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Dear Friends, 
This year is one of major change and growth for the Institute of Jewish Studies. First and

foremost, we welcome Rabbi Rachel Zerin as our new director. Rabbi Zerin brings her

passion for Jewish texts, interfaith dialogue, and social action to our learning community.

In addition to leading the Institute, Rabbi Zerin will be combining her interests in text

study and social action as she teaches “Tzedek, Tzedek Tirdof: The Pursuit of Justice in

Jewish Text,” a course that will explore the intersection of traditional Jewish texts with

community service and social justice.

Another major change is that this year, we will be hosting Hebrew College’s Me’ah

program. The program is a two-year journey through the story of the Jewish people from

ancient times to the present. Participants delve into core texts and the history of four

eras – biblical, rabbinic, medieval, and modern – to build a foundation of knowledge and

greater meaning. The instructors are accomplished Judaic studies scholars and gifted

teachers drawn from universities across New England. Please be sure to sign up at

www.hebrewcollege.edu/meah as soon as possible to secure a seat.

As in past years, we offer a diverse range of programs for everyone to explore. As

Ben Bag-bag said, everything is in the Torah – and we have tried to offer courses on just

about everything here at the Institute. We will continue with our “Author, Author” program,

in which local authors will present and discuss their newest books, both fiction and non-

fiction. During this year’s educational weekend, “Talmudic Tales of Love and Darkness,”

Rabbi Dr. Jeffrey Rubenstein will lead us in literary and historical explorations of Tamudic

stories of shame, destruction, and love. Our mini-mesters will cover subjects as diverse

as local Jewish history, poetry, d’var Torah writing, interfaith text study, and art; and our

semester and yearlong courses include past favorites such as Talmud, Hebrew, Torah

reading, and weekly parashah study, as well as new offerings on Jewish music, Hebrew

literature, and social justice. Whatever you are interested in, we have something for you!

We hope this year will be one of exploration, discovery, and joy. We look forward to

learning with you!

Bivrakhah,

Professor Alan Verskin, Chair                  Rabbi Rachel Zerin, Director
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-
Ben Bag-bag says: 

“Delve in it and continue to delve in it, for everything is within it. 
Contemplate it, and grow old and gray in it, and do not stir from it. . .”

pirkei avot 5:21
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Course Offerings
Talmud
Tuesdays, November 8, 15, 22, 29, December
6, 13, February 21, 28, March 7, 14, 21, 28,
April 4 • 7:30–9:00 pm

Jewish law attempts to create justice and
peace in society. One of the ways it does this
is through laws of liability when one person
injures another. How does one compensate
another person? What factors must be con-
sidered? These are the questions this year’s
Talmud class will explore as we study Chapter
8 in Tractate Bava Kamma. No prior Talmud
study necessary. Come and learn! 

instructor: Rabbi Wayne M. Franklin

Tzedek, 
Tzedek Tirdof:
The Pursuit 
of Justice 
in Jewish Texts
Tuesdays, November 8, 15, 22, 29, December
6, 13, February 21, 28, March 7, 14, 21, 28,
April 4 • 7:30–9:00 pm

Most of us have heard that donating money
or goods, performing community service, or
engaging in social justice is a mitzvah, but
what does that actually mean? How are
these acts grounded in our Jewish tradition?
What makes these acts Jewish, and how can
Jewish text, law, and ritual transform the way
we engage in acts of service and the pursuit
of justice? Join Rabbi Rachel Zerin as we
explore what the Tanakh, Talmud, Midrash,
Mishneh Torah, Shulh.an Arukh, and contem-
porary writers have to say about community
service and social justice, and reflect on the
ways in which these texts can transform your
own engagement in these acts.

instructor: Rabbi Rachel Zerin

I’ve Always Wanted to Learn to Read
Hebrew but Was Afraid to Ask!
fall semester only

Tuesdays, November 8, 15, 22, 29, December
6, 13 • 7:30–9:00 pm

Have you always wanted to learn to read
Hebrew? Do you feel that your Hebrew read-
ing skills could use a refresher course? Then
join us for this introductory class on reading
Hebrew. We will use a research-based 
program proven to teach Hebrew 
reading skills to adults.

