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Welcome to the Limud Line-Up for our third and final trimester of 5783! Limud means “Learning” and expresses our Jewish 
commitment to always keep wisdom and knowledge top-of-mind. 

•Your clergy and faculty are very excited to continue deep learning, and have conversations of meaning and insight. As this year 
marks Israel’s 75th birthday, we will continue to elevate the Jewish State and learn about her incredible story. Among the many 
other offerings this trimester, make sure to register for our pinnacle event, Israel 75 LIVE on March 10th and 11th. 

•In addition to this, we also have a full line-up of unique learning opportunities and exciting endowment events. No matter where 
you are on your Jewish journey of learning, we have something to pique your interest. And, if not, just contact Rabbi Natan (ntrief@
templesinaiatlanta.org) and we can try to make it happen!

Note: Many offerings will be in-person only, some will be zoom only, while others will offer both options. Please check the website 
for the most up-to-date information, including the proper zoom web address. 

            Trimester 1
(September-November)

         Trimester 2 
(December-February)

     Trimester 3 
    (March-June)

Ideas that Matter: Wisdom to Enrich our Lives

https://www.templesinaiatlanta.org/israel-75-live
mailto:ntrief%40templesinaiatlanta.org?subject=
mailto:ntrief%40templesinaiatlanta.org?subject=
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Israel at 75
Israel 75 Live

Join us for Israel 75 Live, a weekend of celebration in honor of Israel’s 75th birthday and the miracle 
of Jewish independence in our lifetimes. American-Israeli comedians Joel Chasnoff and Benji Lovitt 
will entertain and engage us with a weekend of comedy, cooking, and conversation about all things 
Israel based on their new book, Israel 201.

Friday, March 10
6:30 PM Shabbat Services
Special Guests Joel Chasnoff and Benji Lovitt

7:30 PM Shabbat Dinner and Discussion
If you Will It, Then What?, a game-based conversation about what happens when Jews get a country of their own, and what a Jewish 
state should and shouldn’t look like. Chairs: Meredith & Alan Kitey
Cost is $18 for adults, $12 for kids under 12. RSVP here. 

Saturday, March 11
9:00 AM IDF Purity of Arms Torah Study
Is it possible for wars to be fought ethically? In this session, we’ll examine Tohar Haneshek by drawing on ancient Jewish texts.

4:00 PM A Family Cooking Experience-Israeli Style
We will make authentic Israeli food, and learn about the immigrant groups who brought these tantalizing recipes to Israel over the past 
seventy-five years. Chairs: Alisha Tishler and Meredith Bentzur. Cost is $18 per family and $10 for individuals. RSVP here. 

6:30 PM Young Adults Comedy Show Pregame
Cocktail hour for young adults prior to the show. RSVP here. 

7:30 PM Comedy Show with Joel Chasnoff and Benji Lovitt
Living in the Land of Milk and Funny is a stand-up comedy about teen tours, Israeli tour guides, good-looking Israeli soldiers, and other 
joys and oys of the Holy Land. Chairs: Brotherhood and Women of Sinai. Free to attend. RSVP here. 

This weekend is generously sponsored in part by the Jan & Warren Epstein Cultural Art Fund, Women of Sinai, the Temple Sinai 
Brotherhood, and Sinai 20s and 30s 

https://www.templesinaiatlanta.org/event/israel-75-live-dinner--presentation.html
https://www.templesinaiatlanta.org/event/israel-75-live-event.html
https://www.templesinaiatlanta.org/form/israel-comedy-show.html
https://www.templesinaiatlanta.org/form/israel-comedy-show.html
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Rona Balser 
Book Club

Our long-running 
Rona Balser Book Club 
offers provocative 
and stimulating discussion around 
themes that affect all of us. As always, 
the conversation will be led by highly 
skilled and seasoned facilitator, Greg 
Changnon. Book selections--typically 
a notable work of fiction with a Jewish 
theme--are determined by participants 
during the previous club’s meeting. 
Reading the book prior to meeting is 
recommended, but definitely not a 
prerequisite!

