
Saturday, April 29, 2017
7:00 pm – 11:00 pm

Temple Sinai

Celebrate. Schmooze. Party.

An internationally-inspired evening.
Dinner, Cocktails, Music, Dancing, Silent & Live Auction.

Don’t miss our fabulous Gala.  Proceeds raised support and 
sustain all the things we love about Temple Sinai.

Your Journey. Your Home.  

Event Chairs: Debra Brown and Lauren Gersten 

Visit the Temple Sinai website for tickets and sponsorship information,
Questions? Please contact Dawn Painter, Development 

and Campaign Director, at dpainter@templesinaiatlanta.org or 
404.252.3073 ext. 330

Around the World Gala

         April  2017
d’var sinai

Temple Sinai  & Fifth Third Bank present an
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D’var Sinai
Published by Temple Sinai
5645 Dupree Drive
Sandy Springs, GA  30327
P: 404.252.3073; F: 404.252.8570
www.templesinaiatlanta.org

D’var Sinai Submissions 
should be emailed to 
communication@
templesinaiatlanta.org. The 
deadline for the May issue is 
March 25. Thank you!

Spiritual Leadership
Rabbis
Ronald M. Segal 
Bradley G. Levenberg 
Samantha A. Shabman
Philip N. Kranz, Emeritus

Bunzl Family Cantorial Chair
Beth Schafer 
  
Administrative & Programming Staff 
Executive Director
Jack J. Feldman

Facilities/Event Director
Lillie Janko 

Development & Campaign Director
Dawn Painter
 
Director of Operations
Shelly Dresdner 
 
Director of Membership Engagement
Jaimee Boettcher
 
Communications Director
Andrea Fineman
   
 Accountant
Errol Atlan 
 
Member Services Manager
Simone Bonnejonne 
Executive Assistant to Clergy
Rachel DeLine 

Assistant to Clergy
Lori Jassen

Front Desk Associate
Abigail Baughman  
 
Facilities Manager
Andre Parker 

Education Staff   
Director of Education
Marisa Kaiser

Director of Youth Education
Emily Cohen

Religious School Administrative Assistant 
Jenny Mopper 

Director of Youth & Teen Engagement
Molly Okun

B’nei Mitzvah Coordinator
Sharon Clark 
 
Librarian, PNK Learning Center
Adelle Salmenson  

Preschool Director
Jamah Maman
 
Preschool Administrative Assistant
Jennifer Adams 

Advertise with Us 
The D’var Sinai has a circulation 
of approximately 1,500 
households and is published 11 
times per year. Our advertising 
rates are very competitive. 
Please email communication@
templesinaiatlanta.org for 
information. 

8 Be sure to visit our website to  
 register for upcoming events.

Join us at www.facebook.com/
TempleSinaiATL.

Board of Trustees 
President  
Marcia Nuffer 

President Elect
Cary Rodin

Vice President (Communications)
Stacey Geer

Vice President (Community)
Lynn Redd

Vice President (Development)
Adam Mayer

Vice President (Education) 
Asher Royal

Vice President (Membership)
Kevin Levingston

Vice President (Ritual)
Jeff Kerker

Treasurer
David Mann

Assistant Treasurer
Ira Blecker

Immediate Past President
Scott Zucker

Members
Dan Balser
Daren Becker
Chuck Berk
Owen Dwoskin
Larry Faskowitz
Abbie Frankel Teen Trustee
Lauren Gersten
David Kurzweil
Janet Lefkowitz
Allan Nelkin
Susan Pepper
Mark Rosenthal
David Rubinger
Maurice Shemper
Johanna Skid
LaWana Streger
Josh Tolchin Brotherhood Trustee
Lori Zwecker Neshamot Trustee

Accessibility Services
Did you know Temple Sinai has a committee dedicated to making 
our Temple accessible to everyone, regardless of ability? HINEINI - 
which means “Here I am,” is Temple Sinai’s accessibility committee. 
Committee members assure we are welcoming and accessible to all 
who wish to participate. 
Need assistance? Temple Sinai has concierge services available to assist and connect 
individuals and families with disabilities with resources both at Sinai and in the 
community. Please contact our Hineini Concierges, Ina Enoch, at ina.enoch@gmail.
com or Jan Jay, at concierge@templesinaiatlanta.org.

Temple Sinai Board of Trustees & Staff 
To reach President Marcia Nuffer, email president@templesinaiatlanta.org. To reach 
staff via email, please use first initial, last name@templesinaiatlanta.org. 
Ex: rsegal@templesinaiatlanta.org

Look for the  icon indicating that 
the service will be streamed live.
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From My Perspective | Rabbi Sam Shabman
Each year, Passover reminds me of 
one of my favorite films, Shawshank 
Redemption. In the film, one of the 
characters is released from prison, 
but his new-found freedom seems 
more like a curse than a blessing. In 
his words, he had become an “insti-
tutionalized” man...unable to access 
the blessings of liberation after so 
many years in captivity.

One of the names for our fascinating holiday of Passover 
is zman cheruteynu, the season of our freedom. This begs 
the questions as to what freedom means in our day and 
age. What can this holiday teach those of us who have not 
experienced physical slavery on a personal level? Perhaps, it 
is a different kind of slavery that we experience...less physical 
and more spiritual or emotional.  And perhaps, the struggle 
for freedom lies within ourselves. As we yearn for meaning 
and wholeness, these ancient tales from Exodus provide us 
guidance and wisdom.

We re-tell and re-play the Exodus story each year on our 
Seder plates to help us appreciate our modern-day freedom. 
When Israelite freedom seemed so improbable, Miriam the 
prophetess stood strong and firm, timbrel in hand, lead-
ing the way for thousands of others. She reminds us that 

freedom is possible, no matter how deep the spiritual 
shackles sink us. Yet, while the  characters in our Pass-
over story found physical freedom...I am left wondering, 
were they able to reach the next level, the more elusive 
level of emotional and spiritual freedom? Passover pro-
vides us with this sacred opportunity to acknowledge 
the ways in which we find ourselves free, and the ways 
in which we still find ourselves captive.

Rabbi Yitz Greenberg writes, “the house of bondage is 
within [us], it will accompany you unless you are psy-
chologically ready to be free.” A person may be enslaved 
to the rules of his or her society, or a slave
to their passions.  However, as Jews, we liberate our-
selves by virtue of our labor. We liberate ourselves by 
virtue of our preparation, our rituals, and by the con-
tinual  retelling of our story. This is how we cope. This is 
how we find our freedom, and accept our ever-changing 
realities.

