
Welcome to Temple Emanu-El!

PARASHAT VA-YETZEI
December 7, 2019 | 9 Kislev 5780
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Welcome! 
We are happy that you have chosen to join us today. Temple 
Emanu-El is an exciting Conservative congregation that has been a 
strong Jewish presence in Providence for nearly one hundred years. 
We take great pride in our long history of being a traditional, yet 
progressive and inclusive community. We strive to meet the needs 
and deepen the experiences of all who come through our doors. 
In order to appreciate Shabbat fully, we ask you to embrace the 
experience of being unplugged for the duration of your time with 
us today. 

Our community offers a variety of worship styles to address the 
ways our members and friends feel most comfortable in prayer. 
We hope that you will explore the spiritual dimensions of all the 
services that take place here, and find one that feels best. Many of 
our members even enjoy attending a different service each Shabbat.

In addition to meaningful prayer, Shabbat is also a time to connect 
with friends and family, or make new friendships, while enjoying 
good food. Everyone is invited to the Kiddush luncheon following 
all the services where our community comes together to enjoy 
Shabbat and good company. Our clergy and congregants are eager 
to know you! 

We hope that you have an enjoyable and meaningful Shabbat 
experience with us.
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December 7, 2019 | 9 Kislev 5780

Parashat Va-yetzei

פרשת ַוֵיֵּצא

Etz Hayim: Genesis Chapter 28–30

 1st Aliyah verses 10–12 Page 166

 2nd Aliyah verses 13–17 Page 166

 3rd Aliyah verses 18–22 Page 168

 4th Aliyah verses 1–8 Page 169

 5th Aliyah verses 9–17 Page 170

 6th Aliyah verses 18–33 Page 171

 7th Aliyah verses 34–13 Page 174

Maftir  Genesis 30:9–30:13 Page 175

Haftarah  Hosea 12:13–14:10 Page 189

Minhah/Ma’ariv – 4:10 PM        Havdalah – 4:55 PM

At Temple Emanu-El, we seek to fashion an atmosphere of peace and 
tranquility on the Sabbath. To help create this environment throughout 
the Temple, we refrain from writing, taking photographs, texting, and 
using cell phones. Please join us in observing these traditions as we 
make Shabbat a sacred experience for us all.
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Services this Shabbat

Early Minyan
Fishbein Chapel 

Sanctuary Service 
Main Sanctuary 
Rabbi Rachel Zerin 
Cantor Brian Mayer

Shabbat B’Yahad 
See page 8 for locations

Tot Shabbat 
Sisterhood Lounge 
Sari Guttin

Mazal Tov!
Mazal Tov to Sam Shamoon, Howie Bromberg, David Kanig, Amy 
Oslon and Sam Marshall on celebrating your birthdays this Shabbat! 
Thank you to Sam & Linda Shamoon, Howie & Susan Bromberg and 
Amy & Kevin Olson for your generous donations to the Kiddush fund.

Thank You!
Thank you to The Phyllis Siperstein Tamarisk Assisted Living Resi-
dence for donating cookies for today’s Kiddush.

Thank you to Sgt. Vinacco from the Providence Police Department for 
securing our building this weekend.

Kesher Social Worker-Drop in Hours Today
Tara Watkins, LICSW (email: tara@jfsri.org  phone: 401-527-7772) 
will have drop in hours this Shabbat, from 11:00am-2:00pm in the 
Temple Office.  No previously arranged appointment is necessary. 
Conversations with Tara are kept confidential. All congregants and 
their families are welcome to utilize this free supportive service.
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Announcements

Temple Security
For everyone’s safety, all exterior doors at the Temple will be 
locked at all times. Our intercom system at Taft Avenue will be 
available whenever services, classes, appointments or special 
events are happening at the Temple. Please use it to gain entry, 
whether during office hours or otherwise. 

