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(1) Moses received the Torah at Sinai and transmitted it to Joshua, Joshua to the elders, and the elders to the prophets, and the prophets to the Men of the Great Assembly. They said three 
things: Be patient in [the administration of] justice, raise many disciples and make a fence round the Torah.
(2) Shimon the Righteous was one of the last of the men of the great assembly. He used to say: the world stands upon three things: the Torah, the Temple service, and the practice of acts of 
piety.
(3) Antigonus a man of Socho received [the oral tradition] from Shimon the Righteous. He used to say: do not be like servants who serve the master in the expectation of receiving a reward, 
but be like servants who serve the master without the expectation of receiving a reward, and let the fear of Heaven be upon you.
(4) Yose ben Yoezer (a man) of Zeredah and Yose ben Yohanan [a man] of Jerusalem received [the oral tradition] from them [i.e. Shimon the Righteous and Antigonus]. Yose ben Yoezer used to 
say: let thy house be a house of meeting for the Sages and sit in the very dust of their feet, and drink in their words with thirst.
(5) Yose ben Yochanan (a man) of Jerusalem used to say: Let thy house be wide open, and let the poor be members of thy household. Engage not in too much conversation with women. They 
said this with regard to one’s own wife, how much more [does the rule apply] with regard to another man’s wife. From here the Sages said: as long as a man engages in too much conversation 
with women, he causes evil to himself, he neglects the study of the Torah, and in the end he will inherit gehinnom.
(6) Joshua ben Perahiah and Nittai the Arbelite received [the oral tradition] from them. Joshua ben Perahiah used to say: appoint for thyself a teacher, and acquire for thyself a companion and 
judge all men with the scale weighted in his favor.
(7) Nittai the Arbelite used to say: keep a distance from an evil neighbor, do not become attached to the wicked, and do not abandon faith in [divine] retribution.
(8) Judah ben Tabbai and Shimon ben Shetach received [the oral tradition] from them. Judah ben Tabbai said: do not [as a judge] play the part of an advocate; and when the litigants are 
standing before you, look upon them as if they were [both] guilty; and when they leave your presence, look upon them as if they were [both] innocent, when they have accepted the 
judgement.
(9) Shimon ben Shetach used to say: be thorough in the interrogation of witnesses, and be careful with your words, lest from them they learn to lie.
(10) Shemaiah and Abtalion received [the oral tradition] from them. Shemaiah used to say: love work, hate acting the superior, and do not attempt to draw near to the ruling authority.
(11) Abtalion used to say: Sages be careful with your words, lest you incur the penalty of exile, and be carried off to a place of evil waters, and the disciples who follow you drink and die, and 
thus the name of heaven becomes profaned.
(12) Hillel and Shammai received [the oral tradition] from them. Hillel used to say: be of the disciples of Aaron, loving peace and pursuing peace, loving mankind and drawing them close to the 
Torah.
(13) He [also] used to say: one who makes his name great causes his name to be destroyed; one who does not add [to his knowledge] causes [it] to cease; one who does not study [the Torah] 
deserves death; one who makes [unworthy] use of the crown [of learning] shall pass away.
(14) He [also] used to say: If I am not for myself, who is for me? But if I am for my own self [only], what am I? And if not now, when?
(15) Shammai used to say: make your [study of the] Torah a fixed practice; speak little, but do much; and receive all men with a pleasant countenance.
(16) Rabban Gamaliel used to say: appoint for thyself a teacher, avoid doubt, and do not make a habit of tithing by guesswork.
(17) Shimon, his son, used to say: all my days I grew up among the sages, and I have found nothing better for a person than silence. Study is not the most important thing, but actions; whoever 
indulges in too many words brings about sin.
(18) Rabban Shimon ben Gamaliel used to say: on three things does the world stand: On justice, on truth and on peace, as it is said: “execute the judgment of truth and peace in your gates” 
(Zechariah 8:16).
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Bartenura
Since this tractate is not founded on the 
exegesis of the Torah’s commandments, like 
the rest of the tractates which are in the 
Mishnah, but it is wholly morals and 
principles, and whereas the sages of the 
[other] nations of the world have also 
composed books according to the 
fabrication of their hearts, concerning 
moral paths,..therefore this tractate began 
“Moses receive Torah from Sinai” to tell you 
that the principles and morals which are in 
this tractate were not fabricated by the 
hearts of the Mishna’s sages; rather, they 
too, were stated at Sinai.