This April, may we celebrate the glorious freedom that 
we do have through song,family, food and other tradi-
tional rituals and may we use the positive forces in our 
life to free ourselves, and others from the oppression 
that we find in our own world and our own lives.

Financial Innovations o�ers 
f inancial planning and wealth 

management with a customized, 
caring approach to our clients’  

f inancial well being.    
We will help you make sound 

f inancial decisions that preserve 
and increase your net worth and 
help you achieve your life goals 

for success.

NAMED ONE OF ATLANTA'S TOP FINANCIAL PLANNERS IN ATLANTA MAGAZINE FOR OVER 3 YEARS
AS SEEN IN FORBES MAGAZINE IN 2010  •  NAMED ONE OF ATLANTA'S TOP LAWYERS IN GEORGIA TREND

www.f inancialinnovations.biz
(404) 458-0065

O�ering
Peace of Mind

That Your
Financial A�airs
are Well Planned

and Managed 

Securities o�ered through Triad Advisors, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC

FINANCIAL PLANNING
 • Asset Management
 • Fee-Based Planning
 • Retirement Plans - For Small to Medium Sized Businesses
 • Insurance - Long-Term Health Care, Long-Term Disability, Life Insurance

LAW PRACTICE
 • Estate Planning - Wills & Trusts
 • Basic Incorporations - S Corporation and Limited Liability Corporation (LLC)

Laura K. Schilling, JD, CPA, CFP(r), CSA
6111 Peachtree Dunwoody Road, Suite F101
Atlanta, Georgia 30328
laura@�nancialinnovations.biz
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When people ask me to tell 
them more about Temple Sinai, 
I often describe it as a warm 
and vibrant congregation that 
is always striving for continuous 
improvement.  This is especially 
true with respect to the congre-
gation’s focus on being warm, 
welcoming and engaging.  

With the addition of our new Membership Engagement 
Director, Jaimee Boettcher, combined with the efforts 
around our Imagine Sinai “Culture of Relationships” strat-
egy, we have been able to enhance existing programs and 
add some new programs and initiatives with the goal of 
making Sinai an even more warm and welcoming place.  

You may already be familiar with our Membership Ad-
vancement Program (MAP) for Sinai members in their 
first year of membership.  This year’s MAP class has been 
getting together once a month from November through 
April to meet with the clergy and various speakers to learn 
about Sinai from the inside out and to make greater con-
nections with one another.  With a similar goal of making 
it easier for our new members to get engaged and feel 
welcomed to Sinai,  we are also starting a new Sinai Host 
Committee program that will help ensure that new mem-
bers are not only connected with the clergy upon joining 
Sinai but also connected to existing members with similar 
backgrounds. By pairing new member families with exist-
ing Sinai member hosts, we hope to ease transition into Si-
nai life by creating connections and providing an additional 
resource for new members to learn about opportunities to 
volunteer and be more engaged in congregational life.  

Board Message  | Vice President of Membership Kevin Levingston 
In addition to these programs, you may have noticed 
some other more subtle changes that were born out 
of our Imagine Sinai “Culture of Relationships” strat-
egy  to enable members and prospective members to 
get to know one another better, including nametags 
for all participants at Sinai events and “Relational 
Moment” opportunities at meetings.  To elaborate, at 
Sinai meetings you can expect the meeting agenda to 
lead off with time for a “Relational Moment,” giving 
meeting participants an opportunity to share what is 
going on in their lives, be it a recent trip, an upcoming 
celebration, or even an illness in the family they are 
coping with. Think of it as a pre-meeting “Good and 
Welfare.” 

Lastly, on Friday nights in the near future, you can 
expect to be greeted by members of our new Sham-
mashim Corps (Shammashim is Hebrew for servants 
or helpers).  In addition to greeting congregation 
members and guests, the Shammashim Corps will also 
be assisting clergy with tasks for services and sharing 
important information about various programs and 
services in the building.  Like the other modifications 
mentioned above, the stated goal of this program is 
to help create an environment that is friendly, warm, 
inviting and reflective of the community we aspire to 
be.  Volunteers are needed to participate in this 
special mitzvah.

If you would like to get involved in one of these areas 
or have any additional ideas or suggestions to enhance 
this further, please contact Jaimee Boettcher at 
jboettcher@templesinaiatlanta.org or Kevin 
Levingston at kmlevingston@gmail.com.
Thank you.

Thank you for attending our 
Purim Palooza and our Purim Spiel, Shushan!



Top Golf Midtown 8 
Wednesday, April 19
6:00 pm
1600 Ellsworth Industrial Blvd, Atlanta, GA 30318
After the tournament down in Augusta that we’re not al-
lowed to mention by name, everyone is always motivat-
ed to dust off the clubs and get their golf game back into 
shape.  We will start with drinks and appetizers at the 
bar at 6:00 pm and then play golf games from 7:00 to 
9:00 pm.  Please RSVP on the Sinai website by Monday, 
April 17th. $20 for Brotherhood Members and $50 for 
other Sinai men.  This event is for Sinai members only.  
For more info about TopGolf, please see their website 
at www.topgolf.com.  No golfing experience is necessary.
 
Social Action Sunday 8
Sunday, April 23
12:15 pm 
Join us as Brotherhood leads Social Action Sunday along-
side New American Pathways.  It is a great opportunity 
for us to help support an organization that provides 
approximately 4,000 refugees per year with the neces-
sary tools to rebuild their lives and achieve long-term 
success.  Please bring the whole family; we will have 
plenty of ways for everyone to help.  Also, in celebration 
of Earth Day, Sinai's Shomrei Adamah Committee will be 
initiating a special tree planting project that is sure to be 
a lot of fun. Pizza and refreshments will be served.

