
d’var sinai
          March 2017

One of the customs of Purim is to celebrate and enjoy oneself until “ad lo yada – one doesn’t know the difference” 
between “cursed be Haman and blessed be Mordecai.”  In that spirit, this year’s Purim festivities at Temple Sinai 

will include a new, amazing Purim Palooza carnival and celebration for our youth and families and the return of our 
adults-only Purim spiel.  Mark your calendar for Sunday evening, March 12, and plan to watch the clergy and staff’s 

outrageous and edgy presentation of “Shushan – the Spiel,” the story of Purim as you have never seen it before!

Purim by Day & Night

For information on our Purim Palooza Celebration  visit page 10

purim palooza
This is not your average Purim Carnival!

This year we are celebrating Purim with an awesome block party! 
This year's celebration is going to be bigger and better than ever! 
Get ready for a day full of GREAT food and NEW, FUN games for ALL 
ages- toddler through 6th grade! See page 10 for more information. 

9:30 am Family Megillah Reading followed by Purim Parade
9:30 am Sensory Sensitive Megillah Reading 

10:30 am - 1:00 pm General admission to Purim Palooza

6:00 pm Dinner
7:15 pm Spiel

Join us for an adults-only Purim spiel as we retell the story of Haman and Esther 
in SHUSHAN! The cost is $20/person which includes dinner, drinks and dessert.

Sunday, March 12
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Accessibility Services
Did you know Temple Sinai has a committee dedicated to making 
our Temple accessible to everyone, regardless of ability? HINEINI - 
which means “Here I am,” is Temple Sinai’s accessibility committee. 
Committee members assure we are welcoming and accessible to all 
who wish to participate. 
Need assistance? Temple Sinai has concierge services available to assist and connect 
individuals and families with disabilities with resources both at Sinai and in the 
community. Please contact our Hineini Concierges, Ina Enoch, at ina.enoch@gmail.
com or Jan Jay, at concierge@templesinaiatlanta.org.

Temple Sinai Board of Trustees & Staff 
To reach President Marcia Nuffer, email president@templesinaiatlanta.org. To reach 
staff via email, please use first initial, last name@templesinaiatlanta.org. 
Ex: rsegal@templesinaiatlanta.org

Look for the  icon indicating that 
the service will be streamed live.
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From My Perspective | Rabbi Ron Segal
March is the month we celebrate 
the joyous holiday of Purim – a 
time for costumes, noisemakers, 
the reading of the Megillah, and 
great frivolity for both children 
and adults.  Purim is undeniably 
distinct from every other holiday 
on our calendar and yet, intrigu-
ingly, rabbinic tradition pro-
claims: “In the future (when the 

Messiah comes), all holidays will disappear, except for 
the days of Purim; they will never be annulled.”  Some 
might find this surprising.  What about Rosh HaShanah, 
Yom Kippur, Passover…holidays that hold much more 
spiritual significance in our calendar each year?   What is 
it about Purim that led our sages to declare that it alone 
will be eternal?
 
The answer to this question lies in the Megillah itself.  Or, 
rather, what is not in the story.  In the twisting and turn-
ing narrative of the book of Esther, the story recounting 
the drama of the king signing Haman’s edict against the 
Jews, Mordecai’s heroic efforts to avert the outcome, 

Surprisingly, four years ago, we 
did not have the position of 
Vice President of Development. 
But as I begin to round out my 
first year in the role, I am very 
thankful that through partnering 
with our Director of Develop-
ment, Dawn Painter, we have the 
dedicated focus today necessary 
to ensure the long-term sustain-

ability of our wonderful congregation.

As I am often heard saying, I love Temple Sinai! It is a 
central part of my family’s life and our connection to 
Jewish spirituality, education, and amazing friendships. 
For so many of us, Temple Sinai is incredibly special and 
we feel so fortunate to be a part of the community, but 
like all things of this nature, we tend to take it for grant-
ed.

Our Board of Trustees, Finance, Development and 
Endowment Committees are fantastic fiscal stewards, 
but for Temple Sinai to continue to function as the very 
best congregation, we must have the financial support 

Board of Trustees Message  | Vice President of Development, Adam Mayer

and Esther’s courage to step forward and save the 
day, one character is missing – God!  God’s name is 
not mentioned once in the entire book.  How could 
it be that the one holiday which marks the absence 
of God’s Presence is the one the rabbis declare will 
endure?
 
The Jewish people of Shushan prevail in the Esther 
narrative as a result of the heroic characters’ deter-
mination to stand up for their values, their brave 
decision to speak up for righteousness, and their 
preparedness to do whatever was necessary to 
ensure their survival.  Ultimately, this is precisely the 
message of Purim for each of us.  We cannot wait 
for others – or look to God -- to act to bring justice!  
Rather, God will become manifest and present is 
through our actions and our continued determina-
tion to work together in support of the values and 
ideals we cherish.  Until the end of time, the story 
of Purim will continue to teach and remind us that 
justice and right are not in the heavens, but in our 
hands to achieve.  

and sustainability that can only be found via an endow-
ment appropriate for a vibrant congregation with our 
influence and role within the lives of our congregants 
and community. As we approach our 50th anniversary 
(1968-2018), our leadership has a keen focus on ensur-
ing the continued health and strength of Temple Sinai 
for generations to come.

In addition to the importance of endowment and 
long-term sustainability, there are other Development 
roles and opportunities that include celebrations and 
fundraising. The Temple Sinai "Around the World Gala," 
this year's fundraiser, promises to be an unforgettable 
evening filled with fabulous food, drinks, dancing and 
non-stop entertainment. I cannot wait for a wonderful 
evening with our congregational family on April 29th! 
Information and sponsorship registration can be found 
on the Temple Sinai website at http://templesinaiatlan-
ta.org/about/around-the-world. You can also see page 
12 for more information.  See you there!

