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Reconstructing Judaism
The Reconstructing Judaism Convention
in Philadelphia, November 15-18, was
amazing on many fronts. The learning,
singing and networking opportunities
were exciting and invigorating.
And, being around so many progressive
Jewish people was inspiring! Over 700
of us, representing 80 congregational
communities and at least five countries
were there.
There were nine TBH folks in attendance:
Angela Santamaria, Howard Schwartz,
Marilyn Gisser, Rabbi Seth, Cliff Glantz,
Catherine Carmel, Laura and Sam
Schrager, and me! As the group picture
illustrates, former TBH’er Rabbi Amy
Loewenthal, now based in New
Hampshire, was also there.

I am still absorbing everything I learned
and experienced. Two highlights:
The President of Dor Hadash (one of the
congregations housed at the Tree of Life
synagogue in Pittsburgh) shared what they
have learned about synagogue security.
The music! Nefesh Mountain, a Jewish
bluegrass band and the choir from Congregation Bet Haverim in Atlanta were
memorable.
I know that for many TBH members, our
affiliation with the movement may not
feel significant. Being at the convention
reminded me that we are truly linked with
the other affiliated congregations, as we
share a dedication to social justice, and
a desire to ensure that Judaism remain
relevant as we move forward in today’s
complex world. Continued on page two...

Rabbi Seth Goldstein
rabbi@bethhatfiloh.org

Director of Family
Life and Learning
Catherine Carmel
beitsefer@bethhatfiloh.org

Community
Engagement
Coordinator
Caroline Metzger
tbh@bethhatfiloh.org

An interesting bit of trivia: The photographer of this photo was Rabbi Michael Strassfeld, co-author of the Jewish Catalogue.
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Reconstructing

Judaism Continued...

I encourage you to check out the Reconstructing Judaism website:
www.reconstructingjudasim.org. You will find online learning networks
you can join, as well as weekly Torah study opportunities and podcasts.
And more.
I look forward to sharing more of what I’ve learned and hope to
incorporate some innovative ideas here at TBH.
Tikva Glantz, Board President

A Night of Klezmer Magic
Virtuoso Klezmer musicians Jake Shulman-Ment and Eleonore Weill filled every nook
in the sanctuary with plaintive and joyous tunes. Drawing on their immersion in
Yiddish, Hasidic, and Eastern European musical traditions and their original
compositions, we were transported to another place, a glorious night of celebration.
Jake's world-class fiddle playing, Eleonore's exquisite voice, and their mastery of
multiple instruments made the old and new music soar. We felt the wholeness of Jewish
experience: spiritual, political, the emotions of everyday life. The 200+ people in the
audience, synagogue and local community music lovers, swayed to the music, transfixed.
On Monday, we received a sweet note from Jake about a conversation that he and
Eleonore had "about what exactly was happening in that room Saturday night, and,
although there is no answer to that question, what is for sure is that there was a glowing
feeling of love and community coming from the room, and all we had to do was
serenade it."
So many people contributed to making this event happen! First, Mae Kessler suggested
that we invite Jake to Olympia as a stop on his western tour. Next the Arts and Culture
Group supported, and the Board affirmed, taking the financial risk to invite him to come.
Lynn Grotsky was key in helping with logistics, Lisa Brodoff stepped up to helping
with the sound, backed up by the timely appearance of Nathaniel Lindseth, an actual
sound technician. A trusty band of volunteers -- Sherwin Cotler, Leslie Goldstein, Lynn
Grotsky, Michele and Richard Jackman, Raphael Vanegas and Bronwyn Vincent -collected money and welcomed people to the event. Many, many thanks to everyone.

Chinese Dinner & Movie Night
Tuesday, December 25, 6:00 pm

Join us for a catered Chinese dinner in the Social Hall at 6:00 pm.
Then at 7:00 pm, we'll show the movie BlacKkKlansman.
Join us for one or both!

BlacKkKlansman is inspired by the true story of the “infiltration” of a black
cop into the local Klan chapter in Colorado Springs, Colorado in 1970. Spike
Lee crafts a comedy/drama that is an emotional rollercoaster, angry and hugely
entertaining, profound on both racism and anti-Semitism. Expect Academy
Award nominations. (135 minutes)
Cost for the dinner will be around $15. The movie is free but donations are
welcome. Watch the weekly for details and dinner registration to open soon!
Short Schrift: December 2018
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December

Erev Shabbat Services

December 7
7:30 pm
		
		

Shabbat Choir Service
There will be an oneg
after the service hosted by
the Madrachim group.

