They wanted the world to adopt their philosophy and value system which was in
contradistinction to the Torah and its eternal values.

Finally, Rome wanted to destroy everything; the mind, body and soul.

The Bnai Yissochar explains Chazal tell us that one day Mashiach ben Dovid will redeem us.
Where will this redemption come from? He explains that Yaakov foresaw the four exiles that were
going to befall his children and therefor sent Yehuda, for whom Dovid would eventually descend,
down to Mitzrayim, which was the start of the four exiles, with the important mission of
establishing a yeshiva and bringing a sense of kiddusha in 73wa to the four kochos, *wo1 113, 2193 113,
"ow 13 and the 1%y 1> which has we explained earlier is also the 9571 ni> prior to the four exiles.
The first letter of these four kochos spells out 72wx. And of course, then it comes as no surprise that
mws is the gematria as mwn. Hashem should redeem us from this galus, as he redeemed the
Chasmonim in their galus 112°21 7072,
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CHANUKAH AND MEAH BERACHOS (100 BLESSINGS)
By Eliot Jacobowitz

L’ilui nishmas Shaul Yechezkel ben Avraham Eliyahu HaKohen (Saul 1. Jacobowitz)
— Shnas HaMeah and Michla bas Eliyahu (Mrs. Winnie Jacobowitz) — who was very passionate
about davening and Chanukah.

INTRODUCTION:

| recently had the zechus of speaking with the Bobover Rebbe-45, Horav Mordechai Dovid Ungar
Shlit”a. The idea for this Dvar Torah comes from him. An added special thank you to Rabbi
Mordechai Sitorsky Shlit"a.

BACKGROUND AND ELUCIDATION: CHANUKAH

There is an intrinsic connection between me’ah berachos and Chanukah. Chanukah, which
revolves around berachos (Hallel and Hodaah), is the final (seventh of seven) Rabbinic Mitzvah,
supplementing the Taryag (613) Mitzvos of the Torah.

Since all of the mitzvos are encapsulated in the Ten Commandments / Aseres HaDibros (Sa’adyah
Gaon,) the total of 620 Mitzvos corresponds to the 620 words contained in the Aseres HaDibros
(Ten Commandments). The final letter of the Aseres Hadibros, Chaf, therefore corresponds to
Chanukah (the final Rabbinic Mitzvah) and b’miluo has a of 100. Additionally, the nes was via
the Pach (hashemen) — also a gematriya of 100. (Bobover Rebbe-45)

As elucidated in the Kuzari, a om7 inanimate object, e.g. a rock is one of the four primary forms
of existence. It has a primordial source and had the furthest to “travel” to reach us; it is
simultaneously the lowest and the highest. Chanukah, the final mitzvah, similarly comes from a
very high source. It is rooted in the 25th word (Chanukah starts on the 25™ day of Kislev) of the
Torah - Ohr (light,) and can be correspondingly seen as the brightest Yom Tov of all - as it is
sourced from the Ohr Haganuz - the hidden light.

BACKGROUND AND ELUCIDATION: (ME’AH) BERACHOS

Berachos are fundamental in Judaism. Some examples: we begin our daily davening with a large
number of berachos and the Talmud Bavli begins with Maseches Berachos (Tractate Berachos).
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Maharal states that the only three letters in Hebrew that are double their preceding letter are 512
(the root of the word =1102). Similarly, Rabbeinu Bachya (Shemos 23) states that the word beracha
is a lashon tosefes - a language of supplement.

Berachos are the arrow running directly from the w77 max all the way through to us today.

Let’s present some background on the daily obligation of me’ah berachos (100 blessings)
according to Chazal, as presented in the Artscroll edition of the Bavli:

The Talmud Bavli in Maseches Menachos (43b) states the following in Perek HaTecheiles:
TRV DRW PROR’ T 7 PRIW NP IMRIW O 932 11972 IRD 7127 DTR 20 MR PRA 27 797 K0IN
(Devarim 10:12)

It was taught in a Baraisa: Rabbi Meir used to say: a person is obligated to recite 100 blessings
every day. For it is stated Now, O Israel, what does Hashem, your G-d, ask of you?” (Devarim
10:12)

The word 7 (what) may be read as if it were pronounced me’ah - one hundred. Thus, the verse
can be understood as saying: Now, O Israel, one hundred (blessings is what) Hashem, your G-d,
asks of you.

Rashi, Tosfos and Maharsha (in this Gemara and in Nesiv HaAvodah Section 14) explain that the
exposition parallels the plain meaning of the verse.

After posing the query What does... the passuk answers: only to revere G-d... That is, man’s
primary duty is to reverently recognize the Source of his being. One accomplishes this by reciting
blessings with intent and careful attention to their meaning. Repeating this exercise 100 times a
day causes a person to attain true reverence of his Maker. Although a Passuk is cited, this
obligation is actually Rabbinic and the verse is merely an Asmachta (a Scriptural allusion to a
Rabbinic law). The Rabbinic enactment originated with King David (Il Samuel 23:1). In this
passuk, the word %y - Al — established on high — has a gematriya of 100, alluding that David
established the 100 blessings per day.

At one point in King David’s lifetime, 100 Jews were dying daily for an unknown reason. King
David investigated and via Ruach HaKodesh determined that the response to this plague was the
recitation of me’ah berachos daily. He instituted their daily recitation as law and the deaths ceased.
— Rav Netronai Gaon cited by Tur Orach Chaim 46:3; also Midrash Tanchuma, Korach Section
12; Baal HaTurim to Shemos 38:27 and Devarim 4:4, 6:7, 31:16 and 33:1. Also Ramah MiPano
109, citing Sefer HaTikkunim.
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Let’s note who in particular taught this Baraisa in Menachos: Rabbi Meir. Like his Rebbe, Rabbi
Akiva, Rabbi Meir descended from o> (proselytes). How is this relevant? In Parshas Toldos, we
see that Yitzchak Avinu planned to bless his son Eisav 152 7% »3

7% in this case can be understood as (future) “bait”. Through the clever efforts of his wife and
his (other) son, Yitzchak ends up blessing Yaakov instead of Eisav. However, Yitzchak intended
the blessings to be for Eisav not Yaakov.

According to the Ari Hakadosh, (Likutei Torah, Ovadiah) and as further elucidated by the Me’or
Einayim, Yitzchak loved Eisav because he heard in the voice of Eisav the voices of the great
Tannaim that would descend from him; notably, Rabbi Akiva and Rabbi Meir (the future “bait™).
The name wv itself is in fact an acronym of Akivah, Shemayah V’Avtalyon, all great Tannaim
who were either geirim or descended from geirim, and all direct descendants of Eisav not Yaakov.
152 71X is the exact gematriya of the word Rav.

It is no surprise then that it was none other than Rabbi Meir who taught this Baraisa!