Thank you to all of our congregants for their contribu-
tions that allow Temple Sinai to be Our Journey. Our 
Home.
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Financial Innovations o�ers 
f inancial planning and wealth 

management with a customized, 
caring approach to our clients’  

f inancial well being.    
We will help you make sound 

f inancial decisions that preserve 
and increase your net worth and 
help you achieve your life goals 

for success.

NAMED ONE OF ATLANTA'S TOP FINANCIAL PLANNERS IN ATLANTA MAGAZINE FOR OVER 3 YEARS
AS SEEN IN FORBES MAGAZINE IN 2010  •  NAMED ONE OF ATLANTA'S TOP LAWYERS IN GEORGIA TREND

www.f inancialinnovations.biz
(404) 458-0065

O�ering
Peace of Mind

That Your
Financial A�airs
are Well Planned

and Managed 

Securities o�ered through Triad Advisors, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC

FINANCIAL PLANNING
 • Asset Management
 • Fee-Based Planning
 • Retirement Plans - For Small to Medium Sized Businesses
 • Insurance - Long-Term Health Care, Long-Term Disability, Life Insurance

LAW PRACTICE
 • Estate Planning - Wills & Trusts
 • Basic Incorporations - S Corporation and Limited Liability Corporation (LLC)

Laura K. Schilling, JD, CPA, CFP(r), CSA
6111 Peachtree Dunwoody Road, Suite F101
Atlanta, Georgia 30328
laura@�nancialinnovations.biz

Now in the middle of our second year, our Imagine Sinai 
strategic planning process is in full implementation 
mode. Our core strategy teams have been meeting and 
making some subtle – and some not-so-subtle – chang-
es to the Sinai culture and landscape. We continue to 
be impressed with their hard work…and that they are 
having fun advancing their projects!

Out of the Relationship Strategy Task Force came a 
suggestion that we include an invitation on the mem-
bership recertification form last year. The group identi-
fied four opportunities for individuals to deepen their 
Sinai involvement in the year ahead: (1) to learn to read 
Hebrew; (2) to explore a deeper connection with Israel; 
(3) to participate in social action/justice initiatives; and 
(4) to gather periodically for Shabbat dinners.

The response was overwhelming: over 200 households 
indicated a willingness to explore these areas of com-
munal life and we have been marveling at the success 
rate. Consider, for example, that 63 people who iden-
tified a desire to develop a deeper connection with 

Israel have either participated in a pro-Israel book club 
(back in September), traveled to Israel (either this past 
December or this upcoming June), or gotten involved 
with AIPAC or FIDF.

Consider that individuals have gathered in small groups 
for Shabbat dinners throughout the year, establishing a 
connection with people who at one point were strang-
ers but are now becoming fast friends. Consider that 
the numbers of congregants have exploded who have 
gotten involved with the Pride Walk and the Hunger 
Walk and Social Action Sundays and Family Promise 
and Second Helpings. And we have a record number 
of adult Hebrew learners engaged in formal study or 
private tutoring.

This is just one area of congregational life that has been 
impacted by Imagine Sinai. As we move slowly into 
year three of our 10-year initiative, we can honestly 
say that we’re just getting started…and the best is yet 
to come. But we need your help! To volunteer for this 
initiative, email Rabbi Levenberg at blevenberg@tem-
plesinaiatlanta.org

Warmly,
Wendy Siskin and Rabbi Brad Levenberg



Parenting in the 21st Century 8
sponsored by Nefesh and Brotherhood
Sunday, March 5
9:30 am Brunch
10:00 am Speaker
Nefesh and Brotherhood are excited to welcome a 
panel of experts to speak about Parenting in the 21st          
Century.  Panelists will include child and adolescent    
developmental specialists Dr. Maggie Walsh and Dr. 
Aaron Feldman.  Parents and grandparents are encour-
aged to attend to increase their knowledge of the latest 
research and best practices for raising children.  Addi-
tionally, there will be a question and answer portion of 
the event.    

NCAA Basketball and Billiards with Brotherhood 8
Thursday, March 16
6:30 pm
Join us at Dave and Buster’s in Marietta for the opening 
night of March Madness!  We will have a private room 
with plenty of TVs for all the NCAA Tourney games, as 
well as food and drinks and billiard tables for those who 
are interested.

Brotherhood's Steak House Seder 8
Thursday, March 30
6:00 pm
Come enjoy an evening with the Brotherhood, learn 
a bit more about Passover, and indulge in great steak, 
scotch and wine.   Seating is limited to 60 attendees and 
RSVPs are required. Unfortunately no walk-ins can be ac-
comodated.  Registration will close on March 20th.  Cost 
is $30 for Brotherhood Members and $60 for all other 
Sinai men.  You will NOT want to miss this! 

SAVE THE DATE - Temple Sinai Men’s Poker
Championship 8
Thursday, May 4 
6:00 at Hudson Grill
Put this on your calendar!  We’ll continue the tradition 
of a great night out with food, drinks and poker.

Questions? Please contact us at 
brotherhood@templesinaiatlanta.org.
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Sisterhood/Nesham
ot & Brotherhood

Brotherhood Upcoming Events

Sisterhood/Neshamot Upcoming Events

Sisterhood had an amazing time at our January 
Eat. Pray. Namaste. event. Thank you to all who 

participated and made it a fun afternoon!

Matzah Throw-down8
Sunday, March 26
5:00 pm
Do you have an award-winning Matzah specialty? We 
want to know! Put your famous Matzah-based creation 
to the test and bring it to Sisterhood's Matzah Throw-
down!

We are now accepting submissions in categories of 
"Apps & Sides", "Main Dishes", and "Desserts", or just 
come to eat and schmooze. There will be judging and 
there will be prizes!  You can enter the cook off and/or 
register on the Temple Sinai website.

