
Chag Sameach!  Happy Passover!

This Digital Haggadah accompanies the video from Temple 
Beth-El, St. Petersburg, with Rabbi Michael Torop and Barbara 
Mazer Gross leading the seder.

You may download this PDF haggadah and use it on a digital 
device (tablet, etc.) or use the Powerpoint Version to show 
on a large screen as you enjoy the seder experience.
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Signposts for the Seder

We review briefly 
the order of the 
Seder by singing 
the medieval 
poem by Rabbenu 
Shmuel of Falaise 
(France) that 
summarizes the 
Signposts of the 
Seder ("Kadesh 
Urkhatz"). 

Now is a good 
time to preview 
this year's 
Seder's "coming 
attractions," 
announce the 
menu, thank those 
who prepared, 
and introduce 
the participants. 
Invite people 
to add their 
own questions, 
comments and 
songs.

Kadesh First Cup and Kiddush

 Urkhatz   First handwashing

Karpas First dipping: vegetables and dips

 Yakhatz Breaking the middle matza

Maggid Exodus Storytelling 

 Rakhtza Second handwashing

Motzi First blessing over the matza

 Matza Second blessing over the matza

Maror Second dipping: maror in haroset   

 Korekh Hillel sandwich

Shulkhan Orekh  Festive meal

 Tzafun  Afikoman (dessert) 

Barekh Birkat HaMazon (blessing after eating) and Third Cup 

 Hallel Psalms of Praise and Fourth Cup  

Nirtza  Concluding poem, songs and "Next Year in Jerusalem"

All sing:

|   K i d d u s h   |   K a r p a s   |   Ya k h a t z   |   M a g g i d   |   M a t z a   |   M a r o r   |   D i n n e r   |   A f i k o m a n   |   B i r k a t   |   E l i j a h   |   H a l l e l   |   S o n g s   |   N e x t  Ye a r   |

This symbol 

indicates a musical 

selection in the 

accompanying 

video.
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S A N C T I F Y I N G  T I M E

The Kiddush sanctifies 
not the wine, but the 
holiday. On Pesach we 
dedicate ourselves to 
– “Remember the Day 
of your Exodus from 
Egypt” (Exodus 13:3). 

Don’t pour for yourself 
is the tradition tonight.  
At our banquet of 
liberation, let others 
fill your glass and you 
offer to pour for them. 

When Seder falls 
on Friday night, 
we add the texts in 
shaded font and in 
parentheses in the 
body of the Kiddush 
to commemorate the 
Creation of the World 
as well. 

Stand to recite the 
Kiddush, then recline 
to the left to drink the 
wine.

When Passover night 
falls on Saturday 
night we add a special 
Havdalah.
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There was evening and there was morning, and the sixth day was over. 
The sky and the earth and all their contents were completed.
On the seventh day God completed all the work. God ceased on Shabbat 
from all activity. God blessed the seventh day and declared it holy, 
because on that day God ceased from all the work of creation. (Genesis 2:1-3)

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the Universe, 

who creates the fruit of the vine.

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the Universe, 

who has chosen us from among the nations and the languages, 

sanctifying us by your mitzvot. 

Lovingly, You have given us [Shabbat for rest and] festivals for 

happiness, including today - [the Shabbat and] the Holiday of 
the Matzot, the season of our liberation, a sacred day to gather 

together and to commemorate the Exodus from Egypt. 

For You have chosen us and sanctified us among the nations. 

You have granted us [lovingly the Shabbat and] joyfully the holidays. 

Blessed are You, Adonai, who sanctifies [the Shabbat and] the people 

of Israel and the festivals.

Ba-rukh ata Adonai / 
/ Elo-hei-nu me-lekh ha-olam / 
/ bo-rei pree ha-gafen.

On Shabbat:

Barukh ata Adonai / Eloheinu Melekh 
ha-olam / asher ba-khar-banu mi-kol am 
/ v’rom’manu mi-kol lashon / v’ ki-d’shanu 
b’mitz-votav / va-ti-tein lanu Adonai 
Eloheinu b’ahava / (Shabbatot li-m’nu-kha 
oo) / moadim l’simkha, khagim uzmanim 
l’sason, et yom (HaShabbat hazeh v’et yom) 
/ Hag HaMatzot hazeh / z’man khei-ru-teinu 
/ (b’ahava) mikra kodesh 
/ zekher li-tzi-at Mitzraim. 
Ki vanu vakhar-ta / v’otanu ki-dashta mi-kol 
ha-amim / (v’Shabbat) u-moadei kodshekha 
/ (b’ahava uv’ratzon) / b’simkha uv’sason 
hin-khal-tanu. 
Barukh ata Adonai / mika-desh (HaShabbat 
v’) haz’ma-nim. 

