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The article below was submitted by my old friend, Tom Deutsch. Although the article was written 

a month ago, it is a valid account of what transpired in Israel during the Coronavirus and what 

the future might hold. I acknowledge it is probably written for the purpose of the Tamir Rent-a-

Car to encourage tourists how safe Israel is to visit when that will be allowed but it is well worth 

the read! 

Tamir Rent a Car newsletter 

Dear Tamir Customer, 

It's been exactly a month since our last newsletter but it seems that we last corresponded ages ago.  Maybe it's because we have gone 

through the strangest Passover, Memorial Day, and Yom Haatzmaut (Israel Independence Day) we have ever witnessed, and sure to be 

followed by an equally bizarre Lag Baomer holiday scheduled to take place in about a week. The last time I spoke to you I forwarded 

a letter from a close friend of mine who was trying to find spiritual meaning in the pandemic and its life altering consequences. Since 

that lonely and surreal Passover holiday, Israel has gingerly opened its country, allowing for a vague form of normalcy to creep into 

our daily life.  Of course we had hiccups along the way like Memorial and Independence day which saw severely muted back to back 

mourning and celebratory periods.  And no doubt we will witness another periodic curtailment of our freedoms with Lag Baomer and 

Shavuot on the horizon.  But by and large Israeli society is barreling towards something that resembled our prior (before Corona or 

just BC) life.  Make no mistake, it will not be an exact replica of "life as we knew it".  There are so many ways this pandemic has 

changed our world that it is way beyond the scope or intention of this article. What I DID want to describe for you is how Israel's 

world status changed within a few short months as we transitioned from the BC to the AC era. 

 

I think it is crucial to separate the newfound stature of "world Jewry" and the "Israeli populace" with regards to the Corona 

experience.  Whereas once world Jewry and Israel were intertwined and proverbially joined at the hip, those two bodies have 

differentiated themselves like oil and water as we plow through this pandemic. The world (outside of Israel) has seen a 

disproportionate number of Jewish casualties as a result of the virus. New York, Paris, Strasbourg, Antwerp, Milan and London have 

all seen an inordinate amount of Jewish infections and fatalities over the last couple of months.  For example, In Britain, with a Jewish 

population of 350,000 at most, there are well over 300 confirmed deaths in the community. In the United States, with a similar-sized 

community to Israel’s, the most conservative estimate puts the death toll among Jews deep into four figures.   The reason for these 

lopsided statistics when it comes to Jewish infections is also not intended to be the thrust of the article but suffice to say what went on 

in major Jewish population centers and what went on, and is still going on, in Israel has created a schism between these two distinct 

Jewish demographic groups and is as evident as a Trump tweet. 

 

As world Jewry staggers thru the pandemic with massive amounts of sickness and death as an accepted consequence, Israeli casualties 

have been relatively meager and not only world Jewry, but the world has taken notice.  One consequence of the Coronavirus is that 

everyone has gained a sort of equal standing. No matter which socioeconomic rung you are in, everybody is stuck at home and 

deprived of anything resembling normalcy.  In the Before Corona world, Israel was mostly on an island and blamed for most of the 

Middle East's problems and even the some of the world's woes.  Unfortunately world Jewry has always shared this association with 

Israel and years of mounting antisemitism in the world is evidenced by that fact.  But ever since the arrival of Covid-19, politics has 

been placed on the back burner and nothing else mattered in the court of world opinion other than how you managed your country's 

crisis, how you contributed to the world effort to stem the virus and what other nations were able to glean from the decisions the 

countries leaders enacted.  Here is exactly where Israel separated themselves from the pack and began to develop an enhanced image 

and a more enviable, and highly respected world standing. 

 

As is evident by the graph on the right Israel's management of 

the Corona crises has resulted in a minimal number of deaths 

per million people and way lower than most of the other 

industrialized nations.  Of the nearly 16,000 confirmed cases, 

more than half have now recovered. Fewer than 80 Israelis are 

currently on ventilators. 

 

 

 

 

 

(over) 



From Judy’s World… 
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Israel has also been on the front lines regarding the world wide vaccine effort (at the time of this writing an Israeli biotech company in 

the North of Israel named MigVax Corp.claimed to be "weeks away" from an effective vaccine and was attracting multi millions in 

investment opportunities) and the race to produce faster, more reliable, and innovative Covid-19 testing platforms.  In addition, 

numerous Israeli startups and veteran hi-tech companies have come up with Covid-19 solutions that have garnered the worlds 

attention and actually contributed to the world wide fight against the invisible killer.  The news wires are replete with numerous 

examples of this phenomenon. 

 

On a humane and more personal level Israel has been lauded by world leaders, celebrities, epidemiologists, and medical professionals 

when it came to how respectfully and lovingly Israel protected and treated its infected community.  Moreover, countless numbers of 

Israelis have publicly extolled the Israeli medical ecosystem from paramedics to major hospitals as to how they were treated once they 

were diagnosed positive.  That care and importance of every life resulted in a low death rate and the high coronavirus recovery rate in 

Israel.  I personally have many friends that rushed back to Israel as the Covid-19 crisis erupted and threatened to take out anyone in its 

path.  After discussing their decision with most of them, the theme was all too similar, "we just felt safer and more protected in Israel". 

 

Throughout the pandemic Israel was always ahead of the curve when it came to lock down policy and tough decisions taken in order 

to protect its citizens.  Were they too careful?  Maybe.  But the truth will never be known and the alternative is not something Israeli 

society would have been able to emotionally overcome. Thus Israel became a model country of how to keep a tight lid on the 

pandemic and in a world which saw skyrocketing infections and death rates as the norm, what was going on in Israel was something 

the world began to notice and try to emulate. 

 

In every world wide crisis there are winners and losers.  Israel took a major step and firmly entrenched itself on the ledger of the 

winners.  We gained the respect and adulation of how we handled the Coronavirus and that is the only thing anyone or any country is 

being judged on at the moment.  Already Israel is bracing itself for over 100,000 new olim and returning Israelis this summer. 

Undoubtedly many of them have come to the same conclusions that the world has; during the Corona era (who knows how long that 

will last) Israel is one of the safest and caring places on the planet earth. 

 

We hope to see you all again in Israel very soon. 

 

  

With love of Israel, 

Saar Tauber Tamir CEO 

 

 