Rosh Chodesh: A Story of Survival8
Thursday, March 9
6:30 pm
Join us as we hear from Holocaust survivor and special 
guest Eva Friedlander as she shares with us her story of 
survival. 

SAVE THE DATE- Sisterhood Fantastic Closing Event
Sunday, May 7
10:00 am at the Atlanta Botanical Gardens
Come learn to plan and grow your own summer gar-
den.  Bring dimensions of your planting space and enjoy 
an interactive lesson on square foot high productivity 
gardening.
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Temple Sinai Game Room
Tuesdays, 10:00 am - 3:00 pm
Wednesdays, 1:00 pm - 9:00 pm
The Temple Sinai Game Room (classroom #176)  will be 
available for those congregants who wish to play Mah 
Jongg, Canasta or any other card game.  

Sunday Morning Learning
10:00 am, PNK Learning Center
The Sunday Morning Learning program continues to 
provide meaningful learning opportunities to all adults 
in our community. The topics are varied, the presenters 
are all phenomenal, and the conversation is lively. 
March 5: Parenting in the 21st Century sponsored by 
Brotherhood and Nefesh (More information on page 5)   
March 19: Creating Energetic & Memorable Passover 
Seders with Rabbi Brad Levenberg     
March 26: Understanding Anti-Semitism in Atlanta with 
ADL Interim Director Shelly Rose

Sinai Special Needs Parent Connection
Sundays –  March 19 and May 7
10:00 am
Sinai Special Needs Parent Connection (formerly called 
T’micha) is an affinity group for parents with children 
who learn differently, need behavioral support or 
have special needs of any variety.  We have informal, 
open-ended discussions about our kids, as well as ideas 
for schools, services, camps, activities, etc.  Parents 
leave our sessions with new ideas and connections to 

ROMEO Club
Tuesday, March 14, 1:00 pm
Hudson Grille
6713 Roswell Road Sandy Springs, GA
Join the retired men of our ROMEO club for great food, 
interesting conversation and lots of fun. Contact Charlie 
Stark for more information and to RSVP at nomadcs@
aol.com.

Adult Education Miniseries: Where is God in Reform 
Judaism?
Wednesdays, March 8 and 22
7:30 pm
For over 3,000 years, Judaism has claimed a unique in-
sight into the nature of God, but that insight has evolved 
together with the stories of our people. In recent 
centuries, the Reform Movement emerged as a religious 
response to modernity. But modern events and histori-
cal realities, from the Holocaust, to the State of Israel, to 
the digital revolution have challenged us to ask: “Where 
is God in Reform Judaism?” Join Marisa Kaiser for the 
first of what we will be many digital series through 
HUC-JIR’s College Commons seminars.  Each session will 
begin with an online seminar from scholars at Hebrew 
Union College Jewish Institute of Religion, followed by a 
guided discussion.  

Sinai Book Club
Wednesday, March 29
7:30 pm
Moonglow, based upon conversations between Michael 
Chabon and his dying grandfather, is a collection of sto-
ries in which he tells the secrets of his life to his grand-
son.  We are shaped by our family history.

In Search of Three Jews: Steven Spielberg, Sidney 8       
Lumet and Woody Allen At The Movies with Bob Bahr
March 28-May 16 (6 weeks)
10:00 am
In this series, we will be watching films by three promi-
nent and gifted filmmakers and discussing the influence 
of American Jewish values and culture in their work. The 
cost is $49/person for 6 weeks.

ATID 8
March 4
4:45 pm
Join the Sinai 20s and 30s group for a relaxing afternoon 
at Treat Your Feet Buckhead and an opportunity to mix 
and mingle with other young adults! 

other parents facing similar challenges. Please contact 
KaLyn Davis at kalyn.davis.wetstone@gmail.com for 
questions or information.
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Fam
ily Engagem

ent

ONE YEAR 
MAINTENANCE CONTRACT

$139
$99 FOR EACH ADDITIONAL SYSTEM

REG. PRICE  $159

SERVICE TUNE-UP

$5995
PER UNIT* - REG. PRICE  $89.95

COMPLETE 
SERVICE CALL

10%**

Complete 16 SEER
HEATING & COOLING SYSTEM

$5,295*
INSTALLED

DUCT CLEANING SPECIAL

$350
UP TO 12 RUNS - REG PRICE  $475.00

ON KUDZU 
& GOOGLE+

24/7 SERVICE

www.770COOLAIR.com

770.COOL AIR  
(770.266.5247)

   or     to Schedule Your FREE 
In-Home Consultation

*$5,295 Complete 2.0 Ton 16 SEER split system A/C with 45,000 BTU 80% gas furnace, 
matching and digital thermostat. 10 year warranty on all parts, 2-year warranty on the 
heat exchanger and 10 year warranty compressor. Price included standard installation. 
Please call for additional details. 
**Includes parts and labor.  Can not be combined with tune-up or maintenance specials.

Tot Shabbat
Friday, March 17
5:15 pm Tot Supper Club
6:00 pm Tot Shabbat Service

You Are My Sunshine

Join us for a fun dinner and service for 
children ages five and under. You won't want 
to miss singing and dancing with your Sinai 
friends!