Havdalah: When Seder falls on Saturday night:

Ba-rukh ata Adonai / Elo-hei-nu me-lekh ha-olam /  
/ she-he-khee-ya-nu / v’kee-ma-nu / v’hee-gee-anu / laz-man ha-ze.

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the Universe, who creates the lights of fire.
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the Universe, who differentiates between the holy and the secular, 
between light and darkness, between Israel and the other nations, between the seventh day and the six days 
of creation, between the sanctity of Shabbat and the sanctity of Yom Tov (the festivals). 
You sanctified the people of Israel with your holiness.
Blessed are You, Adonai, who differentiates between the holiness of Shabbat and the holiness of Yom Tov.

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the Universe, 

who has kept us alive and brought us to this happy moment in our lives.
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THE FIRST HANDWASHING

The ritual handwashing prepares us for eating 
finger foods, Karpas, the hors d’oeuvres of 
the Pesach banquet. Following the priestly 
tradition of washing hands before eating bread 
and even vegetables, the ritual handwashing is 
performed now in order to sanctify the eating of 
the Karpas. However, no blessing is said for this 
handwashing.
 
Ask for two volunteers: 
one to carry a pitcher of water and to pour 
water over each guest’s hands, and one to carry 
a basin and a towel. Having our hands washed 
by someone else is part of the Seder night 
experience of liberty and nobility.

: 2; 83*Urkhatz

THE FIRST DIPPING: SPRING GREENS

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, 

Ruler of the Universe, 

who creates the fruit of the earth.
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< 29 83 2=Karpas
Distribute Karpas (a vegetable, often spring 
greens), dip in salt water (or a tangy sauce), 
and recite the blessing. 

Originating from the Greek “karpos,” meaning 
“fruit of the soil,” this tradition borrows from 
the Greco-Roman symposium which always 
began with washing and dipping “karpos” 
accompanied by discussion. 

While some medieval rabbis strictly forbid 
eating more than an olive’s size of vegetable 
for Karpas, you may wish to revive the ancient 
custom of eating extensive appetizers – each 
with its own dip. 

Continue dipping and tasting various fresh 
vegetables and other appetizers during the 
Seder until sufficiently full to persevere during 
the extensive storytelling (Maggid), but not 
so full as to ruin one’s appetite for the matza 
eaten later.

Ba-rukh ata Adonai / Elo-hei-nu me-lekh ha-olam / bo-rei pree ha-ada-ma.



“With their provisions on their backs” 
Imagining Our Passage to Freedom

Continued >>

ʵ ʔʧʔʩ

Below is a Passover ritual and question guide inspired by the Syrian Seder tradition so that you can imagine yourself 
into the experience of Exodus. You can add it to the portion of your Seder when you split and hide the a!komen.

Yachatz Ritual – Breaking the Matzah for the A!komen

The Seder leader breaks the middle matzah and places the larger piece in a cloth or pillowcase to be hidden for the 
a!komen.

Seder leader:
In the next section of the Seder (maggid/telling the story) we will say:

.ʭ ʑʩ ʔy ʍʁ ʘ ʑʮ ʑʮ�ʠ ʕʁ ʕʩ�ʠ˒ʤ�˒˘ ʑʠ ʍʫ�ˣʮ ʍʁ ʔ̂ �ʺ ʓʠ�ʺˣʠ ʍy ʑʬ�ʭ ʕʣ ʕʠ�ʡʘʕʩ ʔʧ�ʸˣʣ ʕʥ�ʸˣː�ʬ ʕʫʘ ʍʡ
B’chol dor vador chayav adam lir’ot et atzmo k’ilu hu yatza mimitzrayim.

In every generation each person is required to view themselves as if they personally left Egypt. 
(Mishna – Pesachim 10:5)

Syrian Jews ful!ll this commandment by asking that each Seder participant take this bundle of matzah, place it on their 
shoulder, and recite the biblical verse that describes the moment when the Israelites assembled in the darkness with 
their meager provisions, poised and ready to "ee for their freedom.