Temple Sinai Men’s Poker Championship 8
Thursday, May 4
6:00 pm
Are you Sinai’s best poker player?  Test your skills at 
Brotherhood’s Semi-Annual Texas Hold‘em Poker Tour-
nament.  Join us at the Sandy Springs Hudson Grille 
starting at 6:00 pm on Thursday, May 4th. The poker 
tournament will begin promptly at 7:00 pm.  Prizes will 
be awarded… plus, the top two players will have their 
name permanently engraved on the “Sinai Cup” trophy.
Not a poker player?  Not a problem.  We will provide 
free Texas Hold’em poker lessons from 6:00-7:00 pm or    
alternatively, just come for a little social time with great 
food and an open bar.  Heavy appetizers, desserts and 
cocktails are all included.  The cost for Brotherhood 
members will be $10 and $30 for all other Sinai men.  If 
you want to play in the poker tournament, the charity 
‘buy-in’ is $20 for everyone.  Please RSVP on the Sinai 
website by Monday, May 1st. This event is for Sinai 
members only.  
 
Save the Date – Braves Game at Suntrust Park    
Wednesday, June 21
7:35 pm       
Brotherhood will be purchasing a block of tickets for 
the Braves game against the Giants at the new Suntrust 
Park.  Stay tuned for more details to come. 
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Sisterhood/Nesham
ot & Brotherhood

Brotherhood Upcoming Events

Sisterhood/Neshamot Upcoming Events

Sisterhood collected and 
sorted through 1,240 pieces 
of jewelry that were donated 
for the Mother's Day Jewelry 

Project

Spring into Summer Closing Event 8
Sunday, May 7
9:30 am Continental Breakfast
10:00 am Container Gardening Class 
Atlanta Botanical Gardens

Learn from Sinai's very own Raleigh Saperstein, an expert 
horticulturist, how to design your own container garden. 
See how to create full and partial-sun containers. Sketch 
your own designs, then walk around the Gardens and take 
a short tour of the beautiful examples on display.  
Registration will be coming soon, so please save the date!  

Brave Miss World 8
Tuesday, April 4
7:00 pm
Temple Sinai is proud to be a Community Partner for 
the upcoming screening of “Brave Miss World,” hosted 
by Jewish Women’s Fund of Atlanta and the Atlanta 
Jewish Film Festival. The film tells the story of Miss 
Israel, Linor Abargil, who was abducted, stabbed, and 
raped only six weeks before winning the Miss World 
pageant. The film follows her from the rape, to her 
crowning, and through her crusade to fight for justice 
and break the silence. The screening will be followed 
by a panel discussion with experts in the field. A 
portion of all ticket sales will go directly to sexual 
assault prevention. 

Rosh Chodesh 8
Thursday, April 6
6:30 pm
MaCOM
Mikvah: What role can the Mikvah play in our lives? 
Join us for this meaningful event at MaCOM, Metro 
Atlanta Community Mikvah. 
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Temple Sinai Game Room
Tuesdays, 10:00 am - 3:00 pm
Wednesdays, 1:00 pm - 9:00 pm
The Temple Sinai Game Room (classroom #176)  will be 
available for those congregants who wish to play Mah 
Jongg, Canasta or any other card game.  

Sunday Morning Learning
10:00 am, PNK Learning Center
The Sunday Morning Learning program continues to 
provide meaningful learning opportunities to all adults 
in our community. The topics are varied, the presenters 
are all phenomenal, and the conversation is lively. 
April 23: Yom HaShoah with Bob Bahr and Gene
                 Schoenfeld 
April 30: Magic: The Secrets Behind the Tricks with 
                 Ari Isenberg 
May 7:    Holocaust Art with Glenn Sharfman 
May 21: Take Out Judaism: Prayer with Rabbi Ron Segal

Sinai Special Needs Parent Connection
Sunday May 7
10:00 am
Sinai Special Needs Parent Connection (formerly called 
T’micha) is an affinity group for parents with children 
who learn differently, need behavioral support or 
have special needs of any variety.  We have infor-
mal, open-ended discussions about our kids, as well 
as ideas for schools, services, camps, activities, etc.  
Parents leave our sessions with new ideas and connec-
tions to other parents facing similar challenges. Please 
contact KaLyn Davis at kalyn.davis.wetstone@gmail.
com for questions or information.

In Search of Three Jews: Steven Spielberg, Sidney 8       
Lumet and Woody Allen At The Movies with Bob Bahr
March 28-May 16 (6 weeks)
10:00 am
In this series, we will be watching films by three promi-
nent and gifted filmmakers and discussing the influence 
of American Jewish values and culture in their work. The 
cost is $49/person for 6 weeks.

ROMEO Club
Tuesday, April 18 
1:00  pm
5 Seasons Brewing Co.
Prado Shopping Center
5600 Roswell Road - Sandy Springs
Join the retired men of the ROMEO club for great food, 
interesting conversation and lots of fun. Contact Charlie 
Stark for more information and to RSVP at 
nomadcs@aol.com.

Save The Date - Comedian Rabbi Bob Alper 8
Saturday, May 13
Join us for a comedic evening with a performance by 
Rabbi Bob Alper.  Don't miss an evening with ninety 
minutes of non-stop laughter!  Rabbi Bob Alper has 
been seen on the Today Show, Good Morning America, 
Comedy Central and more! Look for more information 
coming soon.

Red Cross Blood Drive
Sunday, April 23
9:30 am - 2:00 pm
Please consider giving blood at our upcoming blood 
drive-it's a mitzvah!

Film Series: Bogdan’s Journey
Sunday, April 30 
6:30 pm

Join Rabbi Ron for a viewing and discussion of Bogdan's 
Journey.  In this film, one man persuades the people of 
Kielce, Poland, to confront the truth about the darkest 
moment in their past: Kielce was the site of Europe’s 
last Jewish pogrom.
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Your Journey, Your Passover
brought to you by Sinai’s Ritual Committee

 2017/5777

Monday, April 10                                                             
First Night Seder (in homes)

Tuesday, April 11, 10:00 am                                      
Passover/Festival Morning Services
Brunch n’ learn  to follow 8

Visit www.templesinaiatlanta.org for more 
information and to register.  

Passover Services and Seders
Tuesday, April 11, 5:30 pm                                          
Second Night Seder at Temple Sinai 8

Visit www.templesinaiatlanta.org for more 
information and to register.  

Monday, April 17, 10:00 am                                      
Seventh day service, including Yizkor 
prayers
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Now enrolling for summer camp and the 
2017-2018 school year!

More information can be found online and 
by contacting Jamah Maman at 

jmaman@templesinaiatlanta.org or 404.255.6200.  

