
THERE ARE A NUMBER  
OF WAYS TO GIVE
PLEDGE: Pledge your gift now by com-
pleting the required information on the 
enclosed envelope and returning it to 
Temple Shir Tikvah. Pledges may be paid 
by check, credit card, or on our website. 

SECURITIES: Gifts of stock or other securi-
ties are welcome. Such gifts not only 
benefit Temple Shir Tikvah, but may also 
provide additional tax advantages to 
donors, especially appreciated securities. 
Contact Dan Raizen, VP Development, at 
vpdevelopment@shir-tikvah.org for 
specific transfer instructions.

MORE QUESTIONS  
ABOUT GIVING?
Contact the Chai Co-Chair:
Dan Raizen at  
vpdevelopment@shir-tikvah.org

PLEASE MAKE 
YOUR GIFT TODAY
BY MAIL: Send your gift in the enclosed envelope. 
ONLINE: Go to www.shir-tikvah.org/chai 

Temple Shir Tikvah 
34 Vine Street • Winchester, MA 01890 
781-729-1263 
 www.shir-tikvah.org

“ Donations to the Chai Fund help sustain us as a community  
and as human beings. It creates a more just and whole world for 
tomorrow. Please join us by making your gift today.” 

—Jerilyn Heinold, Past Temple President 2019–2021  

“ Shir Tikvah is a very special Jewish congregation that matches my 
values.  It has made it possible for me to get connected to a won-
derful community of friends as I find meaningful Jewish experiences. 
And because I know that membership dues don’t really cover what 
it takes to create and maintain this rich community, I make it a 
priority to contribute each year to the Chai Campaign.” 

—Bonnie Newman, Community Member  

HOW MUCH SHOULD I GIVE?
You can make a donation to Chai at any one of the following levels.  
We appreciate your support.

Shalom ($1 to $180) Chai ($1,081 to $2,160)
Mitzvah ($181 to $540) King Solomon ($2,161 to $5,400)
Mensch ($541 to $1,080) Queen Esther ($5,401+)

ANNUAL 
CHAI FUND
2021–2022



DEAR TEMPLE SHIR TIKVAH COMMUNITY,

Thirty-six years ago, 33 families decided to form a new 
Jewish congregation—one that would be open to 
interfaith families, foster community and spiritual 
growth, and nurture and care for one another.

In Jewish numerology, the number 18 stands for life 
because the letters that spell the word “chai” (the 

Hebrew word for “life”) add up to 18. So this year, our 36th, is a special year—we 
are doubly chai. We are alive and vibrant: 380 households strong, spanning over 
three dozen towns. We are strong enough that during the height of the pandemic, 
we continued to provide a warm, welcoming community, full of spirituality, social 
connection, education, celebration, and comfort, despite being fully remote.

This year, we will keep building on our strengths. As we reopen our building, we’ll 
be using new technology that makes it possible for simultaneous remote and 
in-person participation in services and lifecycle events—bringing our beautiful 
sanctuary back into everyone’s lives. Our membership keeps growing steadily, 
committees are up and running, Learning Corps is back in full swing, and we 
have b’nei mitzvahs planned for nearly every weekend.

But our community is sustained by more than goodwill and energy. Each year, 
we ask you to donate to the annual Chai campaign, to keep us financially  
strong, breathing life into our community. Chai donations allow us to help with 
the cost of membership and tuition, so that everyone who chooses can be part 
of our community. 

Thank you to all of you who have given to the Chai campaign in the past.  
Because so many of you contribute, we can keep Shir Tikvah open to all who 
want to join, regardless of financial circumstance. Every donation helps; so 
please consider contributing even if you cannot give a large amount. 

We would love to have participation from every member. I hope each of you will 
join me in supporting Chai in this special, double-chai year.

Amy Travis
Temple President 

KEEPING US TOGETHER…

THE PURPOSE OF CHAI 

The major purpose of the Annual Chai Fund is to keep dues and tuition afford-
able so that we can welcome all who wish to join our Jewish community.  More 
than ever, especially through these tumultuous times, many of us have come to 
appreciate how important Shir Tikvah is in our lives—providing a steady pres-
ence spiritually, socially and emotionally.

THE ANNUAL CHAI FUND—ENSURING WE CONTINUE TO  
THRIVE & REMAIN INCLUSIVE WHEN IT MATTERS MOST

How do we make sure that our spiritual home will be here for us tomorrow, and 
for our children? How do we support our culture of inclusion especially during 
these difficult pandemic times?  

We do it through the Annual Chai Fund.

Our temple has participated in giving to the Annual Chai Fund with donations 
that range from $18 to over $10,000 and totaling nearly $140,00 last year.  This is 
in addition to generous contributions to other funds!

We are a giving community!

Our Board and our clergy have been strong supporters of the Annual Chai Fund. 
We also receive donations to Chai from family and friends of our temple mem-
bers.  Chai donations enable us to “live” our values today so that tomorrow is a 
more just and whole world.  Join us by making your gift today.

—Dan Raizen, VP Development & Chai Co-Chair and Cliff Manko, Chai Co-Chair

“ There are so many pressures on families these days that have been 
made worse by the pandemic. Chai is our community’s expression of 
compassion and generosity. It enables individuals and families to  
partake fully in our Learning Corps, and all aspects of our community.”

“ Your generous donations to the chai campaign have helped us create 
and sustain our innovative Learning Corps. Over the past 10 years 
we’ve designed a place where the children of Shir Tikvah can learn 
from and alongside adult members of our temple, discovering how 
they can take an authentic and meaningful role in our community.  
Our creative and engaging teachers help students ask important 
questions and collaborate with each other, learning from our past in 
order to develop an innate responsibility to help repair our world.”

WE'RE COUNTING ON YOU TO SUPPORT THE 
COUNTLESS WAYS WE COME TOGETHER!

—From Linda Singer-Berk, Temple Administrator

—Bailee Star, Education Director

Did you know….?

88 families were helped with membership abatements.

28 families were helped with abatements for school tuition.

Chai also helps to subsidize programs so that finances are  
not an impediment to participation, for example, in our Women’s 
Connection programs, or on our Camping trip among others.


