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Class #3: Solomon the Philosopher, Solomon the Poet
24 Iyar 5783 | May 15, 2023

1 Kings 5:12

ר יםשְׁ֥�שֶׁתוַידְַבֵּ֕ לאֲלָפִ֖ ימָשָׁ֑ השִׁיר֖וֹוַיהְִ֥ וָאָלֶֽף׃חֲמִשָּׁ֥

[Solomon] composed three thousand proverbs, and his songs numbered one thousand and �ve.

Proverbs |Mishlei

Ecclesiastes | Kohelet

Song of Songs | Shir Ha-Shirim

___________________________________________

Avot d’Rabbi Natan 1:4

היושהםהיוגנוזיםוקהלתהשיריםושירמשליאומריםהיובראשונהשפירשו.אלאשהמתינולאאומרשאולאבא
אותם…ופירשוהגדולהכנסתאנשישבאועדאותםוגנזוועמדוהכתוביםמןואינןמשלותאומרים

Abba Shaul says: …At �rst it was believed that Proverbs, the Song of Songs, and Kohelet should be
suppressed, for they maintained that they are [merely] proverbs and not part of the [revealed] Writings.

They therefore went and suppressed them.

Then the members of the Great Assembly came along and explained them [thus verifying their
authority].
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Proverbs /Mishlei

Proverbs 1:1-6

שְׁלֵי המִ֭ ֹ֣ דשְׁ�מ לֶ�בֶן־דָּוִ֑ ֗ ישְִׂרָאֵלֽ׃מֶ֝

עַת הלָדַ֣ רחׇכְמָ֣ וּמוּסָ֑
ין הָבִ֗ ילְ֝ בִינָהֽ׃אִמְרֵ֥

קַחַת רלָ֭ למוּסַ֣ הַשְׂכֵּ֑
דֶק טצֶ֥ ים׃וּ֝מִשְׁפָּ֗ וּמֵשָׁרִֽ

ת הלִפְתָאיִם֣לָתֵ֣ עׇרְמָ֑
עַר נַ֗ עַתלְ֝ וּמְזמִָּהֽ׃דַּ֣

ע כָםישְִׁמַ֣ קַחוְי֣וֹסֶףחָ֭ לֶ֑
נבָ֗וֹן יקְִנֶהֽ׃תַּחְבֻּל֥וֹתוְ֝

ין שָׁללְהָבִ֣ המָ֭ וּמְלִיצָ֑
י יםדִּבְרֵ֥ כָמִ֗ וְחִידתָֹםֽ׃חֲ֝

1The proverbs of Solomon son of David, king of
Israel:

2For learning wisdom and discipline;
For understanding words of discernment;

3For acquiring the discipline for success,
Righteousness, justice, and equity;

4For endowing the simple with shrewdness,
The young with knowledge and foresight.

5—The wise man, hearing them, will gain more
wisdom;
The discerning man will learn to be adroit;

6For understanding proverb and epigram,
The words of the wise and their riddles.

Proverbs 3:1-18

ניִ יבְּ֭ חתּוֹרָתִ֣ אַל־תִּשְׁכָּ֑
י רוּ֝מִצְוֺתַ֗ ֹ֥ לִבֶּֽ�׃יצִּ

י רֶ�כִּ֤ ֹ֣ מִיםא חַיִּ֑יםוּשְׁנ֣וֹתיָ֭
שָׁל֗וֹם יפוּוְ֝ לָֽ�׃יוֹסִ֥

סֶד תחֶ֥ �וֶאֱמֶ֗ עַזבְֻ֥ אַלֽ־יַ֫
ם י�קׇשְׁרֵ֥ עַל־גַּרְגְּרוֹתֶ֑
ם תְבֵ֗ לִבֶּֽ�׃עַל־ל֥וּחַכׇּ֝

ן כֶל־ט֑וֹבוּמְצָא־חֵ֥ וְשֵֽׂ
י יםבְּעֵינֵ֖ וְאָדָֽם׃אֱ�הִ֣

ח �אֶל־ה׳בְּטַ֣ בְּכׇל־לִבֶּ֑
ינתְָ֗� אַל־תִּשָּׁעֵןֽ׃וְאֶל־בִּ֥֝

הוּבְּכׇל־דְּרָכֶ֥י� דָעֵ֑
ה֗וּא רוְ֝ רְחתֶֹֽי�׃ייְשֵַּׁ֥ ֹֽ א

1My son, do not forget my teaching,
But let your mind retain my commandments;

2For they will bestow on you length of days,
Years of life and well-being.