instructor: Toby Liebowitz

Shir Emanu-El
Wednesdays, beginning September 21 •
7:30–9:00 pm

Do you enjoy singing Jewish choral music in
an informal ensemble? Then Shir Emanu-El
is the place for you! Come experience the joy
of learning and performing Jewish music
among friends. This year, we will learn a wide
variety of music, building a repertoire of 
contemporary and classical pieces. Come be
a part of this incredible music making and
community building.

note: The ability to read music is not
required, nor are there any auditions. Every-
one is welcome!

instructor: Cantor Dr. Brian J. Mayer

Chanting Torah
fall semester only

Wednesdays, November 2, 9, 16, 30, Decem-
ber 7, 14 • 7:30–9:00 pm

You know you want to! Join Temple Emanu-
El’s Executive Director Paul Stouber for this
class to learn the basics of Torah cantillation.
By the end of the course, you will be able to
chant Torah on your own. No joke!

note: The class is open to everyone, though
the ability to read Hebrew is recommended.

instructor: Paul Stouber

H. ug Ivri
Every other Thursday, beginning September
22 • 9:00–10:00 am

In this group, which is conducted entirely in
Hebrew, we will be reading selected Hebrew
poetry, prose, and traditional midrashim. 
The discussions often move into other fasci-
nating topics. If you are an advanced Hebrew
speaker, join us!

If you are interested, please contact akaunfer
@cox.net.

instructor: Rabbi Alvan H. Kaunfer

Jewish Music: 
What Is It, and Why 
Do We Care?
spring semester only

Thursdays, February 16, 
23, March 2, 9, 30, 
April 6 • 7:30–9:00 pm

What makes music 
“Jewish”? In this course, 
we’ll listen to a wide 
range of Yiddish music 
from the 20th and 21st centuries that some-
times contradicts common assumptions
about Jewish identity, including Yiddish athe-
istic songs, Yiddish Christmas carols, Jewish
classical music, H. assidic pop songs, Yiddish
nursery rhymes, and more. We’ll listen to
recordings, learn about key musicians, and
discuss how some of these genres developed.
Along the way, we’ll ask what, if anything,
makes this music “Jewish,” and why it is (or
isn’t) important for “Jewish music” to exist. 

instructor: Samuel Zerin

Please know that your continued support
and generosity make the Institute of Jewish
Studies possible.

As you register for classes this semester,
please consider making a gift as well! 
Giving levels are listed below.

course fees: $36 per course
$25 for seniors and students

We are committed to making our courses
accessible to everyone. If you need financial
assistance, please contact Rabbi Zerin at
401-331-1616 or at rzerin@teprov.org.

Supporter $ gift of your choice

Sponsor $108 entitles one person to 
a full year of courses

Patron $180 entitles two people 
to a full year of courses

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu

tdcs. . .v
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Rosh H. odeshGroup: 
New Moon, New You
Once a month on Thursdays, 
September 29, November 3, 
December 1, December 29, 
January 26, February 23, March 
30, April 27, May 25, June 22 •
7:30–9:00 pm

For hundreds of years, Jewish 
women have come together on a 
monthly basis to celebrate all things Jewish
and feminine. “New Moon, New You” is a
fresh take on this ancient tradition, in which
women will come together once a month to
learn, eat, drink, and connect.

Please join us in exploring your Jewish jour-
ney, as our learning community of diverse and
gifted women come together to share, con-
nect and grow. Once a month, we will gather
for food, drink, and conversation around
topics that are of interest to the group. We
will also engage in a number of experiential,
ritual opportunities throughout, including
mikveh (ritual immersion) and many others.

facilitator: Rabbi Rachel Zerin

Parashat HaShavua
Every Friday, from October 28 to June 9 •
7:45–8:35 am

In this breakfast-study session, we will study
highlights of the upcoming Shabbat Torah
reading – the Weekly Portion. The group will
have an opportunity to raise questions and
share interpretations on the text. Participants
are welcome to daven in the Chapel at 7 am,
before the breakfast and study.

instructor: Rabbi Alvan H. Kaunfer

Text Study with Minyan H. adash
Shabbat afternoon, once every other month,
approx. 12:45 pm

Join us for a text study every other month in
the Fishbein Chapel, right after kiddush
(around 12:45 pm). Teachers will include
clergy, professors, and lay leaders from
throughout the community, and topics will
be wide-ranging. No prior learning or experi-
ence is necessary; just an appetite to learn
from – and with – your fellow Emanu-El-ites.
Dates and instructors to be announced.

