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Law & Order:  
Rockets and Riots,  

Lies and Deceit 
Operation “Guardians of the Wall” 

By Rabbi Eliot Pearlson 

 

1. Is this an appropriate time and place,  

on Shavuot, to talk politics”?  

This is not politics.  

This is defending our People.  
 

2. On Shavuot? – “Lev Echad K-Eish Echad” 

we must by united with Israel 
 

3. Shavuot: Holiday of the Land-Harvest. 

LAND! Land of Israel! 
 

4. “Torat Yisrael, Ahm Yisrael, Eretz Yisrael 

Chad hu”. The Torah of Israel, the People 

of Israel and the Land of Israel are all ONE 

ENTITY, a three-legged stool. 



Why Riots and War Now? 
 

1. Riding the seasonal, religious fervor of Ramadan. 
 

2. Jerusalem municipal courts ruled to evict Palestinian residents the 

court deemed were illegally living on Jewish-owned land in the Sheikh 

Jarrah neighborhood.  
 

3. Jerusalem Day Celebrations. 
 

4. Israel’s Supreme Court delayed a hearing on the case amid rising 

tensions. 
 

5. P.A. leader Mahmoud Abbas abruptly canceled elections scheduled 

this month—some 15 years into his 4-year term. 
 

6. Hamas inspired and encouraged the violence on the street to portray 

itself as the “Defender of Jerusalem”. 
 

7. Hamas miscalculated that the instability of the Israeli political arena 

would work in its favor. 
 

Hamas DEMANDS: 

a. Release all those detained in recent riots. 

b. No Israelis allowed to enter Al-Aqsa Mosque. 

c. No eviction of families from the Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood. 
 

The ‘Showdown’ Between Hamas and The P.A. 
1. Eastern Jerusalem is the best arena for Hamas to ‘flex its muscles’, 

since it shows “the Arab Street” – ‘Hamas has a higher concern of 

defending the Islamic holy sites and Arab residents than the P.A.’. 

2. Hamas succeeded in embarrassing the P.A. and Abbas by portraying 

them as incapable of defending Jerusalem and the holy sites. 

3. Hamas has challenged Israel’s claim to Jerusalem and presented an 

ultimatum to Israel to withdraw its forces from the Temple Mount. 

This is a new development since Hamas’s arena previously was solely 

Gaza. 



4. Hamas initiated violence has put a halt to Israeli-Arab integration into 

the Ruling Government with the new participation of Arab parties in 

the political arena. Israel cannot be called an Apartheid State if Arabs 

are members of the ruling government.  

 

 
 

A pro-Hamas poster featuring the heads HAMAS, and not the PA, 

in front of the Dome of the Rock on May 13, 2021 



  

 
 

Friday mob scene on the Temple Mount (May 14) before Riots.  

Note: No Palestinian flags, only HAMAS Flags. 



What Is Sheikh Jarah? 

1. Sheikh Jarah is the Arab name of a historically Jewish neighborhood 

called “Shimon HaTzadik” named after the burial place of the famed 

rabbi of the Sanhedrin that is found here. Proving Jewish presence 

since 350 BCE.  

2. A small Jewish community lived there until 1948 until Jordan forced 

them out. 

 
A Jewish home overlooking the Burial Cave of Rabbi Shimon HaTzadik, circa 1916 

3. A 50 year long civil property dispute has been raging over the 7 small 

houses on 4 acres that surround the grave of RABBI SHIMON 

HATZADIK.  



 
Aerial photograph of The Shepherds Hotel (circa 1940) proving  

NO Arab buildings in the vicinity. 

4. It has been brought to numerous civil courts and appellate processes 

and each time evidence has proven it is a Jewish own property for 

150 years.  

5. Ownership and property deeds were obtained during the Ottoman 

Rule in 1875 and were uncontested by local Arabs. The property was 

registered in the Ottoman Land Registry to the Jewish Community.  



 

6. The court agreement both sides were equally displeased (The Jewish 

litigant were displeased because the Arabs were not kicked out of the 

property, and the Arabs were displeased because they had to pay rent 

whereas before as squatters they did not).  
 

7. The Arabs paid rent as agreed, for a few years and then stopped, 

claiming they had been coerced into signing.  
 

8. The process returned to Civil court. Four times appealed, even to 

higher courts, each time denied.  



9. The same court has a 45% rate of siding with Arabs over Jews in other 

cases. That is statistically very fair. Especially since they are only 20% 

of the general population.  
 

10. This was not about politics. It was about squatters and the legal 

system. 
 

11.  International pressure was mounting for the State to overturn 5 

court rulings based on the ethnicity of the parties and not legal status.  

Rioting in Israeli Communities  
In “mixed Communities” like Acco, Yaffo, Ramle, Lod, violent Arab 

rioters poured into the streets. 

