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Class #3: Solomon the Philosopher, Solomon the Poet
24 Tyar 5783 | May 15, 2023

1 Kings 5:12
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[Solomon] composed three thousand proverbs, and his songs numbered one thousand and five.

Proverbs | Mishlei
Ecclesiastes | Kobelet

Song of Songs | Shir Ha-Shirim
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Abba Shaul says: ... At first it was believed that Proverbs, the Song of Songs, and Kohelet should be
suppressed, for they maintained that they are [merely] proverbs and not part of the [revealed] Writings.

They therefore went and suppressed them.

Then the members of the Great Assembly came along and explained them [thus verifying their
authority].
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Proverbs / Mishlei

Proverbs 1:1-6
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Proverbs 3:1-18

MAWAR™7% "N7in °13
Fa7 g et

070 NI 0712 7N 2
277 101 oivwy

TRVIOR DAY 79N
NIy DR
72 Moy 0ang

2197221 1R
O7R) O Y3

7277922 70N o3
TYYRTOR A0rEToN

WMYT RT3
SPRRR W KA

"The proverbs of Solomon son of David, king of
Israel:

*For learning wisdom and discipline;
For understanding words of discernment;

3For acquiring the discipline for success,

Righteousness, justice, and equity;

“For endowing the simple with shrewdness,

The young with knowledge and foresight.

’—The wise man, hearing them, will gain more
wisdom;
The discerning man will learn to be adroit;

For understanding proverb and epigram,
The words of the wise and their riddles.

1My son, do not forget my teaching,
But let your mind retain my commandments;

*For they will bestow on you length of days,
Years of life and well-being.

*Let fidelity and steadfastness not leave you;
Bind them about your throat,
Write them on the tablet of your mind,

“*And you will find favor and approbation
In the eyes of God and man.

*Trust in YHVH with all your heart,
And do not rely on your own understanding.

“In all your ways acknowledge Him,
And He will make your paths smooth.
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Do not be wise in your own eyes;
Fear YHVH and shun evil.

8Tt will be a cure for your body,
A tonic for your bones.

’Honor YHVH with your wealth,
With the best of all your income,

" And your barns will be filled with grain,
Your vats will burst with new wine.

"Do not reject the discipline of YHVH, my son;
Do not abhor His rebuke.

For whom YHVH loves, He rebukes,
As a father the son whom he favors.

13Halppy is the man who finds wisdom,
The man who attains understanding.

“Her value in trade is better than silver,
Her yield, greater than gold.

"She is more precious than rubies;
All of your goods cannot equal her.

"“In her right hand is length of days,

In her left, riches and honor.

"Her ways are pleasant ways,
Y ¥

And all her paths, peaceful.

"*She is a tree of life to those who grasp her,

And whoever holds on to her is happy.
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Ecclesiastes / Kobelet

Ecclesiastes 1:1-18
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"The words of Koheleth son of David, king in

Jerusalem.

*Utter tutility!—said Koheleth—
Utter futility! All is futile!

SWhat real value is there for a man
In all the gains he makes beneath the sun?

4 .
One generation goes, another comes,
But the earth remains the same forever.

>The sun rises, and the sun sets—
And glides back to where it rises.

*Southward blowing, Turning northward,
Ever turning blows the wind;
On its rounds the wind returns.

7 All streams flow into the sea,
Yet the sea is never full;
To the place [from] which they flow,

The streams flow back again.

SAll such things are wearisome:

No man can ever state them;

The eye never has enough of seeing,
Nor the ear enough of hearing.

9Only that shall happen which has happened,
Only that occurs which has occurred;
There is nothing new beneath the sun!

"Sometimes there is a phenomenon of which
they say, “Look, this one is new!”—it occurred
long since, in ages that went by before us.

"The earlier ones are not remembered; so too
those that will occur later will no more be
remembered than those that will occur at the

very end.
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Ecclesiastes 2:1-10
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I, Koheleth, was king in Jerusalem over Israel.

"I set my mind to study and to probe with
wisdom all that happens under the sun.—An
unhappy business, that, which G-d gave men to
be concerned with!

T observed all the happenings beneath the
sun, and I found that all is futile and pursuit of
wind:

BA twisted thing that cannot be made straight,
A lack that cannot be made good.

"I said to myself: “Here I have grown richer
and wiser than any that ruled before me over
Jerusalem, and my mind has zealously absorbed
wisdom and learning.”

And so I set my mind to appraise wisdom and
to appraise madness and folly. And I
learned—that this too was pursuit of wind:

1 . .
8For as wisdom grows, vexation grows;
To increase learning is to increase heartache.