3Let �delity and steadfastness not leave you;
Bind them about your throat,
Write them on the tablet of your mind,

4And you will �nd favor and approbation
In the eyes of God and man.

5Trust in YHVHwith all your heart,
And do not rely on your own understanding.

6In all your ways acknowledge Him,
AndHe will make your paths smooth.
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י םאַל־תְּהִ֣ בְּעֵינֶ֑י�חָכָ֣
א ע׃וְס֣וּראֶת־ה׳ירְָ֥ מֵרָֽ

פְאוּת ירִ֭ �תְּהִ֣ לְשׇׁרֶּ֑
שִׁקּ֗וּי לְעַצְמוֹתֶיֽ�׃וְ֝

ד מֵהוֹנֶ֑�אֶת־ה׳כַּבֵּ֣
ית כׇּל־תְּבוּאָתֶֽ�׃וּ֝מֵרֵאשִׁ֗

י�וְימִָּלְא֣וּ עאֲסָמֶ֣ שָׂבָ֑
תִיר֗וֹשׁ י�וְ֝ צוּ׃יקְָבֶ֥ ֹֽ {פ}יפְִר

ר סבְּנִ֣יה׳מוּסַ֣ אַל־תִּמְאָ֑
ץ ֹ֗ ק בְּתוֹכַחְתּֽוֹ׃וְאַל־תָּ֝

י רכִּ֤ ת־אֲשֶׁ֣ באֶ֥ יחַה׳יאֱֶהַ֣ יוֹכִ֑
ב ןוּ֝כְאָ֗ ירְִצֶהֽ׃אֶת־בֵּ֥

י דָםאַשְׁרֵ֣ אאָ֭ המָצָ֣ חׇכְמָ֑
ם אָדָ֗ יקוְ֝ תְּבוּנָהֽ׃יפִָ֥

י חְרָהּט֣וֹבכִּ֤ סֶףסַ֭ מִסְּחַר־כָּ֑
תְּבוּאָתָהּֽ׃וּ֝מֵחָר֗וּץ

רָה יאיקְָ֣ [מִפְּניִנִ֑ים](מפניים)הִ֭
י� פָצֶ֗ יִשְֽׁווּ־בָהּֽ׃֣�אוְכׇל־חֲ֝

רֶ� ֹ֣ מִיםא בִּיֽמִינָ֑הּיָ֭
הּ שְׂמאֹולָ֗ שֶׁרבִּ֝ ֹ֣ וְכָבֽוֹד׃ע

יהָ עַםדְּרָכֶ֥ ֹ֑ דַרְכֵי־נ
יהָ יבוֹתֶ֣ שָׁלֽוֹם׃וְכׇֽל־נתְִ֖

יאעֵץ־חַיִּי֣ם יםהִ֭ הּלַמַּחֲזיִקִ֣ בָּ֑
יהָ מְאֻשָּֽׁר׃וְתֽמְֹכֶ֥

7Do not be wise in your own eyes;
Fear YHVH and shun evil.

8It will be a cure for your body,
A tonic for your bones.

9Honor YHVHwith your wealth,
With the best of all your income,

10And your barns will be �lled with grain,
Your vats will burst with new wine.

11Do not reject the discipline of YHVH, my son;
Do not abhor His rebuke.

12For whom YHVH loves, He rebukes,
As a father the son whom he favors.

13Happy is the man who �nds wisdom,
The man who attains understanding.

14Her value in trade is better than silver,
Her yield, greater than gold.

15She is more precious than rubies;
All of your goods cannot equal her.

16In her right hand is length of days,
In her left, riches and honor.

17Her ways are pleasant ways,
And all her paths, peaceful.