Temple Sina Preschool

Academics Through Play
www.templesinaipreschool.org

Tot Shabbat in the Park 8
Friday, April 21
5:15 pm - Pizza picnic dinner will be 
served
6:00 pm - Tot Shabbat Service
Morgan Falls Park
200 Morgan Falls Rd.
Sandy Springs, GA
 
Bring your little ones to Morgan Falls for 
a special Tot Shabbat in the Park.  Pizza 
dinner will be provided, along with sing-
ing, dancing, play, friends and more as we 
celebrate Shabbat together!

Thank you for helping us celebrate our 30th year!
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Youth Education & Teens @
 Sinai

Afikoman Scavenger 
Hunt 8
Sunday, April 9 
10:00 am 
East Cobb Park
3322 Roswell Rd
Marietta, GA 30068
 
Join us for our 2nd annual family fun 
Passover adventure! Scavenger hunt, food, 
obstacle courses, team building, games and 
more!  Program is geared for all kids and 
their parents in Kindergarten through 6th 
grade, but there will be fun for the entire 
family.

●A Noah’s Ark Scavenger Hunt at Zoo Atlanta
●A family workshop all about STEM careers in Israel.  Our 4th grade families designed robots in Tel 
    Aviv, conserved water in the Negev, and more.
●A “Bear” Mitzvah where our 5th graders had the mission of putting together a b’nai mitzvah 
    ceremony for one of their stuffed animals.
●Tye-dying challah covers with our Kindergarteners
 

There  are many more exciting experiences planned for the rest of the year. 
 We can’t wait!

April: Youth Group Events

April 15 – SCRUFY
April 19 – Teen Lounge
April 21– JR. SCRUFY
April 22 – CLUB 56

April 28-30 – NFTY-SAR Spring Kallah

We’ve been having an amazing year in Religious School!  Take a look at all the 
creative Jewish learning experiences our children have had and the strong

community they’ve built. Some highlights include:

Religious School
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Bar Mitzvah of Connor 
Voynich, son of Jennie and 
Mike Voynich

For Connor’s Bar Mitzvah 
Project, he wanted it to 
relate to something he is 
already passionate about 
– video games. He was 
introduced to the organi-

zation Game Givers, started by Max Rubenstein, that 
collects video game systems and video games on behalf 
of hospitals so that they can provide them for children 
who are receiving treatment and required to stay there 
for some period of time. Most hospitals do not have 
resources to provide children with entertainment so the 
mission of Game Givers is to help provide these resourc-
es by collecting and distributing video games and video 
game systems to various hospitals. It helps give the chil-
dren something that can take their mind off their injury 
or illness, even if just for a little while. Connor decided 
right then and there this was going to be his Bar Mitzvah 
project and hosted a collection drive during the months 
of January and February by placing collection boxes at 
school as well as the front porch at home. In addition, 
he put up flyers to advertise and encourage participa-
tion in the drive and made posts on social media via his 
parent’s Facebook pages.  In February, after wrapping up 
the collection drive, he and Max Rubenstein brought the 
collected items, along with some other donations, to the 
patients of Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta at Egleston 
and hosted a video game tournament to celebrate.

Bar Mitzvah of Andrew 
Levingston, son of Simone 
and Kevin Levingston

Andrew appreciates the 
importance of education and 
realizes how fortunate he is to 
be receiving such a great ed-
ucational experience here in 
Atlanta.  Andrew is very aware 
that there are children in 

other parts of the world who are not as privileged as he 
is so he wanted to do something about it.   For Andrew's 
Bar Mitzvah T.A.G. project, he hosted a bingo party at 
his house to raise money for the Good Work Founda-
tion, which is an organization that is working to uplift 
rural communities in Africa through access to education. 
The Foundation does this by helping to create "online" 
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digital learning centers, allowing rural African communities 
access to world-class education and cutting-edge technol-
ogy.  This summer, Andrew and his family are traveling to 
South Africa and will have the opportunity to see firsthand 
some of the work that is being done by the Good Work 
Foundation.  While Andrew is in South Africa, he is looking 
forward to being able to personally present to the Founda-
tion all of the money he raised through his T.A.G. project.

Bat Mitzvah of Tamara Bean, 
daughter of Tina Buchman and 
Mike Bean

Tamara is a very spirited  teen.  
She has so much ambition to 
take part in many things from 
gymnastics, competition cheer,  
upcoming swim team this sum-
mer, ice skating, singing, acting 

and working out just to name a few.   This past October 
she took her altruistic nature to an entirely new level 
when she participated in the local It’s The Journey Breast 
Cancer Walk.   This walk is a 30 mile two day walk which 
begins and ends in downtown Atlanta.  She walked as a 
student walker on day two. Not only did she train for this 
walk and yes, she completed it in its entirety with the top 
ten walkers, she won an award for raising the most money 
in the Teen Category!   Tamara exceeded her goal by a 
few thousand dollars.  She had to wait a few days for her 
blisters to heal of course.   When she finished, she com-
mitted to walk again in November of 2017 for the second 
time as a student walker.

The passion, desire, willingness, dedication and discipline 
Tamara Alice Bean exudes is like no other.   Compassion 
and altruism are who she is.

Bat Mitzvah of Sarah 
Huckleby, daughter of Jennifer 
Huckleby and David Huckleby

Sarah is a young lady of diverse 
interests. She loves all animals, 
especially horses. She enjoys 
photography, art, and sports, 
especially powerlifting. Sarah 
holds eight American records in 
powerlifting. She deadlifted 275 

pounds at her last competition and will do more next time.
This past summer, she volunteered at a horse camp. She 
taught younger children to ride, cared for animals, and 
was very involved with first-time riders. Sarah helped them 
overcome their fears and create never-ending memories. 
Sarah is planning a fundraiser to raise money to care for 

• Game Truck
•Rock climbing wall
•Gaga pit
•DJ
•Inflatables
•New and exciting carnival 
games
•Sand Art
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While Sarah creates her own legacy, she is learning that as 
paths cross she is bringing people together to share their 
stories and experiences while giving back to her 
community.  