We’ll be reading The 12th 
Commandment by Daniel Torday, a 
novel swirling with secrets and their 
consequences, exploring how revelation 
and redemption might be accessed 
through sin, and driven with twists and 
turns toward a startling conclusion

• Thursday, March 23 (7:00 PM - 8:00 PM, 
PNK Learning Center & Zoom)
• Tuesday, May 2 (7:00 PM - 8:00 PM, 
PNK Learning Center & Zoom). Book will 
be determined at March meeting

Books & Film
Banned Book Club

This new book club, generously 
endowed by the Rona and Bill 
Balser Book Series Endowment 
Fund, emphasizes the importance 
of every story. Led by seasoned 
facilitator, Greg Changnon, we will 
discuss various banned books from 
the perspective of the story it tries 
to convey. Though we will touch on 
the reasons and context of a specific 
book’s banning, the discussion 
will not be political or activist in 
nature. The club is simply designed 
to enjoy a good story and discuss 
relevant themes. Book selections are 
determined by participants during 
the previous club’s meeting and will 
usually not be Jewish-themed. As with 
all of our book clubs, reading the book 
prior to meeting is recommended, but 
definitely not a prerequisite!

• Tuesday, April 4 (7:00 PM -8:00 PM, 
PNK Learning Center). Book will be 
determined at February 20th session.

Lounging in the Library

Did you know that Temple 
Sinai houses the largest 
synagogue library in the 
Southeast? Did you know that 
it has an endless collection 
of books sure to satisfy the most discerning 
of learners: from philosophy to Israel studies, 
theology to biographies, fiction to nonfiction. 
Named after our beloved rabbi emeritus, Philip 
N. Kranz, the beautiful PNK Learning Center is 
one of the jewels of Temple Sinai. 

Join us IN-PERSON to schmooze and to hear 
Rabbi Kranz introduce us to some of his picks 
and we learn how the new and improved 
Learning Center can become a bigger part of 
our lives. In addition, in future events, we will 
introduce the books of the growing list of Temple 
Sinai authors. Join us over wine and cheese as 
we sip and schmooze over incredible books and 
profound ideas. 

• Wednesday, March 15 (1:00 PM -2:00 PM, PNK 
Learning Center): Book Discussion with Rabbi 
Kranz
• Wednesday, May 17 (1:00 PM -2:00 PM, PNK 
Learning Center): Book Discussion with Rabbi 
Kranz
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Sinai and NAVON Film Series 

Join us for viewing and discussing various films in the long-running Temple Sinai 
Film Series. Topics and facilitators will vary throughout the year. As part of the 
celebration around Israel’s 75th birthday, we will focus several of the films on 
Israeli culture and society. 

The Sinai Film Series will continue to showcase thought-provoking films in our customary Sunday 
evening slot with a guest speaker to introduce the film and relevant themes. Our first film of the 
trimester will be The United States of Elie Tahari, an inspiring film about the billion-dollar fashion 
empire that began with a poor Israeli immigrant to the U.S.

NAVON (Sinai’s initiative aimed at reaching those over 65 years of age) is sponsoring a full year 
film series entitled “The American Jewish Experience in Film.” The next film will be on March 9th, 
the highly provocative and entertaining film, Keeping the Faith. 

Film screenings will take place in the Philip Kranz Learning Center, and will be followed by a brief 
discussion focusing on the themes of the film. Drinks and popcorn will be served!

NAVON Film Series
•Thursday, March 9 (2:00 PM - 4:00 PM, PNK Learning Center): Keeping the Faith
•Thursday, May 4 (2:00 PM - 4:00 PM, PNK Learning Center): Crimes & Misdemeanors
•Sunday, June 4 (10:00 AM -12:30PM, PNK Learning Center): To Live and Become.
Light Brunch will be served

Sinai Film Series
• Sunday, March 26 (7:00 PM -9:00 PM, PNK Learning Center) United States of Elie Tahari. Sinai 
member, Reene Weinstein, will be introducing the film
 • Sunday, April 23 (7:00 PM -9:00 PM, PNK Learning Center) Breaking Bread.  Dale DeSena, 
Founder of Taste of Atlanta and Sinai member, will introduce this film along with a local 
Mediterranean Chef who will provide a free tasting before the movie

Books & Film

Torah Study

Prayer is how we 
speak to God. Torah 
Study is how God 
speaks to us. Torah 
study has accompanied and defined 
the Jewish people throughout the 
millennia. In fulfilling the commandment 
of Torah study, we wrestle with God’s 
word and, in so doing, we sanctify and 
perpetuate our relationship with the 
divine. Conversations often extend well 
beyond the text and touch upon ideas 
that help us all lead lives of meaning and 
substance. 

We invite you to join the clergy in 
fulfilling this sacred obligation and 
privilege. Join us rain or shine, in-person 
or virtual, at 9:00 AM, to glean wisdom 
from our foundational text over a bagel 
and coffee.