����ʤ ख़ʝ ʓ́ ʖʮ�ʸ ४ ʔʡ ʍʣʘ ʑʫ�˒ फ़̍ ʕ̂ �ʬ ६ ʒʠ ʕy ʞ ʍ́ ʑʩʚʩʒh ʍʡ˒�ʟʭ ʙ ʕʮ ʍʫʝ ʑ́ ʚʬ ʔ̂ �ʭ फ़ ʕ̋ ˄ ʍʮʞ ʑ́ ʘ ʍʡ�ʺ ६ʖy ʗy ʍʁ �ʭ ॣ ʕ̋ ʖy ʏʠʝ ʍ́ ʑʮ����
… misharotam tzerurot besimlotam al shich’mam, uv’nei yisrael asoo kidvar moshe…

… with their bread-kneading bowls on their shoulders, the children of Israel did as Moses commanded…
(Exodus 12:35)

Imagine what it may have been like to be an Israelite in this moment. Gripping tightly to the few things you are bring 
with you – maybe a bowl carrying the bread that didn’t have time to rise, one change of clothes and a jug of water – you 
gather with your family in the darkness, hushing a crying baby, shu#ing close to the others so you don’t feel so scared, 
so alone.

Like a slave on the underground railroad, like a Jewish émigré waiting to board a ship in 1938, like a Mayan asylum seeker 
departing their village, like a Rohingya refugee crossing the Naf river to "ee genocide. 

What circumstances led you to this point? What does it feel like to run for your life?

In a moment I am going to ask each of you in turn to take this bundle of matzah, put it on your shoulders and imagine 

yourself at the precipice on !ight. What do you see? Who else is there? What does it smell like? What feelings are 

making themselves known in your body? When you receive the parcel, close your eyes, take a moment, and imagine 

yourself as an emigrant, a refugee – from Mitzrayim, from Mississippi, from Guatemala, from Burma.

In keeping with the Syrian Jewish ritual, each guest is asked three questions, in turn: “Where are you coming from? 

Where are you going? What are you carrying?”

Ritual Instructions: 

Model this ritual by going !rst. Pick up the parcel of matzah, pause to re"ect on what it would feel like to leave your home 

and "ee, and tell the guests around the table to ask you the three questions above. You may answer from the images that 

come to mind to you or use the traditional words, below. Then pass the parcel of matzah to your right, give the next guest 

a moment to imagine, and prompt those assembled to ask the questions. Repeat until all the guests have imagined and 

described themselves leaving slavery and "eeing to freedom. 

All assembled: “Where are you coming from?”

Guest: “Mimitzrayim – From Egypt”

All assembled: “Where are you going to?”

Guest: “Liyrushalayim – To Jerusalem”

All assembled: “What are you carrying?”

Guest: “Matzah U’maror – Matzah and Maror”

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION:

You can use these questions for a whole group conversation at the Seder or ask your guests to form pairs or triads for 

the conversation.
•   What did it feel like to imagine yourself experiencing the Exodus? Where you scared, excited, nervous?

•   What are some of the bene"ts of projecting yourself into someone else’s experience? What are the limitations  

or dangers?•   Rabbi Shai Held explains that, “One of the Torah’s central projects is to turn memory into empathy and moral 

responsibility. Appealing to our experience of defenselessness in Egypt, the Torah seeks to transform us into 

people who see those who are vulnerable and exposed rather than looking past them.” How did it feel to make the 

connection between the Jewish story and contemporary refugees? Did this exercise activate a sense of compassion? 

Outrage? Responsibility? How do you plan on responding to that sensibility?

OPTIONAL:

PAUSE THE VIDEO AND

READ THE COMMENT

ABOVE FROM SHAI HELD

AND DISCUSS …



HERE’S A LITTLE HUMOROUS VIDEO 

BREAK ON SEARCHING FOR THE 

MATZAH (click to play)

Michael

On YouTube you canfind a humorous take on the search for the Afikomen

https://youtu.be/wpzLKo3diWk






 47 

BEWARE OF SOPHISTICATION

One must keep one's distance from people who are 
wise in their own eyes and think they know great 
wisdoms of how to serve God. For all these are great 
foolishness and are not needed in order to worship 
the Creator. For the main thing is purely naivete, 
simplicity, and faith in God…even though simple ones 
must be sure not to act like fools. One can achieve 
great happiness through naivete, faith and complete 
simplicity.
Rebbe Nahman of Bratzlav, Ukraine, 19th C. 

