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Leviticus 23:39-43 
Also on the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you have gathered in the fruit of 
the land, you shall a keep a feast to Adonai seven days: on the first day shall be a sacred 
time, and on the eights day shall be a sacred time. And you shall take for yourselves on 
the first day the fruit of the hadar tree, branches of palm trees, and the boughs of thick 
leaved trees, and willows of the brook; and you shall rejoice before Adonai your God 
seven days. And you shall keep it a feast for Adonai seven days in the year. It shall be a 
statute forever in your generations: you shall celebrate it in the seventh month. You 
shall dwell in booths seven days; all the citizens in Israel shall dwell in booths: that your 
generations may know that I made the children of Israel to dwell in booths, when I 
brought them out of the land of Egypt; I am Adonai your God.  
 

 Based upon these verses, can you determine anything about 
what a Sukkah should look like? It’s exterior? Interior? Placement? 

 What experience is one supposed to have in the Sukkah? 
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Mishnah Sukkah 1:1 
A sukkah which is more than twenty cubits high (32 feet) is not valid. Rabbi Judah 
validates it. One which is not ten handbreadths high (16 feet), or which does not have 
three walls, or which has more sun than shade, is not valid. An old sukkah: Beit 
Shammai invalidates and Beit Hillel validates it. What is an old sukkah? Any one which 
they made thirty days before the festival; but if they made it for the purpose of the 
festival, even at the beginning of the year, it is valid. 
 
B. Talmud, Tractate Sukkah 6b:10 
…the sukkah requires three walls; two of the three are walls in the standard sense, and 
the law transmitted to Moses from Sinai comes and reduces the dimension of the third 
and establishes it as one handbreadth.  
 

 What are the basic requirements of the walls here? 

 How might the experience of being a guest in this sukkah differ 
if the walls were too low, or too high, too enclosed or too open? 

 How might the experience of being a guest differ if it was more 
sunny than shady inside the sukkah? 

 What lessons might the debate that the sukkah not be “old” 
teach us about how we construct our spaces and about our own self-
care as hosts? 

 

        
 

The images are found in the Sukkot Exhibit from Naot Kedumim (https://www.neot-
kedumim.org.il/index-jewish-holidays/sukkot-exhibit/).  
 
B. Talmud, Tractate Sukkah 28b:9 

https://www.neot-kedumim.org.il/index-jewish-holidays/sukkot-exhibit/
https://www.neot-kedumim.org.il/index-jewish-holidays/sukkot-exhibit/
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The Sages taught: All seven days of Sukkot, a person renders their sukkah their 
permanent residence and their house is their temporary residence. How so? If they have 
beautiful vessels, they take them up to the sukkah. If they have beautiful bedding, they 
take it to the sukkah. They eat and drink and relax in the sukkah. The Gemara asks: 
From where are these matters derived? It is as the Sages taught: “In sukkot you shall 
reside” (Leviticus 23:42), and they interpreted: reside as you dwell in your permanent 
home. 
 

 According to this text, what are the qualities or features that 
make a space feel like a permanent home vs. a temporary/liminal 
space? 

 What would you add to this list? 

 Look at the 3 pictures below. What do you notice about the 
Sukkah structure and design, and on what basis would the rabbis 
declare it valid or invalid? 
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The above images are from Gabrielle Berling’s “Framing Sukkot: Tradition and 
Transformation in Jewish Vernacular Architecture” (2017), Indiana University Press. 
 
 

In the end, the Sukkah is about three things: Space, People and Time. 