As hinted in this Gemara, 100 (and not 45 -mah- or any other number) seems to be the magic
number for the recitation of daily berachos. Tosfos state that there is an additional allusion to 100
berachos since the passuk of Devarim 10:12 contains 100 letters. Additionally, the Zohar
Hakadosh (end of Korach, Raaya Mehimna) states that the gematriya of the word mah in the
gematriya system of letter flipping known as ATBASH, is exactly 100 (90 + 10).

Homiletically, according to the Chidushei HaRim, in Shemos 39:27, (in an idea originally
developed by the Shaarei Orah) we see that 100 silver talents were used to cast bases for the o°17x
(foundation) of the 1own (Tabernacle,) the same as the (minimum) number of blessings required
each day. Just as the bases were the foundation of the Tabernacle, the 100 blessings are the
foundation of the Jewish People and its sanctity.

Additionally, Adanim is related to the Adon Olam - G-d. Just as the 100 bases upheld the
Tabernacle which testifies to G-d’s presence in this world, reciting me’ah berachos daily should
bring us to a profound awareness of G-d.

Chazal greatly valued the recitation of me’ah berachos daily. The Tzror Hamor states that one who
recites 100 berachos daily fulfills the entire Torah. The Arukh Hashulchan explains (46:61) that
me’ah berachos has within it TEN - and all TENs have kedushah. Maaser min HaMaaser is Kodesh
Kodoshim, Holy of Holies.

Kabbalistically, the source of all berachos are the mw 7720 PRI MROY 93 MYDW M50 WY
IRAT NIPN PW PR AN WY DORYD WY MR ARN? MWYI 312w 112 T MY2aN02 1w X7 IMntwT 7
moMa.

31



o~ N~
w"'ywn 7300 S MIAR 25 20w VIS

To understand the matter of me’ah berachos in a historical and chronological context, a chakirah
(halachic investigation) is brought in the Sefer HaManhig (The Manhig, Avraham ben Nosson,
was a Rishon who was a contemporary of the Rambam) determines that this obligation is a mesorah
(tradition) beginning with the Avos Hakedoshim and continuing via Moshe Rabbeinu. He further
states that the tradition was forgotten and redeveloped by King David as described above. It was
forgotten again and then established by Rabbi Meir in the Gemara in Menachos 43b. Incidentally,
Menachos 43b (43+2) is the same gematriya -45- as the word mah.

Interestingly, the obligation was considered so important that the Geonim originally counted the
me’ah berachos as one of the 248 Mitvos Asei - positive commandments. (Rambam famously
questioned the inclusion of Rabbinic Mitzvos into the 613).

Me’ah berachos is not just for men! Rav Ovadiah Yosef (Yalkut Yosef - Hilchos Pesukei
D’Zimrah Page 47) states that women should also strive to recite me’ah berachos daily since their
recitation is not a Xn7x yarnw nwy mxn a time bound commandment that women are exempted from.

In order for us to understand the chain of initial transmission of me’ah berachos, the Zohar
Hakadosh states that the tradition began with Avraham Avinu: the gematriya of the two words
Lech Lecha is 100.

According to the Rekanti (Toldos) and as explained by the Shelah Hakadosh, it was from there
that Yitzchak Avinu inherited the concept of me’ah berachos as is hinted in Beraishis 26:12 - Meah
Shearim - he reaped 100 fold.

7"y% it seems to me that the tradition continues with Yaakov Avinu in Beraishis 31:7 and Beraishis
31:41, with the double appearance of the words a°in nawy. Chazal tell us that the reference is to
the 100 times (10 times 10) that Yaakov was cheated by Lavan, not the literal 10 times. Sifsei
Chachamin (unabridged) brings 100 illustrations of the ways that he was cheated.

Enough was enough for Yaakov: from the words o°12 nawy - the mi2°n 1 - an- from the one who
was called on produces an oy in ma°n *wx"

CHANUKAH AND THE YOMIM TOVIM

The parshiyos that we read in the month of Kislev each have a beracha component — Parshas
Toldos which usually aligns with the Shabbos Mevarchim Chodeh Kislev has approximately 30
references to beracha by itself.

Chanukah is all about the celebration of the Oral Torah: the patient love of Yitzchak Avinu for
Eisav paved the way for Chanukah and the masters of the Oral Torah — Rabbi Akivah, Rabbi Meir
and Shemayah and Avtalyon.
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Chanukah is beloved by all Jews since it encapsulates all the other Yomim Tovim. Let’s look at
the Yomim Tovim individually and we will see their particular connection to the Yom Tov of
Chanukah.

Pesach- Chanukah is like Pesach - total freedom is celebrated. Purim does not celebrate total
freedom since we do not recite Hallel on Purim. The Ari Hakadosh states that the root of the word
Pesach is Peh Sach - the mouth that talks. On the 85th day of the year (Chanukah- corresponding
to the gematriya of Peh 119 ) we feature Hallel and Hoda’ah, much as the mouth plays the central
role at the Pesach Seder (e.g. drinking wine and speaking at the Seder).

Shavuos - Shavuos is the time of Mattan Torah — Torah Sheh B’chsav (The Torah of Moshe
Rabbeinu). Chanukah is the time of Mattan Torah — Torah Sheh B’al Peh (The Torah of Rabbi
Akiva). We eat dairy at both Yomim Tovim. Both fall out in the third respective month of the year.
The gematriya of Sivan (the month of Shavuos) is the same as the gematriya of Kislev (the
beginning of Chanukah).

Sukkos - Chanukah is a continuation of Sukkos. According to Bais Shammai, at Chanukah we
light the candles in decrease mode (not the halacha). This parallels the decrease mode of korbanos
that are brought on Sukkos. —k’neged Parei Hachag (Peh again!) The esrog is the Pri Eitz Haddar
— which parallels Mihadrin min Hamehadrim on Chanukah. The esrog is taken in the left hand —
we light the Chanukah Menorah on the left side.

Shemini Atzeres — The other Yom Tov explicitly associated with the number 8. YIchuda Sh’lim.

Purim — King Achashverosh married Queen Esther on Rosh Chodesh Teves during Chanukah, thus
intertwining Purim and Chanukah.

Rosh Hashanah — Rosh Hashanah is Mattisyahu in gematriya. According to the Bnei Yissaschar,
the g’mar hachasima is on Chanukah.

Yom Kippur — The chasimah; Chanukah is the g’mar hachasimah. The miracle of Chanukah is
brought about via the Kohen Gadol (the oil was Munach B’Chosamoh shel Kohen Gadol). It is
the Kohen Gadol who performs the Yom Kippur Avodah.

Lag B’Omer - the fifth Yom Tov — Hod Sheh B’hod (see the note below on Hod — Hod is the the
Bais Hamikdash).

15 Av - Tu B’Av - Hoshea ben Eilah got rid of the guards that prevented the Jews from entering
Yerushalayim — on Chanukah, we return to the Bais Hamikdash in Yerushalayim.

Shabbos — there is always at least one Shabbos over Chanukah, and sometimes two.
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Rosh Chodesh - Chanukah always falls out over Rosh Chodesh Teves.