Bat Mitzvah Abigail West, 
daughter of Loren and Philip 
West

Abigail is a sensitive, com-
passionate young woman, 
so it was very hard for her to 
choose a single chesed project.  
She knows there are so many 
deserving organizations locally, 
and throughout the world, and 

she wanted to support them all.  Fortunately, in addition 
to her own T.A.G. project, she was able to assist friends 
with their mitzvah projects, providing Books for Africa and 
supporting the American Cancer Society.  She was also able 
to help feed the hungry by participating in Social Action 
Sunday.  Abigail spent a lot of time in social studies learning 
about the shortage of clean, safe water throughout Afri-
ca, and she intends to make a financial contribution to an 
organization dedicated to solving Africa’s water crisis after 
her Bat Mitzvah.

Our dog Ginger is a rescue from a shelter, as was our dog 
Tabasco, so Abigail ultimately decided she would focus her 
efforts on helping animals.  She decided to support Furkids 
Animal Rescue & Shelters for her T.A.G. project.  Abigail has 
been busy collecting food, toys, treats, and other supplies 
needed by Furkids to nurture the animals in its care, and 
using financial contributions from friends and family to 
purchase additional items on Furkids’ wish list.  Abigail also 
spent time volunteering in one of the thrift stores run by 
Furkids to raise needed funds to cover the organization’s 
expenses.  She is hoping to receive training soon so that 
she can work directly with the animals.
Becoming a Bat Mitzvah has helped Abigail to find ways to 
get involved and give back to the community, and she looks 
forward to continuing to do so

ONE YEAR 
MAINTENANCE CONTRACT

$139
$99 FOR EACH ADDITIONAL SYSTEM

REG. PRICE  $159

SERVICE TUNE-UP

$5995
PER UNIT* - REG. PRICE  $89.95

COMPLETE 
SERVICE CALL

10%**

Complete 16 SEER
HEATING & COOLING SYSTEM

$5,295*
INSTALLED

DUCT CLEANING SPECIAL

$350
UP TO 12 RUNS - REG PRICE  $475.00

ON KUDZU 
& GOOGLE+

24/7 SERVICE

www.770COOLAIR.com

770.COOL AIR  
(770.266.5247)

   or     to Schedule Your FREE 
In-Home Consultation

*$5,295 Complete 2.0 Ton 16 SEER split system A/C with 45,000 BTU 80% gas furnace, 
matching and digital thermostat. 10 year warranty on all parts, 2-year warranty on the 
heat exchanger and 10 year warranty compressor. Price included standard installation. 
Please call for additional details. 
**Includes parts and labor.  Can not be combined with tune-up or maintenance specials.
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The following is the 2017-2018 Board Slate as 

presented by the Nominating Committee

Treasurer- Mark Bachmann
Asst. Treasurer- Jan Saperstein
VP- Membership- Josh Tolchin

 
At Large Board Nominees:

Jeff Diamond
David Piha

Lynda Walker
Marcy Fortnow
Lara Dorfman

Jon Barry

The Sisterhood and Brotherhood and Teen Reps will be designated by 
those groups prior to the Annual Meeting.

Join us for our Annual Meeting
Sunday, May 21 

Registration and details to follow

 

Funeral and Cemetery Pre-planning 

It’s easy: Over the phone, online, in person 

It’s safe: Pre-payments are 100% escrowed in an 
account you own 

It’s responsible: Simplifies arrangements, removes 
burden from family, and fixes most funeral costs 

WE HONOR ANY PRE-PAID FUNERAL 
FROM ANY OTHER FUNERAL HOME 

770.451.4999  
www.JewishFuneralCare.com 

Atlanta Born ~ Atlanta Owned ~ Atlanta Managed 

Edward Dressler 

David Boring  ■  Michael Braswell 
Licensed Funeral Directors 
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Q: How does the new Walter and Frances Bunzl Family Foundation Clinical Services 
Wing enhance the service JF&CS provides to its counseling clients?

A: The biggest improvement is to security and confidentiality. It might seem simple, but 
it is so important. Clients can come in one door and exit through another. That makes it 
less likely they will run into someone they know walking in or in a waiting room. At the 
same time, new features in the offices cut down on noise, both in the hallway and office 
to office, thus increasing privacy.

The space reflects the kind of services our clients always received but now is more true 
to who we are as a counseling division. We want people to know they are cared for and 
respected in the space.

As Manager of Intake and Reception at JF&CS, Amy Maslia is the first point of contact for all 
general Information and referral calls that come through the main switchboard. That includes 
all calls for our Counseling Services group. No matter what someone is looking for, Amy has a 
wealth of knowledge and resources within the agency and throughout the community at large. 

For more information on 
Counseling Services, 
contact 770.677.9474  

or info@jfcsatl.org.

Ask a Professional
JF&CS Presents:

Temple Sinai is excited to wel-
come Cantor Patti Linsky on April 
20-21. Through a partnership 
with JF&CS HAMSA recovery 
group and the Richman Spiritual-
ity fund, Cantor Linsky will share 
two programs. On Thursday 
evening April 20th at 7:30 pm, 
Patti will perform her one wom-
an show entitled Altar EGO. It is 
a poignant, raw and sometimes 

funny musical accounting of her own struggle with alcohol 
and prescription drugs. Altar EGO traces Patti's physical, 
emotional, mental and spiritual transformation through 
her two-year journey with her signature wit, humor and 
zest for life. This one-woman powerhouse of a show is 
performed in song and monologue with a hint of improvi-
sation as she interacts with the audience. Her mission now 
is to share her remarkable story with others so that they 
may begin to walk a path to their own authenticity, devoid 
of shame and humiliation. If you know someone in recov-
ery, who struggles with mental illness or depression, this 

show will be both touching and affirming as well as 
entertaining. On Friday evening, April 21st, Cantor Lin-
sky will be a musical guest on our bima and will speak 
about the Spirituality of Recovery as well. For more 
information on Patti, you can visit her website www.
pattilinsky.com. Marta Kauffman, Co-Creator/Execu-
tive Producer of “Friends” has this to say about Patti:

"I have known Patti Linsky for many years and besides 
being an extraordinary human being, full of light and 
love, she is also a superb talent. She sings from her 
kishkes, with a voice that feels like a big hug. She’s an 
amazing performer, funny, compelling, and completely 
entertaining. And her willingness to give us the raw 
and real Patti is nothing less than courageous.”

Emotional Transformation and Support Through Music
Thursday & Friday, April 20-21
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The listings below are the Sinai Family Updates shared with us. Get “real-time” updates on our Sinai Family every 

Thursday evening in the weekly “From Shabbat to Shabbat” e-blast.