•Every Saturday morning (9:00 AM 
-10:00 AM, PNK Learning Center and 
Zoom)



8
IDEAS THAT MATTER: WISDOM TO ENRICH OUR LIVES

Unique Learning Experiences

Wednesday Night Limud 

Join Sinai’s clergy for enriching discussion around the 
most foundational texts and ideas in Judaism. We 
will continue to use the new curriculum of the Shalom 
Hartman Institute, a leading Jewish think tank located in 
both Jerusalem and North America. Foundations for a 
Thoughtful Judaism is a curricular project which offers a 
sophisticated yet accessible introduction to philosophical 
ideas in Jewish peoplehood, practice, faith, and ethics. Its 
content is based on Hartman teaching from the last four 
decades and will surely lead to provocative discussions. 

Please register online and we look forward to continuing 
the provocative discussions

•Thursday, March 9 (7:00 PM - 8:00 PM, Zoom) (note the 
day change to Thursday)
•Wednesday, April 12 (7:00 PM - 8:00 PM, Zoom)
•Wednesday, April 26 (7:00 PM - 8:00 PM, Zoom)
•Wednesday, May 10 (7:00 PM - 8:00 PM, Zoom)
•Wednesday, May 31 (7:00 PM - 8:00 PM, Zoom)

Hebrew in the House!

Join Rabbi Natan for Hebrew at your own pace, some 
unstructured time focusing on one of the building blocks of the 
Jewish People: the Hebrew language. This is NOT a class, rather it 
is open study time for self-motivated learners who have questions 
or simply want to review or gain greater insights into various 
Hebrew passages. 

Want to brush up your skills reading the Bible in its original 
language? Interested in gaining greater insights or better 
decoding skills with your favorite Hebrew prayer or blessing? 
Want to practice your modern Hebrew skills in conversation? Your 
choice! 

Just bring something that interests you or we can find it together 
in the library, and Rabbi Natan can guide and answer questions. 
No matter where you are on your Hebrew journey, you are sure to 
walk away with some new insights and skills. 

•Thursday, March 23 (1:00 PM -1:45 PM, PNK Learning Center)
•Wednesday, April 19 (1:00 PM -1:45 PM, PNK Learning Center)
•Wednesday, May 23 (1:00 PM -1:45 PM, PNK Learning Center)



9
IDEAS THAT MATTER: WISDOM TO ENRICH OUR LIVES

Melton: The Jewish State: Examining the Jewish Identities 
of Israelis  

This brand new 10-class course, released just a few months ago to coincide with 
Israel’s 75th birthday, explores the complex and evolving Jewish identities of 
Israelis today. Through a blend of primary texts, videos, and songs, this course 
provides critical context for Israel’s contemporary challenges. Moreover, it 
will provide insight into the rich variety of Jewish identities that coexist within 
the delicate fabric of Israeli society. Whether secular vs religious, mizrachi 
vs ashkenazi, Israeli vs diaspora, the tensions are great and the stakes have 
never been higher. Discover the real Israel and join us for what promises to be a 
fascinating and very timely course. 

Please register online to attend. There is a cost of $115 for this 10-part Melton series and is only open to Temple Sinai members or 
guests. 

•Tuesday March 14 (10:00 AM -11:30 AM, PNK Learning Center & Zoom) 
•Tuesday March 21 (10:00 AM -11:30 AM, PNK Learning Center & Zoom) 
•Tuesday March 28 (10:00 AM -11:30 AM, PNK Learning Center & Zoom) 
•Tuesday April 4 (10:00 AM-11:30 AM, PNK Learning Center & Zoom) 
•Tuesday April 11 (10:00 AM -11:30 AM, PNK Learning Center & Zoom) 
•Tuesday April 18 (10:00 AM -11:30 AM, PNK Learning Center & Zoom)
•Off the week of April 25 
•Tuesday May 2 (10:00 AM -11:30 AM, PNK Learning Center & Zoom) 
•Tuesday May 9 (10:00 AM -11:30 AM, PNK Learning Center & Zoom) 
•Tuesday May 16 (10:00 AM -11:30 AM, PNK Learning Center & Zoom)
•Tuesday May 23 (10:00 AM -11:30 AM, PNK Learning Center & Zoom) 

Unique Learning Experiences

https://www.templesinaiatlanta.org/lifelong-learning/adult-learning
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 Intro to Judaism 

Engage with Jewish values, celebrations and spirituality. Ask questions and 
discover multiple perspectives. Introduction to Judaism is an engaging multi-
session course for adults interested in exploring Jewish life through a Reform 
lens. Open to all, this course is designed for interfaith couples, spiritual seekers, 
individuals considering conversion, and Jews of all stripes who want a meaningful 
adult Jewish learning experience. 