Save the Date for our Upcoming Events 
Tot Shabbat

Friday, April 21
5:15 Tot Supper Club

6:00 Tot Shabbat Service 

Afikomen Scavenger Hunt
Sunday, April 9

4:00 pm

Family Shabbat
Friday, April 14

6:30 pm

Family Shabbat
Friday, March 10
6:30 pm

Join us for our monthly Family Shabbat service for 
families with children in grades K-6.  
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Youth Education & Teens @
 Sinai

March: Youth Group Events
March 1 – Teen Lounge

March 11 – CLUB 34
March 17– JR. SCRUFY

March 18 – SCRUFY

Recap: L'Taken
In late January, Molly Okun, Director of Youth and Teen 
Engagement, took three Temple Sinai teens (Marshall 
Berton, Dori Balser and Ben Lang) to Washington DC 
for the Religious Action Center's Social Justice Seminar 
- L'Taken. Throughout the weekend our teens learned, 
worked and prayed amongst 460 of their Jewish peers 
from all across the United States. The teens learned 
about the Reform Movement's stance on social justice 
issues such as the refugee crisis, gun violence preven-
tion, reproductive rights, judicial nominations, and 
more. They learned how to be effective advocates and 
make their voices heard. Molly and our teens had the 
opportunity to go to the "No Muslim Ban Protest" and 
march from the White House to the Capitol Building. 
Afterwards, the teens were energized from being sur-
rounded by thousands of people who were protesting 
for justice. This experience influenced them to write 
incredible speeches about the refugee crisis, minimum 
wage, and criminal justice reform. The teens also had 
the opportunity to meet with staffers from Senator 
Isakson and Senator Perdue’s offices to voice their con-
cerns regarding specific topics. The teens returned home 
excited to particpate further in social justice issues and 
advocate for causes in which they believe. 

We are excited to welcome singer/songwriter, Noah 
Aronson back to Temple Sinai on Sunday, March 19 at 
11:00 am. Noah will be performing a family concert as 
part of religious school and parents are encouraged 
to attend. Noah is an energetic and soulful composer/
performer whose unique musical style propels his music 
into communities across North America, Israel, and Eu-
rope. Noah’s music is now sung in progressive communi-
ties and summer camps worldwide and has been includ-
ed as part of the Cantorial curriculum at the Hebrew 
Union College’s Debbie Friedman School of Sacred Music 
in New York City, where he currently resides. This is a 
show you don’t want to miss, the ruach is infectious!

Religious School Artist in Residence : Noah Aronson
S u n d a y ,  M a r c h  1 9 ,  1 1 : 0 0  a m

March 19 – J-SERVE (Teen Action Day)
March 24-26 – 5th & 6th Grade Trip to Charleston, SC

March 24-26 – NFTY-SAR Hatikvah Kallah
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• Game Truck
•Rock climbing wall
•Gaga pit
•DJ
•Inflatables
•New and exciting carnival 
games
•Sand Art
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Alex Newberg, son of Jennifer 
Gelder and Eric Newberg

Alex has been passionate 
about magic since the age of 4 
and he has performed at many 
different venues and events.

Camp Sunshine, an organiza-
tion that Alex’s family strongly 
supports, allows children with 

cancer to experience summer camp just like other kids.  
When it came time to select a cause for his Bar Mitzvah 
project, it was an easy decision.  Entertaining people 
with his magic is one of Alex’s favorite things to do.  He 
especially loves performing for the Camp Sunshine kids 
and their families bringing a little bit of joy to their lives.

Over the years, in addition to sharing his time, Alex has 
donated the proceeds from his magic performances to 
Camp Sunshine. For his project, Alex wanted to plan 
something special to raise money for Camp Sunshine 
and the Aflac Cancer & Blood Disorders Center at Chil-
dren’s Healthcare of Atlanta.  Creating, planning, and 
hosting a “Magic Night” was the perfect solution.   
Local restaurant Ippolito’s in Sandy Springs agreed to be 
the venue for the event.   Alex performed magic and the 
restaurant graciously donated a percentage of the eve-
ning’s sales. Using his magical talent, Alex was able to 
draw a huge crowd who came in support of his project.

February B'nei Mitzvah Ceremonies February B'nei M
itzvah  

Funeral and Cemetery Pre-planning 

It’s easy: Over the phone, online, in person 

It’s safe: Pre-payments are 100% escrowed in an 
account you own 

It’s responsible: Simplifies arrangements, removes 
burden from family, and fixes most funeral costs 

WE HONOR ANY PRE-PAID FUNERAL 
FROM ANY OTHER FUNERAL HOME 

770.451.4999  
www.JewishFuneralCare.com 

Atlanta Born ~ Atlanta Owned ~ Atlanta Managed 

Edward Dressler 

David Boring  ■  Michael Braswell 
Licensed Funeral Directors 

Because of the friends and family who attended “Mag-
ic Night”, Alex was able to make a significant contri-
bution to both Camp Sunshine and CHOA.  Supporting 
Camp Sunshine and CHOA will always be a priority for 
Alex.  Alex continues to pursue his magic and you can 
find him performing all around Atlanta!

What is Hunger?
 
How do you “experience hunger” if you have 
a stocked pantry and never question where 
your next meal is coming from? Mazon: A 
Jewish Response to Hunger has an answer on 

wheels. The Los Angeles-based organization is sending a 
giant rig around the U.S. on a 10-month journey. Inside 
is a dramatic and sometimes shocking exhibit titled This 
Is Hunger. Its goal is to challenge beliefs about who in 
America struggles with hunger and why.
 
The 53-foot expanded trailer made stops in Atlanta, in-
cluding Temple Sinai, and moved many with its message 
and innovative design. Visitors heard compelling person-
al stories, including one from a high school basketball 
player who quit his team because the cost of his uniform 
was cutting into the family’s meager food budget. And 

successful families whose lives were suddenly upended 
by a job loss or illness and found themselves in need of 
food assistance—a place they never imagined.
 
There are surprises, too. Like the number of military 
personnel who don’t have enough to eat.
 
The exhibit encourages action, such as signing a petition 
to House Speaker Paul Ryan. It opposes planned cuts to 
SNAP, the primary federal anti-hunger program. You can 
see and sign the petition at mazon.org/take-action.
 
