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MAY We All Be Healthy

During this challenging time, I hope that you and yours are healthy, and that you remain
so for the duration of the COVID-19 pandemic. While we have not been in our building, we
continue to spend time together via Zoom. Many of our normal activities (services, classes,
meetings), have continued virtually. We’ve also had opportunities that would not be feasible
in person. A recent highlight: the fascinating presentation by Berlin-based Daniel Hendler,
co-writer on the miniseries Unorthodox. Even though Daniel grew up in Olympia, attended
TBH, and his mom (Cobie Whitten) is here – it’s doubtful he would have hopped on a plane
to provide us with a one-hour presentation. But, due to this new reality, we were treated to
his delightful presentation. In case you missed it, a recording is available on Youtube here.
It will be wonderful when we can safely gather again. Until then, let’s continue to find
meaningful and fun ways to connect with each other

Save the Date: Virtual Gala and Raise the Pandemic Paddle

I’m excited and delighted that our Gala will still take place on Sunday May 17. Although
not as planned, it still sounds like a lot of fun! It will include a dinner catered by Nineveh
for those who choose to purchase one, as well as an opportunity to donate to TBH. This is
important because the Gala Auction is a major fundraiser for us. Kudos to the Gala Team
for getting so creative! Read more on page 4.

Save Another Date: Annual Meeting

Our Annual Meeting will take place on Sunday, June 14 at 10 a.m., via Zoom. All members
in good standing will receive electronic ballots by June 1. If you do not receive a ballot but
believe you should have, please contact Kayla at tbh@bethhatfiloh.org.
During the one-hour meeting, we’ll seek member input related to congregational life
during the pandemic. We’ll explore questions including: What do you miss about physically
being together? What do you appreciate about congregational life via Zoom? How do you
envision our re-entry, as the pandemic winds down? Are there things we are doing now that
you’d like to bring with us, even when we can meet physically?

The Parking Lot

It’s official: TBH is now leasing and managing the parking lot adjacent to our synagogue
for the next 15 months. At that time (August 2021), we will have the option to purchase the
lot. Between now and then, we need to begin securing the financing for purchase. Here’s
my dream: A dance party in the parking lot! Please see page 2 for more parking lot details.
B’Shalom,
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Becoming a Virtual Congregation
By Rabbi Seth

Purim seems a long time ago. That was probably our last in person event at TBH as the coronavirus and its restrictions affected Temple Beth Hatfiloh. Since then, following our state guidelines and our Jewish values of
pikuach nefesh, saving a life, we have shut the doors to our building and moved everything online.
This is, in many ways, not ideal. It is, however, real. It is what it is right now, and we adapt to the new technologies and the new realities. In approaching how we do TBH online, there are definitely things that we can not do
online that we can do in person. At the same time, there are things we can do on line that we can’t do in person.
Rather than just trying to recreate what was, or lament what isn’t, part of the spiritual challenge of these times is
do fully live into what is.
We can’t schmooze at the oneg, for example. We can, however, “visit” one another in our homes and create
shared experiences. While we physically distance, we create new ways of social connection.
But we need to be honest and say that this has been a logistical challenge, and not without it stumbles. I am
grateful that the tools exist to be able to livestream and videoconference. And at the same time, it involves learning a new skill set, becoming comfortable with tools we may have avoided or not needed to use before.
For scheduling and organizing events at TBH, living in virtual community has made things complicated. With
the account level we have now, we can only hold one zoom meeting at a time for a maximum of 100 participants
(we will reassess if we need to upgrade.) Each zoom activity has a unique URL and link. Those links need to be
generated in zoom and then copied individually to our multiple communications platforms (newsletter, weekly
email, Facebook, website calendar). And your staff is working remotely in different places, adding to intra-office
communication challenges.
There are going to be mistakes, and they have happened. We apologize for any inconveniences, and we should
all try to approach this time, as we should all times, with a spirit of generosity and humility, doing our best and
knowing that we will fall short.
When the time comes when stay at home orders are lifted, there will be new questions we will be asking ourselves about this time of separation and how it impacts our congregational community. We can ask: during this
time of separation and online connecting, one, what did we miss, and two, what did we appreciate? The answers
will inform us moving forward. In the meantime, we learn, we grow, we experiment, we succeed, and we fail,
doing what we can during a difficult time to maintain our strong connections and spiritual centers.