18She is a tree of life to those who grasp her,
And whoever holds on to her is happy.
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Ecclesiastes / Kohelet

Ecclesiastes 1:1-18

לֶתדִּבְרֵי֙ דקהֶֹ֣ לֶ�בֶּן־דָּוִ֔ ִֽ ם׃מֶ֖ בִּירוּשָׁלָ

ל רהֲבָלִים֙הֲבֵ֤ לֶתאָמַ֣ קהֶֹ֔
ל יםהֲבֵ֥ להֲבָלִ֖ ֹ֥ הָבֶֽל׃הַכּ

םמַה־יּתְִר֖וֹן לָאָֽדָ֑
ל־עֲמָל֔וֹ לבְּכׇ֨ ֹ֖ יּעֲַמ חַתשֶֽׁ הַשָּֽׁמֶשׁ׃תַּ֥

אוְד֣וֹרהלֵֹ֙�דּ֤וֹר בָּ֔
רֶץ עמָֹדֶֽת׃לְעוֹלָ֥םוְהָאָ֖

ח מֶשׁוְזרַָ֥ אהַשֶּׁ֖ מֶשׁוּבָ֣ הַשָּׁ֑
ל־מְקוֹמ֔וֹ ףוְאֶ֨ חַֽשׁוֹאֵ֛ שָֽׁם׃ה֖וּאזוֹרֵ֥

באֶל־דָּר֔וֹםהוֹלֵ֙� אֶל־צָפ֑וֹןוְסוֹבֵ֖
ב ׀ סבֵֹב֙ הָר֔וּחַהוֹלֵ֣�סוֹבֵ֤

יו בוְעַל־סְבִיבתָֹ֖ הָרֽוּחַ׃שָׁ֥

יםכׇּל־הַנּחְָלִים֙ םהלְֹכִ֣ אאֵינֶ֣נּוּוְהַיָּם֖אֶל־הַיָּ֔ מָלֵ֑
הַנּחְָלִים֙אֶל־מְק֗וֹם יםשֶׁ֤ לְכִ֔ ֹֽ םה שָׁ֛

ם יםהֵ֥ לָלָכֶֽת׃שָׁבִ֖

ים יםכׇּל־הַדְּבָרִ֣ יגְעִֵ֔
ל ישׁ�א־יוּכַ֥ ראִ֖ לְדַבֵּ֑

ע יןִ֙�א־תִשְׂבַּ֥ לִרְא֔וֹתעַ֙
זןֶוְ�א־תִמָּלֵ֥א ֹ֖ עַ׃א ֹֽ מִשְּׁמ

הָיהָ֙ הה֣וּאמַה־שֶּֽׁ שֶׁיּהְִיֶ֔
ה הה֖וּאוּמַה־שֶּׁנַּעֲֽשָׂ֔ שֶׁיּעֵָשֶׂ֑

ין שׁוְאֵ֥ חַתכׇּל־חָדָ֖ הַשָּֽׁמֶשׁ׃תַּ֥

ריֵשׁ֥ רדָּבָ֛ שׁרְאֵה־זֶ֖השֶׁיּאֹמַ֥ הָיָה֣כְּבָר֙ה֑וּאחָדָ֣
ים לָמִ֔ ֹֽ רלְע מִלְּפָנֵנֽוּ׃הָיָה֖אֲשֶׁ֥

ין םלָרִאשׁנִֹ֑יםזכְִר֖וֹןאֵ֥ יםוְגַ֨ שֶׁיּהְִי֗וּלָאַחֲרנִֹ֜
םזכִָּר֔וֹןלָהֶםֽ֙�א־יהְִיֶה֤ {פ}לָאַחֲרנָֹהֽ׃שֶׁיּהְִי֖וּעִ֥

1The words of Koheleth son of David, king in
Jerusalem.

2Utter futility!—said Koheleth—
Utter futility! All is futile!

3What real value is there for a man
In all the gains he makes beneath the sun?

4One generation goes, another comes,
But the earth remains the same forever.

5The sun rises, and the sun sets—
And glides back to where it rises.

6Southward blowing, Turning northward,
Ever turning blows the wind;
On its rounds the wind returns.

7All streams �ow into the sea,
Yet the sea is never full;
To the place [from] which they �ow,
The streams �ow back again.

8All such things are wearisome:
No man can ever state them;
The eye never has enough of seeing,
Nor the ear enough of hearing.

