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TEMPLE SINAI 

OUTDOOR CHAPEL/PLAYGROUND PROJECT 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

General Questions 
 

1. What are the key project milestones and dates? 

As of November 10, key milestones are as follows: 

 January 5:  Commencement of construction for outdoor chapel 

 April 5:  Submission of Sandy Springs Certificate of Occupancy application 

 May 5:  Complete chapel construction 

 May 5 – 31:  Playground construction/implementation 

 June 1:  Complete playground construction 

 

2. What impact will the construction have any impact on lifecycle events; e.g., can the 

construction site be viewable from the sanctuary and the Freeman Family chapel? 

The construction is not expected to have any impact on lifecycle events.  There will be no 

construction underway when lifecycle events are being held in the Sanctuary or Freeman Family 

Chapel, either on Saturdays or weekdays.  We will do our best to minimize any significant impact 

during B’nei Mitzvah rehearsals.  We are also exploring other options to minimize any view of 

the construction site and associated equipment. 

 

3. What are the plans for landscaping? 

Additional trees will be planted surrounding the outdoor chapel.  Existing courtyard beds will be 

updated and replanted.  Additionally, the storage shed (described below), to be used for storing 

chairs and other portable features, will be surrounded with landscaping to shield it from view.  

Also, our existing irrigation system will be extended to ensure coverage for all new plantings. 

 

4. Will there be insect control measures? 

Yes, current measures will be continued and extended if necessary to ensure coverage for the 

outdoor chapel and playground. 

 

5. Will bathrooms be easily accessible from the playground and the chapel? 

Yes, indoor bathrooms for preschool students, congregants, staff, and guests will be easily 

accessible from the playground and chapel.  During construction, all contractors will be using 

outdoor portable facilities. 

 

6. How is Temple Sinai able to afford these costly projects? 

All of the funds associated with designing and installing the playground were raised as part of the 

50
th
 Anniversary Capital & Endowment Campaign.  The project was deferred when the plan to 

develop an outdoor chapel on contiguous space was proposed.  A single donor is assuming all of 

the costs associated with designing and building the outdoor chapel, including contingency costs, 

financing costs, and an endowment fund for ongoing maintenance. 
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Outdoor Chapel Questions 
 

1. What are some ways the outdoor chapel will be utilized? 

The chapel’s design is intentionally versatile to ensure the space can meet the needs of numerous 

congregational events, including worship services, onegs, lifecycle events, receptions, meetings, 

social and holiday programs, adult and youth education, and other experiences still to be 

envisioned. 

 

2. What is the anticipated seating capacity of the chapel? 

The chapel is being designed to seat up to 240 people.  Seating will consist of comfortable padded 

chairs, to be stored in a customized storage facility adjacent to the outdoor chapel when not in 

use.  Due to the versatility of the space, chairs can be set up according to preference.  We 

anticipate the space being large enough for all of our Noar and teen programs to be held without 

chairs. 

 

3. Will the chapel be ADA-compliant? 

Yes 

 

4. Where will the chairs be stored? 

A customized storage facility will be constructed adjacent to the outdoor chapel. 

 

5. Will the seating area be shaded/provide UV protection? 

Yes, there will be five 10’ X 14’ cantilevered shades on wheels (i.e., easily moveable) to shield 

the seating area from the sun.  There will be one 10’ square cantilevered shade to protect the 

bimah.  The shade protecting the bimah will fit under the arches. 

 

6. Will the chapel face east for prayer? 

Yes 

 

7. Will a sound system be installed?  

Yes, the system will be selected and installed after consultation with the clergy team. 

 

8. Will the chapel be set up for live-streaming? 

Yes, technology will be in place to accommodate live-streaming. 

 

9. Will the chapel be well lit for evening/night events? 

Yes.  The emphasis will be on lighting the bimah, the seating area/reception area, and the access 

to the chapel.  The lighting will not have a significant impact beyond Temple Sinai’s property. 

 

10. Will there be enhanced security features in place? 

Existing security cameras will be focused on the outdoor chapel space.  The entrance door to the 

building will have an access control pad installed.  Security guards will patrol the outdoor chapel 

area whenever an event is scheduled. 

 

11. What is the height of the railing around the periphery of the chapel?  

The railing around the periphery of the chapel is 42” high, consistent with building code.  The 

railing pickets will be vertical to prevent climbing. 
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12. What will happen to the benches that are currently on the courtyard? 

The benches will be replaced as part of the new chapel design. We plan to honor the donors who 

provided the funds for the current benches in the same way as when we replaced the benches in 

the Lehrman Garden. The information on each of the plaques will be transcribed onto a single, 

larger plaque, which will be installed near the entrance to the new outdoor chapel. Exact location 

will determined once we’ve designed the plaque. 

 

13. When can I hold my lifecycle event in the Outdoor Chapel? 
We anticipate the Outdoor Chapel will be ready for hosting lifecyle events and other celebratory 

gatherings in the Fall of 2021. Should we have the ability to do so sooner, we will update the 

Temple Sinai website with details. 

  

14. How much will it cost to rent the space and how will it be determined who can use it (and 

when)? 
These questions (and more!) will be addressed by a task force, who will start meeting in early 

2021 to identify policies and procedures designed to govern the use and availability of the space. 

 

 

Playground Questions 
 

15. What playground space will be accessible during construction? 

There will be a safe, designated play area throughout the chapel construction timeframe.  Interim 

playground features will be appropriately sized for all preschool ages and will meet licensing 

requirements.  The play area will be surrounded by a fence to ensure the safety of our students. 

 

16. When will the interim play space be ready? 

The interim play space will be ready on January 5, when construction on the outdoor chapel is 

scheduled to begin.  Construction is not expected to impact or diminish playground time for our 

students.  Additionally, plans are underway to designate a safe, interim play space for May 5 -21 

when the new playground is being installed and preschool is still in session. 

 

17. What safety measures will be put in place for the interim play space? 

We will install a 6-foot high construction fence separating the construction site from the 

playground.  As always, the safety and security of our children remain our highest priority and as 

always, children will be closely supervised. 

 

18. How will the chapel construction affect carpool and parking? 

We do not anticipate any impact on carpool.  The contractor has agreed that deliveries and 

construction traffic will not occur during carpool hours.  There will be no parking available in the 

back lot; however, there will be sufficient parking for Preschool and Noar staff in the front and 

side lots. 

 

19. Will children have any contact with construction workers? 

No, the children will have no personal interaction with the construction workers. 

 

20. Will construction crew be following COVID-19 safety guidelines? 

Preschool students and staff will remain appropriately distanced from the construction crew at all 

times.  As noted, student will have no interaction with workers.  Contractors are being asked to 

share their specific COVID-19 safety guidelines. 

 

21. Will toddlers and infants have a designated, age-appropriate area of the playground? 
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Yes, there is a specific area designed for safety, accessibility, and enjoyment of our youngest 

preschool children aged two and under. 

 

22. What are some of the key features/highlights of the playground? 

The new playground has been designed as an outdoor learning center for all ages.  It is child-

centered and nature-inspired to encourage creative play, community building, personal growth, 

and outdoor Jewish learning.  Elements will include treehouses, slides, swings, climbing mounds, 

a sand and water feature, bike track and carwash, playhouses, small amphitheater with a stage, an 

infant/toddler area, and plenty of space to run and play. 

 

23. When will the new playground be completed? 

Planned completion date is June 1. 

 

 

 