Shmuly Yanklowitz-
The first Mishnah does not state directly 
that God gave the Torah to the Jewish 
people.  Instead, it begins with Moses 
receiving the Torah from “Sinai”, rather than 
with the story of communal divine 
revelation.  By beginning in this way the 
Mishnah describes the Torah’s primary 
focus on human relationships…Ethics 
become the foundation for a covenantal 
relationship with the Divine.
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Leonard Kravtiz and Kerry Olitzky-

Men of the Great Assembly…By 
including the men of the Great 
Assembly in the chain of tradition, 
the rabbis found a paradigm for 
their own work.  Just as the men 
of the Great Assembly had to 
explain the meaning of Torah, the 
rabbis would also interpret what 
the Torah meant generation by 
generation.

Chaim Stern

Moses received Torah- not the 
whole Torah but only as much as 
he was capable of taking in.  Each 
generation receives Torah 
according to their varying 
capacities.



Three Pillars Make a Firm Base

1:2 Shimon the Righteous was 
from the remnants of the Great 
Assembly.  He would say, “On 
three things the world stands: on 
the Torah, on the [temple] service 
and on acts of lovingkindness. 

Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says, 
“On three things the world stands: 
on judgment, on truth and on 
peace, as it is said (Zechariah 
8:16) ‘Judge truth and the justice 
of peace in your gates.’”



Three Pillars Make a Firm Base

1:2 Shimon the Righteous was from the remnants 
of the Great Assembly.  He would say, “On three 
things the world stands: on the Torah, on the 
[temple] service and on acts of lovingkindness. 

Chaim Stern-the three fundamentals 
given here are revelation, spiritual 
inwardness, and love of neighbor.  
And they are interrelated. 

18- Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says, “On three 
things the world stands: on judgment, on truth 
and on peace, as it is said (Zechariah 8:16) 
‘Judge truth and the justice of peace in your 
gates.’”

CS- The world sustains itself by 
obedience to law, but that is not 
enough, for the judgement of law 
must be a judgment of truth.  And 
even that is not enough: law and 
truth will not sustain the world 
unless there is also peace (after 
Vitry)



Three Pillars Make a Firm Base

1:2 Shimon the Righteous was from the 
remnants of the Great Assembly.  He would say, 
“On three things the world stands: on the Torah, 
on the [temple] service and on acts of 
lovingkindness. 

Rami Shapiro-Shimon Hatzadik was 
among the last of the Great 
Assembly.  He used to say the world 
rests on three things: on wisdom, on 
surrender, on compassion. 

Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says, “On three 
things the world stands: on judgment, on truth 
and on peace, as it is said (Zechariah 8:16) 
‘Judge truth and the justice of peace in your 
gates.’”

R.S.- Rabbi Shimon ben Gamliel 
teaches, three things ensure the 
world’s survival: justice, truth, and 
peace, as it is said, “Speak truth, 
establish peace, and render honest 
judgments in your gates (Zech. 8:16)



The Relationships You Learn From 

6- Yeshoshua ben Perachiah and 
Natai of Arvel received from them.  
Yohoshua ben Perachiah says, 
“Make for yourself a mentor, 
acquire for yourself a friend and 
judge every person as 
meritorious.” 

16- Rabban Gamliel says, “Make 
yourself a mentor, remove 
yourself from doubt and do not 
frequently tithe by estimation.” 
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6- Yeshoshua ben Perachiah and Natai of Arvel received 
from them.  Yohoshua ben Perachiah says, “Make for 
yourself a mentor, acquire for yourself a friend and judge 
every person as meritorious.” 

Avot d’Rabi Natan- a teacher to learn 
from- a friend to study with.
Chaim Stern- there is no teaching 
without learning, and learning is as 
much a creative act as teaching. The 
student makes the teacher..
A friend-for a real friend is not easily 
acquired.  The coinage paid is effort, 
interest, responsiveness and 
tolerance. 

16- Rabban Gamliel says, “Make 
yourself a mentor, remove yourself 
from doubt and do not frequently 
tithe by estimation.”

Meiri- One should not render 
decisions by guesswork or conjecture 
but by careful examination or by 
consulting others.
Chaim Stern- Gamaliel urges us 
towards clarity of thought and 
purpose.  



The Relationships You Learn From 

6- Yeshoshua ben Perachiah and Natai of Arvel
received from them.  Yohoshua ben Perachiah
says, “Make for yourself a mentor, acquire for 
yourself a friend and judge every person as 
meritorious.” 

RS- Yehoshuah ben Perachyah
teaches, “make yourself worthy of 
a teacher, secure for yourself a 
friend, and judge everyone 
favorably”

16- Rabban Gamliel says, “Make yourself a 
mentor, remove yourself from doubt and do not 
frequently tithe by estimation.” 

RS- Rabban Gamliel used to say, 
“Get for yourself a teacher.  Free 
yourself from doubt.  Do not 
guess when tithing.”