December 14
6:00 pm
		
		

Shabbat Salon
Catered meal and speaker
after the service. Please RSVP
for the dinner. Details below.

December 21
6:00 pm
		

Family Shabbat Service
There is a potluck dinner
following the service.

December 28
7:30 pm

Shabbat Service
Oneg not yet arranged.

December Shabbat Day Activities
JEWISH WITH MEANING
1st Saturday, December 1, 10:30

We gather for food, ritual, experience, and discussion as we
connect with our tradition on a deep level. All are welcome.
Bring something for the potluck lunch if you are able.

TORAH STUDY
2nd Saturday, December 8, 10:00 am

Prayer and study are equally holy activities; and we will do both.
We’ll share a snack and study the Torah together. All are invited.
No experience is necessary!

MUSSAR & HAVURAH
3rd Saturday, December 15, 9:00 am and 10:00 am

At 9:00 am join us for Mussar ‒ the Jewish school of thought which
seeks to root personal character development and right behavior in
Jewish tradition and text. At 10:00 am join us for Havurah, a small
group of like-minded Jews who assemble to experience Shabbat and
prayer services, lifecycle events, and Jewish learning together.

TALMUD STUDY
4th Saturday, December 22, 9:30 am

The Talmud is a compendium of law and lore that is the basis on
which biblical interpretation and contemporary Jewish practice rest.
Rabbi Seth will lead us as we dive deep into this complex and
fascinating text.

Shabbat Salon: An Evening of
Open Hearts, Hands and Minds

A New (Secular) Year --A New Skill?

Friday, December 14 at 6:00 pm

Have you always wanted to learn to chant from
the Torah? Here's your chance! Rabbi Marna
Sapsowitz will be teaching and Adult Torah
Reading class at TBH on Sunday mornings from
10:30 am to noon beginning on Sunday, January
6th. The cost will be $40 for TBH members,
$60 for non-members.

Join us for Shabbat Salon!
Our speaker is Supreme Court
Justice Steven Gonzalez who
will talk about his Jewish
identity and current legal
matters in Washington.
The evening will begin with a
full Shabbat service at 6:00 pm
followed by a catered dinner and our speaker in the
Social Hall at 7:00 pm. RSVP is required for the dinner
only. Join in for the speaker only around 7:45 pm.
Registration is open through Wednesday, December
12th at 5:00 pm. Sign up and pay online!
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The class will run for 8 to 10 sessions. There is
one pre-requisite for participants to have a
phonetic reading knowledge of Hebrew. That gives
you the month of December to brush up on your
Hebrew reading skills!
Questions? Contact Rabbi Marna at
mhsapsowitz@yahoo.com or (360) 352-5945.
To register and pay online, visit our website.
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DECEMBER EVENTS
Sanctuary Volunteer Training

FORKids Food Packing

Interested in supporting Sanctuary for
immigrants at TBH? This is an in-depth
training but new volunteers are encouraged to attend. An RSVP is appreciated
but not required. For more information,
contact tbh@bethhatfiloh.org.

Thurston County Food Bank
2260 Mottman Road SW, Tumwater

Tuesday, December 2, 2:00 pm

Senior Schmooze

Tuesday, December 4, 12:00 pm
Don't miss out! Bring your brown bag
lunch and jokes. This month dessert
will be provided by Betty Goldstein,
and Bernie Friedman will entertain the
gathering with guitar music.

Safety Team

Tuesday, December 4, 7:00 pm

Join our effort to make TBH a safe and
welcoming environment for everyone.
New volunteers welcome! For more information contact Marcia David at (206)
353-7255 or marciagdavid@gmail.com.

Annual Hanukkah Party

Sunday, December 9, 5:00 pm

Join us for our annual community
menorah lighting with latkes, games,
crafts and more! This is a family
friendly event. All are welcome to
attend! Remember to bring your
menorah and candles to light and a
dairy/parve dish to share if you are able.
We are looking for clean up volunteers.
Contact beitsefer@bethhatfiloh.org to
let us know you can help.

