
Shir Tikvah MLK Day of Service Action 
The pandemic is causing terrible suffering and hitting some harder than others. Starting on 

Friday, 1/15, we're collecting items and donations to help the Ugandan immigrant 

community living in Waltham and neighboring communities.  

 

For several years, Martin Luther King Day has been celebrated as a National Day of 

Service. This year the Presidential Inaugural Committee  is calling on “all Americans to unite 

and serve at a time when the global pandemic calls on all of us to work together and support 

our communities.”  

 

Shir Tikvah members decided to answer the call and we’re inviting you to join in our Day of 

Service event to collect items for Africano (africanowaltham.org), a nonprofit that serves the 

many Ugandan immigrant families in Waltham and the surrounding area. Member Joan 

Atlas, a longtime supporter of Africano, knows firsthand how these families have been 

severely affected by the pandemic, suffering job losses, illness, food insecurity and housing 

insecurity. Your donations will make a meaningful difference. 
 

What are we collecting? 

(1) Non-perishable food and household supplies, such as paper towels and baby diapers 

(Any non-perishable foods will be accepted, but see below for preferred items.) 

(2) New or clean, gently used winter hats, gloves/mittens, scarves, shawls and socks; and 

new face masks and rubber gloves. 

(3) Gift cards to BJ's, Costco or Market Basket ($10 amounts are fine. Every bit helps!) 

(4) Cash donations:  

• Online at africanowaltham.org  

• Checks made out to African Cultural Services and  

How do I donate items? 

Bag your items and drop them off at the home of Joan Atlas (Winchester) or Sherry Reisner 
(Arlington) between Friday 1/15 and Sunday 1/24. (Email Joan or Sherry for address info). 
Have donations, but can’t drop them off?  Send an email to TikkunOlam@shir-tikvah.org by the 
evening of Wednesday, 1/13, and a Temple member will arrange to pick them up. 
 

One last thing... 
The Presidential Inaugural Committee (PIC) motivated us to do this special collection. To show your 

support for their effort, please sign up for our Food and Winter Clothing Drive for Africano 

Waltham on PIC’s Mobilize site. This will allow PIC to tally the number of volunteers associated with 

their initiative. It will also help us communicate with you. And you’ll be able to see other PIC/Day of 

Service events in our area.  

 

Please share our sign up link with your friends! 

 

Questions? Contact Joan Atlas at joanatlas@shir-tikvah.org 

Thank you! 
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Preferred Foods and Household Supplies: 

Foods 

Canned or dry beans 

White/Basmati rice 

 Spices: turmeric, ginger 

Honey 

Sugar 

Cooking oil  

Cereal  

Corn flour 

Tomato paste 

Acceptable perishables: Oranges, lemons,onions, potatoes  

Household Supplies 

Baby diapers  

Baby formula 

Paper towels 

Toilet paper  

Dish soap  

Hand soap 

 

  
 

 

 