Rony Oren, The Animated Haggadah, 1985

BACK TO ALEPH BET 
When a child learns the shapes of the Hebrew letters 
for the !rst time, there is a fresh revelation in Heaven 
concerning these letters. And this fresh revelation, 
occurring in Heaven through the child's learning of the 
letters, is drawn downwards, so the child draws down 
upon himself a fresh revelation as to the meaning of the 
shapes of the letters.
This is not the case with adults, who are too familiar 
with the shapes of the letters. When we look at them we 
are not learning anything new, so we do not have God 
teaching us anything directly. 
When the Talmud describes “children” who explain 
the mystical meanings in the shapes of the letters, it is 
actually referring to holy people who can still approach 
the text as children. They bring out new revelations 
even in the shape of the letters, and not just in the 
meaning of the text. They can still learn like children, 
and so are able to look at the alef and beth and gimmel 
and ask, “Why is the leg of the gimmel stretched out 
toward the dalet?”
Rabbi Kalonymus Kalman of Pieasezna, the Hasidic Rebbe of the 
Warsaw Ghetto

LOVE QUESTIONS WITHOUT 
ANSWERS LIKE LOCKED DOORS 

Be patient towards all that is unsolved in your heart and 
try to love the questions themselves like locked rooms 
and like books written in a foreign language.  Do not 
now look for the answers. They cannot now be given 
to you because you could not live them. It is a question 
of experiencing everything. At present you need to live 
the questions now. Perhaps you will gradually, without 
even noticing it, !nd yourself experiencing the answer, 
some distant day. 
Maria Rainer Rilke, Letters to a Young Poet, Austria,1922 

LOOSE CONNECTIONS

The simple child who is clueless about Judaism may 
have a "loose connection." The Jerusalem theater-
educator Joyce Klein once directed a musical play 
about Israeli teenagers  who have an unde!ned sense 
of Jewish identity, an amorphous question with no !rm 
answer. She was inspired by a house call by her Israeli 
electrician who was summoned to !x her "ickering 
light !xture. While standing on her dining room table 
examining the short circuit and the frayed wires, he 
pronounced his diagnosis: "You have a problem: Loose 
connections!" Then he began to philosophize: "Actually 
all of us Jews share that problem of loose connections, 
poor communication among people and a disrupted 
"ow of energy between our past and our future."
Joyce turned that insight into a performance in which 
a teenager is asked: "What connects you to the Jewish 
people?" 
"Perhaps holidays? Holocaust? Israel? Family? Ethics?" 
"I don't know," shrugged the teenager. 

Can you answer that simple yet profound 
question? To what do you connect?

 47 

BEWARE OF SOPHISTICATION

One must keep one's distance from people who are 
wise in their own eyes and think they know great 
wisdoms of how to serve God. For all these are great 
foolishness and are not needed in order to worship 
the Creator. For the main thing is purely naivete, 
simplicity, and faith in God…even though simple ones 
must be sure not to act like fools. One can achieve 
great happiness through naivete, faith and complete 
simplicity.
Rebbe Nahman of Bratzlav, Ukraine, 19th C. 

Rony Oren, The Animated Haggadah, 1985

BACK TO ALEPH BET 
When a child learns the shapes of the Hebrew letters 
for the !rst time, there is a fresh revelation in Heaven 
concerning these letters. And this fresh revelation, 
occurring in Heaven through the child's learning of the 
letters, is drawn downwards, so the child draws down 
upon himself a fresh revelation as to the meaning of the 
shapes of the letters.
This is not the case with adults, who are too familiar 
with the shapes of the letters. When we look at them we 
are not learning anything new, so we do not have God 
teaching us anything directly. 
When the Talmud describes “children” who explain 
the mystical meanings in the shapes of the letters, it is 
actually referring to holy people who can still approach 
the text as children. They bring out new revelations 
even in the shape of the letters, and not just in the 
meaning of the text. They can still learn like children, 
and so are able to look at the alef and beth and gimmel 
and ask, “Why is the leg of the gimmel stretched out 
toward the dalet?”
Rabbi Kalonymus Kalman of Pieasezna, the Hasidic Rebbe of the 
Warsaw Ghetto