Tuesday, December 11, 3:30 pm
Join us on the second Tuesday of
December as we again fill bags at the
Tumwater branch of the Thurston
County Food Bank. The FORKids
program provides a weekend bag of
food to over 2,000 children. Questions?
Please contact Elie Halpern at (360)
357-8160 or ehalpern7379@gmail.com.

Immigration and Refugee
Task Force Meeting

Tuesday, December 11, 7:00 pm
Learn and participate in TBH efforts
to make a positive impact around the
ongoing issue of providing sanctuary
in the greater Olympia community.

Shabbat Salon

Friday, December 14, 6:00 pm

This month our
speaker is Supreme
Court Justice Steven
Gonzalez.We begin
with a full Shabbat
service at 6:00 pm
followed by a catered
dinner and speaker in
he Social Hall at 7:00 pm. You must
register for the dinner only by
Wednesday the 12th at 5:00 pm by
e-mailing tbh@bethhatfiloh.org or sign
up on our event page!

Jews on Wheels

Sunday, December 16, 5:00 pm

Join TBH at Skateland! The cost is $8
per person and includes skate rental and
snacks/drinks.
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Book Group: The Beautiful
Possible by Amy Gottlieb

Tuesday, December 18, 7:00 pm

Spanning seventy years and several
continents--from a refugee's shattered
dreams in 1938 Berlin, to a discontented
American couple in the 1950s, to a young
woman's life in modern-day Jerusalem-this epic, enthralling novel tells the
braided love story of three unforgettable
characters. Download the full book club
schedule here (PDF).

Shabbat Morning Service

Saturday, December 29, 10:00 am

Please come to check our our new
quarterly Shabbat morning service led
by Rabbi Seth with Torah reading and
Kiddush lunch afterwards, joining our
regular schedule of Shabbat morning
study groups. The second service will be
December 29th at 10:00 am. If you are
interested in participating, especially by
reading Torah, please contact Rabbi
Seth. Looking forward to joining
together to celebrate Shabbat together
in a different way!
Olympia Sisterhood Meeting
Tuesday, December 4, 1:30 pm
In December The Sisterhood will meet
Hanukkah at the home of Sue Cordas.
We will discuss the history that created
the holiday of Hanukkah and the
ustoms associated with it. Light
refreshments will provided by our host.
Please RSVP to slcordas@yahoo.com
for address and directions. For all other
inquiries, please contact Myra Paull at
(253) 666-3242.
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JANUARY
PREVIEW
Senior Schmooze
Tuesday, January 8 at 12:00 pm
Shabbat Salon
Friday, January 11 at 6:00 pm

Our guest speaker will be Alicia Jo Rabins,
poet and musician from Portland, Oregon.

WINTER CLOTHING DRIVE
Cold weather is here once again, and with it our
annual warm clothing and blanket drive. We will
collect items during the month of December and
donate them to the clothing bank at St. Michael's
church. Collection boxes are set up in the TBH
foyer to receive new or gently used coats, hats,
socks, sweaters, blankets, etc.

FORKids UPDATE

Kudos to the eight people from TBH who came to fill bags for the
FORKids program, as follows: Paige Brown, Beth Dubey, Sue
Goldstein, Lynne Alfasso, Richard Jackman, Michele Jackman and
Betty Goldstein. There also were five people from the Methodist church
in Lacey who volunteered. We will be meeting again to fill bags at the
Thurston County Food Bank in Tumwater on the second Tuesday which
is December 11, at 3:30 pm. We welcome anybody who wishes to volunteer. If you have any questions, please e-mail Elie Halpern at
ehalpern7379@gmail.com or call him at 360-357-8160. TBH was the
first group which volunteered to fill bags back when the program started
over 10 years ago, and it should be acknowledged often that Beth Dubey
and Bernie Friedman have filled bags since the beginning!

Book Group
Tuesday, January 15 at 7:00 pm
Murder Under the Bridge: a Palestine
Mystery by Kate Jessica Raphael

We had great turn out at our first sewing workshop with Barbara
Sarliker! If you have interest or suggestions for future sewing
workshops, please contact tbh@bethhatfiloh.org!