9Only that shall happen which has happened,
Only that occurs which has occurred;
There is nothing new beneath the sun!

10Sometimes there is a phenomenon of which
they say, “Look, this one is new!”—it occurred
long since, in ages that went by before us.

11The earlier ones are not remembered; so too
those that will occur later will no more be
remembered than those that will occur at the
very end.
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לֶתאֲנִ֣י לֶ�הָיִי֥תִיקהֶֹ֗ למֶ֛ ִֽ ם׃עַל־ישְִׂרָאֵ֖ בִּירוּשָׁלָ

תִּי יוְנתַָ֣ הוְלָתוּר֙לִדְר֤וֹשׁאֶת־לִבִּ֗ לבַּחׇֽכְמָ֔ עַ֛
ר הכׇּל־אֲשֶׁ֥ חַתנעֲַשָׂ֖ יםִתַּ֣ עעִניְַן֣׀ה֣וּא הַשָּׁמָ֑ ןרָ֗ נתַָ֧

ים םלִבְנֵי֥אֱ�הִ֛ בּֽוֹ׃לַעֲנ֥וֹתהָאָדָ֖

יתִי֙ יםרָאִ֙ נּעֲַשׂ֖וּאֶת־כׇּל־הַמַּֽעֲשִׂ֔ חַתשֶֽׁ מֶשׁתַּ֣ הַשָּׁ֑
לוְהִנֵּה֥ ֹ֛ בֶלהַכּ רֽוּחַ׃וּרְע֥וּתהֶ֖

ת למְעֻוָּ֖ ן�א־יוּכַ֣ ֹ֑ לִתְק
לוְחֶסְר֖וֹן לְהִמָּנוֹֽת׃�א־יוּכַ֥

רְתִּי רעִם־לִבִּי֙אֲנִ֤ידִּבַּ֨ ֹ֔ ילֵאמ האֲנִ֗ לְתִּיהִנֵּ֨ הִגדְַּ֤
פְתִּי֙ הוְהוֹסַ֙ לחׇכְמָ֔ יכׇּל־אֲשֶׁר־הָיָה֥עַ֛ לְפָנַ֖

יעַל־ירְוּשָׁלִָ֑ ם הוְלִבִּ֛ הרָאָ֥ ההַרְבֵּ֖ וָדָעַֽת׃חׇכְמָ֥

עַתלִבִּי֙וָאֶתְּנָ֤ה הלָדַ֣ עַתחׇכְמָ֔ וְשִׂכְל֑וּתהוֹלֵ֖�תוְדַ֥
עְתִּי רֽוּחַ׃רַעְי֥וֹןה֖וּאשֶׁגַּם־זֶה֥ידַָ֕

י בכִּ֛ ֹ֥ הבְּר עַסחׇכְמָ֖ רׇב־כָּ֑
יף עַתוְיוֹסִ֥ יףדַּ֖ מַכְאֽוֹב:יוֹסִ֥

12I, Koheleth, was king in Jerusalem over Israel.

13I set my mind to study and to probe with
wisdom all that happens under the sun.—An
unhappy business, that, which G-d gave men to
be concerned with!

14I observed all the happenings beneath the
sun, and I found that all is futile and pursuit of
wind:

15A twisted thing that cannot be made straight,
A lack that cannot be made good.

16I said to myself: “Here I have grown richer
and wiser than any that ruled before me over
Jerusalem, and my mind has zealously absorbed
wisdom and learning.”

17And so I set my mind to appraise wisdom and
to appraise madness and folly. And I
learned—that this too was pursuit of wind:

18For as wisdom grows, vexation grows;
To increase learning is to increase heartache.