Want to act locally? Join the Second Helpings Atlanta 
family—we rescue and deliver food seven days a week, 
right here at home. We need Volunteer drivers, food 
donors and others who care about eliminating hunger 
in our community. Contact Laura Labovitz at volun-
teer@secondhelpings.info to make a difference.
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Q: How does the new Walter and Frances Bunzl Family Foundation Clinical Services 
Wing enhance the service JF&CS provides to its counseling clients?

A: The biggest improvement is to security and confidentiality. It might seem simple, but 
it is so important. Clients can come in one door and exit through another. That makes it 
less likely they will run into someone they know walking in or in a waiting room. At the 
same time, new features in the offices cut down on noise, both in the hallway and office 
to office, thus increasing privacy.

The space reflects the kind of services our clients always received but now is more true 
to who we are as a counseling division. We want people to know they are cared for and 
respected in the space.

As Manager of Intake and Reception at JF&CS, Amy Maslia is the first point of contact for all 
general Information and referral calls that come through the main switchboard. That includes 
all calls for our Counseling Services group. No matter what someone is looking for, Amy has a 
wealth of knowledge and resources within the agency and throughout the community at large. 

For more information on 
Counseling Services, 
contact 770.677.9474  

or info@jfcsatl.org.

Ask a Professional
JF&CS Presents:
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The listings below are the Sinai Family Updates shared with us. Get 
“real-time” updates on our Sinai Family every Thursday evening in the 
weekly “From Shabbat to Shabbat” e-blast.

Condolences to…

Mazel Tov to…

Ja
nu

ar
y 

Fa
m

ily
 U

pd
at

es Welcome New Members

Craig Aronoff on the death of his mother, Patricia Aronoff.

Michael Feldman on the death of his mother, Clara Feld-
man.

Stuart Levenson on the death of his brother, Gary Joel 
Levenson.

Al Meyers on the death of his grandmother, Fay Meyers.

Fran Rothenberg on the death of her husband, Marvin 
Rothenberg. Condolences to daughters Lynn Goldstein and 
Michele Winter, as well.

Craig Seligman on the death of his cousin, Reed Seligman.

Larissa Vasconcellos on the death of her father, Fernando 
Vasconcellos.

Stacy Wolff on the death of her mother, Eva (Eve) Joyce 
Singer.

Howard Workman on the death of his mother, Shirley    
Miller. Condolences to granddaughters Robyn Marzullo 
and  Cara Workman as well.

Ellen & Michael Chalef on the birth of their grandson, Rory 
Everett Tolman.
Terri Hyman on her 60th birthday.  

Betty & Lester Breen
Robert Shuster

Rabbi Meir Azari from Tel Aviv to speak at Temple Sinai on 
Friday, March 17
 
Did you know Temple Sinai has a partner congregation in 
Israel?  Beit Daniel, located in Tel Aviv, is one of the Reform 
Movement’s leading congregations in Israel and, as of this 
past year, also a partner congregation with Temple Sinai. 
 
All who have entered the building since late February have 
hopefully noticed the remarkable art exhibit – “Shonim 
B’yachad” -- in the lobby Gallery.  Shonim B’yachad (“Chang-
ing Together” in translation) is an annual, fantastic art com-
petition hosted by Beit Daniel that celebrates the artistic 
talents, intentions and hopes of countless Tel Aviv residents 
of every ethnicity, race and religion.  The winning exhibit 
pieces are enlarged and prominently displayed on a major 
Tel Aviv thoroughfare and, now, they are featured in our 
lobby!
 
This annual art exhibit is only one of countless visionary 
ideas and accomplishments of Beit Daniel’s senior and 
founding spiritual leader, Rabbi Meir Azari.  Rabbi Azari will 
be joining us and sharing a few remarks at service on Friday 
evening, March 17, as well as leading Torah study on Shab-
bat morning. We hope you will plan to join us.

Guest speaker at Temple Sinai
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Learning Center News : Mary Baron
One of the greatest things about the Rabbi Philip 
N. Kranz Learning Center is the beautiful children’s 
library.  It is filled with delightful Jewish books 
and new books are being added continuously.   If 
you have ever been in the Learning Center during 
story time and seen the children listening with 
rapt attention or giggling at a humorous story, you 
know how much joy this collection brings to our 
congregation.

You can support the library by making your child 
a member of the Birthday Book Club.  When you 
donate $18 to the library your child will be invited 
to select a book to be placed in the Learning Center.  
Your child will be the first person to check out the 
book and your child’s name will be on a name plate 
in the front of the book.  Honoring your child in this 
way is a double mitzvah: it encourages your child to 
read and also provides the Learning Center with a 
lasting gift that others can enjoy.  

To become a member of the Birthday Book Club 
go the Learning Center page on the Temple Sinai 
website and click on the link for instructions on how 
to participate.

Another way to support the Learning Center is to 
become a member of the Library Guild.  Membership 
costs $25 per year and provides funds for the library 
to continue to expand its collection of books and 
DVDs.  As a Guild member you will be invited to 
choose a book and put a name plate in the front 
honoring whomever you choose.  Additionally, you 
will receive notifications of events at the library, such 
as Book Reviews with Rabbi Kranz.

Philip N. Kranz Learning Center

Happy Birthday to the following children who have 
become Birthday Book Program honorees: 

 Hannah Much
 Julia Promoff

 Margaret Stifel
Hudson Winters

Thank you to the following members for renewing 
their membership to the Library Guild: 

 Susan & Fred Feinberg, Sheri & Steven Labovitz, Rita 
Loventhal, Beth & Edward Sugarman

For more information about the Birthday Book Club or 
the Library Guild Program, call the Learning Center at 

404-252-3073 ext. 320

Simply Gorgeous, Modern Invitations.
Like nothing you've seen before!