15 Shevat — Tu B’Shvat - The Torah learning that we do following Chanukah during the Leilei
Teves HaArukhim (the long nights of the month of Teves, which contains Chanukah) are
analogous to the newly flowing sap that brings the first stirrings of life on Tu B’Shvat, which kicks
off all of our Yom Tovim for the following year. (Thank you PR).

Now that we have shown how Chanukah encapsulates the other Yom Tovim, we can link the Yom
Tov of Chanukah with the mea’h berachos as well.

R’ Avrohom Schorr in his sefer Halekach v’Halibuv on Chanukah brings the Chasam Sofer (Toras
Moshe — Bamidbar) who ties the enumeration of the tribe of Binyamin in Parshas Bamidbar of
35,400 men to Chanukah and me’ah berachos.

Since the source of beracha is the Bais Hamikdash and the Bais Hamikdash was located in
Binyamin’s territory (see also Tehillim 133:3), it emerges that the main source of me’ah berachos
was in the territory of Binyamin. Reciting 100 berachos a day across a (simple) year with 354 days
comes out to exactly 35,400 berachos! The return to the Bais Hamikdash (whose source is Hod —
Berachos 58) in Yerushalayim on Chanukah connects the two directly.

This is very appropriate, since berachos are defined by the middah of Hod, since berachos are an
acknowledgment that we need to thank G-d for everything. As the Rokeach brings in his Peirush
HaTefillah (Os 61 Peirush Retzei) and the Abudraham remarks (Shemoneh Esrei, Modim), the
word Modim has a gimatriya of 100, further tying the daily recitation of berachos to the magic
number 100.

The Bobover Rebbe-45 Shlit”a in his Dibros Kodesh (note the gematriya value of 45 — see
Menachos 43b as above) has provided us with some wonderful chiddushim on Chanukah and
me’ah berachos.

The Rebbe brings the Sar Shalom of Belz who points out that the milui of the word Chanukah is
T’nu Peh (peh again!). Peh b’miluo is 100. Me’ah berachos are an avodah b’peh, since King David
established their daily (oral) recital.

He further links Chanukah and me’ah berachos with the Kohanim, since the Chashmonaim were
of course Kohanim. As he elucidates: there are a total of 25 berachos associated with the Yom Tov
of Chanukah; 3 berachos on the first night, two berachos for each of the next seven nights and
eight berachos for reciting Hallel on each of the eight days of Chanukah.

This total of 25 Chanukah berachos corresponds to the 713 as instructed to the Kohanim in 13720 71>
oX%7w° 212 nx. Of course, Chanukah is comprised of the two words 715 1n. The Rebbe adds that the
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berachos we recite during the Yom Tov of Chanukah have an influence and elevate the 100
berachos that we recite daily all year round! (It is interesting to note that many kehillos begin the
Torah laining of Chanukah with the pesukim of Birchas Kohanim).

May we all be zocheh to recite the daily me’ah berachos this Chanukah in Yerushalyim Ir
Hakodesh (Makom Aron Aino Min HaMiddah — All Roshei Teivos are among the letters ME’ AH)
with Aharon HaKohen lighting the Menorah in the Bais Hamikdash — not on the left side but on
the right side!
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The Pit and the Crown

Avi Langer

Snakes and Scorpions

The Gemara in Shabbos (:25) brings two seemingly distinct o> nx» from R’ Tanchum: (1)1 22
that is placed higher than 20 mnx is 2109; (2) the Torah says when Yosef was thrown into the pit —
o°n 12 PR P Mam — if the pit was empty, of course there wasn’t water? It must be that although
there was no water, there were snakes and scorpions.

Other than the fact that R” Tanchum is the author of both of these o> nxn, the ow-on are puzzled
as to what the connection between them might be. The more famous vw» from the Torah Temimah
(72:7% 2w) is that the source telling us that the Menorah is 7105 above 20 nnx is specifically from
the episode with Yosef in the pit. But how?

Why did the brothers decide to throw Yosef in the pit? Because they didn’t want to have his blood
on their hands by killing him, so they instead decided to throw him into a pit. Now, had they known
that there were dangerous snakes and scorpions in the pit, they never would have thrown him in
because that would essentially be the death sentence they were trying to avoid. So it must have
been that they didn’t know there were snakes and scorpions in the pit because they didn’t see it.*
But why didn’t they see? Because the pit was deep — more than 20 mnx deep.? So we see that
something which is more than 20 nvak away — X1°y 77°2 Rvbw X2 — it can’t be seen.

One of the essential components, if not the essential, of lighting the Menorah is xo%1 »m079. If a
Menorah can’t be seen because it’s too high, then you don’t have xo°1 >moao. From this R’
Tanchum derives that a Menorah more than 20 nmx high will be %105 because you can’t see it.’

11t can’t be that it was night and dark out because their decision to kill Yosef (which ultimately
led to his being thrown into the pit) had the level of a ruling from Bais Din and Bais Din can
only judge at night.

2 We know this because the Torah says “17277 1n& 19°9w"” — and the waon at the end of the first

P79 IN TN says DwYn NIND %W PX.

% The o>won try to distinguish between the pit that was looking down and the Menorah which is
looking up, but that is out of the scope of this article. They also explain the difference between
Chanukah where it’s 7100 and by Sukkah where, had the wall gone all the way up to the 70, it
would have been kosher even above 20 nwx. The o°%5 xwa distinguish between a wall together
with a roof where the 777 of the eye is to follow it straight up as opposed to by Chanukah where
it’s just a wall by itself so the eye will not follow it to the top.
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Blame Yehuda

R> Avraham Yehuda HaKohen 5"xr1, the 17 n°2 2& in Beregszasz, Hungary and the author of 190
7-K 9P, says a fascinating vws based on the Yismach Moshe to explain the connection between
the o wxn of R” Tanchum. The vp%° brings that when the brothers wanted to kill Yosef, Yehuda
stood up and saved him — as it says “vx¥a nn 777-> %1, And really, due to the high esteem to
which the brothers held Yehuda, if he would have told them to cancel any plans with Yosef
altogether, they would have listened to him.* However, Yehuda did not go that far and “didn’t
complete the job” of saving Yosef and, as a result, was removed from his high pedestal amongst
the brothers, which subsequently led to the episode with Tamar.

But it’s strange, why was Yehuda blamed more than the other brothers? True, he didn’t succeed
in completely saving Yosef, but at the very least he saved him from death. Shouldn’t that count
for something? Why was he punished as a result of his actions when he seems to be the real hero
of the story in comparison to his brothers who weren’t punished then?

The Yismach Moshe suggests that while Yehuda did save Yosef from death, it was Reuven who
first saved Yosef when he suggested to throw Yosef in the pit. The Torah says that Reuven made
this suggestion o7 1R %77 1wn%. The Ramban and the Mizrachi both explain that Reuven and the
other brothers must not have known that the pit had snakes and scorpions. If they had, they would
have realized that if Yosef could emerge unscathed from that death trap, he most certainly is a
great Tzaddik to whom they could do no harm.