Shabbat Shirah Kumsitz
and Tu B'Shvat Seder
Saturday, January 19
The TBH Choir,
Kol Nishama, invites
you to a Shabbat Shirah
kumsitz. Bring your guitars,
percussion instruments and
voices! Watch the weekly for details!
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Thank You, Volunteers!
Sukkah and Chuppah Storage: Bill Dole and Bill Dole, Jr.
Shabbat Salon Dinner: Spencer Orman, Marnie Frisch, Craig
Wallace, Lori Kishimoto, Gail Pollock, Judith Barnes, Susan
Rosen, Michael Blum, Elizabeth Siegel, Gary Schneider, Nancy
Snyder, Anaya Balter
Senior Schmooze: Kay McKenzie and Rabbi Seth
Annual Campaign Mailing: Leslie Goldstein and Jon Engelman
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FAMI LY LIF E & LEAR N IN G
Shalom y’all,
Here in Beit Sefer our November
middah is yira, translated as awe.
I have a wonderful quote from Rabbi
Abraham Joshua Heschel that I’ve
included in the weekly e-mail I
sent out this past month. “Our goal should be to live
life in radical amazement… [to] get up in the morning
and look at the world in a way that takes nothing for
granted. Everything is phenomenal, everything is
incredible, never treat life casually. To be spiritual is to
be amazed.”
Through my work with Interfaith Works, I had the
opportunity to participate in the Parliament of World
Religions in Toronto earlier this month. The Parliament
meets roughly every three years and draws participants
of many religious backgrounds from all over the world to
address topics like social justice, women’s equity issues,
climate change and more. Just visually, I was in awe
much of the time walking amongst the other attendees.
It was the most colorful array of traditional and religious
attire on the most internationally diverse collection of
people I had ever seen in one place. In addition, I met and
heard the most amazing people speak. I sat with Nicholas
Kristof, author of Half the Sky: Turning Oppression into
Opportunity for Women Worldwide, and Elizabeth May,
leader of Canada’s Green Party, while listening to Hugh
Locke talk about his organization helping women farmers
in Haiti. I heard Karen Armstrong, creator of the Charter
for Compassion, speak. I spoke with a psychiatrist, John
Woodall, who helped his neighbors in Sandy Hook heal
from their trauma there, based on his experiences with
Balkan refugees and Ugandan child soldiers. I heard from
a shaman in the Amazon and a climate refugee from the
Solomon Islands. I heard about the incredible generosity
of the people in Gander, Newfoundland after 9/11
Short Schrift: December 2018

and the incredible resiliency of the residents of Cape
Town pushing off Day Zero. I couldn’t help but be
amazed at the ways so many of these people helped
create equity, justice and a better world. For the days
I was there I walked with giants who dedicated their
lives to make this planet better for all of us. Everyone,
regardless of age, origin, religion or gender was valued
and I was amazed.
		L’shalom,

Catherine Carmel, Director of Family Life and Learning

Here is a bit from Amalia, teacher of our Anafim (3rd
and 4th grade) group.
The Anafim class is off to a great start this year! Our
class has been focusing on connecting stories from the
Torah and applying them to our own lives. We have
discussed the concept of Kedushah (holiness) and what
it means to live a holy life. We have explored how
different households can practice Shabbat in diverse ways
that are meaningful to them. We learned about Jewish
dietary laws and what it means to keep Kosher. Our class
has also focused a great deal on Hebrew. Each week the
students are introduced to a new Hebrew letter and vowel
and practice reading them as words. So far we have
learned to write Shalom, Shabbat, and Kadosh in Hebrew.
Coming up next is Hanukkah! We will discuss the story
behind the festival and why it is celebrated, as well as a
fun arts and crafts activity ‒ we have many wonderful
artists in the class!
I’m thrilled to be here each Sunday with the students in
such a warm and welcoming community!
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR
CONTRIBUTIONS!
Annual Campaign
Bret Anderson
Betty Goldstein
Jill Rosenkrantz and Jay Goldstein
Aaron Wolfman
Sustaining Fund
William Caslar
Beth and Elie Halpern with gratitude for
the wonderful support of this community
Russell Lidman and Family in memory
of Raven Lidman
Carol McKinley
Maggie Jekel-Penn and William Penn
Marcia Sarka in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of
Jeremy David Sarka, 30 Av 5778
Rabbi's Discretionary Fund
Jill Rosenkrantz and Jay Goldstein
in memory of Jody Rosenkrantz
Marilyn Gisser
Michele and Richard Jackman
Choir Fund
Felicia and David Hanig
Hilarie Hauptman in memory of Raven Lidman
Adult Library
Jeff Bean and Elaine Kraft
in memory of Raven Lidman
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DECEMBER YAHRZEITS
2
4
4
6
6
6
7
7
9
9
10
11
12
13
13
14
14
14
15