 

Mayor Yair Revivo: 
 “This is Kristallnacht in Lod… Synagogues have 

been burned. Hundreds of cars set alight. Hundreds 

of Arab thugs are roaming the streets…” 
 
 

  

Cars set afire by rioters. Only Jewish-owned cars were set aflame.  

Arab neighbors knew who owned eached car. 



  

In Acro, a Jewish-owned van was torched. In the backround, is a Muslim  

Minnaret and to its left, a Christian Church. 

 

  

Torah’s being carried out from a destroyed synaoguge in Lod. 



Lies and Injuries in Gaza 

1. Rockets fired at Israel by Hamas that fell short within the Gaza Strip 

killing 17 residents preceding IDF operations. 

2. Of the 1,750 missiles fired into Israel, more than 350 errant rockets 

have fallen on Arab populated areas. 20% of all rockets land in Gaza. 

Since fired from civilian areas, casualties are closest to the launch 

sites.  

3. In 2014 explosions at the Al-Shifa hospital and Al-Shati refugee 

camp were blamed initially on Israel. Later proven to be caused by 

Palestinian misfires from the roofs nearby. 

4. A failed Hamas rocket fell short Tuesday evening destroying power 

lines, cutting off more than 230,000 residents from electricity. 

  

False Media 

1. At the ‘AP Tower’ their journalists never reported rockets launched 

right next door to their building.  

2. They claim to not know that the first 3 floors were leased by Hamas. 

3. They know what is happening all over Gaza, except in their own 

building? 

 

 

 

 

 



The U.S. and International Response 

 
Hady Amr, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Israel and  

Palestinian Affairs - President Biden’s “Special Envoy”. 

Order of Executive Authority 

1.  Secretary of State 

2.  Deputy Secretary of State 

3.  Under Secretary of State 

4.  Assistant Under-Secretary of State 

5.  Deputy Assistant Under-Secretary of State 

 

Compare to President Nixon sending Secretary of State 

Henry Kissinger, President Clinton sending Colin 

Powell, President Obama sent Senator George Mitchel. 

 



Shouts, a hurried evacuation,  

and then the bombs came. 
By FARES AKRAM 

 
 

A building housing AP office and other media in Gaza City that was 

destroyed after Israeli warplanes demolished it, Saturday, May 15, 

2021. The airstrike Saturday came roughly an hour after the Israeli 

military ordered people to evacuate the building. There was no 

immediate explanation for why the building was targeted. (AP 

Photo/Hatem Moussa)  

 

Lie #1: Israelis knew, as did residents of the building, that Hamas 

was using entire floors for terrorist activities.   

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip (AP) — My colleagues’ shouts awakened 

me, and the pounding of my heart drowned out the racing of my 

mind. What was happening? Had someone been injured on the 

streets of Gaza City, or worse? 

It was 1:55 p.m. on Saturday. I had been napping on the upper floor 

of the two-floor penthouse that served as The Associated Press’ 

offices in Gaza City since 2006. This was not unusual in recent 

days; since fighting began earlier this month, I had been sleeping in 

our news bureau until early afternoon, then working through the 

night. 

I hurried downstairs and saw my colleagues donning helmets and 

protective vests. They were shouting: “Evacuation! Evacuation!” 

The Israeli military, I would learn later, had targeted our building 

for destruction and offered up a brief advance warning: They had 

taken out three buildings so far this week, warning residents and 



occupants sometimes minutes beforehand to get out. Hurriedly, I 

was told: You have 10 minutes. 

Ten minutes starting at 1:55pm yet, in the headline he admits it was 

an hour.  

What did I need? I grabbed my laptop and a few other pieces of 

electronics. What else? I looked at the workspace that had been 

mine for years, brimming with mementos from friends, family, and 

colleagues. I chose just a handful: a decorative plate bearing a 

picture of my family. A coffee mug given me by my daughter, now 

living safely in Canada with her sister and my wife since 2017. A 

certificate marking five years of employment at AP. 

I started to leave. Then I looked back at this place that had been my 

second home for years. I realized this was the last time I might ever 

see it. It was just after 2:00 p.m. I looked around. I was the last 

person there. 

He left the building within 5 minutes from a dead sleep. This proves 

Israel gave enough time to escape, 5 minutes is enough. Israelis 

have 40-80 seconds to find shelter after the sirens go off.  

I put on my helmet. And I ran. 

After the most unsettling of days in the community where I was 

born and raised and now cover the news — in the place where my 

mother and siblings and cousins and uncles live — I am home now. 

I wish I could say I am safe here, but I can’t. In Gaza, there is no 

safe place. 

On Friday, an airstrike destroyed my family farm on the northern 

edge of Gaza. And now, my Gaza City office — the place that I 

thought was sacrosanct and would go untargeted because both AP 

and Al-Jazeera’s offices were located on its top floors — is a pile of 

rubble and girders and dust. 