But that begs the question: although the brothers might yet not have known the greatness of their
younger brother, Yosef who was saved surely knew. Why didn’t Yosef simply tell the brothers
what happened in the pit, which would have saved him from being sold?

R’ Tarfon and the Figs

The Gemara in Nedarim (62a) relates that during a time when figs were permitted to be collected
from the fields, R’ Tarfon was caught collecting figs by the field owner and stuffed in a sack.
Unaware of R’ Tarfon’s identity, the field owner approached a river to toss the sack overboard and
R’ Tarfon exclaimed “Woe to R’ Tarfon that this [man] is killing him.” Realizing who he had

4 See Rashi in 38,1
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captured, the man dropped the sack and ran away. R’ Avahu said in the name of R’ Chananya ben
Gamliel that for the rest of R’ Tarfon’s life he lamented using the 770 »w 71> for his benefit.>

The Gemara asks that if that time period (when the shearing knives were put away and thus
permitted to the public) was permitted for taking figs, why did the man capture R’ Tarfon — he was
allowed to take figs? The Gemara explains that someone was also stealing grapes from the field
owner and when he saw R’ Tarfon he just assumed that R” Tarfon was also the grape thief. But,
the Gemara asks, if the man was indeed ready to kill R” Tarfon, why was R’ Tarfon so bothered
that he used 770 5w 7703 — it was wa1 mps and he needed to do anything he could to save himself?
The Gemara answers that R’ Tarfon was very wealthy and he should have used his money to
appease the man. R’ Tarfon was pained that he derived benefit from the Torah instead of just
spending even what might have been a costly sum.

For that reason, explains the Yismach Moshe, Yosef also did not want to reveal to the brothers that
he was a 713 p>73. Doing so would have utilized the 77 n 5w 3105 for his own benefit, even at the
expense of being sold. With this we can understand why Yehuda was to blame more than the other
brothers. When Yehuda suggested that instead of killing him, they should sell him, he effectively
removed any excuse of woa1 mps that Yosef would have had to reveal his true identity to the
brothers. While being sold is not geshmak, it doesn’t rise to the level of allowing someone to utilize
and benefit from 7710 5w 77n3. So, as helpful as Yehuda might have thought he was being, he was
actually hurting Yosef even more and that is why he is blamed for not finishing the job.

AR 0WYA 75V 0910 M

Tosafos in Shabbos (71 11"7) asks why by 72111 21 does it say that higher than 20 nmnX is 2109 — why
not just say that if it’s higher than 20 n1nx, you need to lower it? Tosafos answers that since np%71
myn v — the lighting of the candles is actually the mitzvah - so to say that you need to lower it
would have required a lot of extra words. The Gemara would have had to first explain that you

® The w1 in (:72 ,2:7) oy aw brings a parallel story where R’ Tarfon had gone down to his
own orchards and began eating figs. Guards found him and began to beat him. When he saw his
life was in danger, he said to them, “By your life, announce to the house of Tarfon that they
should prepare shrouds for him.” When they heard this they fell upon their faces and begged
for forgiveness. R’ Tarfon told them that he forgave them in advance of each blow. An
interesting explanation to understand the connection between the two stories can be found
here: https://www.etzion.org.il/en/shiur-28-stories-r-tarfon-and-figs.
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need to put it out, lower it and then relight it (because the initial lighting wasn’t good) — instead of
all that m>>x the Gemara simply says that it’s 109.

In the question of whether it’s the np%77 or the nmaa of the Menorah that does the mitzvah, the
Gemara attempts to bring proofs from different cases. The Gemara first tries to bring a "&~ from a
case where a person is holding the 10111 71 in his hand and the 170%7 is that it’s not a good lighting
— which seems to indicate that placing it down in the right place is the mitzvah (mx»n nww nnan)
and that’s why you aren’t xxv. The Gemara rejects this “&- because maybe really np>77 is the
mitzvah and the reason why holding it in your hand isn’t good is because someone watching will
think that the person lit it for his own needs.

The second &1 the Gemara brings is from a case where a person lit inside and then brought the lit
Menorah outside and the halacha there also is that it’s not a good lighting — which seems that
lighting is the mitzvah and that’s why you aren’t xx» because you lit in an improper place. The
Gemara rejects this also for the same reason — maybe really the placing is the mitzvah and the
reason why you aren’t xx1° when you bring it outside is because someone watching will think that
the person moved it for his own needs.

The Tur and the Shulchan Aruch (7van 'o) both jpos that the lighting is the mitzvah and in a case
where you lit inside and brought it out it won’t work. And they both bring a reason why it won’t
work — because maybe someone watching will think you lit it inside for your own needs. All the
o°woon are bothered why they need to add the reason why it’s not good because maybe someone
watching will think you lit it for your own needs — the reason why it’s not good is because they
hold mxn aww 7p%77 and since you lit it in an improper place, the lighting itself was deficient —
why do they need to add this other reason? The o°waon explain that while it is true that 7w np5Tn
mxn alone is enough of a reason as to why the lighting is 2109, but since the Gemara ends off with
the reason of 7271 137%% 21K 7X117 — that is the main reason why the lighting is not good, because
someone watching will think he lit it for his own needs.®

There is a np12rn in the Gemara whether a person may benefit from the light of the candles. The
Magen Avraham (35 "o 301 '0) says that this that there’s a concern that people may think you lit
it for your own needs only makes sense according to the v w that it’s forbidden to benefit from
the candles. According to the one who says it’s permitted, the person can light the candles for the
mitzvah and still derive benefit from its light. But since we 3po» that it’s forbidden to benefit from
the candles, so when a person lights higher than 20 ninx and then decides to move it lower than 20
nnR, he will not be xx1> because someone who is watching will say that he lit it for his own needs.

6 See the Spwi nenn 01K 13 1" ,n"2 and the HXin1 127p who all elaborate on this.
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According to this we can further appreciate the Tosafos we mentioned above. Tosafos asked why
the Gemara says that lighting higher than 20 nwx is 2105 — why didn’t it instead say to fix the
problem and make it lower? And the answer, Tosafos explains, is because there’s no simple way
to say it! The Gemara would have had to first say that mxn» 7wy 1p277 and the reason you have to
be sure to light it in the proper way is because someone watching may think you’re doing it for
your own purpose and the reason why someone may think that is because it’s forbidden to benefit
from the light of the Menorah. Because there are so many steps to explain this option of lowering
it, the Gemara simply said that higher than 20 nwax is 9109.

TIRD wnnwa® MoR

The ow7pn 0100 explain that the 700 of why personal benefit from the Menorah’s candles is
forbidden is because the 17211 21 is a 1 to the =7 of the Torah and just like it’s forbidden to
benefit from 770 Hw 7703, so too it’s forbidden to benefit from the light of the Menorah.’

With this in mind we can now understand the connection between the two seemingly distinct
o nkn of R” Tanchum.