Wherever you are on your journey with Judaism, this class is designed to be a safe and welcoming place for you to explore. Topics 
include holidays, life cycle celebrations, core beliefs, prayer, the Bible and other sacred texts, antisemitism and the Holocaust, 
Israel, the North American Jewish experience, and the diversity of the Jewish experience today. Join Rabbi Natan on a fascinating 
journey through Jewish space and time throughout the centuries. 

For those enrolling within the context of a relationship, we invite both partners to participate. While not a conversion class, and 
open to Jews and non-Jews alike, Temple Sinai and the ARA (Atlanta Rabbinic Association) have fully endorsed this class as a 
prerequisite for those planning or considering conversion. Please register here or contact Rabbi Natan to attend. 

In-Person and Virtual
• Tuesday evening sessions (7:30 PM -9:30 PM, PNK Learning Center & Zoom)
•Registration is rolling and you can start attending the 18-class series at any time
•No class on Tuesdays, March 7th and 14th
• Cost: $180 per person or $300 for a couple (Financial assistance available)

https://www.templesinaiatlanta.org/event/introduction-to-judaism1.html
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Special Events 

Interfaith Shared Narratives: Exploring Wisdom Books in the Bible

After the success of the Fall series, we have planned a new 4-part education series with Rabbi Ron Segal and Rev. Dr. Bill Murray of 
Holy Innocents Episcopal Church. Join us for some casual conversation over some of the biblical books of wisdom that have left an 
indelible imprint on Western society. Please register here for this limited participation class series.

Wednesday evenings, (7:00 PM - 8:15 PM)

•March 1
•March 8
•March 15
•March 22

Exploring PSALMS
Exploring SONG Of SONGS
Exploring PROVERBS
Exploring ECCLESIASTES

Holy Innocents
Temple Sinai
Holy Innocents
Temple Sinai

Date Subject Location

Everything You Always Wanted to Know About Passover, But Never Got to 
Ask with NAVON

Do you have questions about Passover or just want to learn more about the holiday? Join NAVON 
for light brunch and a conversation about the oddities of Passover and the Haggadah. 

This event is sponsored by NAVON (Sinai’s initiative aimed at reaching those over 65 years of age), but is open to ALL ages. 

•Sunday, April 2 (10:00 AM - 12:00 PM, PNK Learning Center)

https://www.templesinaiatlanta.org/event/sinai--holy-innocents.html
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Special Events

Corresponding Angels Holocaust Presentation

Please join us as liberator Judge Aaron Cohn’s Daughter, Gail, and Holocaust Survivor Itzik 
Slodowski’s son, Reuben Sloan M.D., share a fascinating and remarkable account of how the two 
families learned that they shared a common history. As fewer and fewer survivors remain to tell their stories, the onus is on the 
subsequent generations to carry the torch of remembrance, memory, and education. Gail and Reuben have answered this call and 
agreed to speak to us after a recent, highly popular event at the Breman Museum.

•Thursday, May 18 (7:00 PM, Ackerman Social Hall)

We Refuse To Be Enemies: Muslim/Jewish Interfaith Event
Join activists and authors Walter Ruby and Sabeeha Rehman as they share their story of hope 
and reconciliation with Temple Sinai. In a time of increasing polarization and division, the 
message has never been more relevant.

We Refuse to Be Enemies is a manifesto by two American citizens, a Muslim woman and 
Jewish man, concerned with the rise of intolerance and bigotry in our country. Neither author is an imam, rabbi, scholar, or 
community leader, but together they have spent decades doing interfaith work and nurturing cooperation among communities. 
They have learned that, through face-to-face encounters, people of all backgrounds can come to know the Other as a fellow 
human being and turn her or him into a trusted friend. In this short ZOOM-only presentation, they share their experience and 
guidance, and welcome comments and questions.

•Sunday, May 21 (5:00 PM -6:00 PM, Zoom)
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Special Events 
Living Room Limud
In-Person (Held in Various Homes)

Though we love meeting and learning in Temple Sinai, we recognize that enriching 
Jewish learning could and should happen anywhere. Welcome to Living Room 
Limud, one of our signature events of the year. Interested in hosting your friends 
and acquaintances for learning in your living room? Have you ever wanted to 
discuss a certain idea with your clergy and fellow congregants? Let us know! 

We are putting together small groups of learners throughout the congregation to learn and laugh together. Please reach out to 
Rabbi Natan if you would like to host. We will also be reaching out to several people as potential hosts as we try to engage diverse 
learners from across the congregation. Together with your clergy partner or Sinai staff member, you will decide the specific format, 
menu, and content for each session. 