LOVE QUESTIONS WITHOUT 
ANSWERS LIKE LOCKED DOORS 

Be patient towards all that is unsolved in your heart and 
try to love the questions themselves like locked rooms 
and like books written in a foreign language.  Do not 
now look for the answers. They cannot now be given 
to you because you could not live them. It is a question 
of experiencing everything. At present you need to live 
the questions now. Perhaps you will gradually, without 
even noticing it, !nd yourself experiencing the answer, 
some distant day. 
Maria Rainer Rilke, Letters to a Young Poet, Austria,1922 

LOOSE CONNECTIONS

The simple child who is clueless about Judaism may 
have a "loose connection." The Jerusalem theater-
educator Joyce Klein once directed a musical play 
about Israeli teenagers  who have an unde!ned sense 
of Jewish identity, an amorphous question with no !rm 
answer. She was inspired by a house call by her Israeli 
electrician who was summoned to !x her "ickering 
light !xture. While standing on her dining room table 
examining the short circuit and the frayed wires, he 
pronounced his diagnosis: "You have a problem: Loose 
connections!" Then he began to philosophize: "Actually 
all of us Jews share that problem of loose connections, 
poor communication among people and a disrupted 
"ow of energy between our past and our future."
Joyce turned that insight into a performance in which 
a teenager is asked: "What connects you to the Jewish 
people?" 
"Perhaps holidays? Holocaust? Israel? Family? Ethics?" 
"I don't know," shrugged the teenager. 

Can you answer that simple yet profound 
question? To what do you connect?



OPTIONAL CONVERSATION – THE ART OF THE FOUR CHILDREN – PAUSE THE VIDEO AND DISCUSS…
(THE VIDEO SEDER CONTINUES WITH THE STORY ON PAGE 13)

62

Yachatz
Karpas
Urchatz
Kadesh

The Art of the
Four Children
1.   Compare and contrast the artists’ 
interpretations of each of the Four Children 
(page 56-71).

2.  Which portrayal is most surprising? 
most disturbing? most appropriate?

3.    What conceptions of Jewish values and 
society are implicit in the various depictions?

The Ideal Jewish Girl? 
Tanya Zion, Israel, 1996

Maggid

Four 
Children

63

Eastern European Types
Arthur Szyk,
Poland, 1939



66

Four Attitudes to the Zionist Dream Tzvi Livni, Israel, 1955 © Yavneh Publishers



68

Four Children, Four Musicians Shraga Weil, (CL 1963 Cat. S-3) © Safrai Gallery

69

Four Aspects in Each of Us Dan Reisinger, © 1982, Rabbinical Assembly of America



Moses and the Passover Story – The “Kid’s Version”
(in just 3 minutes, they get it “mostly right”)

Michael
Moses and the Passover Story – The “Kid’s Version”

https://youtu.be/4xiBvZQuKZY

In this fun video, young children tell the Exodus story in their own words – with a few twists…
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The plagues God visited on the Egyptans in Egypt seem to me to be a 
parade of people’s greatest fears. They are a mythological show of the power 
of the living vs. primal fear. 
Starting from the blood of birth and of death, through primal human 
fears of small creatures (lice) and large ones (wild beasts), fear of !nancial 
ruin (locusts), fear of the dark (losing direction and meaning), we face the 
greatest fear: the fear for our children’s lives – loss of the future. 
Tonight, a night to commemorate the past, we seek the mercy of God’s 
protection, look out from our places at a world full of fears and dangers 
– and pray for another quiet year. 
Shai Zarhi, Israeli educator

A = Number of Moshe’s siblings x number of years in desert x (number of days Moshe spent on Mount Sinai without eating – number of tablets of law)  
B = (Books of Torah – number of tribes) x (number of plagues x number of days of bris) + (number of cups x number of questions x number of children)  

Bonus Question: 
C = number of rabbis in all-nighter in Bnei Brak (squared) + (months Moshe was hidden by his mother x number of animals mentioned in Had Gadya) + 
number of verses in Dayenu

PESACH MATH RIDDLES: COMPUTE IN YOUR HEAD 

FROGS ON PHARAOH'S HEAD

One morning when Pharaoh awoke in bed
There were frogs on his head and frogs on his bed
Frogs on his nose and frogs on his toes
Frogs here, frogs there,
Frogs were jumping everywhere.