Matching Donation for Humashim
Our member, Naomi Lipsky, has created the Leonard and Esther 
Geller Book Fund in memory of her parents. This fund will match  
all new donations for the purchase of the Etz Hayim Humash.  
If you would like to donate one or more of these much needed 
volumes, please order on the Temple website or call the Temple 
office. The cost for the Etz Hayim Humash is $72. Remember -  
every book purchased now means two new books for the Temple!

Blanket & Coat Drive
Deborah Kutenplon is once again working with Women Refugee 
Care to gather cold-weather items for refugee families in Rhode 
Island. This year there is a particular need for new and gently used 
blankets, comforters, and winter coats for adults and children of 
all sizes. You may drop your donations off in the bin outside of the 
Temple Office.

Purim Spiel Rehearsals!
The first rehearsal for our 41st Purim Spiel will be this Sunday, 12/8 
at 9:30 AM in the Alperin Meeting House. All are welcome to join!

Pathways Orientation Meeting | December 10

Are you new to Temple Emanu-El or still looking to find your way 
in the community? Do you want to engage more deeply? Join us 
on Tuesday, December 10th at 7pm. You’ll learn about what is 
going on, various ways of getting involved, opportunities to make 
new friends and how to connect, ignite and transform yourself 
this year at Temple Emanu-El.
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SHABBAT M’NUHAH V’SIMHAH
SHABBAT TRANQUILITY & JOY

M’NUHAH: TRANQUILITY
WALK

Enjoy not needing to run

FOCUS
Cut through the noise of the week by 

speaking softly and listening more closely

UNPLUG
Turn off electronic devices to encourage 

better in-person conversations

SIMHAH: JOY
PLAY

Delight in Shabbat-friendly board 
games, cards, and puzzles

CONNECT
Catch up with friends from 

different schools and neighborhoods

DIGNIFY
Dress in a way that recognizes 

the sanctity of Shabbat

GIVE THANKS
Seek ways to offer gratitude 

to those around you
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Dear Temple Emanu-El Families and Guests:

As Dorothy said in The Wizard of Oz, “There’s no place like home.”  Temple Ema-
nu-El is delighted that so many of our families see the shul as an extension of their 
home. However, as the prophet Isaiah proclaimed, in describing the Temple: 

...כִּי בֵיתִי בֵּית־תְּפִלָּה יִקָּרֵא לְכָל־הָעַמִּים...
“...For My House shall be called a house of prayer for everyone...”

In an effort for our shul to be a spiritual and physical home for everyone, we ask 
for your assistance in ensuring that all of our members are safe and that the  
synagogue property is respected. 

We are pleased to introduce our Shabbat M’nuhah v’Simhah Initiative:   
A way of cultivating Shabbat Tranquility and Joy. Specifically, we ask you to:

Walk: Enjoy not needing to run
Focus: Cut through the noise of the week by speaking softly and 
             listening more closely
Unplug: Turn off electronic devices to encourage better in-person  
             conversations
Play: Delight in Shabbat-friendly board games, cards, and puzzles
Connect: Catch up with friends from different schools and neighborhoods
Dignify: Dress in a way that recognizes the sanctity of Shabbat
Give Thanks: Seek ways to offer gratitude to those around you

Parents and caregivers: In addition to the aforementioned requests, to  
ensure the safety and security of your children in the building, we ask that: 

» A parent or designated caregiver should remain on the same building  
  level as the children for whom they are responsible at all times

» Level A:  Library, Chapel, and Offices
» Level B:  Vestry, Sisterhood Lounge, Playroom, Meeting House,  
                  and Meeting House Foyer
» Level C:  Main Sanctuary 
» Level D:  Goldberg Center

» Children should only leave the building if they are accompanied  
   by a grown-up
» Our staff and the police officer on duty should be the only ones to  
   let people into the building

We are all responsible for each other, but it is particularly important to supervise 
any children in your care while you are in the building.

Thank you in advance for working together in making our synagogue a joyous, 
safe, secure, and family-friendly environment where all ages are welcome. 

