
  

 

 

 

What is a Prayer Vigil? 

A Prayer Vigil is an interfaith gathering to let the immigrants detained at the 

South Bay Detention Center know that they have not been forgotten. The vigil 

includes brief prayers and songs led by clergy from many congregations.  

The December 9th vigil is sponsored by The Paulist Center, which will be joined 

by members of Temple Shir Tikvah and other congregations that are standing 

up for the human rights of immigrants. All ages are welcome. 
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What happens at a Prayer Vigil? We will meet on the sidewalk on Bradston 

Street (see “Vigil Starts Here” on map) for an opening song and prayer, and to go 

over the goals of the vigil.  

We will walk together around the corner and along the Mass Ave Connector. There 

is often a group of people using drugs in this area. Our group is able to pass by 

without any difficulty. However, please contact Beth at bethsoltzberg@gmail.com if 

you would like to talk over any concerns about what you or your kids might see.  

We will walk up several stairs to a pedestrian overpass. From the overpass, we are 

able to see people through the detention center windows, and they can see us. 

People will crowd the windows and we can wave to each other and hold up signs. 

Bring: Dress warmly for the weather. We will be outside for an hour. 

Bring signs with simple, positive messages in large letters so that they can be seen in 

the detention center: “We remember you,” “No human being is illegal,” “Keep 

families together,” “We care about you.” Consider using Google translator to 

translate signs into Spanish, Portuguese, Swahili. Passing cars will also see our signs 

and it is good to let them know that we are protesting this mass detention. Consider 

bringing a small pair of binoculars so that you can read the notes that detainees 

hold up to the windows. 

Getting there: There is limited street parking along Bradston, South Bay and 

Topeka streets (see map). Carpooling is encouraged. It is about a 15 minute walk 

(0.7 miles) from the Andrew Station on the Red Line.  

Important Information about the Prayer Vigil  