Shirley Cohen

See answers on page 148-149.
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It is customary to spill 
a drop of wine from 
our cup of joy for each 
plague that God had to 
bring on the stubborn 
Egyptian oppressors 
until they agreed to 
release Israel from 
slavery. 

The Rabbis debated 
about our attitude to 
the Ten Plagues:
On the one hand, 
they were a necessary 
instrument of liberation 
and a just punishment 
for Egyptian cruelty. 
Yet, on the other, they 
involved the suffering 
of fellow human 
beings, Divine creations 
in the image of God. 
“We celebrate the 
Exodus from Egypt, 
not the downfall of the 
Egyptians,” said Rabbi 
Simcha Cohen. 

The Blessed Holy One 
brought Ten Plagues 
on the Egyptians in Egypt.
These are the ten: 

Blood

Frogs 

Lice 

Wild beasts 

Cattle plague 

Boils 

Hail 

Locusts 

Darkness 

Death of the Firstborns

Da-am

Tz’far-dei-ah

Kee-neem

Ah-rov

Deh-ver

Sh’kheen

Ba-rad

Ar-beh

Kho-shech

Ma-kat B’kho-rot

Rabbi Yehuda used to abbreviate them as an acrostic:

D-Tza-Kh (drop)        A-Da-Sh (drop)       B’-A-Kha-B (drop) 

|  MAGGID  |  Ma Nishtana  |  Avadim Slaves  |  Five Rabbis  |  Four Children  |  Idolatry  |  Arami Symposium  |  Ten Plagues  |  Dayenu  |  Pesach  |  Dor vaDor  |  Hallelujah  |

Ten Horrors
The artist has integrated 

all ten plagues into 
one simultaneous 

collage. Two plagues 
are represented by 

details of famous 
contemporary painters. 

Can you !nd them? 

Can you discover which 
plague was accidentally 

left out? 
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YEHUDA AMICHAI 
And what is the continuity of my life? I am like one who left Egypt.
The Red Sea is split in two and I cross on dry ground
With two walls of water – on my right and on my left.
Behind me – Pharaoh’s soldiers and horsemen. 
Before me – the wilderness
And, perhaps, the Promised Land. 
This is the continuity of my life. 

GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN

We’ve got some di!cult days ahead. But it really doesn’t 
matter with me now. Because I’ve been to the mountaintop. 
Like anybody, I would like to live a long life. Longevity 
has its place. But I’m not concerned about that now. I just 
want to do God’s will. And he’s allowed me to go up to the 
mountain. And I’ve looked over, and I’ve seen the Promised 
Land. 
I may not get there with you, but I want you to know 
tonight that we as a people will get to the Promised Land. 
So I’m happy tonight. I’m not fearing any�man. Mine eyes 
have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord! 
Martin Luther King, "nal speech delivered the night before his assassination 
just a few weeks before Passover (Memphis, 1968) 

Page  3 

 
P. 45 ~ Let My People Go 
 
An African-American Spiritual 
 
When Israel was in Egypt’s land, “Let My people go” (Ex..5:1). 
Oppressed so hard they could not stand, “Let My people go.” 
Go down, Moses, way down in Egypt’s land, 
Tell old Pharaoh: “Let My people go.” 
 

No more shall they in bondage toil, “Let My people go.” 
Let them come out with Egypt's spoil, “Let My people go.” 
Go down, Moses, way down in Egypt's land, 
Tell old Pharaoh: “Let My people go.” 
 
 
 

 
Miriam’s Song (Debbie Friedman) 
 

(Chorus) 
And the women dancing with their timbrels 
Followed Miriam as she sang her song. 
Sing a song to the One whom we've exalted. 
Miriam and the women danced and danced the whole night 
long. 
 

And Miriam was a weaver of unique variety. 
The tapestry she wove was one which sang our history. 
With every thread and every strand she crafted her delight. 
A woman touched with spirit, she dances to the light. 
(Chorus) 
 

As Miriam stood upon the shores and gazed across the sea, 
The wonder of this miracle she soon came to believe. 
Whoever thought the sea would part with an outstretched hand, 
And we would pass to freedom, and march to the promised land. (Chorus) 
 

And Miriam the Prophet took her timbrel in her hand, 
And all the women followed her just as she had planned. 
And Miriam raised her voice with song. 
She sang with praise and might, 
We've just lived through a miracle, we're going to dance tonight. 
(Chorus) 
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It’s time to enjoy your Passover meal ….