B’shalom, 
Temple Emanu-El Staff
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» Spike Ball, 4-Square, and Charades 
  led by Camp JORI in the Goldberg Gym

» Babysitting Play for Pre-Schoolers
  in the Playroom

» Board games, cards, and puzzles 
  in the Bohnen Vestry, including:

 » Family board games 
   facilitated by Corey Finkle

 » Magic the Gathering 
    facilitated by Aaron Landry

 » Mah Jongg & more!
 » Bring your own favorite Shabbat-
    friendly games! 
    No writing, electronics, or food please

*Please Note: In order to keep everyone safe and  
  secure, all children under age 13 should be at one 
  of these activities or with a parent/grown-up. 
 No running is allowed except in the Goldberg Gym

SHABBAT B’YAHAD
Schedule of Activities

December 7, 2019 | 12:30–2:00 PM
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ARTS EMANU-EL  PRESENTS:

featuring:

Alicia Svigals
GRAMMY WINNING VIOLINIST

Uli Geissendoerfer
GRAMMY NOMINATED PIANIST

Bill Schimmel
GRAMMY NOMINATED ACCORDIONIST

REGARDED AS “THE WORLD’S GREATEST ACCORDION PLAYER”

— NPR & ACCORDION STAR MAGAZINE

LONG LOST MUSICAL TREASURES 
OF JEWISH UKRAINE BEREGOVSKI SUITE
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J��i�� & ��N��R��S�
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Join all 6-12th graders for a fun night 
filled with latkes, sufganiot (donuts), 

gelt, Hanukkah games & more! 

Cost: $10 [or free if you come to the 
teen service in the morning]

R��P��y��2/1�: ��o��@t��r��.o��



12



13

Back by Popular Demand

Safed Candles!

We are thrilled to be bringing back our popular Religious School 
“Safed Candles Fundraiser”! Our school fundraisers help 
supplement the general school budget and especially help 
support our special programs. Through this fundraiser, we also 
provide our own community with beautiful products which 
enhance our celebrations of Hanukkah. We have candles 
available at the office to purchase and take with you. 

No pre-ordering is necessary! These candles sell themselves, 
and supplies are limited. They also make great gifts. Please 
make checks out to Temple Emanu-El. If you have any questions 
please feel free to contact any of us. Thank you for your support 
of the Temple Emanu-El Religious School.

Ronni Saltzman Guttin | 401-331-1616; ronni@teprov.org

Bethany Sutton | bl_sutton@yahoo.com 

Nancy Wordell | nwordell@teprov.org
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99 TAFT AVENUE, PROVIDENCE, RI 02906

T E M P L E  E M A N U - E L  R E L I G I O U S  S C H O O L

Please join us for a Hanukkah program for children ages 3-5 accompanied
by an adult. There will be Hanukkah-themed activities, songs, and stories!

DECEMBER 15, 2019 - 10:00-11:00 AM
RSVP TO: RONNI@TEPROV.ORG



15

H A Z A K  V E ' E M A T Z  
T E M P L E  E M A N U - E L ' S  S E N I O R S  
A R E  P L E A S E D  T O  H O S T  T H E I R

HANUKKAH PARTY
F e a t u r i n g  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  b y  A m y  O l s o n ,  

a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  C h r i s t i n a  C r o w d e r  o n  a c c o r d i o n  
&  M i c h a e l  G o l d b e r g  o n  p e r c u s s i o n

T h u r s d a y ,  D e c e m b e r   1 9 t h  

1 2 : 0 0 P M  -  1 : 3 0 P M  

i n  t h e  B o h n e n  V e s t r y  

$ 1 0  P e r  P e r s o n

RSVP by  Thursday,  December 12,  to  Nancy at    
401.331.1616 or  nwordell@teprov.org

E n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  l u n c h  ( i n c l u d i n g  l a t k e s  a n d  o t h e r  
H a n u k k a h  t r e a t s )  a r e  a l l  p a r t  o f  t h i s  f u n  p r o g r a m !  
 W e  w i l l  a l s o  b e  j o i n e d  b y  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  J C D S R I !