Winter Mini-Mester
Thursdays, January 26, February 2, 9 • 7:30–
9:00 pm

Jewish Poetry
In this class, we’ll discuss contemporary
poetry by Jewish writers. We’ll look at work
by Alicia Ostriker, Yehuda Amichai, Adrienne
Rich, Rachel Bluwstein, Leonard Cohen,
Irena Klepfisz, and others. How is their Jew-
ishness expressed and what does it mean in
their poetry? What other themes do they
address and what forms and linguistic tech-
niques do they employ? Join me as we
explore the richness of this literature.

instructor: Dr. Joanna Brown

D’var Torah
Writing Workshop
Co-sponsored by Minyan 
H. adash and Soulful Shabbat

Have you always wanted 
to give a d’var Torah, but 
haven’t known where to start? This class 
is for you! Join us for this three part series 
as we will learn how to research, write, 
and deliver divrei Torah in a variety of different
formats. As part of this course, students 
will be encouraged to sign up to deliver a d’var
Torah, so that they can participate in this
course with a specific goal in mind.

instructors: Rabbis Alan Flam, Jacqueline
Satlow, and Rachel Zerin

Spring Mini-Mester
The Exodus Story: Interpretations
and Implications for Judaism and
Christianity
Tuesdays,May 2, 9, 16, and 23 • 7:30–9:00 pm

Professor Arthur Urbano and Rabbi Wayne
Franklin will study the Exodus story and
examine how the Jewish and Christian tradi-
tions respectively understand it. Topics to be
considered include Sacrifice and Redemp-
tion, Synagogue and Church Architecture,
our related but different Liturgies, and our
respective understandings of God.

instructors: Professor Arthur Urbano and
Rabbi Wayne M. Franklin

Summer Mini-Mester
Thursdays, May 11 and 25 • 7:30–9:00 pm

Text and Art
Back by popular
demand! This course
is specially designed
for artists of all media,
including painters,
sculptors, collagists,
ceramicists, embroi-
derers, and calligraphers. In the first session
the artists will study an evocative biblical text
(to be announced) with scholar and teacher
Marcia Kaunfer. In the following session, par-
ticipants will create original artwork inspired
by that discussion, and return to the class to
share, present, and respond to each other’s
art pieces.

instructor: Marcia Lapidus Kaunfer

Chanting High Holy Day Torah
Do you already know how to read Torah on
Shabbat, but want to expand your Torah
reading skills? Then this is the class for you!
In this course, we will learn the special
melodies used to chant Torah on Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur.

note: This course is intended for people
who already know how to read Hebrew and
have some background in chanting Torah,
but do not know the High Holy Day
melodies. If you do not already know how to
read Torah, then check out the fall semester
class, Chanting Torah.

instructor: Rabbi Rachel Zerin
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Special Events
Romney-Wegner Judaic Studies 
Lecture – Professor Michael Satlow

Shabbat morning, December 10

d’var torah
The Septuagint: What Is It 
and Why Is It Important?

The Torah was translated into Greek around
250 bce, which began a translation project 
of all of Jewish Scripture that continued over
the next few centuries. Out of this translation
project would emerge the Septuagint, which
would become the official text of the Christian
Bible. Yet while today it is no longer impor-
tant in any Jewish community, that was not
always the case. The Septuagint played an
important role in antiquity in Jewish commu-
nities outside of the Land of Israel. This talk
will discuss that role and its importance.

lunch and learn
Pharisees, Sadducees, and the Bible

The Pharisees and Sadducees are somewhat
shadowy historical groups. In this study ses-
sion, we will look at the few ancient texts
that discuss them and recover their roles in
establishing the importance of the Bible for
the Rabbis of antiquity and later Judaism.