“Sacrosanct”. This is why Hamas placed their office there, as a 

human AND political  shield.   

Many Gazans have fared worse. At least 145 of us have been killed 

since Monday, when Hamas began firing hundreds of rockets into 

Israel, which has pounded the Gaza Strip with strikes. 

When a journalist uses the term “US” – he is showing blatant 

unprofessionalism. Any reports from the “journalist” should be 

highly scrutinized for accuracy and bias.  

In Israel, eight people have been killed, including a man killed by a 

rocket that hit in Ramat Gan, a suburb of Tel Aviv, on Saturday. 

In our building, the clock in my head felt deafening as I ran out of 

the office. I ran down the 11 floors of stairs and into the basement 

parking garage. Suddenly I realized: My car was the only one there. 

All others had evacuated. I threw my belongings in the back, 

jumped in, and drove off. 

When I felt I was far enough away, I parked the car and got out, 

making sure I had a view of my building. I found my colleagues 

nearby. They were watching, waiting for what was next. 

Nearby, our building’s owner was on the phone with the Israeli 

military officer who had told him to get the place evacuated. The 

owner was begging for a bit more time. No, he was told. That won’t 

be possible. Instead, he was told: Go back into the building and 

make sure everyone’s out. You have 10 minutes. You’d better 

hurry. 

This is the SECOND 10-minute warning. This proves that Israel 

DID give an additional evacuation time.  

I turned toward our building to watch. I was praying that maybe, 

maybe it wouldn’t happen. I thought of the families that lived on the 

upper five floors of the building, below the media bureaus and 

https://apnews.com/article/israel-west-bank-gaza-middle-east-israel-palestinian-conflict-7974cc0c03897b8b21e5fc2f8c7d8a79
https://apnews.com/article/israel-west-bank-gaza-middle-east-israel-palestinian-conflict-7974cc0c03897b8b21e5fc2f8c7d8a79


above the offices on the lower floors. What would they do? Where 

would they go? 

Other journalists clustered around, just at the edge of safety, steeled 

for what was next. My intrepid video colleagues tended to their live 

shot. 

Then, in quick succession over the next eight minutes: a small drone 

airstrike, followed by another and another. And then three powerful 

airstrikes from F-16s. 

At first, it looked like layers of something collapsing. I thought of a 

bowl of potato chips, and what might happen if you slammed a fist 

into them. Then the smoke and dust enveloped everything. The sky 

rumbled. And the building that was home to some people, an office 

to others and both to me disappeared in a shroud of dust. 

In my pocket, I still had a key to a room that no longer existed. 

This is a blatant shout-out to Palestinians, a nuance missed by 

Westerners. Palestinians carry old-fashioned skeleton keys to 

demonstrations claiming they are proof of their ownership of homes 

abandoned in Israel in 1948. 

___ 

Standing with my colleagues about 400 meters (yards) away, I 

watched for a while and tried to process it all as the rubble started to 

settle. White smoke was overtaken by thick clouds of black smoke 

as the structure crumbled. Dust and pieces of cement and shards of 

glass scattered everywhere. What we knew so well was gone. 

I thought of all of my hundreds of mementos that were now in 

splinters — including the 20-year-old cassette recorder I used when 

I first became a journalist. If I had had an hour, I would have 

grabbed everything. 



It was one of the most horrible scenes I have ever witnessed. But 

while I was deeply sad, there was gratitude, too — as far as I knew, 

no people had been hurt — neither any of my colleagues nor 

anybody else. That would be confirmed in the coming hours, as 

more information came out and my bosses at AP condemned an 

attack that “shocked and horrified” them. 

I wondered how long I should stay and watch. It was then that my 

years of instinct kicked in — the instinct of covering so much 

violence and sadness in the place that is my home. 

Our building was gone and would not be coming back. Already, 

other things were happening that I needed to cover. You must 

realize: We journalists, we are not the story. The priority for us is 

not ourselves. It is to tell the stories of other people, those who are 

living their lives in the communities we cover. 

This article proves the opposite. And the fact that the AP has it on 

their website, not under OPINIONS but rather alongside NEWS 

UPDATES is very disturbing journalistically.  

So, I spent a few more moments watching the end of the place that 

shaped so much of my life. And then I began to wake up from this 

nightmare. 

I said to myself: It has been done. Now let’s figure out what to do 

next. Let’s keep covering it all. This is history, and there are more 

stories to tell. And like always, as the world shakes around us, it is 

up to us to figure out how. 

___ 

Fares Akram is a journalist in Gaza for The Associated Press. 



 

 

Hamas rockets from northern Gaza 

launched at Israeli civilians in Ashkelon. 
 