Albert Tenenbaum
Dallas Cline
Earl Bean
Karen "Rosemary" Snyder
Abraham Wirth
Harry Robinson
Martha Stein Adelson
Minnie Cohn
Joanne Royer
Lenore Greene
William Schrager
Atara Hertz
Esther Reiner
Sidney Shapiro
Kathryn Dole
Ben Gale
Sidney Schwartz
Richard Schneider
Beatrice Neff

16
17
18
20
20
21
22
22
23
23
24
28
30
30
30
31
31
31
31

Evelyn Bean Bercovitz
Ted Strange
Rosemary Coufal
Margaret Barnes
Pearl Rubin
Helene Grossman
John Meidinger
Iris Karger
Helen Stein
Arthur Weiss
Jeremiah Ruben
Shirley Hacken
Henry Matis
Ellen Hecker Whitting
Shirley Lamm
Goldie M. Reiner
Patricia Marie Greene
John Victor Kaydus
Janet Halpern

These names will be read from the bimah at Shabbat services
before and after the yahrzeit. Bold type denotes those inscribed
on a plaque on our Memorial Wall. Please send any corrections
and addtions to the Yahrzeit listings to tbh@bethhatfiloh.org!

Watch your inbox for
information about the
TBH Annual Campaign!
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Happy Birthday
Yom Huledet Sameach

LIFE & LEGACY SPOTLIGLHT
Lori Kishimoto and Craig Wallace
Lori and Craig chose to
make a legacy gift to TBH
because “TBH has been
an integral part of our
community here in Olympia.
Since we don’t have family
in the area, TBH has served
as our defacto family.
Almost all of our close
friends are connected to the
Jewish community in some way. We couldn’t imagine life in Olympia
separate from TBH. TBH as a whole, and our Rabbi in particular, share
our values of respecting all cultures and religions, and supporting
equal rights for the LGBTQ community, as well as giving support to
refugees and immigrants. TBH supports a wide range of Jewish
practice and culture without judgement.”
In making this commitment to TBH’s future through their legacy gift,
Lori and Craig hope that “the community continues to grow and will
remain an inviting place that Jews and their allies will want to move
to.” They see their commitment to Life and Legacy as helping ensure
TBH can “maintain its wonderful space and will continue
to be able to attract committed Jewish leaders for the
generations to come.”
Making a legacy commitment to TBH
is a simple process that can help ensure
a strong and secure future for our
Congregation and our local Jewish
community! To learn more, please
contact Charles Shelan, chair of the
TBH Life and Legacy Committee,
at cshelan@comcast.net.

3
3
7
9
9
10
10
12
13
14

Martin Bard
Stephen Hodes
Laura Hurtado-Webb
Michael Lowsky
Carl Wolfhagen
Susan Poplack
Daniel Asher
Karen Janowitz
Howard Schwartz
Sara Eve Sarliker

www.melaleuca.com

15
16
19
20
20
23
25
25
27
27

Frank Herman
Gary Franklin
Alan Kamen
Michael Blum
Kassie Koledin
Diana Schwartz
Eliana Stockwell-Ferber
Joe Puchot
Joceile Moore
Paul Alig

Over the last 20 years, Melaleuca
fundraising proceeds have raised
over $20,000 for TBH! The Melaleuca
line features 400 alternative for items
you may already be using every day.
For information, contact the TBH office.

To make donations, contact the CFD at (360) 902-4162 or cfd@sos.wa.gov.
Temple Beth Hatfiloh, Charity Code 1478808

Visit www.smile.amazon.com and type "Temple Beth Hatfiloh" into the
"pick your own charitable organization" search box.
Each time you shop Amazon, please visit www.smile.amazon.com.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATIONS!
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