Professor Satlow is professor of
religious and Judaic studies at
Brown University, and a regular
teacher of adult education
courses, including Me’ah. His

most recent book, How the Bible Became Holy,
explores the first thousand years of evolution
of the texts that Jews and Christians would
consider “holy.”

Author, Author

In this series, we will hear from local authors of
fiction and non-fiction alike about their research,
writing, and its connection to Judaism.

Shai Afsai,Benjamin Franklin’s
Influence on Judaism
Tuesday, November 1 • 7:30 pm

In addition to his lasting contri-
butions to science and government,

Benjamin Franklin also succeeded in influ-
encing Jewish thought and practice – a feat he
accomplished posthumously through his
famous autobiography, which found its way
into Eastern European rabbinic circles in the
early 19th century.

Mary Gluck, The Invisible Jewish Budapest
Monday, December 5 • 7:30 pm

In 1900, Budapest consti-
tuted the second largest
Jewish city in Europe after
Warsaw, with a Jewish 
pop ulation of 23 percent.
The Invisible Jewish Buda-
pest explores the nature 
of this urban culture,
which became famous
for its music halls,
cabarets, humor, and 
metropolitan lifestyle.

Noah Beit-Aharon, Godserfs
Monday, May 1 • 7:30 pm

Fantasy author Noah Beit-Aharon (N.S.
Dolkart) will join us to discuss the inspirations
behind his Jewish epic fantasy series, God-
serfs, which follows five young refugees across
a hostile continent. How can classic fantasy
be reimagined with a Yiddishe neshama?

Educational Weekend: Talmudic
Tales of Love and Darkness

Friday, March 31–Sunday, April 2

Join us as we welcome Rabbi Dr. Jeffrey
Rubenstein, one of the world’s foremost
scholars of Talmudic stories.
Throughout the weekend,
Rabbi Dr. Rubenstein will lead
us in fascinating explorations 
of Talmudic stories of love,
destruction, and shame,
enabling us to better under-
stand these stories and the lessons they can
teach us.

friday night post-dinner talk
Love, Babylonian Style

Join us after a communal Shabbat dinner as
we explore stories about rabbis and their wives.
What were their relationships like? What
happened when the rabbis’ love of family con-
flicted with their love of Torah study?

shabbat lunch and learn
Stories of Shame in the Talmuds

Together, we will study two sets of parallel
stories that appear in the two Talmuds. We
will discuss why, in the Babylonian Talmud,
the ethic of shame or of not shaming another
person is thematized, while in the Jerusalem
Talmud, this theme is absent. Through the
study of the theme of shame, we will see
how stories were changed by storytellers for
their own didactic purposes.

sunday brunch and learn
Stories of Destruction

How did the rabbis address the question 
of why historical disasters happen? How can
stories help us to process disasters? Come
and learn stories of destruction and begin to
find answers to these questions and more. 

Me’ah: 100 Hours of 
Intensive Adult Learning

Mondays, beginning October 31 
7:00–9:30 pm

Are you looking for a way to deepen your
Jewish knowledge? Take part in Me’ah, an inten-
sive two-year educational journey through
the narrative of the Jewish people. For over
twenty years, this course has been providing
adults with the opportunity to delve into core
texts and the history of four eras – biblical,
rabbinic, medieval, and modern – to build a
foundation of knowledge and greater meaning.
Through our partnership with Temple Beth
Abraham of Canton, Massachusetts, Temple
Emanu-El is thrilled to offer Me’ah in our
community!

note: The tuition for Me’ah is $650. Scholar-
ships are available. For more information,
please contact Sara Brown at (617) 559-8708
or meah@hebrewcollege.edu. To register,
please visit www.hebrewcollege.edu/meah.

NEW
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Course Instructors
Joanna Brown is a long-time member of Temple
Emanu-El and chairs the social justice com-
mittee. She works as a family physician. She
loves to write – particularly poetry – and recently
was published in Bird’s Thumb, Angels Flight,
Topography Magazine, and the chapbook 
2 Horatio.

Rabbi Alan Flam is executive director of the
Helen Hudson Foundation for Homeless Amer-
ica. He is also one of the leaders of Soulful
Shabbat, a contemplative Shabbat morning serv-
ice that meets monthly at Temple Emanu-El.