Ecclesiastes 2:1-10

רְתִּיֽ יאֲניִ֙אָמַ֤ האֲנסְַּכָ֥הלְכָה־נָּא֛בְּלִבִּ֔ הבְשִׂמְחָ֖ וּרְאֵ֣
הָבֶֽל׃גםַ־ה֖וּאוְהִנֵּה֥בְט֑וֹב

רְתִּילִשְׂח֖וֹק לאָמַ֣ מְהוֹלָ֑
ה הוּלְשִׂמְחָ֖ ֹ֥ עשָֹֽׂה׃מַה־זּ

רְתִּי יתַּ֣ יבַּיַּי֖ןִלִמְשׁ֥וֹ�בְלִבִּ֔ יאֶת־בְּשָׂרִ֑ גוְלִבִּ֞ נהֵֹ֤
זבַּחׇֽכְמָה֙ ֹ֣ דבְּסִכְל֔וּתוְלֶאֱח העַ֣ האֲשֶׁר־אֶרְאֶ֗ אֵי־זֶ֨

רהָאָדָם֙לִבְנֵ֤יט֜וֹב חַתיעֲַשׂוּ֙אֲשֶׁ֤ יםִתַּ֣ רהַשָּׁמַ֔ מִסְפַּ֖
י חַיּיֵהֶםֽ׃ימְֵ֥

לְתִּי יהִגדְַּ֖ יםלִי֙בָּנִ֤יתִימַעֲשָׂ֑ עְתִּיבָּתִּ֔ ינטַָ֥ כְּרָמִיֽם׃לִ֖

1I said to myself, “Come, I will treat you to
merriment. Taste mirth!” That too, I found, was
futile.

2Of revelry I said, “It’s mad!”
Of merriment, “What good is that?”

3I ventured to tempt my �esh with wine, and to
grasp folly, while letting my mind direct with
wisdom, to the end that I might learn which of the
two was better for men to practice in their few days
of life under heaven.

4I multiplied my possessions. I built myself houses
and I planted vineyards.
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יתִי יעָשִׂ֣ יםגַּנּ֖וֹתלִ֔ עְתִּיוּפַרְדֵּסִ֑ םוְנטַָ֥ ץבָהֶ֖ עֵ֥
כׇּל־פֶּרִֽי׃

יתִי יעָשִׂ֥ יםִבְּרֵכ֣וֹתלִ֖ םלְהַשְׁק֣וֹתמָ֑ חַיַעַ֖רמֵהֶ֔ צוֹמֵ֥
עֵצִיֽם׃

יתִי֙ יםקָנִ֙ יתִוּשְׁפָח֔וֹתעֲבָדִ֣ יהָוּבְניֵ־בַ֖ יהָ֣ גַּ֣םלִ֑
רמִקְנהֶ֩ אןבָקָ֨ ֹ֤ יהָהַרְבֵּה֙וָצ יהָ֣ ללִ֔ ֹ֛ הָי֥וּמִכּ ישֶֽׁ לְפָנַ֖

ִֽ ם׃ בִּירוּשָׁלָ

סֶףלִי֙כָּנַ֤סְתִּי בגַּם־כֶּ֣ יםוּסְגלַֻּ֥תוְזהָָ֔ וְהַמְּדִינ֑וֹתמְלָכִ֖
יתִי יעָשִׂ֨ יםלִ֜ םבְּנֵי֥וְתַעֲנגֻ֛וֹתוְשָׁר֗וֹתשָׁרִ֣ הָאָדָ֖

ה וְשִׁדּֽוֹת׃שִׁדָּ֥

לְתִּי פְתִּיוְגדַָ֣ לוְהוֹסַ֔ ֹ֛ ישֶׁהָיָה֥מִכּ ףבִּירוּשָׁלִָ֑ םלְפָנַ֖ אַ֥
י מְדָהחׇכְמָתִ֖ לִּיֽ׃עָ֥

רוְכלֹ֙ אֲל֣וּאֲשֶׁ֣ ישָֽׁ לְתִּי֥�אעֵינַ֔ םאָצַ֖ עְתִּימֵהֶ֑ ֽ�א־מָנַ֨
י האֶת־לִבִּ֜ ימִכׇּל־שִׂמְחָ֗ חַ֙כִּיֽ־לִבִּ֤ ישָׂמֵ֙ מִכׇּל־עֲמָלִ֔
יוְזֶהֽ־הָיָה֥ מִכׇּל־עֲמָלִיֽ׃חֶלְקִ֖

5I laid out gardens and groves, in which I planted
every kind of fruit tree.

6I constructed pools of water, enough to irrigate a
forest shooting up with trees.