Printed in Atlanta and Customized Just for You!
Free Return Addressing · Free Samples

404.745.9590 www.eventprints.com

Brooke PLEASE JOIN US ON A SPECIAL DAY
WHEN OUR DAUGHTER

Brooke Elise
IS CALLED TO THE TORAH AS A

 Bat Mitzvah
SATURDAY, MAY 12, 2018 AT 10:30 IN THE MORNING

FIFTH AVENUE SYNAGOGUE
NEW YORK, NEW YORK

KIDDUSH LUNCHEON TO FOLLOW SERVICE

Elizabeth and Jacob Goldberg

Thanks so much Ralph for taking good care of me 
as I fulfilled my dream of owning a Subaru! Ralph 

made buying easy-and I LOVE my new car!
Rabbi Brad Levenberg, Temple Sinai

Happy Passover
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Arlene & Bruce Turry Programming Endowment
in honor of
Zach Turry's Birthday
the 56th Anniversary of Bruce and Arlene Turry

in loving memory of
Shirley Miller

praying for Refuah Sh'laymah for
Rabbi Phil Kranz
Scott Selig

Beth Schafer Discretionary Fund
in honor of
Allison Silverboard’s Bat Mitzvah
Owen Oertell’s Bar Mitzvah

in memory of
Sara Dinberg

Candy & Stephen Berman Leadership 
Development
in honor of
the 50th Anniversary of Beverly and Morris         
  Zoblotsky

in memory of
Martin Schneider
Joe Zoblotsky

Cantor Sid Gottler Music Endowment
in honor of
Asher's Bar Mitzvah
Judy Paul's Birthday

in loving memory of
Clara Feldman
Marvin Rothenberg
Uncle Sonny
Uncle Norman Leavitt
Ken Kellner
Zelda

Chesed Fund
in honor of
Lauren Mahady, for helping Allison Silverboard                                     
 with her Bat Mitzvah

in memory of
Anne Shader

praying for Refuah Sh'laymah for
Andy Bauman

Congregant Relief Special Fund
in honor of
Rabbi Segal
Terri Heyman’s Birthday
Arthur Heyman’s Birthday

in memory of
David Snow
Eva Singer

Early Childhood Fund
in memory of
Jackie Green
Ruth Levy

Environmental Special Fund
in memory of
Mike Levine
Susie Levine
Benjamin Levine
Jerry Lobel

Gary Metzel Spirituality Endowment
in memory of
Patricia Sabin Aronoff
Dr. Harold Gussack
Hyman Goldberg

General Endowment
in memory of
Saul Siegel

Hineini - Accessibility and Inclusivity Fund
in memory of
Harriet Postman

Jan & Warren Epstein Cultural Arts Endowment
in honor of
Warren Epstein's Birthday

in memory of
Florence Epstein
Gary Joel Levenson

Kesher Special Fund
in memory of
Dr. Marvin Rothenberg
Josephine T. Spector
Pauline Underberg
Anne Kingloff
Bernie Goldstein
Marvin Rothenberg

praying for Refuah Sh'laymah for
Andy Bauman
Russell Harris

to thank
the Kesher Committee

Kranz Institute for Jewish Learning Endowment
in memory of
Clara Feldman
Dr. Marvin Rothenberg
Thelma Solomon

Loventhal Scholarship Endowment
in memory of
Shirley Miller

Operating Endowment Fund
in honor of
Rabbi Segal receiving the Sandy Springs 2017  
   Humanitarian Award

in memory of
Robert Butterfield
Thelma Solomon

Operating Enhancement Special Fund
in honor of
Sheri Libby's 60th Birthday
Fran and Jerry Scher

in memory of
Andrew Clifford Oxman
Dr. Marvin Rothenberg
Florence Goldman
Harold Goldman
Harry Unell
Jerry Gabriel
Joan Eichen
Kyle Burnat
Lew Triff
Lewaaron Moyer
Lillian Cohen
Margie Septow
Beatrice Rappaport
Marvin Rothenberg
Nat Klausman
Philip Zuber

Philanthropic/Social Action Special Fund
in honor of
Arthur Heyman’s Birthday

in memory of
David Ellis

PNK Learning Center Special Fund
in honor of
Inge Robbins’ Birthday

in memory of
Harold Klein
Harry Alpert
Morris Thompson
Julia S. Klineman
Mollie Ekstein
Mollie Troop
Shirley Miller

praying for Refuah Sh'laymah for
Rabbi Philip Kranz

Pre-School Fund
in memory of
Marvin Rothenberg
Morris Piha
Thelma Solomon

Rabbi Levenberg Discretionary Fund
to thank
Rabbi Brad for the wonderful Bris of Elliot Fineman

in honor of
Rabbi Brad Levenberg leading a special trip to  
   Israel
Allison Silverboard’s Bat Mitzvah
Owen Oertell’s Bar Mitzvah
Alec Wasserman’s Bar Mitzvah
Hayley Lieberman's Bat Mitzvah

in memory of
Henry Leff
Maury Benamy
Richard Shipley
Rosa Horesh
Sam Esterman
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Rabbi Ron Segal Endowment Fund
in memory of
Sam Esterman

Rabbi Segal Discretionary Fund
in appreciation of
the Aliyah

in honor of
Rabbi Ron Segal receiving the Sandy Springs 2017  
   Humanitarian Award
Allison Silverboard’s Bat Mitzvah
Owen Oertell’s Bar Mitzvah
Alec Wasserman’s Bar Mitzvah
Evelyn and Milton Crane

in memory of
Bernard Gordon
Dick Goodman
Rose P. Wand
Dave Wolf
Shirley Shulman Leaderman
Irene Rainbow
Elisabeth Kapp
Ethel Arth
Ethel Lovenheim
Harriet Brochin
Harold Brochin
Irving Kaplan
Jacob Sherman
Robert Butterfield
Rose Leibowtiz
Shirley Miller
William Alterman

praying for Refuah Sh'laymah for
Steve Langfelder

Rabbi Shabman Discretionary Fund
in honor of
Allison Silverbaord's Bat Mitzvah
Owen Oertell’s Bar Mitzvah

in memory of
Marvin Rothenberg
Sarah Robinson

Robert S. Janko Children's Enrichment
in memory of
Bobby Janko
Gary Levenson
Suzin Berlin

