May 8, 2020

Best Practices to Preserve Health and Life
Recommendations from the religious leaders of the Tampa Bay Jewish Community
Despite the easing of Florida restrictions upon holding public gatherings, we, the
undersigned clergy who serve the Tampa Bay Jewish community, strongly recommend
against the resumption through the end of the summer of in-person communal worship
services and programs in our communities, with the possible exception of preschools
and summer day-camps.

There are several reasons for this recommendation. First, the Coronavirus pandemic has
not yet abated. New cases, hospitalizations and deaths from the virus are occurring in
large numbers daily. Second, scientific experts have made it clear that personal contact
spreads the disease. Third, we Jews are heirs to a religious tradition that teaches that the
preservation of human life is an obligation that supersedes all other obligations
including religious observance and worship services.

We remain committed, however, to serving the members of our respective
congregations as well as those in the larger Jewish and general communities by
providing worship and pastoral services remotely and guiding and participating with
our staff and volunteers in their efforts to remotely provide educational programming
for children and adults. We believe that even while staying at home, we and our
members can continue to nurture a sense of community connection, and help our
synagogues continue to fulfill the role assigned to them by our tradition. We will
remain places of learning, places of worship and celebration, places that nurture the
performance of deeds of kindness, and places of consolation and comfort as well.

We will carefully monitor the situation, and we will review and possibly revise our
recommendations as the pandemic dictates. We will encourage the opening of the doors
of our synagogues and community centers, as soon as the scientific community has
determined that is truly safe to do so; but, out of an abundance of caution, not before
then.
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