To refresh our memory, R’ Tanchum first said that a Menorah lit above 20 nnx is 2109. And we
now know well that the reason why it’s %109 is because someone watching will think that the person
lit it for himself. And the reason why he will think that is because it’s forbidden to benefit from
the candles (so if he can’t benefit from the Menorah light, he must not have lit it for the mitzvah).
And the reason why it’s forbidden to benefit from the candles is because you can’t benefit from
the =& of the Torah.

You know where we can find the biggest &2 that you can’t benefit from the = of the Torah?
Says R’ Tanchum in his second x2»1: the episode of Yosef HaTzaddik! The Torah says there was
no water — oh, then we must w17 that there were snakes and scorpions. But if there were snakes
and scorpions, why didn’t Yosef say anything? It must be because saying so would have benefited
from the = of the Torah.

" 99wws 2121 07MdR MY,
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Being Squeezed like An Olive is a Good Thing
by Jacob Rubinstein

Since we were young, our educators imparted that the ideal fashion?® to kindle the menorah light
was to submerge a cotton wick in olive oil and light that wick. The Mishnah? articulates, regarding
the original Menorah, that we manufacture olive oil by thrashing olives in a basket and only the
foremost trickles are to be used for Menorah. In contrast, for Menachos, applying oil from
subsequent pressings to korbanos is acceptable, b 'dieved.

Rationale for Olive Oil on Chanukah

One justification for olive oil acting as the preferred illuminator on Chanukah, is because the
miracle included olive oil.® However, why was olive oil used prior to this story? Olive oil does
embody some unique characteristics, for instance, it is more clear than other lighting
instrumentalities.* Still, 1 believe that Chazal has provided a deeper dimension of olive oil’s
significance on this holiday. The Gemara writes that klal yisrael is likened to an olive tree;> Rav
Yochanan says just like olives produce their finest result (oil) when beaten, so too the ultimate
performance of yidden occurs only after beating (suffering) and teshuva.

Yidden Improve When Crushed; Nisyonos are an Opportunity

Presumably, Rav Yochanan’s analogy would align with the meimra of Reish Lakish® that suffering
purifies us. Distress is a test to gauge our dedication under difficult circumstances, but distress also
acts an opportunity.

For example, imagine Feivy, a 7" grader, sitting for a science exam administered in May
of the school year that was supposed to be the class final. Feivy ends up with a 53 and his
final average is 64; according to school policy he will have to repeat science. If the teacher
changes his stance and decides to give another exam, many kids will groan, but for Feivy
this test is a life saver. If Feivy could swing an 80, he is in the clear. One more test, is the
chance Feivy has been so desperately seeking.

! Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 673:1-2
2 Menachos 86a

3 Shabhos 21b

4 Shabbos 23a

> Menachos 53b

® Brachos 5b
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We often cannot see it, but nisyonos tend to be our salvation of a final exam. When malachim
distrusted Avraham Avinu’s aptitude to meet his purported greatness, trials were the method
Hashem used so Avraham could prove it. The Ramban’ says the objective of a nisayon is for an
individual to portray the koichis he failed to apprehend that he had inside. The tested individual
may not have realized that he is the type that can maintain the same mitzvah portfolio with 20%
less salary. The impending doom he perceives from an exchange with his manager where he is told
his salary will decrease, may in fact be golden. The olive oil projects the greatest recesses of our
soul that emanate only in the face of a struggle.

Allegorical Stance: Wicks as Mitzvos; Torah as Fire

Shlomo Hamelech tells us® that: wicks represent mitzvos and torah is fire and the path to life is
through receiving mussar. This combination is precisely our process on Chanukah. The Vilna
Gaon interprets this pasuk as viewing that all 3 elements feed into the other.

Olive Oil: The Torah Projector

The light of Torah is the brightest light, but that brightness can swing positively or negatively.
Chazal tell us Torah can be poison for one who learns for improper motives®, as Torah is the
projection of our true character. Here, Torah reveals our strength during trying times.

Even with the purest motives, we may conclude an emerging challenge is too much for us. We
must remember the explanation of the Tzror Hamor® who brings down that the morning of the
akeidah, Hashem put a kur of barzel before Avraham. Avraham could have responded, that if a
person has a well-meaning thought but it did not pan out, the Torah views it as if he did the
mitzvah!!. Avraham could have said, | tried but Hashem spoiled the moment, still, he walked up
to the kor and it suddenly disappeared.

This demonstrates that often a challenge arises, and we find it overwhelming. At times, we try,
and our effort leaves us feeling that we gave our all and Hashem made it impossible. Still, if we
push there may be an achievability we missed. In fact, it’s the same Hashem who will not oppose
us with hurdles we cannot withstand. Each trial is an “artificial” conduit to growth. Nisyonos show
us our unappreciated greatness and act as the only springboard to the next rung on the crucial
ladder of our introspective journey.

7 Shaar Hagemul Perek 5
8 Mishlei 6:23

% Taanis 7a

10 Breishis 22

11 Kiddushin 40a
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If the Parable of Olive Oil is Us Squeezing Ourselves, Why First Drips?

Olive oil is appropros as it reminds us of the best versions of ourselves which shines only with our
backs against the wall and asking whether we will choose the mitzvah. Yet, there is a piece that’s
puzzling based on understanding the allegory of olives; if we use olive oil because it’s symbolic
of “being pushed down brings forth our ‘A game’,” are we using the right oil? The Gemara says
that Menorah uses the first oil of crushed olives, should it not be the last drippings of what was
left behind? Do we not want to use the icon of the character metamorphosis after withstanding so

much pressing down?
It’s Not About “Yisurin’ Total but rather Yisurin-openness

| believe the answer comes from two pesukim, one in Mishlei and one in Yeshaya. Shlomo
Hamelech tells us “open rebuke is better than hidden love,”*? the Ralbag explains that when we
reprimand our friends such an act carries more significance than hidden love we hold for friends.
The message, the Ralbag says, is that only the rebuke carries long-term impact.

Moreover, in Yeshaya'® we are told [You struck, and he celebrated behold through their suffering
we would be saved]. Malbim learns that this means by responding to pain with joy, gives us a
license to a format of tefillah that has an acceptance rate that is unparalleled.

It seems these mefarshim provide clarity to our question. Our question relied on the assumption
that olive oil reminds us of the volume of suffering, where really the value of growth from suffering
is just being open to it. True, each nisayon further refines us, but the principle boils down to
willingness to endure challenges with love.

Our alikeness to an olive is to recognize that rebuke has a deeper impact than ahava from the guy
who loves us. When Hakadosh Baruch Hu strikes us down that is the manifestation of the ultimate
chesed. He brings out characteristics of which we lacked awareness. The friend who rebukes us
says, | love you, but you can do more. If we can hear that, it is truly legendary and represents the
proverbial olive within us.