Rose & Marvin Sugarman Library Endowment
in memory of
Milton Silver
Harriet Greenblatt

Samuel Gordon Adult Education Fund
in memory of
Maury Benemy

Second Helpings Special Fund
in memory of
Claire Feldman
Estelle Silverman
Harriet Brochin
Harold Brochin
Mike Levine
Susie Levine
Benjamin Levine
Jerry Lobel
Lois Mexic
Shirley Miller

Sinai SPA
in memory of
Harry Rabin
Eleanor Hart
Reuben Peltzman

Stanley & Shirley Cohen Bldg & Grounds
Endowment
in memory of
Gary Joel Levenson

Susan & Jay Levitt Outreach Endowment
in memory of
Julianne Berger

Taylor- Greenberg Religious School Scholarship 
Fund
in honor of
Billie Greenberg's Birthday

Torah Learning Special Fund
in memory of
Marjorie Septow

Youth/Teen Program & Scholarship Fund
in honor of
Mandy and Simon Rappoport's B'nai Mitzvot

in loving memory of
Esther Schwartzman Grablowsky 
George Scheer, Sr.

in memory of
Morris Greenwald 

Contributions  | January  2017

Merrill & Sheila Wynn Judaic Scholarship
$5,000 Judaic Merit Scholarship Now Available

students ages 13-25 are invited to apply

The Annual Merrill & Sheila Wynne Judaic Scholarship for Temple Sinai members is now available!  Each year, one $5,000 
scholarship will be awarded to a student, age 13-25, to be used toward an approved Jewish education, camping, social justice or 
Israel program.  This may include, but is not limited to:
• Jewish Day School or High School tuition
• Jewish camping experience
• Israel trip or Semester of study in Israel
• Judaic studies program at an accredited college or university
• Jewish Social Justice volunteer experience
Applications are available on the Temple Sinai website.  All applications are due: March 15, 2017
 
Qualifications: 
Applicant must be between the age 13-25 by application submission deadline. Parent(s) or applicant must be a member in good 
standing at Temple Sinai.  Program must take place between Summer 2017 through Summer 2018.

Requirements of Scholarship Winner:
Scholarship winner shall present a summary report or D'Var Torah during a Shabbat Service following his or her use of the schol-
arship funds.
 
Questions? Email Marisa Kaiser, Director of Education at mkaiser@templesinaiatlanta.org.

Disclaimer:  All decisions of the Merrill and Shelia Wynne Scholarship Committee are final and binding upon applicants and 
their families. Temple Sinai retains all rights to use scholarship essays once they have been submitted as part of the scholarship 
application.
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Family Promise
If you have ever volunteered with us, you know what an 
impact your participation with Family Promise can make. 
Our hospitality is so needed and so appreciated when 
we host families at Temple Sinai.   We are part of a larger 
national organization that operates locally to help fam-
ilies stay together and stay safe. Families that find that 
they need temporary help and become enrolled in Family 
Promise are given all kinds of support to help them be-
come independent and self sufficient again. Your partici-
pation, for a week at Temple Sinai, just four times a year, 
providing safe shelter, comfort, dinner, and breakfast, is 
such an important part of that equation. 
 
Our next guests will be coming to Temple Sinai Sunday 
April 1st through April 10th. Please volunteer to help 
move in or move out, bring dinner or supplies, or spend 
the night as an overnight host. Register on http://www.
signupgenius.com/go/20f0c4caeab23a2fe3-family5 
and join our Sinai team. To learn more about Family 
Promise at Temple Sinai, contact LaWana or Marcy at                  
familypromise@templesinaiatlanta.org.

Hunger Walk/Run at Turner Field 8
Sunday, March 5
12:00 pm Registration
2:00 pm Walk/Run
Sinai is once again assembling a team (The Sinai Striders!) 
to participate in the annual Hunger Walk. This is a fun 
family event that raises money for the Atlanta Commu-
nity Food Bank. Come early to hang out with friends and 
enjoy the food and entertainment beginning at 12 pm. If 
you have any questions about registration please contact 
Team Support - Chris Ferguson, chris.ferguson@acfb.org, 
(404) 832-4972 or  Stephanie Wyatt - swyatt@jfga.org, 
(404) 870-1625.

Passover Clothing Drive 
“Our ancestors left Egypt with nothing but the clothes 
on their backs.  Far too many in our community have 

even less.”
This Passover we will be collecting clothing for the 
Community Assistance Center in Sandy Springs.  They 
are in need of clothing for all ages for the CAC Boutique, 
but they are especially seeking: children’s shoes, teens’ 
gently worn clothes, men’s jeans, and tennis shoes.  and 
bed linens (sheets, pillows cases, blankets). Please note, 
that we will NOT accept winter coats or clothing, rather 
we are specifically seeking spring/summer attire.  Dona-
tions will be accepted at Temple Sinai on Friday, March 
24th from 9:30am -6:30pm, Saturday March 25th from 
8:30am-11:30am and Sunday March 26th from 9:30-
12:30. If you have any questions, contact clothing drive 
chairs Michelle Cooper, MjgCooper@att.net or Karen 
Much, KfMuch@gmail.com.  If you are able to volunteer, 
sign up at: http://tinyurl.com/passoverdrive.  