Condolences to…

Mazel Tov to…

Fe
br

ua
ry

 F
am

ily
 U

pd
at

es Welcome New Members

Sheryl Arno and Arthur Levin on the death of their mother, Rosellen Levin. Condolences also to sister Dolores Venzer and neph-
ew Si Sater.
 
Francee Craig, Gary Gilbert, and Beth Tatelman on the death of their mother, Henrietta Gilbert. Condolences also to extended 
family members Randee & Bill Lieppe.
 
Mimi Gould on the death of her husband, Alan Gould.
 
Lynn Hare on the death of her mother, Minnie Kaliser.
 
Gilbert Lyons on the death of his mother, Arlene Lyons.
 
Bradley Marcus on the death of his great aunt, Elaine Marcus.
 
Maury Margol on the death of his father, Howard Margol.
 
Lori Simon on the death of her mother, Sylvia Alpert.
 
Stephen Walden on the death of his sister, Beth Greenblatt.
 
Cathy Zeewy on the death of her mother, Gayle Preiser.

Jessica Paulen Goldich for being nominated by the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society as one of the Women of the Year candi-
dates. To learn more, visit http://www.mwoy.org/pages/ga/atlanta17/jpaulen

Barbara & Stephen Hart on the marriage of their son, Lee Hart, to Arielle Fine.

Arthur Levin
Lee & Gary Siegel; Nolan & Hunter



15

tem
plesinaiatlanta.org  |  404 . 252 . 3073 

Learning Center News : Mary Baron
Passover is upon us and there are a great number of 
children’s books available in the Rabbi Philip N. Kranz 
Learning Center to share with the young readers in your 
life.  If you are looking for something to explain the 
traditions of the holiday, read in your child’s classroom, 
or to keep kids entertained at your Seder, this year 
come check out the great selection.

Sarah’s Passover.   As young Sarah helps her family 
members prepare for the Passover Seder she learns 
about her Jewish heritage and the story of the 
Exodus.  In addition to the relatable story, the book has 
informative sidebars to explain the origin of many of 
the traditions of the holiday in more detail.

Afikomen Mambo  This rhyming story about searching 
for the Afikomen is by Rabbi Joe Black who you may 
remember from  his appearance as Artist in Residence 
at Temple Sinai a couple of years ago.  The book 
includes a fun CD with the Afikomen Mambo song that 
will have your children up and dancing.

The Elijah Door  The Galinskys and the Lippas live 
side by side in their small village and have shared 
the Passover Seder together for years.  But a dispute 
between the families, involving “two fat geese and six 
laying hens”, causes them to shut their doors to each 
other which threatens the holiday dinner as well as the 
planned marriage of their children Rachel and David.  
With help from their rabbi, Rachel and David develop a 
plan to bring the families back together in a triumph of 
love and friendship over stubbornness.

Philip N. Kranz Learning Center

Happy Birthday to the following children who have 
become Birthday Book Program honorees: 

Isaac Stifel
Adi Schilling
Harris Unell

Thank you to the following members for renewing 
their membership to the Library Guild: 

 Doni & Joel Adler
Renee & Howard Karchmer

Betsey Goldsmith
Lillie Janko

Berylann Strada

For more information about the Birthday Book Club 
or the Library Guild Program, call the Learning Center 

at 404-252-3073 ext. 320

Simply Gorgeous, Modern Invitations.
Like nothing you've seen before!

Printed in Atlanta and Customized Just for You!
Free Return Addressing · Free Samples

404.745.9590 www.eventprints.com

Brooke PLEASE JOIN US ON A SPECIAL DAY
WHEN OUR DAUGHTER

Brooke Elise
IS CALLED TO THE TORAH AS A

 Bat Mitzvah
SATURDAY, MAY 12, 2018 AT 10:30 IN THE MORNING

FIFTH AVENUE SYNAGOGUE
NEW YORK, NEW YORK

KIDDUSH LUNCHEON TO FOLLOW SERVICE

Elizabeth and Jacob Goldberg

Passover: Celebrating Now, Remembering Then  
Through beautiful illustrations reminiscent of Chagall 
paintings, this book reminds readers that every Seder 
exists in two realms of time simultaneously, the time 
of “Now” when participants retell the Exodus story 
and “Then” when the events actually took place.  Each 
folding page goes back and forth from contemporary 
ritual to the event that inspired it.

The Passover Zoo Seder   This book gives a cute and 
informative introduction to the Passover Seder in a 
wholly unique way:  it takes it to the zoo where the 
animals are in an uproar because their Haggadahs are 
all worn out and cannot be read.  Luckily, the elephant 
remember the rituals, gives each animal a role and they 
buzz, chirp and roar through the Seder.  The catchy 
tongue twisting rhymes make this book ideal for reading 
aloud.
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Arlene & Bruce Turry Programming
Endowment
in honor of
Arlene and Bruce Turry's Anniversary

Beth Schafer Discretionary Fund
to thank
Cantor Beth Schafer

Candy & Stephen Berman Leadership 
Development
in memory of
Alan Gould

Chesed fund
in memory of
Eva Singer

Congregant Relief Special Fund
in memory of
Sylvia Alpert

Cultural Arts Special Fund
in honor of
Jason Evans' Birthday

in memory of
Howard Goldstein
Minnie Silver Kaliser

Deitch Family Library Resource 
Endowment
in memory of
Isadore Deitch

Early Childhood Fund
in memory of
Sylvia Alpert

Ellyse & Warren Zindler Preschool 
Technology Fund
in memory of
Earnest and Nancy Elgart
Eva Joyce Singer
Gary Joel Levenson
Michael Toney
Shirley Miller

praying for Refuah Sh'laymah for
Sandy Coffsky

General Endowment
in memory of
William Cammy

George Robbins Enrichment Endow-
ment
in memory of
Hugh Marx

Gerzon Parzen Holocaust Endowment
in memory of
Charlotte Eichner

Goldie V. Morris Music Enrichment 
Endowment
in memory of
Bernice Bloom
Paul L. Velinsky
Esther Raider

Hineini - Accessibility and Inclusivity 
Fund
in memory of
Alan Gould
Isadore Crane
Rosellen Levin
Samuel Finn Dana

Jan & Warren Epstein Cultural Arts 
Endowment
in memory of
Alan Gould
Dotty Epstein