16



17



18

DECEMBER 13, 2019

 
Special this month: We’ll be welcoming our 

39 new member households!

Sign up online: 
www.teprov.org/form/sc_dec2019
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From the Rosen Library at Temple Emanu-El

Did you know? 

 . . .  That not only do Jews produce great jokes, 
but that humor offers serious insights into 
Jewish ethics, community, and history? Check 
out Jewish Humor: What the Best Jewish Jokes 
Say About the Jews to learn jokes while exploring 
Jewish attitudes towards God, organized religion, 
anti-Semitism, family relationships, and more. 
Call #: 537 T23j.

Did you know?

. . . That our library has dozens of cookbooks, representing the 
diversity of Jewish life around the world? Check out The Ottoman 
Turk and the Pretty Jewish girl: real Turkish cooking, featuring 
mouthwatering photos and sections on Judeo-Spanish cooking, 
vegetarian recipes, and Passover recipes. Call #: 699 T74O. Aromas 
of Aleppo: the Legendary Cuisine of Syrian Jews offers great photos, 
easy to follow recipes, and amazing flavors. Call #: 699 D96a. Of, if 
you want to make old fashioned Ashkenazi food in your modern 
kitchen, you can’t go wrong with The Gefilte Manifesto: New Reci-
pes for Old World Jewish Foods. Call #: 699.2 Y7g.

 

What do you want to know about our library?  
Email: library@teprov.org
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Come Sing with the Singing the Dream Chorus and 
The Sing Harlem Choir, of Harlem, New York in

SINGING THE DREAM 
a musical tribute honoring Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

on Sunday, January 26, 2020

JOIN US FOR WEEKLY REHEARSALS
Wednesdays

October 16, 2019 – January 26, 2020 
7:15–9:30 pm in the Bohnen Vestry

If you love choral singing, we would love to have you join our chorus
The music is lovely and the theme a MOST important one

COMMUNITY VOICES SHARING THE DREAM IN SONG

THERE IS STILL TIME TO JOIN THE 

Singing the Dream
Choir!
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Do you play Mah Jongg or would like to 
learn to play with a friendly group?

Join us for Mah Jongg 

at Temple Emanu-El!

All levels and abilities welcome.

Sunday mornings at 10am and on
 Shabbat B’Yahad days after kiddush lunch 

(11/2, 12/7, 1/4, 2/1, 2/29, 4/4, 5/9)

For additional information and to sign up, 
please contact sharon@teprov.org

Do you play Mah Jongg or would like to 
learn to play with a friendly group?

Join us for Mah Jongg 

at Temple Emanu-El!

All levels and abilities welcome.

Sunday mornings at 10am and on
 Shabbat B’Yahad days after kiddush lunch 

(11/2, 12/7, 1/4, 2/1, 2/29, 4/4, 5/9)

For additional information and to sign up, 
please contact sharon@teprov.org
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Temple Emanu-El is proud to be sending the largest 
deligation to the USCJ 20/20 Judaism conference.
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Ronni Guttin
Director of Education

ronni@teprov.org

Michael Fel 
Senior Rabbi

mfel@teprov.org

Brian J. Mayer 
Cantor

bjmayer@teprov.org

Wayne Franklin 
Senior Rabbi Emeritus 

wfranklin@teprov.org

Shoshana Jacob 
Director of  

Youth & Family Programs
shosh@teprov.org

Rachel Zerin 
Rabbi

rzerin@teprov.org

Charles Blackman 
President

president@teprov.org 

Paul Stouber 
Executive Director
pstouber@teprov.org 

Steve O’Bryan 
Head of Maintenance
sobryansr@teprov.org

Sharon Sock 
Advancement &  

Membership Coordinator
sharon@teprov.org

Alvan H. Kaunfer  
Rabbi Emeritus 

99 Taft Avenue 
www.teprov.org 

401.331.1616