Some of these events will have a random guest-list. Others will be targeted as we cultivate gatherings within Sinai’s various 
demographics (empty-nesters, preschool parents, brotherhood, etc). If you would like to take part in this exciting new program, 
either as a host or as a guest, please reach out to Rabbi Natan. 

Antisemitism Workshop

Of all the questions surrounding the many crimes against the Jews throughout the ages, we often ask, why 
the Jews? Join us for a multimedia presentation into the long and tragic history of antisemitism led by Mr. 
Brendan Murphy, educator at The Marist School. Mr. Murphy is a gifted and sought-after speaker, the 
recipient of many awards including the Abe Goldstein Human Relations Award from the Anti-Defamation 
League. Mr. Murphy spoke to us from the bima during Shabbat Services this past January, and his expertise 
augments the work of our existing antisemitism initiative. You do not want to miss this special two-part 
workshop.

•Sunday, June 11 (4:00-6:00PM, Ackerman Social Hall)

•Monday, June 12 (7:00-9:00PM, Ackerman Social Hall)
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Endowment Events 

Sam Chyatte Memorial 
Lecture with Dr. Paul 
Wolpe

Paul Root Wolple is the Raymond F. 
Schinazi Distinguished Research Chair 
in Jewish Bioethics, and director of the 
Center for Ethics at Emory University. A 
highly sought-after speaker, Dr Wolpe 
is a futurist who focuses on the social, 
religious, ethical and ideological impact 
of medicine and technology on the 
human condition. Moreover, with the 
advent of emerging technologies such 
as artificial intelligence, questions of 
ethics and responsibility are critically 
relevant. A return visitor to Temple Sinai, 
Dr Wolpe will help us navigate the ethical 
complexities of the current moment. 

This event is generously sponsored by the 
Sam Chyatte Memorial Endowment. 

•Friday, March 17th (6:30 PM - 8:00 PM, 
During and after Erev Shabbat Services)

Mark E Silverman Maimonides 
Award Endowment Lecture with Dr 
Daniel Eisenberg

Dr. Daniel Eisenberg is an expert in the 
traditional Jewish approach to medical 
ethics issues. The intersection of medicine, 
research, and ethics is one that impacts us 
all at different points in our lives. What is 
the Jewish approach to current biomedical 
ethical issues? How can we apply 
Maimonides’ approach to modern medical 
ethics issues? How does Judaism approach 
ethical issues at the end of life? A practicing 
physician and a sought-after speaker, Dr. 
Eisenberg will help us make sense of critical 
issues that affect us all. 

Come for the provocative conversation and 
stay for the delicious brunch buffet.

This event is generously sponsored by the 
Mark E Silverman Maimonides Award  
Endowment. 

•Sunday, April 16 (11:30 AM - 1:00 PM, 
Ackerman Social Hall)

Steven Eichel 
Jewish Law Library 
Endowment with 
Rabbi Shai Cherry

Rabbi Shai Cherry, PhD, has an uncanny 
ability to translate traditional Judaism 
for those who have not had the luxury 
and blessing of dedicating their lives to 
Jewish learning. Known for his passion 
and humor, Cherry brings his expertise 
on the development of Jewish law, 
theology, and biblical interpretation to 
contemporary issues confronting the 
Jewish People. 

This event is generously sponsored by 
the Steven Eichel Jewish Law Library 
Endowment Fund. 

•Friday and Saturday, June 23rd - 24th 
(6:30 PM - 8:00 PM during and after Erev 
Shabbat Services, 9:00 AM -10:00 AM 
Shabbat Morning Torah Study)
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Seeking Sinai

We will build on the momentum of our podcast’s inaugural year and expand 
to a greater selection of guests and ideas. With nearly 2000 downloads 
across digital platforms, this podcast has already reached so many 
discerning listeners, folks who want to listen  exactly where and when they 
want. If you haven’t yet listened to the recent antisemitism podcast make sure 
to check it out, as well as congregant Matt Bernes discussing life as a Jewish 
Green Beret and cattle rancher, among the other profound conversations 
with Sinai staff.  

Rabbi Natan returns as our moderator as we continue to focus on the theme of Jewish Journeys. We continue to hear from members 
of the Sinai community who share stories of passion and perseverance, stories that inspire and showcase the extraordinary breadth 
of this sacred community. With this in mind, we will also experiment with new types of format within the podcast including group 
interviews and live events. 

On Demand