7I bought male and female slaves, and I acquired
stewards. I also acquired more cattle, both herds
and �ocks, than all who were before me in
Jerusalem.

8I further amassed silver and gold and treasures of
kings and provinces; and I got myself male and
female singers, as well as the luxuries of
commoners—co�ers and co�ers of them.

9Thus, I gained more wealth than anyone before me
in Jerusalem. In addition, my wisdom remained
with me:

10I withheld frommy eyes nothing they asked for,
and denied myself no enjoyment; rather, I got
enjoyment out of all my wealth. And that was all I
got out of my wealth.
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Song of Songs / Shir Ha-Shirim

Song of Songs 1:1-6

יר יםשִׁ֥ רהַשִּׁירִ֖ ה׃אֲשֶׁ֥ ֹֽ לִשְׁ�מ

ניִ֙ יהוּמִנּשְִׁיק֣וֹתישִָּׁקֵ֙ פִּ֔
ים י�כִּיֽ־טוֹבִ֥ מִיָּיֽןִ׃דּדֶֹ֖

יחַ֙ יםשְׁמָנֶ֣י�לְרֵ֙ טוֹבִ֔
מֶן קשֶׁ֖ �תּוּרַ֣ שְׁמֶ֑

ן אֲהֵבֽוּ�׃עֲלָמ֥וֹתעַל־כֵּ֖

ניִ י�מׇשְׁכֵ֖ נּרָ֑וּצָהאַחֲרֶ֣
ניִ לֶ�הֱבִיאַ֨ יוהַמֶּ֜ חֲדָרָ֗
�וְנשְִׂמְחָה֙נגִָ֤ילָה בָּ֔

ירָה י֙�נזַכְִּ֤ יןִדדֶֹ֙ מִיַּ֔
ים {פ}אֲהֵבֽוּ�׃מֵישָׁרִ֖

ה האֲניִ֙שְׁחוֹרָ֤ ירְוּשָׁלִָ֑ םבְּנ֖וֹתוְנֽאָוָ֔
י רכְּאׇהֳלֵ֣ ה׃כִּירִיע֖וֹתקֵדָ֔ ֹֽ שְׁ�מ

רֶתשֶׁאֲנִ֣יאַל־תִּרְא֙וּניִ֙ ֹ֔ שְׁחַרְח
תְניִ מֶשׁשֶׁשְּׁזפַָ֖ הַשָּׁ֑

יבְּנֵ֧י יאִמִּ֣ נִחֲֽרוּ־בִ֗
ניִ֙ השָׂמֻ֙ יםנטֵֹרָ֣ אֶת־הַכְּרָמִ֔
י יכַּרְמִ֥ נטָָרְֽתִּי׃֥�אשֶׁלִּ֖

1The Song of Songs, by Solomon.

2Oh, give me of the kisses of your mouth,
For your love is more delightful than wine.

3Your ointments yield a sweet fragrance,
Your name is like �nest oil—
Therefore do maidens love you.

4Drawme after you, let us run!
The king has brought me to his chambers.
Let us delight and rejoice in your love,
Savoring it more than wine—
Like new wine-e they love you!

5I am dark, but comely,
O daughters of Jerusalem—
Like the tents of Kedar,
Like the pavilions of Solomon.

6Don’t stare at me because I am swarthy,
Because the sun has gazed upon me.
My mother’s sons quarreled with me,
They made me guard the vineyards;
My own vineyard I did not guard.

Song of Songs 3:1-1

שְׁתִּיבַּלֵּיל֔וֹתעַל־מִשְׁכָּבִי֙ תבִּקַּ֕ האֵ֥ ישֶֽׁאָהֲבָ֖ נפְַשִׁ֑
יו מְצָאתִיֽו׃וְ֥�אבִּקַּשְׁתִּ֖

אאָק֨וּמָה הנָּ֜ ירוַאֲסוֹבְבָ֣ בָעִ֗
רְחבֹ֔וֹתבַּשְּׁוָקִים֙ וּבָ֣
ה תאֲבַקְשָׁ֕ האֵ֥ ישֶֽׁאָהֲבָ֖ נפְַשִׁ֑
יו מְצָאתִיֽו׃וְ֥�אבִּקַּשְׁתִּ֖

1Upon my couch at night
I sought the one I love—
I sought, but found him not.