Sometimes, our sole focus is the test and we initiate an attack plan to overcome the trial, but, in
some instances, we may ignore the test. However, the high-grade prayers we can offer is to
demonstrate we dance when challenged because we recognize it’s our chance to shine. Hashem
says those that do not recoil, are my elite. Just like in a professional setting, we may only criticize
those whom for which we are the most invested in their success.

12 Mishlei 27:5
1 64:4

43



o~ N~
w"'ywn 7300 S MIAR 25 20w VIS

Chanukah is when we reflect and understand we can conquer any obstacle; obstacles do not inhibit
our spirituality, but they enhance them. We see our ancestors were the m ‘atim in whose hands the
rabim fell and for that we are joyous for all time. This holiday has pirsumei nisa, where we hold
if you have two entrances to a courtyard, we light at both and that we alter our lighting practices
when we are away or coming home late because of what others may think. We must share our light
with the world! Yiddishkeit usually demands modesty, but when we win as underdogs, it is vital
to share hope with the world. Moreover, the rare nature of a command to be ‘spiritually
ostentatious’, should arouse the lighter to recognize the depth of potential hope. The message is
that I have hope and that hope is so powerful that I must communicate it to the world!

The priority when tested is to remind ourselves that we know this is what excites us more than just
happiness and approval. We declare that we mean the most to Hashem when we say we are happy
when things fail to go our way because Hashem wants us to prove our love and dedication to Him
and to recognize we were more than we realized. Hopefully, we can enlighten ourselves this
holiday and truly act like an olive and through that truly light the oil within ourselves and be
mikareiv the klal. Chag Sameach!
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Seeing the Light
Rabbi Yossi Schwartz

Our conflict with the Greek empire was not merely a military one, it was and still is primarily a
spiritual one. What is that conflict and how is it relevant today when we no longer seem to suffer
from the religious oppression or even the intellectual draw of Greek philosophy and culture? The
fact that Chanukah was established as an eternal Yom Tov indicates that we are still feeling the
effects of the Greek exile and the mitzvah of Chanukah candles somehow give us the strength and
insight to fight against it. What exactly are we supposed to take from the Chanukah candles that
will help us overcome this enduring enemy?

The Mabharal in Tiferes Yisroel explains a shocking Gemara:

TRW °197 011 77N 0NN DORXPW D8N DONI0 TNPN PR a1 0101 3" (R"Y KD 0°771) QW 1INRY N
121,02 922" 7127 TR 3700 NN RIAW 317 927 2,792 19720 1 OR AR D .TnN 7702 1°072n
%Y 127 922°"'Wn 7120w 17 1277 P, POTX RIT 00N RPN XIT OXR AR .NMWE OR 71037 720809 v
7707 ON2IR 272w TR HY 3707 72020 %3 5707 DR 227 127 001 7000 00 7Y IR 992 77N NN
7172 PR ,AMNMNT OX NN 77N TIN0D QPR WRD 0D ,TnD? DRIV NNT AYWA DIPRT DA P20 AT 12T
712 P27 ORI 2RI MPAT RT 72IR 9290 ,003wH 7R PR 9,770 NI AR 02N awn DR 0a0RT onow
INIW 7392 0w DR 127 922 770727 PRY P20 AT 027 ,07°78 12720 ROW 3700 NAAR 79°591 082 P27 N

N0

The Gemara is discussing the phenomenon of Talmidei Chachamim having children that do not
follow in the footsteps of their father regarding his love and commitment to Torah learning, and
the Gemara ascribes this to the fact that the fathers don’t say Birchas HaTorah. The Maharal
explains that the Gemara doesn’t mean that they literally don’t say Birchas HaTorah, rather that
the purpose of Birchas HaTorah is for one to feel a love and dveykus to the Giver of the Torah.
Talmidei Chachamim specifically can have difficulty feeling a love to Hashem through their
learning because of their love for the Torah itself, which can cause then to forget about purpose of
learning Torah - to develop a love for the Giver of the Torah.

Let us explore this further by learning about light. The Torah is called light: 2 770 mgn 2100,
What is the meaning of the Torah being described as light? Everything we see is through the
medium of light. Light bounces off an object and enters our eyes, allowing us to see the object.
Even when using light to see we don’t necessarily see the source of the light. The source of light
is called the mx», as the Torah calls the sun - 21737 "%, There is something unique about the
relationship between light and the source from which it radiates. Even when light emanates from
the mxn it remains connected to its source and if for one moment it was separated it would cease
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to exist. When we see a ray of sunlight we are not seeing something separate and independent of
the sun, rather it is the sun itself emanating outwards. Unlike for example a father and son -
although the father is the source of the son, the son has his own independent existence. Light on
the other hand has no independent existence. Yet it is not the same as the source of light - it is
merely a ray or an emanation of the source of light.

Based on this we can understand why the Torah is called mx. The Torah is an emanation of the
y"wan. It is not something separate or independent that was given to us by Him, rather it is like a
ray of light that is inexorably connected and bound up with its source. This is why learning Torah
is the greatest way to cleave to Hashem - as the prmr sayst: Xn» X1 7"23p K72 X7 PIwpm PaT's
2%, When learning Torah one is accessing something that came forth from Hashem, yet at the
same time is still one with Him. But in order to cleave to Hashem through the Torah there is one
condition: that one has in mind to connect to Hashem through his learning. Just like one can use
light without ever noticing its source, so too it is possible to learn Torah without being cognizant
of the fact that it emanates from Hashem Himself. Even if one finds the Torah’s depth, logic and
structure intellectually enlightening, and even if one uses the ethics and morals of the Torah to live
a refined life, that is seeing the =& of the Torah but not necessarily connecting to the 2% - to the
Giver of the Torah.

R’ Tzadok writes that learning Torah in order to cleave to Hashem is called nnomi nvnoio - the
inner dimension of the wisdom of the Torah, but if someone learns only for the sake of having
knowledge or gaining wisdom than he is learning o°11x°n 0>190 - external wisdom.

RIPI 7T 772PT 2w 1T AN WRanw ) T1an awn RiT 9o nrnIon a3 (78 may) oonkn cph ,p1TE M
XY M AR ,AN0N BW ANTRI0a AT RIT I ('8 2" P YD TR 7P RDPTIK 0D 00 N1ntin
1972 RPW 9y ['R X"D] 2°7732 1K 7T Y1 ,87p °12 92 Nnon RIM 2°NXN 82190 XIP3 A7 "W 091 Roma
91 7772 7N 1T O, 1AEYA 90 1K) 127 IR IMIT NN X 21PR 932 9727 Y X0 900 7N

AW 7120 AN 10 NYYT R

Even if someone is not learning Torah on a high intellectual level - perhaps he listens to a Daf
Yomi shiur simply because it’s the right thing to do, because Hashem asked us to learn His Torah
- but he has no aspirations to be a gadol in learning, this will also ultimately connect him to the
Giver of the Torah, as the Midrash says?: 7w 2vinb 117mn maw. It is specifically when one learns

IR v

25027 179°R RNTND
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Torah with a simple faith and without intellectual sophistication that one is able to connect to the
TRy - to the source of the light.