Social Action Sunday 8
Sunday, March 19
12:15 pm
The Temple Sinai Preschool PTO and Early Childhood   
Committee will be hosting the March Social Action Sun-
day. Due to the huge success we had last year, we will 
again be making Boxes of Love for the Children's Resto-
ration Network. We will be filling these boxes with travel 
sized toiletries, non-perishable snacks, and socks to be 
delivered to children in homeless shelters throughout 
metro Atlanta. We need your help to make this a success!  
Pizza will be served at 12:15 pm. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
1 pm - Temple Sinai 
Game Room

6:30 pm - Teen 
Lounge, Teen 
Wednesday Night 
Program

2 3
5:45pm - Kabbalat 
Panim, Shabbat 
Meditation
6:30pm - Shabbat 
Service
8 pm - Hebrew 
Learner's Shabbat 
Service

4
9 am - Torah Study 
10 am - Shabbat 
Service
10:30 am - 
Bar Mitzvah 
Ceremony
4:45 pm- ATID 

5
9:30am -  Religious 
School, Brotherhood 
Brunch 

12 pm-  Hunger Walk

6 7 
10 am - Melton 
class, Temple Sinai 
Game Room
4:45 pm - Hebrew 
School

8
1 pm - Temple Sinai 
Game Room

7:30 pm - Adult Edu-
cation Miniseries

9
6:30 pm - Rosh 
Chodesh

10
5:45pm - Kabbalat 
Panim, Shabbat 
Meditation
6:30pm - Family 
Shabbat Service, 
Shabbat Service 

11
9 am - Torah Study 
10 am - Shabbat 
Service
10:30 am - 
Bar Mitzvah 
Ceremony

12
9:30 am - Megillah 
Reading, Sensory 
Sensitive Megillah 
Reading

10:30 am- Purim 
Palooza

6 pm - Purim Dinner 
& Spiel 

13 14
10 am - Melton 
Class, Temple Sinai 
Game Room
1 pm - Romeo Club 
(away)
4:45 pm -Hebrew 
School

15
1 pm - Temple Sinai 
Game Room

16
6:30 pm - 
Brotherhood 
March Madness 
Event (away)

17
5:15 pm - Tot 
Shabbat Dinner 
Club 
5:45 pm Kabbalat 
Panim,Shabbat 
Meditation
6 pm - Tot Shabbat
6:30 pm - Shabbat 
Service welcoming 
Rabbi Meir Azri

18 
9 am - Torah Study

10 am - Shabbat 
Service
5:30 pm - Bat 
Mitzvah 
Ceremony

19
9:30am -  Religious 
School, Temple Sinai 
Tots

10 am - Special Needs 
Parent Connection, 
Sunday Morning 
Learning 

11 am - Artist in Resi-
dence- Noah Aronson

12:15 pm - Social Ac-
tion Sunday

12:30 pm - 11th and 
12th Grade Lunch n 
Learn 

20 21
10 am - Temple Sinai 
Game Room
4:45 pm -Hebrew 
School

22
10 am - Temple Sinai 
Game Room
7:30 pm - Adult Edu-
cation Miniseries

23 24
5:45pm - Kabbalat 
Panim, Shabbat 
Meditation
6:30pm - Shabbat 
Service 

25
9 am - Torah Study
10 am - Shabbat 
Service
10:30 am - 
B'nei Mitzvah 
Ceremony

26
9:30am -  Religious 
School

10 am - Sunday Morn-
ing Learning 

5 pm - Matzah Throw-
down 

27 28
10 am - In Search of 
Three Jews - with 
Bob Bahr, Temple 
Sinai Game Room
4:45 pm -Hebrew 
School

29
10 am - Temple Sinai 
Game Room
7:30 pm - Sinai Book   
club

30
6 pm - Men's 
Steak House Seder

7 pm - Lilith Salon

31
5:45pm - Kabbalat 
Panim, Shabbat 
Meditation
6:30pm - Shabbat 
Service featuring 
Chai Fidelity

March 201 7  | Kislev 5777/ Tevet 5777

*Events with the same start time are separated by a comma

Family Promise Host Week February 26 - March 5

5th and 6th Grade Trip to Charleston &
Passover Clothing Drive March 24-26

Hatikvah Kallah March 26 & 27
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Temple Sinai March Worship Schedule
Friday, March 3
6:30 pm                Shabbat Service  

Saturday, March  4
10:00 am             Shabbat Service 
10:30 pm             Bar Mitzvah ceremony of Conner 
                              Voynich 
Friday, March 10
6:30 pm  Family Shabbat Service 
6:30 pm              Shabbat Service 
Saturday, March 11
10:00 am             Shabbat Service 
10:30 am             Bar Mitzvah ceremony of Andrew 
                              Levingston 

Friday, March 17
6:30 pm  Shabbat Service welcoming Rabbi Meir  
                               Azari 
Saturday, March 18
10:00 am             Shabbat Service 
5:30 pm               Bat Mitzvah ceremony of Tamara Bean 
Friday, March 24
6:00 pm               Shabbat Service 
Saturday, March  25
10:00 am             Shabbat Service 
10:30 am             B'not  Mitzvah ceremony of Abigail West   
  and Sarah Huckleby 
Friday, March  31
6:30 pm             Shabbat Service featuring Chai Fidelity 

Can’t make it to synagogue? 
Look for the  icon indicating that 

the service will be streamed live.  
Visit www.templesinaiatlanta.org to watch!

Temple Sinai is going green! In order to reduce waste and 
costs, we are offering an option to receive the D’var Sinai 
each month via email. We will have plenty of printed cop-
ies at Temple Sinai if you would like to take home a publi-
cation. Please note that this is only an option; if you do not 
sign up to receive our online version, you will still receive 
the printed copy in the mail. Let us know if you would like 
to receive this copy electronically. 
Visit http://tinyurl.com/dvarsinai