'I said to myself, “Come, I will treat you to
merriment. Taste mirth!” That too, I found, was
futile.

20Of revelry I'said, “It’s mad!”
Of merriment, “What good is that?”

3 ventured to tempt my flesh with wine, and to
grasp folly, while letting my mind direct with
wisdom, to the end that I might learn which of the
two was better for men to practice in their few days
of life under heaven.

‘I multiplied my possessions. I built myself houses
and I planted vineyards.
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°I laid out gardens and groves, in which I planted
every kind of fruit tree.

“I constructed pools of water, enough to irrigate a
forest shooting up with trees.

1 bought male and female slaves, and I acquired
stewards. I also acquired more cattle, both herds
and flocks, than all who were before me in
Jerusalem.

*I further amassed silver and gold and treasures of
kings and provinces; and I got myself male and
female singers, as well as the luxuries of
commoners—coffers and coffers of them.

*Thus, I gained more wealth than anyone before me
in Jerusalem. In addition, my wisdom remained
with me:

T withheld from my eyes nothing they asked for,
and denied myself no enjoyment; rather, I got
enjoyment out of all my wealth. And that was all I
got out of my wealth.
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Song of Songs / Shir Ha-Shirim
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Song of Songs 3:1-1
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"The Song of Songs, by Solomon.

*Oh, give me of the kisses of your mouth,
For your love is more delightful than wine.

*Your ointments yield a sweet fragrance,
Your name is like finest oil—
Therefore do maidens love you.

“Draw me after you, let us run!

The king has brought me to his chambers.
Let us delight and rejoice in your love,
Savoring it more than wine—

Like new wine™ they love you!

°T am dark, but comely,

O daughters of Jerusalem—
Like the tents of Kedar,

Like the pavilions of Solomon.

‘Don’t stare at me because I am swarthy,
Because the sun has gazed upon me.

My mother’s sons quarreled with me,
They made me guard the vineyards;

My own vineyard I did not guard.

'Upon my couch at night
I sought the one I love—
I sought, but found him not.

*“T must rise and roam the town,

Through the streets and through the squares;
I must seek the one I love.”

I sought but found him not.
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3T met the watchmen
Who patrol the town.
“Have you seen the one I love?”

*Scarcely had I passed them

When I found the one I love.

I held him fast, I would not let him go
Till I brought him to my mother’s house,
To the chamber of her who conceived me

’T adjure you, O maidens of Jerusalem,
By gazelles or by hinds of the field:

Do not wake or rouse

Love until it please!

*Who is she that comes up from the desert
Like columns of smoke,

In clouds of myrrh and frankincense,

Of all the powders of the merchant?

"There is Solomon’s couch,
Encircled by sixty warriors
Of the warriors of Israel,

All of them trained in warfare,
Skilled in battle,

Each with sword on thigh
Because of terror by night.

9King Solomon made him a palanquin
Of wood from Lebanon.

""He made its posts of silver,
Its back of gold,

Its seat of purple wool.

Within, it was decked with love
By the maidens of Jerusalem.

'O maidens of Zion, go forth
And gaze upon King Solomon
Wearing the crown that his mother
Gave him on his wedding day,

On his day of bliss.
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Solomon’s Books: In What Order Were They Written?

Shir Ha-Shirim Rabbah 1:1:10
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Talmud, Bava Batra 14b [with Rashi’s commentary]
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Solomon wrote three books: Proverbs, Kohelet, and
Song of Songs. Which did he compose first?

Rabbi Chiya and Rabbi Yonatan disagreed:

Rabbi Chiya the Great taught: Only in the period
of his old age did the holy spirit rest upon Solomon,
and he wrote three books: Proverbs, Kohelet, and

Song of Songs.

Rabbi Yonatan said: Song of Songs he wrote first,
then Proverbs, then Kohelet.

Rabbi Yonatan makes his argument from the way
of the world. When a man is young he composes
songs; when he grows old he makes wise remarks;
when he becomes an old man he speaks of the
vanity of things.

Rabbi Yannai, the father-in-law of Rabbi Ammi,
said: All agree that Solomon wrote Kohelet last.

The order of the Writings is: Ruth, Psalms, Job,
and Proverbs; Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs, and
Lamentations; Daniel and the Scroll of Esther; Ezra
and Chronicles.

Rashi: Proverbs and Ecclesiastes— These are
two books of wisdom [apparently written
together, earlier in Solomon’s life].

Song of Songs—It seems to me that this was
written in his old age.



