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If you will, please return with me to a galaxy far, far away… 
 

The Wise Child: Princess Leia  
Wisdom in Judaism is, in part, about opting into community. Princess Leia is, in the end, a visionary 
who leads from within the midst of the community (unlike her brother Luke, who is more powerful 
with the Force but chooses isolation and thereby diminishes his influence). 

Leia’s power comes from the relationships that she builds, and from her respect for tradition, peace, 
and goodness. 

The Wicked Child: Kylo Ren 
The medieval sage Maimonides teaches that to be human is to be made up of many tendencies: good 
and evil, generous and stingy, cruel and merciful (Mishneh Torah Hilchot, Deot 1:1). 

Kylo Ren is not wholly evil, his wickedness the result of his feeling like an outsider, and of his 
longing for recognition and validation. He seeks to satisfy these needs from the wrong powers (i.e. 
Supreme Leader Snoke and the Emperor) until, ultimately, he is able to turn inward, find the 
wellspring of his own goodness, and do the right thing. 

The Simple Child: Finn 
This is the most imperfect of the four designations, because Finn is, in fact, far from simple. He is a 
brave and thoughtful character who doesn’t get nearly enough attention in the movies. (Hey, J.J. 
Abrams, are you listening?) Like the Simple Child, though, Finn initially does not make decisions for 
himself. Having been kidnapped and raised to be a soldier, he knows nothing but the life of a 
Stormtrooper. 

Like the Simple Child in the Haggadah, though, Finn’s determination compels him to ask questions, 
and it is his questioning – of himself, his role, and the First Order – that allows him to grow. As Finn 
begins to consider his own values, he removes his helmet and ultimately joins the Resistance. 

 
 



The Child Who Does Not Know How to Ask: Rey 

The fourth child has not yet begun to ask questions. Like Rey throughout her childhood, the Child 
Who Does Not Know How to Ask sits silently at the seder table, waiting to be taught. 

Rey wants to help; she is good at heart and has a sense of her potential to do good, but she doesn’t 
know how to begin to get the answers. Instead, she waits on her home world for someone to show 
up and teach her. 

Once the Resistance finds her – and especially once she finds a teacher in Leia – Rey’s potential is 
unleashed, leading her to become a powerful force for righteousness in the galaxy. Hers is a lesson 
about the power of education and the importance of ensuring that everyone has access to learning. 

Chag Pesach Sameach, happy Passover – and may the Force be with you! 
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