Rabbi Wayne M. Franklin has been senior
rabbi at Temple Emanu-El since 1981. One of
his delights has been teaching Talmud to stu-
dents over the course of many years. He has
also engaged in a variety of interfaith activities
and dialogues throughout his rabbinic career.
He currently serves as secretary-treasurer of
the National Council of Synagogues, represent-
ing the United Synagogue for Conservative
Judaism. The NCS engages in interfaith dialogue
with the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops,
the National Council of Churches, and a group
of American Muslims.

Rabbi Alvan H. Kaunfer is rabbi emeritus at
Temple Emanu-El. Rabbi Kaunfer served as
rabbi of Temple Emanu-El in Providence for 25
years, overseeing educational programming.
He was also the founding director of the Alperin
Schechter Day School in Providence (now the
Jewish Community Day School of Rhode Island).
Rabbi Kaunfer has published articles in several
professional journals and books.

Marcia Lapidus Kaunfer has been a TaNaKH
teacher to both young people and adults locally
and nationally for many years. She is also a
Hebrew calligrapher and illuminator and
enjoys combining her calligraphy and TaNaKH
skills whenever possible.

Toby Liebowitz is a veteran teacher. Her back-
ground in special education assures that every-
one in the class will learn to read no matter
what their background! Toby has taught several
adult classes over the years in addition to more
than 17 years of teaching Hebrew at Temple
Emanu-El Religious School.

Cantor Dr. Brian J. Mayer has been cantor of
Temple Emanu-El since 1989. He has established
a Temple music department that includes mul-
tiple choirs and bands and conducted numer-
ous concerts which have garnered national
praise. He also serves as an associate profes-
sor of Jewish music and the dean of the School
of Jewish Music at Hebrew College. Prior to
that appointment, he taught for 14 years at the
Jewish Theological Seminary in New York as
assistant professor of H. azzanut. In 1998, he
earned his doctorate at JTS.

Rabbi Jacqueline Satlow is director of the Cen-
ter for Religious and Spiritual Life at UMass
Dartmouth. She is a member of Temple
Emanu-El and lives in Providence with her hus-
band Michael and her children Dani, Penina,
and Jeremy. She attends both Minyan H. adash
and Soulful Shabbat regularly. 

Paul Stouber is executive director at Temple
Emanu-El. He formerly served as the ritual
director; prior to that, he served on the Temple’s
board of directors, with stints as treasurer and
vice president for financial development. 
Paul has taught at the Jewish Community Day
School of Rhode Island and has served on the
boards of Jewish Family Service and Harry Elkin
Midrasha.

Professor Arthur Urbano is associate professor
of theology at Providence College. He teaches
and publishes in the area of early Christianity
and patristics. His research interests focus on
the Christian reception and transformation 
of classical culture in late antiquity, particularly
in the areas of philosophy, literature, and art.
He has a keen interest in Catholic-Jewish rela-
tions and is responsible for P.C.’s programs on
Jewish-Christian dialogue.

Rabbi Rachel Zerin joined Temple Emanu-El in
July 2016. Rabbi Zerin was ordained by the 
Jewish Theological Seminary in 2015, where she
also received her M.A. in Talmud. Prior to her
rabbinical studies, she studied at the Conserva-
tive Yeshiva in Jerusalem, and earned her B.A.
in voice performance and religion from Syra-
cuse University. Rabbi Zerin’s interests include
Talmud, social justice, singing, and interfaith
dialogue. She is thrilled to be able to combine
many of her interests as she embarks on her
first year of teaching at the Institute of Jewish
Studies!

Samuel Zerin is a Ph.D. student of historical
musicology at New York University. Sam has been
researching Jewish music for almost ten years,
and is currently writing his dissertation on
Joseph Achron, a Jewish composer and violin-
ist who was active in the early 20th century. 
He has taught courses at NYU and delivered
presentations to various Jewish communities in
the United States and Israel. He is also fluent
in Yiddish, and has performed in numerous con-
certs of Yiddish music as a singer and pianist.
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