Kesher Special Fund
in memory of
Danny Glazer
Harriet Engel
Jacob Kingloff
Sarah Kessler
Steve Doochin

praying for Refuah Sh'laymah for
Herman Schwarz

Kranz Institute for Jewish Learning
Endowment
in memory of
Morris Freedman

Loventhal Scholarship Endowment
in honor of
Bill Loventhal's Special Birthday

Merrill & Sheila Wynne Judaic Schol-
arship Fund
in memory of
Gerald Wynne
Martin White

Michael Alembik Memorial Endow-
ment
in memory of
Michael Alembik

Operating Enhancement Special Fund
in honor of
Alec Wasserman’s Bar Mitzvah
Jason Evans' 50th Birthday
The Wedding of Diane Dietz and Dick 
  Babush

in memory of
Al Goodman
Alan Gould
Ben Pinsky
Clara Rooder
Dennis Gelb
Henry Bornfeund
Stan Bornfreund
Howard Margol
I. Edward Block
Julian Lewis
Cecelia Brener
Minnie Silver Kaliser
Miriam Rubinow
Oscar Rosen
Ronald Ruche
Rose Epstein

praying for Refuah Sh'laymah for
Lew Kurtzman
Rabbi Kranz

Philanthropic/Social Action Special 
Fund
in memory of
Arlene Lyons
Eve Singer

PNK Learning Center Special Fund
in honor of
Adelle Salmenson's retirement and 
  her many contributions to Temple 
  Sinai

in memory of
Beth Greenblatt
Elizabeth Moffit
Frances Reznick
George Jones
Jeanette Alpert

praying for Refuah Sh'laymah for
Rabbi Phil Kranz

Prayer Book Special Fund
in memory of
Thelma Solomon
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Pre-School Fund
in memory of
Sylvia Alpert

Rabbi Kranz 36th Anniversary Fund
in memory of
Morris Reitzes 

Rabbi Levenberg Discretionary Fund
in honor of
Hayley Lieberman's Bat Mitzvah
Brady Harrison Berman

in memory of
Arlene Lyons
Esther Smith
Raymond Smith

Stanley & Shirley Cohen Bldg & 
Grounds Endowment
in honor of
Shirley L. Cohen's Birthday

in memory of
Dr. Todd Ostrow
Zachary Raider Cohen

Youth/Teen Program & Scholarship 
Fund
in memory of
Ira Altfeder
Samuel Finn Dana 

Rose and Marvin Sugarman Library 
Endowment Fund
in memory of
Minnie Silver Kaliser

Rabbi Segal Discretionary Fund
in honor of
Rabbi Segal receiving the Sandy    
  Springs Humanitarian Award

in loving memory of
Minnie Silver Kaliser

in memory of
Al Kwatnez
Bertha Schaffer
Bobette Newman
Jeanette Pollock
Charles Haffner
Gladys Miller Stein
Harry Rehm
Janet Sinder
Jerry Blonder
Lee Neuhaus
Minnie Silver Kaliser
Owen Halpern
Saul Arthur Wahl
Zoe Rosen Gelder
Alice Siminsky

Rabbi Shabman Discretionary Fund
in memory of
Larry Brill

Stanley & Shirley Cohen Bldg & 
Grounds Endowment
in honor of
Shirley L. Cohen's Birthday

in memory of
Dr. Todd Ostrow
Zachary Raider Cohen

Youth/Teen Program & Scholarship 
Fund
in memory of
Ira Altfeder
Samuel Finn Dana 

Rose and Marvin Sugarman Library 
Endowment Fund
in memory of
Minnie Silver Kaliser

Samuel Gordon Adult Education 
Fund
in memory of
Charles Reiner

Second Helpings Special Fund
in memory of
Alan Slyn
Dr. Emil Sanders
Dr. Steven Sanders
Harriet Engel
Ron Lorber
Rosalind Rappaport
Solomon Zitter
Sybil Golde

Contributions  | February  2017
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Temple Sinai Atlanta needs USO Volunteers
Sunday April 16
We will have two shifts from 10 am -1 pm and 1 pm - 4 pm, 
needing about six people in each shift. Sinai members (over 
18 years of age) interested in assisting should contact allan-
hytowitz@gmail.com 

Family Promise
April 30 - May 6
Volunteers are the heart of what makes Family Promise at 
Temple Sinai successful.  Temple Sinai is one of many inter-
faith organizations that supports Family Promise of North 
Fulton/DeKalb and provides temporary room and board for 
families in transition.  Throughout the year, Temple Sinai  
members host up to four families that are in need of tem-
porary housing and hospitality.  The short time our guests 
spend in the program allows them to regain housing, inde-
pendence and dignity in a time of need.
 
One of the many ways our volunteers help is as Overnight 
Hosts.  They visit with our guests in the evening and then 
it’s off to bed in their room – an easy and fun contribution 
of their time and hospitality.    Tracy Seligman comments on 
her past experience as an Overnight Host with her daughter, 
Sarah-Anne – “My 12 year old daughter and I spent the night 
with Family Promise.  While the experience was incredibly 
humbling, it was also rewarding getting to know the families 
and making their experience as comfortable and enjoyable 
as possible.  We were all grateful to make connections with 
each other and my daughter especially enjoyed playing with 
the younger children and playing video games with the teen-
agers.  It was amazing that giving such a short amount of our 
time made such an impact on  me and my daughter.  We will 
most definitely volunteer as overnight hosts again and plan 
on making it a regular mother/daughter event.”  Abi Streger, 
a 4th grader who often stays overnight with her mom says 
“Not only is it fun to meet new people but it makes you feel 
good to know that you’re doing a mitzvah.  I always have 
fun playing with the kids in the Teen Room or outside on the 
playground.”
 
So pack your toothbrush and pajamas then bring your family 
or a friend to make the night more fun!  We welcome B’nai 
Mitzvot with a parent, families (wonderful lesson of
 tzedaka), friends, spouses and individ-
uals.  Look for the Sign Up Genius link 
in the Temple Sinai weekly Shabbat to 
Shabbat.  For details or questions 
email our co-chairs at
familypromise@templesinaiatlanta.org

“I Just Really Love Doing This!”
“It seems like a small thing to be 
a driver, but to know that you’re 
rescuing surplus food that would 
have gone into the landfill is great.” 

That’s how Second Helpings Atlanta (SHA) Volun-
teer driver Anna Gillon describes her experience.