Parking Lot Update
Submitted by Tikva Glantz
The necessary legal documents related to the parking lot have been signed by both parties! TBH is officially in the parking lot business for the next 15 months, and perhaps for
decades to come. It seems miraculous that we made it this far. But it is far from a miracle.
Our new parking lot logo.
This accomplishment represents a great deal of work from many people.
Your Board of Directors dedicated considerable time and thought on the issues and wisely
appointed the Parking Lot Advisory Negotiating Team (PLANT) to lead the charge. The PLANT was led by our
Vice President Allyson Brooks. Allyson is slated to be our Board President beginning July 1, and our congregational community will benefit from her leadership! Other members on this illustrious team include:
• Fred Goldberg: Fred has offered to cover any monthly losses TBH might incur while leasing the lot. His generosity helped move this from a dream to reality!
• Jay Goldstein: Jay is a Real Estate attorney and donated countless hours to this effort. He has been our lead
negotiator and document drafter. And he maintained his sense of humor throughout!
Continued on page 7.
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Erev Shabbat Services
1st FRIDAY, MAY 1
7:30 pm
Shabbat Service with Choir
		
leaders

Join Zoom>>

2nd FRIDAY, MAY 8
6:00 pm
Shabbat Service

Shabbat Day Services
Starting this month, all Shabbat morning adult
programming will begin at 10:00 am.
1st SATURDAY, MAY 2
9:00 am
Tot Shabbat

Join Zoom>>
10:00 am
			

Join Zoom>>

3rd FRIDAY, MAY 15
6:00 pm
Shabbat Service

Join Zoom>>

5th FRIDAY, MAY 29
7:30 pm
Shabbat Service

Join Zoom>>

See more below.

Join Zoom>>
2nd SATURDAY, MAY 9
10:00 am
Torah Study

Join Zoom>>

Join Zoom>>

4th FRIDAY, MAY 22
7:30 pm
Shabbat Service

Awakened Heart Shabbat

3rd SATURDAY, MAY 16
10:00 am
Mussar

Join Zoom>>
4th SATURDAY, MAY 23
10:00 am
Talmud Study

Join Zoom>>

5th SATURDAY, MAY 30
10:00 am
Shabbat Morning Service

Join Zoom>>

Awakened Heart Shabbat
The monthly Awakened Heart Shabbat group is an opportunity to share teachings, music, stories and experiences to feed our hearts and spirits, and to explore the mystical connections in our Jewish traditions.
There is a practice of counting the days between Passover and Shavuot, the days that our ancestors traveled on
their journey between leaving Egypt and receiving Torah at Sinai. It is also the time between the barley harvest
and the wheat harvest.
How do we use these as metaphor to inform our lives? What is our journey as we leave our restricted lives and
consciousness and prepare ourselves to learn who we really are, and what we are called upon to do? How do we
cultivate our “fields” so that we have a harvest that nourishes our souls and our communities?
Join Nancy Snyder and Nomy Lamm as we learn and sing together on zoom this Saturday from 10:00 am till
noonish.

Join Zoom>>
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MAY EVENTS PREVIEW

Mussar Learning with Alan Morinis

Senior Schmooze

Tuesday, May 5, 12:00 pm
Bring your jokes! Feel free to
join over lunch (no brown bag
required) or dessert since there
is no dessert host this month!
Russ Lidman will be presenting
"Why Jews Don’t Eat Pork and
Other Tales of ‘Jewish’ Food".
Contact Kayla at tbh@bethhatfiloh.org if you would like
to join and need any assistance
with setting up Zoom.
Meeting ID: 838-0554-0869

Join Zoom>>

Please check the weekly for updates and additional events

Sunday, May 17, 1:00 pm
Dr. Alan Morinis, Founder of The Mussar Institute, is widely
considered to be the leading figure in the contemporary revival
of the Mussar movement, a 1,100-year-old authentic Jewish
personal and communal spiritual tradition that was nearly lost
following the Holocaust. A filmmaker, Rhodes Scholar, and anthropologist whose focus had been Hindu religious pilgrimages,
he began to explore Mussar following a personal crisis in 1997.
Alan sought private instruction under Rabbi Yechiel Perr, an
accomplished master who stood in an unbroken line of transmission of the Mussar
tradition. Following years of study, he reinterpreted the ancient Mussar learnings and
practices for modern audiences in Climbing Jacob’s Ladder and Everyday Holiness.
To address the growing public interest in Mussar, he founded The Mussar Institute in
2004. He went on to author two more books, Every Day, Holy Day, and With Heart in
Mind.
The TBH Shabbat morning Mussar group has been studying “With Heart in
Mind” for the past four years, and we are delighted to welcome Alan to TBH via
Zoom to engage in Mussar study with us. Sunday, May 17 at 1:00 p.m. Pre-registration required.
With many thanks to Michele and Richard Jackman
Register>>
for making this connection.

