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Orthodox Jew Falsely Accused of Treason 
by Dr. Yvette Alt Miller reprinted aish.com 

Dr. David Tenenbaum, an expert in armor and survivability, worked 

for 14 years as a civilian engineer in the U.S. Army Tank-automotive 

and Armaments Command (TACOM) in Warren, Michigan, 

researching ways to improve combat vehicles’ ability to withstand 

blasts. An observant Jew, he stuck out at work as one of the only 

identifiably Jewish employees on the base, where he was subjected 

to anti-Semitic comments and actions. 

Once, he found pork rinds on his desk. Another time, a colleague gave him literature about 

Christianity. A woman at work once patted him on his head and asked why he wore “that thing,” 

gesturing towards his yarmulke. But all that is minor compared to the false accusations leveled 

against for spying for Israel, and the ensuing nightmare that he and his family went through. Dr. 

Tenenbaum details the abuse in a shocking memoir, Accused of Treason: The US Army’s Witch Hunt for 

a Jewish Spy (Post Hill Press, 2020). He recently spoke to Aish.com. 

As the rumors spread, malicious coworkers speculated that David was spying for Israel. 

In the early 1990s, some of David’s colleagues began to make up bizarre rumors behind his back 

about the unusually large knapsack he brought to and from work each day. Since David brought a 

kosher lunch and Jewish books to study during his lunch break. Noting the hefty bag David carried 

with him, some of his colleagues began to spin untrue rumors that his knapsack contained classified 

documents. As the rumors spread, malicious coworkers speculated that David was spying for Israel. 

In 1992, a disgruntled colleague made a secret complaint about David, alleging that his knapsack was 

stuffed with classified documents. The colleague had heard David speaking with an Israeli liaison 

officer on the base, and in his complaint he leapt to the wild, unsubstantiated idea that they were 

somehow colluding against the United States. 

The colleague embroidered his report with other inaccuracies; he accused Dr. Tenenbaum of saying 

disparaging things about the United States (David maintains he never did), and that David suggested 

that US government employees become overly close to Israel and Israelis. (Again, David denies that 

claim.) The official complaint went nowhere, but his colleagues continued a whisper campaign behind 

David’s back, accusing him of being more loyal to the Jewish state than to the US. The rumors went 

on for years. 

In 1995 David became one of the key developers of a major new project, the “Light Armor Systems 

Survivability” project (LASS), a US Army program to make Humvees more “survivable” in the face of 

explosives. With US troops facing improvised explosive devices in the Middle East, the project was 

urgent. From the beginning, David and LASS partnered with engineers in Israel and Germany, two key 

US allies with extensive experience in making vehicles safer in the event of explosions. 

https://www.aish.com/authors/84110707.html
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Fluent in Hebrew and one of the founding engineers within LASS, Dr. Tenenbaum explains that one of 

the reasons he was hired was because he was able to liaise with Israeli engineers. In 1995 he traveled 

to Israel – on a trip that was approved by the US Government – to attend an international ballistics 

conference. It was the third trip to Israel that the US Army sent David on – it “enabled me to confer 

with world experts in the ballistics and survivability/armor field,” David explained in an exclusive 

interview with Aish.com. 

The conference was uneventful, except in one respect: civilian employees of David’s level were meant 

to be debriefed after returning from international travel. Weeks, then months passed, but nobody 

contacted him to debrief him about the conference. In time, he forgot about it as LASS continued to 

grow; David found himself ever busier at work, and the details of his latest Israel trip faded from his 

memory. 

Dr. David Tenenbaum outside the TACOM base 

Eventually, more than nine months after the Israel 

conference, David received a phone call ordering him to 

report for a debriefing with Military Intelligence officials. 

The debriefing went horribly. After so many months, David 

couldn’t remember the name of the hotel he’d stayed at in 

Israel. He had the feeling that his interrogators mistrusted 

him and were trying to trip him up. 

A few months later, in 1996, David’s boss asked him to 

submit paperwork for a higher level security clearance. He now feels that request was a ruse to allow 

him to be questioned again about his ties to Israel. “They were using the pretense of a security 

clearance upgrade as a ruse to interrogate me without having an attorney present as they suspected 

me of being an Israeli spy,” Dr. Tenenbaum recalled. 

His interrogation was overseen by Lt. Col. John Simonini, a virulent anti-Semite who voiced lurid 

fantasies about Jews’ supposedly evil. 

This interrogation was overseen by Lt. Col. John Simonini, the head of the Security and 

Counterintelligence Office at David’s base. Though David didn’t realize it at the time, Lt. Col. Simonini 

was a virulent anti-Semite who regularly voiced lurid fantasies about Jews’ supposedly evil and all-

encompassing tendencies. He seemed to have David in his sights as an Israeli spy. 

The meeting began with “good cop, bad cop,” and became combative after a lunch break. They 

accused David of being uncooperative and said he’d passed classified information to Israel. They told 

him he could either take a polygraph test or be fired, and implied that they would seek to prosecute 

him as a spy. In one afternoon, David’s career as a trusted civilian employee with the US Army seemed 

to be in danger of crashing down all around him. 

To be continued 