Several times a month, Anna pulls up to the load-
ing dock at Sprouts in Smyrna and fills her SUV 
with hundreds of pounds of donated food. She 
delivers it to the Gateway Center in downtown 
Atlanta, a SHA Partner Agency. “Recently my car 
was filled with boxes of spinach, prepared meals, 
bread, produce, cheese and smoothies—it’s just 
unbelievable!”

As a member of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, which 
has historically been involved in hunger issues, 
Anna has long been concerned about those 
in need. When a friend, volunteer driver Amy 
Durrell, told Anna about SHA she knew it was the 
perfect volunteer job. “I hate sitting in meetings 
and this is a tangible thing I can do,” she explains. 
Anna, a fit 57, loves the physical aspect of being a 
driver. She also appreciates helping those in need 
without having to ask for money. “I just really love 
doing this,” she adds.

With its army of volunteer drivers, SHA serves 
as the link between a network of over 60 Food 
Donors and more than 30 Partner Agencies. SHA 
is currently looking for Volunteers with experi-
ence in grant writing, marketing/PR, technology, 
event planning and administration to support our 
expanding operation. 

Learn more or sign up to volunteer or donate at 
secondhelpingsatlanta.org.  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
9 am - Torah Study 
10 am - Shabbat 
Service
10:30 am - 
Bat Mitzvah 
Ceremony

2
No Religious School

3 4 
10 am - In Search of 
Three Jews - With 
Bob Bahr, Temple 
Sinai Game Room
4:45 pm - Hebrew 
School

5
1 pm - Temple Sinai 
Game Room

6
6:30 pm - Rosh 
Chodesh
7:15 pm - Mussar 
Class

7
5:45pm - Kabbalat 
Panim, Shabbat 
Meditation
6:30pm - Shabbat 
Service 

8
9 am - Torah Study 
10 am - Shabbat 
Service
10:30 am - 
Bat Mitzvah 
Ceremony

9
10 am - Family 
Afikomen Search 
(away)

No Religious School

10 
Office Closes at 
Noon

11
Office Closed
10 am - Passover 
Service
11:15 pm - Passover 
Brunch n Learn
5:30 pm - Second 
Night Seder 

12
1 pm - Temple Sinai 
Game Room

13 14
5:45 pm Kabbalat 
Panim, Shabbat 
Meditation
6:30 pm - Shabbat 
Service, Family 
Shabbat

15
9 am - Torah Study

10 am - Shabbat 
Service

16
10 am -Temple Sinai 
USO (away)

No Religious School

17
Office Closed
Preschool Closed
10 am -Passover 
Yizkor Service 

18
10 am - In Search of 
Three Jews - With 
Bob Bahr, Temple 
Sinai Game Room
1 pm - ROMEO club 
(away)
4:45 pm -Hebrew 
School

19
10 am - Temple Sinai 
Game Room
6 pm- Brotherhood 
at Top Golf (away)

6:30 pm Teen 
Lounge

20
7 pm - Patti Linsky 
Show 

21
5:15 pm -Tot 
Shabbat Dinner 
Club & Service 
(away)
5:45pm - Kabbalat 
Panim, Shabbat 
Meditation
6:30pm - Shabbat 
Service 

22
9 am - Torah Study
10 am - Shabbat 
Service
10:30 am - 
Bat Mitzvah 
Ceremony
5:30 pm - Bar 
Mitzvah 
Ceremony

23
9 am -  Blood Drive
9:30 am -Religious 
School

10 am - Sunday Morn-
ing Learning 
11 am -Adult Hebrew
12:15 pm - Social Ac-
tion Sunday
 
6:30 pm - Baccalau-
reate

24 25
10 am - In Search of 
Three Jews - with 
Bob Bahr, Temple 
Sinai Game Room
4:45 pm -Hebrew 
School

26
10 am - Temple Sinai 
Game Room

27 28
5:45pm - Kabbalat 
Panim, Shabbat 
Meditation
6:30pm - Shabbat 
Service
8:00 pm- Hebrew 
Learner's Shabbat 
Service

29
9 am - Torah Study
10 am - Shabbat 
Service
10:30 am - 
Bar Mitzvah 
Ceremony
11 am - Daddy 
and Me
7 pm - Annual 
Temple Sinai 
Fundraiser

30
9:30 am -Religious 
School

10 am - Sunday Morn-
ing Learning 
12:15 pm - Reading 
Program Pizza Party
12:30 pm- Jewish 
Values Workshop
6:30 pm - Adult Edu-
cation Film Series

April 201 7  | Kislev 5777/ Tevet 5777

*Events with the same start time are separated by a comma

TSPS Spring Break

Family Promise Host Week April 30 - May 7 
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Temple Sinai April Worship Schedule
Saturday, April 1
10:00 am             Shabbat Service 
10:30 pm             Bat Mitzvah ceremony of Anna
                              Rosenbloum

Friday, April 7
6:30 pm              Shabbat Service 
Saturday, April 8
10:00 am             Shabbat Service 
10:30 am             Bat Mitzvah ceremony of Courtney 
                              Kahn 
Friday, April 14
6:30 pm              Family Shabbat Service 
6:30 pm               Shabbat Service 
Saturday, April 15
10:00 am             Shabbat Service 

Friday, April 21
6:00 pm               Tot Shabbat in the park 
6:30 pm               Shabbat Service 
Saturday, April 22
10:00 am             Shabbat Service 
10:30 am             Bat Mitzvah ceremony of Taylor Goldman 
5:30 pm               Bar Mitzvah ceremony of Alec Jaffe 
Friday, April 28
6:30 pm               Shabbat Service 
8:00 pm               Hebrew Learner's Shabbat Service 
Saturday, April 29
10:00 am             Shabbat Service 
10:30 am             Bat Mitzvah ceremony of Martin Dittus 

Can’t make it to synagogue? 
Look for the  icon indicating that 

the service will be streamed live.  
Visit www.templesinaiatlanta.org to watch!

Temple Sinai is going green! In order to reduce waste and costs, we 
are offering an option to receive the D’var Sinai each month via email. 
We will have plenty of printed copies at Temple Sinai if you would like 
to take home a publication. Please note that this is only an option; if 
you do not sign up to receive our online version, you will still receive 
the printed copy in the mail. Let us know if you would like to receive 
this copy electronically. 
Visit http://tinyurl.com/dvarsinai