2“I must rise and roam the town,
Through the streets and through the squares;
I must seek the one I love.”
I sought but found him not.

7



Neal Gold | www.ATreeWithRoots.org
The Complex Life of Solomon in Bible & Legend

יםמְצָא֙וּניִ֙ מְרִ֔ ֹ֣ הַשּׁ
ים ירהַסּבְֹבִ֖ בָּעִ֑

ת האֵ֛ ישֶֽׁאָהֲבָ֥ רְאִיתֶםֽ׃נפְַשִׁ֖

רְתִּיכִּמְעַט֙ םשֶׁעָבַ֣ מֵהֶ֔
ד אתִיעַ֣ תשֶׁמָּצָ֔ האֵ֥ ישֶֽׁאָהֲבָ֖ נפְַשִׁ֑

נּוּוְ֣�אאֲחַזתְִּיו֙ הֲבֵיאתִיו֙אַרְפֶּ֔ יתעַד־שֶׁ֤ יאֶל־בֵּ֣ אִמִּ֔
דֶר הוֹרָתִיֽ׃וְאֶל־חֶ֖

עְתִּי םהִשְׁבַּ֨ ירְוּשָׁלִַ֙ ם֙בְּנ֤וֹתאֶתְכֶ֜
הבְּאַילְ֣וֹתא֖וֹבִּצְבָא֔וֹת הַשָּׂדֶ֑

ירוּ ׀ וְאִֽם־תְּע֥וֹרְר֛וּ אִם־תָּעִ֧
ה דאֶת־הָאַהֲבָ֖ {ס}שֶׁתֶּחְפָּץֽ׃עַ֥

י אתמִ֣ ֹ֗ רעלָֹה֙ז מִן־הַמִּדְבָּ֔
ןכְּתִיֽמְר֖וֹת עָשָׁ֑

רֶת המרֹ֙מְקֻטֶּ֤ וּלְבוֹנָ֔
ל ֹ֖ תמִכּ רוֹכֵלֽ׃אַבְקַ֥

ה המִטָּתוֹ֙הִנֵּ֗ ֹ֔ שֶׁלִּשְׁ�מ
ים יםשִׁשִּׁ֥ יבגִּבּרִֹ֖ הּסָבִ֣ ילָ֑ ישְִׂרָאֵלֽ׃מִגִּבּרֵֹ֖

זיֵכֻּלָּם֙ רֶבאֲחֻ֣ יחֶ֔ המְלֻמְּדֵ֖ מִלְחָמָ֑
ישׁ עַל־ירְֵכ֔וֹחַרְבּוֹ֙אִ֤

חַד {ס}בַּלֵּילֽוֹת׃מִפַּ֖

שָׂהאַפִּרְי֗וֹן לֶ�לוֹ֙עָ֤ ההַמֶּ֣ ֹ֔ שְׁ�מ
י הַלְּבָנוֹֽן׃מֵעֲצֵ֖

שָׂהעַמּוּדָיו֙ סֶףעָ֣ ברְפִידָת֣וֹכֶ֔ זהָָ֔
ןמֶרְכָּב֖וֹ אַרְגָּמָ֑

הרָצ֣וּףתּוֹכוֹ֙ אַהֲבָ֔
ִֽ ם׃מִבְּנ֖וֹת ירְוּשָׁלָ

ינהָ נהָ ׀ וּֽרְאֶ֛ לֶ�צִיּ֖וֹןבְּנ֥וֹתצְאֶ֧ הבַּמֶּ֣ ֹ֑ שְׁ�מ
ה אִמּוֹ֙שֶׁעִטְּרָה־לּ֤וֹבָּעֲטָרָ֗

תוּבְי֖וֹםחֲתֻנּתָ֔וֹבְּי֣וֹם לִבּֽוֹ׃שִׂמְחַ֥

3I met the watchmen
Who patrol the town.
“Have you seen the one I love?”

4Scarcely had I passed them
When I found the one I love.
I held him fast, I would not let him go
Till I brought him to my mother’s house,
To the chamber of her who conceived me

5I adjure you, Omaidens of Jerusalem,
By gazelles or by hinds of the �eld:
Do not wake or rouse
Love until it please!

