NOAR
SUNDAY

Curriculum
Overview

Noar Sunday’s brand new curriculum is based on hands on learning and
authentic Jewish content, and centered around community building and
personal choice. The curriculum is on a two-year cycle to match the
two-grade eydah (unit) structure with each eydah building on one another.
Each eydah has two sets of curriculum that complement each other, one they
do in their bayit (home base) and one in chugim (electives).
Shoreshim-Kindergarten and 1st Grade
Theme: Tree of Life-Etz Chaim
Bayit Year A (2018-19): Torah
• Students will get to know Adam and Eve, Abraham and Sarah, Moses and Miriam, and more along
their journey through the Torah.
• Acting, art, stories, STEM, and numerous other techniques will bring the learning to life and reach
students with all types of learning styles.
Bayit Year B (2019-20): Shabbat and Love Your Neighbor-V’Ahavta L’reiacha Kamocha
• Uses the value of “Love Your Neighbor” as the frame to explore of people and places around the
synagogue, holidays, Israel, and more.
• All about Shabbat, why do we have a day of rest? What makes Shabbat special from all other days of
the week?
Chugim Topics:
• What does it mean to be part of a Holy Community-a Kehillah Kedoshah?
• Protecting the Earth-Shomrei Adamah
• Kindness-Chesed
Chaverim-2nd and 3rd Grade
Theme: Be Strong, Let Us Strengthen One Another-Chazak, Chazak, V’Nitchazeik
Bayit Year A (2018-19): The World Stands on Three Things-Al Shlosha D’varim
• Torah-an age-appropriate dive into Torah and other Jewish texts
• Avodah-prayer or service (focus of this unit will be on God and Spirituality)
• Gemilut Hasadim-Acts of Loving Kindness , How to be a Mensch
Bayit Year B (2019-20): Jewish Holidays
• Children will experience the holidays with all their senses, through cooking, art, music, small group
challenges, maybe even some shofar blowing!
Chugim Topics:
• Mussar (Jewish character development) and Friendship
• Jewish Heroes and Sheroes

Orim-4th and 5th Grade
Theme: All of Israel is Responsible for One Another-Kol Yisrael Arevim Zeh baZeh
Bayit Year A (2018-19): God and Spirituality, Lifecycle
• What is my relationship with God? When do I feel spiritual? The approach our curriculum takes
begins with personal reflection of these questions and others, then layers on top of it different
Jewish ideas about God. Through this process, children’s ideas can evolve and deepen.
• Experience the Jewish lifecycle including birth and baby naming through growing up and leaving
home to marriage, conversion, and more.
Bayit Year B (2019-20): Israel
• Take a deep dive into the history and formation of the State of Israel.
• Explore the people and culture of the Jewish homeland.
• Build a personal relationship and connection with the State of Israel.
Chugim Topics
• Shabbat Shalom-Peace and Wholeness of Shabbat
• Everyone Was Created in the Image of God-B’tzellem Elohim
• Passover
Zehut-6th Grade
Theme: Jewish Peoplehood - Am Yisrael Chai
The 6th grade program is designed as a bridge to help pre-teens transition from the youth realm to the teen
community and the more mature identity-building that comes with it (hence the eydah name Zehut, which
means identity).
The 6th grade curriculum asks these central questions:
• Who am I?
• What is Am Yisrael (the Jewish People) and how do I fit into it?
The curriculum address these questions from many angles, such as:
• Comparative Judaism-what does it mean to be a Reform Jew, Conservative Jew, Orthodox Jew, etc.
• Modern Jewish history and its effect on the Jewish People (immigration at Ellis Island, the Holocaust,
the more recent influx of Jews from the Former Soviet Union and Persian Jews, etc.),
• The constant evolution of Reform Judaism (the role of women, especially women as clergy, changing
worship styles, and more).
• Jewish diversity-how do Jews of Color, interfaith families, and other groups add richness and
strength to the Jewish People?
• Which Jewish texts might speak to me? We will explore Pirke Avot, a book of wisdom and ethical
teachings that is especially age-appropriate for teens.
Another highlight of the 6th grade experience is a brand new “In Town Retreat” that will kick off the year with
community building and memory-making at an overnight experience.
(Note: 6th grade is a one-year curriculum since this eydah is only one grade)
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