R’ Tzadok writes ((37 'av) o nxn *vIpb) that this is the deeper meaning of the one flask of oil that
was uncontaminated by the Greeks:

MWD OnW...J0R 0T 23 RIT 79 DI 1AW 72517 2172 YN DN 1AW D K¥NI 071 71012 2170 2172 100
DONNAY 22w OnY PRY YPIRT YA NRYAIT AN ,2pY° DT RIIW 77N W0 072 DAY ...DOY3 NI R
A0 W 1NN 7MY 770 NIRWIY X7 701 °12 Niadna

R’ Tzadok explains that oil refers to iom, and the Greeks were &nwn all of the ion of the Jewish
people by disconnecting us from the nnonn n1»od, from learning Torah in order to find the 2y -
to cleave to the y"wan. Instead they got us to learn Torah for its intellectual beauty.

So how did we successfully overcome their assault? The answer is that we found a cruse of oil
which refers to the simple Jews who are like small simple clay vessels, who were unaffected by
the spiritual contamination of the Greeks. They were not blinded by the bright light of intellectual
sophistication, and instead continued to learn with simple faith because of one reason - because
they felt the deep love of the y"wan that is cloaked in every word of the Torah. Their Torah was
pure. This is the message that the ¥"w27 was conveying to the Jewish people through the Kohanim
finding that one small untouched flask and using it to rekindle the light of the Torah.

7222 aMIRY ROR 072 wanwn? nwn 1 PRI, Perhaps based on what we’ve seen the deeper meaning
of this is that we shouldn’t use the light of the candles, which corresponds to the =& of the Torah,
merely as a medium that allows us to see, rather our goal is to see the source of the light, the 2x»,
the flame itself. 7252 onIR7% XK.

47



N
w"'ywn 7300 S MIAR 25 20w VIS

N0%1 1005
Ari Szafranski

At the heart of much of 751n n171 Ma%n is the 171y of X1 *m070. When to light, what to light, where
to light, and how many candles to light, and are influenced or dictated by how to get the onlooker
to perceive the maximum Ro°1 m079. Even if one followed all the correct n5%17 of 721 Ny, but
initially held the 151n 21 in his hand too long and then put it down in its place he is not xx» the
mxn because an onlooker may think that the candles was for his own personal use and not a =1
oM.

It is interesting that, as fundamental as this 75777 of &0°1 °m10119 is, it is only mentioned in the X713
a few times, seemingly incidentally. There are 3 x7nas that we will address:

A2 07 naw

LTV N2 01 - VI WITRY NP2 01 .00 21w DR LTV NP2 03 - 910 311002 71 ) RDWO ,K27 NN
DIWR LTV 210 71 1RAPPT IR ,VINT - 927V 217 VITR 200 210 WITPY 79130 011827 V1A 002 2w 2wn
.XD1 71079 DN ATV 2130 71 0w 777 XOVIART N2 701 MDD

LR 3 PARA)

- OPTY XN DA RNDT IR ,RDM MDD DIWA 72TV 3293 KPR 7907V 111N O MR 1Y A0 RPN (X2 V2
WYN X2 DR IMTY N1PI27 72D N7 N MRT ATV NN DR CTUWD 77 XOYAT N2 201020 M0 Dwn
Mnaw

7° 17 M>72
RNPIRT YW NROP I 9P 13090 2270970 177 792°a121 92 (R0 9291 RO 27 027 XIN MR P10 Ky2
.0172 792 TRY POID Y AR 29TV RO MI0ID R1DT IR LROYAN 131277 Y9 - pow

At first glance, the &°nx X177 of these X3S seem a bit perplexing. Specifically:

1. In the & mx in naw, where Rava asks which takes precedence, 1121 91 or i1 w17°p, he does not
add any new information when he comes to his fpon. Meaning - first Rava asks which takes
precedence, he gives a 77w for each (712111 91 has Ro°1 M09 while 01’1 w17°R has 9°7n), and then
he picks 1721117 71 due to X1 *m079. No new information or 8720 is given. If it is so clear that 1079
X01 takes precedence over 7°7n, then what is the X»x x17 in the first place?

2. In the xnx in 72°3, what is the X1onx 177 that 7%°an 8pn should be 7m7 the n1°127 7120 needs of
a mx»n nn. Even without this X913, one would think that most people would know to choose
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something as 7 mn as m¥n nn» over hearing the 7%°3n where we could perhaps more easily apply the
593 of 7°vd RIHMT OIIX.

3. In the X773 in M>72, what is the xR X7 that 7937 and 57 would indeed be more 70 than
ynw nRp in terms of being p*05n — what is so special about Xo°1 *21075 that would have us think
that it is more =van to interrupt versus the 770 1 Mgk of vyaw nRMP?

Netziv

The Netziv on the mn>xw (end of 63 xn>xw) quotes the following question on the aforementioned
X723 in naw: Why does io1un 11 take precedence over oy w7 if ovn wip is actually xn»xT
while 721117 71 is only 71277? The Netziv answers that since the mx» of 751r 71 has a “a°a77 N1~
in that people see and remember the 1721117 01 when seeing another person’s 121 candles, and they
can also make a 11572 on seeing someone else’s candles [should they not have the opportunity to
light their own candles], this “0°277 m21” is strong enough to even take precedence over a 211
Xn»x7 of w17, The same would apply to 7%°an x1pn, says the Netziv.

With this 710> we can offer some answers to our previous questions:

1. The ®nx Ry of the X ) in naw could very well be that perhaps avi wyp should take
precedence over 7151117 91, @S 2V WITP is a XN™IRT 210, But Rava’s m1pon is that 151 M1 takes
precedence, since XD°1 07D is even M7 a RN™IIRTA 7977,

2. Perhaps the x1nx ®17 of the x93 in 7923 was that 7723 X1pn should outweigh mxn nn since
the X0°1 M09 of 77731 X1pn helps many people as it is a 0°277 no1; while n1°927 725 of Mxn N1 is
only for one person. The x13’s 73pon however is that mxn n» takes precedence since it is 7m7 a
mwyn XY in the amn.

3. Perhaps the X17X X177 of the X713 in M>72 is that, while we know one can be 22097 for nX™p
ynw, I might think that X0°1 *»079 would be more 77 in that it takes precedence over a 2117
Xn»7RT. Perhaps the X13’s 71p0on however is that one can still be p°097n even during Xo°1 21079
since at the end of the day he is still 2>pn the mxn (as opposed to the &3s in N2w and 77°3 where
it’s a choice of one mxn or the other).