OPTION 1 – PAUSE THE VIDEO, EAT AND THEN FINISH THE SEDER AFTER THE MEAL

OR

OPTION 2 – IF YOU’RE WORRIED ABOUT FINISHING THE SEDER LATER – FINISH IT NOW AND SING SONGS 
AFTER THE EMAL
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Fourth Cup
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Raise the fourth cup 
of wine and recite the 
blessing over it.

Recline to the left 
while drinking.

Blessed are You, Adonai our God,
Ruler of the Universe, 
who created the fruit of the vine.
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Ba-rukh ata Adonai / Elo-heinu me-lekh ha-olam / bo-rei pree ha-gafen.

Blessing after Drinking Wine
Blessed are You, Adonai, for the vine and its 

fruit, for the beautiful and spacious land You 

gave us. Have mercy on us and bring us there 

to eat its fruits. Grant us happiness on this 

Festival of Matzot. 

Blessed are You, Adonai, for the land and for 

the fruit of the vine.

Ba-rukh ata Adonai / al ha-aretz v’al pree ha-gafen.
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Counting the Omer
On the second night of Pesach only:

On the second night 
of Pesach we begin 
counting the 50 days 
from the Exodus to 
Sinai, from Pesach, 
the harvest of barley, 
until Shavuot, the 
harvest of wheat. 
With the giving of the 
Torah at Sinai, Jews 
move from freedom 
to responsibility.

Say the blessing and 
count off the first day 
of the Omer.

Blessed are you, Adonai our God, 
Ruler of the Universe, who has 
sanctified us with Divine laws and 
commanded us to count the Omer.      

Today is the first day of the Omer.

Ba-rukh ata Adonai / Elo-heinu me-lekh ha-olam / asher keed’shanu 
b’meetz-vo-tav v’tzee-vanu al s’feerat ha-omer / Ha-yom yom ekhad la-omer.
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Nirtza
NEXT YEAR'S SEDER

Nirtza means 
accepted. The 
Pesach Seder 
ends with 
a prayer that 
all our efforts 
to perform the 
Seder properly 
may be pleasing 
and acceptable 
to God. (Written 

by Yosef Tov-Elem, 

11th C. France).

Looking 
forward to next 
year's Seder, we 
sing "Next Year 
in Jerusalem!". 
May we 
celebrate it in 
a more peaceful 
world.

Reflections on 
Next Year in 
Jerusalem 
on the following 
pages include:

On Israel  
p.138-139

On Hope 
p.140-141

On Prophetic 
Leaders p.142 

Concluded is the Pesach Seder,

Finished down to the last detail

With all its laws and customs.

As we have been able to conduct this Seder,

So may we someday perform it in Jerusalem.

Pure One who dwells in the palace,

Support your congregation countless in number.

May you soon lead the offshoots of your stock,

Bringing the redeemed to Zion in joy.

Next Year in Jerusalem!
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All sing:

La-Shana Ha-ba-a Bee-Yeru-sha-layeem!
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God makes peace in heaven, 

and so may God make peace over us. 

Amen.
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MESSIANIC 
JERUSALEM: 
IMAGINE YOUR IDEAL 
WORLD
Jerusalem, despite and 
because of its earthly 
con!icts, has always been 
the city to dream of Shalom 
(JeruSALEM). The following 
pages bring contemporary 
o"erings of universal 
hope and re!ections on 
a renewed Israel in the spirit 
of the prophets:

"Rejoice Jerusalem, for 
your messiah is coming: 
Victorious, triumphant; 
yet humble, riding upon a 
donkey." (Zecharia 9:9)

"And the wolf shall dwell 
with the lamb, and the 
leopard shall lie down 
with the kid... and a little 
child shall lead them... 
They shall not hurt 
nor destroy in all my 
holy mountain; for the 
earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of Adonai, as 
the waters cover the sea." 
(Isaiah 11:6)
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"Who knows one?" is 
modeled on a German 
folksong (15th or 16th C.). 
It consists of a numerical 
quiz. 

Since the song is written in 
question and answer form, 
you may assign the answers 
to different participants. The 
whole "chorus" sings the 
question: "Who knows two 
(three, etc.)?" and the pre-
assigned respondent sings 
the answer to their number: 
"I know two, two are the 
tablets..." every time that 
number comes up.