6Who is she that comes up from the desert
Like columns of smoke,
In clouds of myrrh and frankincense,
Of all the powders of the merchant?

7There is Solomon’s couch,
Encircled by sixty warriors
Of the warriors of Israel,

8All of them trained in warfare,
Skilled in battle,
Each with sword on thigh
Because of terror by night.

9King Solomon made him a palanquin
Of wood from Lebanon.

10Hemade its posts of silver,
Its back of gold,
Its seat of purple wool.
Within, it was decked with love
By the maidens of Jerusalem.

11Omaidens of Zion, go forth
And gaze upon King Solomon
Wearing the crown that his mother
Gave him on his wedding day,
On his day of bliss.
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Solomon’s Books: In What Order Were They Written?

Shir Ha-Shirim Rabbah 1:1:10

זהֶאֵיהַשִּׁירִים.שִׁירוְקהֶֹלֶת,מִשְׁלֵי,כָּתַב:סְפָרִיםשְׁלשָׁה
תְּחִלָּה?כָּתַבמֵהֶן

יוֹנתָָן:וְרַבִּירַבָּהחִיּאָרַבִּי

עָלָיושָׁרְתָהשְׁ�מהֹזקְִנתַלְעֵתרַקרַבָּהחִיּאָרַבִּי…תָּניֵ
וְשִׁירוְקהֶֹלֶת,מִשְׁלֵי,סְפָרִים:שְׁלשָׁהוְאָמַרהַקּדֶֹשׁרוּחַ

הַשִּׁירִים.

כָּ�וְאַחַרתְּחִלָּה,כָּתַבהַשִּׁירִיםשִׁיראָמַריוֹנתָָןרַבִּי
קהֶֹלֶת,כָּ�וְאַחַרמִשְׁלֵי,

דִּבְרֵיאוֹמֵרנעַַרכְּשֶׁאָדָםאֶרֶץ,מִדֶּרֶ�יוֹנתָָןרַבִּילָהּוּמַיתְֵי
דִּבְרֵיאוֹמֵרהִזקְִיןמְשָׁלוֹת,דִּבְרֵיאוֹמֵרהִגְדִילזמֶֶר,

הֲבָלִים.

בַּסּוֹףשֶׁקּהֶֹלֶתמוֹדִיםהַכּלֹאָמַראַמֵּידְּרַבִּיחָמוּיינַּאַירַבִּי
אֲמָרָהּ.

Solomon wrote three books: Proverbs, Kohelet, and
Song of Songs. Which did he compose �rst?

Rabbi Chiya and Rabbi Yonatan disagreed:

Rabbi Chiya the Great taught: Only in the period
of his old age did the holy spirit rest upon Solomon,
and he wrote three books: Proverbs, Kohelet, and
Song of Songs.

Rabbi Yonatan said: Song of Songs he wrote �rst,
then Proverbs, then Kohelet.

Rabbi Yonatan makes his argument from the way
of the world. When a man is young he composes
songs; when he grows old he makes wise remarks;
when he becomes an old man he speaks of the
vanity of things.

Rabbi Yannai, the father-in-law of Rabbi Ammi,
said: All agree that Solomon wrote Kohelet last.

Talmud, Bava Batra 14b [with Rashi’s commentary]

שִׁירקהֶֹלֶתוּמִשְׁלֵיוְאִיּוֹבתְּהִלִּיםוְסֵפֶררוּתכְּתוּבִיםשֶׁלסִידְרָן
הַיּמִָים.וְדִבְרֵיעֶזרְָאאֶסְתֵּרוּמְגיִלַתדָּניִאֵלוְקִינוֹתהַשִּׁירִים

חכמה:ספרישניהם-קהלתמשלי

זקנתו:לעתשאמרובעינינראה-השיריםשיר

The order of the Writings is: Ruth, Psalms, Job,
and Proverbs; Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs, and
Lamentations; Daniel and the Scroll of Esther; Ezra
and Chronicles.

Rashi: Proverbs and Ecclesiastes—These are
two books of wisdom [apparently written
together, earlier in Solomon’s life].

Song of Songs—It seems to me that this was
written in his old age.
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