Avnei Neizer

The Rambam (2°:7 n51n '217) says that a poor man needs to sell his clothing in order to buy oil for
moun mna. This seems out of line in comparison to other m3a%7. We know that in order to be o»pn
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a nwy nxn one need not spend more than 1/5™ of his money (3¢1n 'o o1 77X), so it would go to
reason that if he does not have money of his own, he should not need to sell his possessions to be
o>pn the mxn. Furthermore, the X3 in the 10 P79 of 2°mod says “n1P™2% VXN 2R 20 TN WY
if one does not have enough money for naw n7wo, it is better to forgo this mx» and have regular
weekday food than to borrow money for a befitting 7mwo. This is brought 72575 as the first 7397
in n2w M%7 and even though the 717w oW advises one to try and figure out a way to save a little
for naw 725, he does not say one needs to sell his clothing in order to do so. Why then is 570111 m2
different?

The Avnei Neizer (3:Xpn 'o 0»n n7IR) has the following wymn: The &3 in 17 mon2a tells us that if
one intended to do a mxn but is prevented from doing so, the 770 considers it as if he had done
the mxn nonetheless. Therefore, for a personal mx» like w17°p on naw, there is certainly no 211 to
sell one’s clothing to do such a mxn, as the mxn is already considered done based on one’s intent
to do the mx»n had he had enough money. However, for a mx» of X0°1 *mo75, what does it help the
onlooker if my intention was to do the X901 *»079 if in the end it was not done and they did not
receive the intended result. Thus, the X313 in 1 77 M>92 does not apply.

With this understanding, let us circle back again to our 3 gemaras:

1. The Avnei Nezer alludes to our & nx in naw of why 7211 11 takes precedence over w17p
v — the W17 in the 73pon of the X723 is that avi ¥1T°p can be considered accomplished in the
case of being an o1& while 1721117 71 cannot.

2. Perhaps the xnx X177 of the &7nx in 7922 was that, since both 7%°an X1pn and m¥» ni are not
personal nng» but are for others, the X33 in mo1a that the Torah considers one who intended to
do a mxn but is prevented from doing so as if he had done the mx» does not apply to either — thus
| would think that we are at a stalemate between the two. To effectively “break the tie”, the X2
brings an additional 7%vn of mxn n» in that 127 7925 is 7M1 a nwyn X in the 70, Rashi there
clarifies that this nwyn X7 is the mo°x not to look away from an 77°2v. The X773 in % 77 RY*¥n X232
tells us that a 371 does not need to return a lost object if doing so will be embarrassing to him. So
we see from there that n1°7257 7125 takes precedence even to be M7 a mxn» to which we could not
apply 1 77 m>72— so too here it will be 71m7T the mxn of 7923 RIPA.

3. Perhaps the &1n& X177 of the X mx in m>92 is that, perhaps this X723 in 157 m>o72 applies even
to details within a mxn, even when the 3 is still done. So, one can be 097 in yaw nX*p because
177 M>72 tells us that the detail is still considered accomplished in a case of 01X, but that would
not be true for nmxn related to X0°1 *m1079. However, the X1n3’s 73p0n is that we would not disallow
one to be P oon since the mxn in totality will still be accomplished even if one is P 09n.
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From the Sedras

In most years, ypn nwas falls out on 172111, so perhaps we can draw some connection between the
two. It is interesting that after Pharaoh appoints Yosef as the viceroy over o°1xn, the o°105 go on
and on about additional a>712°> that Pharaoh bestows upon Pharaoh. Pharaoh gives Yosef his ring,
dresses him in 72wn clothing, and gives him a golden chain. Yosef is paraded around in a royal
chariot, people proclaim Yosef as ““7ax”, and Yosef is even given a new name. Then however,
Pharaoh does something that seems a bit unusual: he arranges a 77w for Yosef. Since when is
being married part of the criteria of holding a political position? Furthermore, who of all people is
Yosef’s new wife — none other than the daughter of the woman who falsely accused Y osef, causing
him to go to prison for 12 years. Further, Rashi tells us that Yosef’s new Father in law, Potiphar,
desired Yosef as well. Quite an awkward and somewhat uncomfortable 1 7°w.

Perhaps we can suggest the following: Even today, when the moral standards of society are so low,
there is still a moral threshold that a person with political power must meet. If a governor or a
congressman admits to or is believed to have committed some sort of misconduct with someone
of the opposite gender, that will often disqualify that person from his elected office and may end
his political career. So perhaps Pharaoh was sensitive to this as well — how can he put Yosef in
this high political position when he was in jail for his prior misconduct? Perhaps the 737w was
precisely the solution to dispel any question to Yosef’s character, for if the allegations were really
true, why would Potiphar and his wife ever allow their daughter to marry Yosef.

Perhaps this concept is also at the root of the ioun 01, Klal Yisrael was at a point in time where
the %121 had ceased and were at the beginning of a very long trail of n17:7 n9>7. The "1 n*a did
not have many of the daily miracles that existed in the nwxn n>2, there was no 11, and many Jews
were greatly influenced by the o°111°. And despite this decrease in n1°amn, and in the midst of this
decline in 7200w "1%°3, we have an open supernatural o1 of a one-day supply of oil burning for eight
days — a sign of vindication that we are still the 2237 oy and that 5"apn is still in our midst. The
X723 in 13-11 77 X9 relates a short conversation where a *p17°% says this same mixv to R’ Chanina.
The *m171% said to R’ Chanina — certainly you are xnv nowadays and therefore the n2°>w does not
reside within you. R’ Chanina answered with the o5 in nn »nk nwAo describing the o n7ay
DNRMIL TIN2 ORI - 219037, Hashem is with us even when we are xnv.

Perhaps this what the Netziv means when he says that the mx» of 721111 71 has a “a°297 n131” in that
people see and remember the 7121111 ©1 when seeing another person’s i51n candles. 1t’s more than
just remembering what happened in this past — the n%»n is to be p>1in ourselves when we look at
the n>1n mn1. Despite the prevalence of o°15 7no: that we encounter in today’s day and age, we
need to be prnn ourselves that the same Hashem who made Himself known at o>1x» nx°x> and jnn
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770, and who later reinforced to us that 71°5w resides within us even as we sink lower, is still 19w
JINRMIV JIN2 ONX.

One can bring out a similar idea with one additional detail from 721117 naw( aw" nw1s will always
fall out on either yp» nwad or aw" nwn, or both; so perhaps both n1»wa5 contain some 721 1°1y)
— Rashi brings down that Yosef was sold to o*%xvnw> who were carrying good smelling spices —
which shows us the 10w of o°p>78 — they get to smell good smelling spices instead of the usual bad
smells. Now, we would imagine that this minor detail was of little consolation to Yosef who, after
barely escaping death, is now being sold as a slave by his very own brothers. But perhaps we can
similarly say that the very unusual occurrence of being in a caravan of good spices was Hashem’s
way of winking at Yosef — effectively telling Yosef “I am still with you”. However, it may have
been easy to miss this message if one were to focus on the overall picture. Similarly, we may need
to train ourselves to see the winks along the way. Not every 1511 91 moment in our lives will be
accompanied by a victorious nnnn. Sometimes we have to find the rays of light dispersed amongst
the overcast that hides the 710w »%°x in order to draw out the 1o that we need.
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