 1   
Who knows one? I know one. 
One is our God, who is in Heaven 
and on earth.

 2 
Who knows two? I know two.
Two are the tablets of the Covenant.
One is our God, who is in heaven and   
on earth.

 3 
Three are the Fathers.

 4 
Four are the Mothers.

 5 
Five are the books of the Torah.

 6 
Six are the orders of Mishna.

 7 
Seven are the days of the Week.

 8 
Eight are the days before Circumcision.

 9 
Nine are the months of Pregnancy.

10 
Ten are the Ten Commandments.

11 
Eleven are the stars in Joseph's dream.

12 
Twelve are the Tribes of Israel.

13 
Thirteen are God's Attributes of Mercy 

WHO PAINTS ONE?

How does one visually 
represent "God who is in 
Heaven and on earth?" Jews 
do not portray God's body 
literally, but they do use bodily 
metaphors. Michel Kichka uses 
Michelangelo's  famous image 
of God stretching his hand 
out from "Heaven" to create 
Adam. It is, however, only God's 
"outstretched arm" we see 
– the Torah's chief metaphor for 
God's redemption of Israel from 
Egypt. 
Can you identify the other 12 
items in Ekhad MeeYodea? 
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J U S T  O N E  K I D

Written in Aramaic 
and modeled on 
German folksongs, 
this ballad 
– which has no 
overt connection to 
Pesach – entered the 
Ashkenazi Haggadah 
(15th C.). 
Hard-pressed Jewish 
commentators have 
discovered a moral 
lesson between 
the lines: measure 
for measure, 
an oppressor 
will always be 
swallowed by 
a greater oppressor 
until God redeems 
the world from 
death.
   
Pre-assign each 
stanza to volunteers 
who must produce 
an appropriate sound 
or gesture. Everyone 
sings the verses, 
while the 
pre-assigned 
participant adds a 
sound and/or visual 
effect each time. 

1 Along came the cat ("meow")
 and ate the kid ("maa")
 that my Abba bought for two zuzeem.
 khad gadya, khad gadya.

2  Along came the dog ("woof")
 and bit the cat ("meow")
 that ate the kid ("maa")
 that my Abba bought for two zuzeem.
 khad gadya, khad gadya.

3  Along came the stick ("bang")
 and hit the dog ("woof") . . .

4  Along came the fire ("sizzle")
 and burned the stick ("bang") . . .

5  Along came the water ("gurgle")
 and quenched the fire ("sizzle") . . .

6  Along came the ox ("slurp")
 and drank the water ("gurgle") . . .

Final Verse:
9 Then came the Holy One
 and destroyed the angel of death
 that slew the slaughterer
 that killed the ox ("slurp")
 that drank the water ("gurgle")
 that quenched the fire ("sizzle, crackle")
 that burned the stick ("bang") 
 that beat the dog ("woof")
 that bit the cat ("meow")
 that ate the kid ("maa")
 that my Abba bought for two zuzeem.
 khad gadya, khad gadya.

Chorus:  
Just one kid, just one kid
That my Abba bought for two zuzeem.
khad gadya, khad gadya.
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Download the collections of 
Passover Parodies and “More” 
Passover Parodies from the TBE 
website to continue to sing and 
rejoice!  (Also there are some 
other pretty neat videos and other 
resources there for your seder!

www.templebeth-el.com/passover

Tomorrow's Jerusalem: 
Revised and Revisited 
by Michel Kichka
Two messianic political 
leaders are represented: 
Atop the gate entitled "The 
Gate of Peace," is a bearded 
Theodore Herzl, founder of 
the Zionist movement in 1896, 
together with Noah's dove of 
peace. With furrowed brow, 
he compares the Israeli reality 
below with his vision of the 
New Zion in his utopia, The 
Jewish State. 
Atop the white donkey sits 
the messianic descendant of 
King David. The handsome 
biblical David was ruddy in 
complexion and now his seed 
has produced a red-haired 
hippy with sunglasses. A more 
mundane dream is expressed 
by the Israeli taxi driver who 
reads in his newspaper: "Israel 
has won the World Soccer 
Cup!" 
Can you !nd all the traditional 
enemies now shaking hands?
Why do three animals appear? 
(See verses on p. 136) 137 
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