
 

2020-21 High Holidays Update: 
July 10, 2020 

Dear Shir Tikvah family,  

 

Celebrating the High Holy Day season together is a highlight of each year. Joy permeates the air as we 

gather, beginning the year anew while renewing old friendships. This year, of course, will be different. 

We have been physically distanced since we closed our building in March. We did so out of respect for 

the Jewish value of pikuach nefesh, the idea that any action that saves a life is more important than all the 

other mitzvot. While we miss you terribly and long for the day we can be back in physical community 

together, the value of pikuach nefesh continues to be the driving force behind our planning for an entirely 

virtual observance of the High Holy Days of 5781. We are thrilled to partner with Temple leadership, the 

Ritual Committee, a newly formed IT Task Force, and members of our community, to create a spiritually 

fulfilling, community building, technology-enabled High Holy Day experience.  

 

From Elul (the month preceding Rosh Hashanah) to Neilah (the last service of Yom Kippur) there will be 

opportunities for engagement. We are thinking of these opportunities as stepping stones, each one 

creating a pathway through time. Some stones are well worn and will feel very familiar to the steps we 

have walked together in years past. Some stones will feel brand new. We invite you to try them all. With 

these communal offerings, our hope is that each of us can design our own meaningful journey.  

 

Elul 
Our journey starts with Elul, which begins on August 21st. This is a time for internal work, known as 

cheshbon hanefesh, accounting for our souls. We begin to wake up. Expect to receive videos of 

community members blowing the shofar along with learning opportunities for prayer and reflection 

throughout the month. Let us know if you’d like to record yourself blasting a tekiah on your shofar!  

 

Selichot  
This simple hour-long service begins with Havdalah and includes many of the liturgical and musical 

highlights of the holidays. Join the clergy from the comfort of your home on a quiet Saturday evening, 

September 12th at 8pm, to reflect and prepare. 

 

Erev Rosh Hashanah Seder 
Did you enjoy our congregational Passover seder? Did you know there is a tradition of a Rosh Hashanah 

seder as well?  We’ll gather around our dinner tables (with a device, of course) and celebrate the new year 

with symbolic foods, moving liturgy, and song. We’ll send you a short shopping list!  

 

(continued on next page!) 



Rosh Hashanah Morning 
On Rosh Hashanah morning we celebrate Hayom Harat Olam, the birthday of the world. We will focus 

our spiritual energy on renewing ourselves to meet the needs of this moment of rebirth in our world.  

 

Second Day Rosh Hashanah  
As always, this will be an opportunity for spiritual intimacy as we delve into the beauty and power of the 

liturgy. Following a short break, we’ll learn with Rabbi Rim and Minnie Halpern, in a talk entitled 

“Reverence on a Cosmic Scale” and then enjoy guided conversations in small groups as we eat lunch.  

 

Ten Days of Teshuvah/Returning 
This year, we’ll observe the 10 sacred days between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur by offering a 

reading for each day. We’ll also invite you to join us for a daily 30-minute Zoom discussion to reflect and 

share.  

 

Kol Nidrei and Yom Kippur  
The journey continues into the sacred sounds of Kol Nidrei evening and the fullness of Yom Kippur, 

including an inspiring “prophetic” morning service, Minchah with a special study session on the Book of 

Jonah, Rabbi Rim’s learning session, our music meditation, and a healing Yizkor observance. We’ll end 

with a creative Neilah service and Havdalah.  

 

We are grateful for the technology that allows us to observe our holiest season with you, our beloved 

community. As the gates close at the end of Yom Kippur, may we each be blessed with a sense of renewal 

and connection, energy and hope.  

 

We look forward to sharing each stepping stone along the way and will of course share more details with 

you in the days and weeks ahead.  

 

With blessings,  

Rabbi Cari and Beth 