Virtual Gala 2020 and Raise the Pandemic Paddle
Sunday, May 17

The Virtual Gala 2020 Committee cordially invites you to:
A Physically Safe Dinner & Pandemic Paddle Raise
We invite you to have a TBH dinner together, while apart, prepared by Nineveh, our Shabbat Salon caterer
Participate in the First Ever

TBH Pandemic Paddle Raise!
Cancellation of the 2020 Gala leaves a $14,000 hole in our TBH budget for the fiscal year beginning July 1.
You can raise your hand in the Pandemic Paddle at the level that works for you!
Follow the link below to. . .
Order your meal(s) and/or
Make a Pandemic Paddle donation
Zoom gathering details to be announced!
Whatever you give at this challenging time will be most appreciated. Here’s what your donation can do:
• $750 can sponsor a child's Beit Sefer tuition
• $500 covers a year of security monitoring that enables swift response & safety of our building
• $75 can pay for 6 months of virtual programming hosting on Zoom
Continued on page 5
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MAY EVENTS PREVIEW

Please check the weekly for updates and additional events

Virtual Gala 2020 and Raise the Pandemic Paddle, continued
Virtual Gala Menu (prices include meal, tax and gratuity only)
				Vegetarian Option ($36): Veggie croquettes with lemon caper sauce
				Fish Option ($36): Salmon filet with lemon caper sauce
PLUS
• Green salad with green goddess dressing
• Smashed golden potatoes
• Roasted green beans
				 • Dessert: Flourless chocolate torte OR blueberry cobbler

				Children’s meal ($12): Macaroni & cheese, salad plus a cookie
Meal orders must be received by May 12. Pick up your meal(s) on May 17 in the TBH parking lot
starting at 5:00 pm. Home deliveries also available on request.
To order your virtual gala meal and / or make a tax-deductible gift, please click on the following link.

2020 VIRTUAL GALA>>
Green Team Meeting

Tuesday, May 19, 5:45 pm
The closure of TBH is an excellent opportunity to compare changes in energy use between this year and last. We
can have a better idea of baseline use. Outside of TBH, members are reporting using this time at home to make
climate-friendly improvements such as fixing energy leaks from insulation and weather-stripping, gardening, and
home-cooking which reduces driving and take-out packaging. We’d like to hear what changes you are making. Our
next Green Team meeting will be by Zoom on Tues. May 19th at 5:45. Everyone is welcome. Contact tbh@bethhatfiloh.org with any questions or information.

Zooming to Mount Sinai: Shavuot Online

Thursday, May 28, 8:00 pm
Shavuot is the springtime festival celebrating the biblical story of Mount
Sinai, when the Israelites received the Torah from God, establishing the
foundations of a new society and spiritual tradition. The Torah continues to
serve as the center of Judaism and Jewish practice, and we celebrate Shavuot
by engaging with Torah in all of its forms. The two main traditions are late night Torah study, and eating dairy foods
like cheesecake. While the cheesecake is on your own this year, we will gather via zoom for an evening of study.
While in the past we have met from 8 p.m. to midnight, due to the limitations of screens we will meet for shorter,
from 8 to about 10, rotating teachers and presenters. Thursday night, May 28.
If you have something to teach or share—a text, music, video, etc.—please be in touch with Rabbi Seth with your
idea (topic, how much time you want, etc.)

Parking Spots
Lease a parking stall and
support TBH! Contact
parking@bethhatfiloh.org.
Short Schrift:
May 2020
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FROM CATHERINE CARMEL:
FAMILY LIFE AND LEARNING DIRECTOR
In Shorashim, the youngest age
group in Beit Sefer, they often try
to look at typical things in our lives
through a Jewish lens. In that vein,
they might ask what is Jewish about
Mother's Day? Mother's Day became
a national holiday in the United
States in 1914. Long before then the
Jewish people stood in the desert and heard the divine
words "Honor your mother and father" spoken as part
of the Ten Commandments. Could that be the origins of
Mother's and Father's Day? Some also say that there is a
more Jewish Mother's Day on the 11th of Cheshvan, the
day commemorating the passing of Rachel. Clearly, our
tradition has a head start on the idea of honoring moms.
When you think of Jewish mothers, you might think of
the matriarchs--Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah, but
my guess is you'd think of your own Jewish mother.
My mothering style is different from my mother's. When
my kids were little, the last thing I wanted to be called
was a Jewish mother. I was terrified of appearing to be
'that mom' - demanding people eat even if they weren't
hungry and overprotecting her kids from all threats - real
or imagined. The stereotypical Jewish mother never
serves independence without a side order of guilt for not
being thankful enough for her gifts. American culture
finds this a hilarious joke and I was often embarrassed
by it. Eventually, I came to terms with the fact that we
all have pieces of this stereotype but that isn't necessarily
bad. The mother that insists everyone eat is being generous. The protective mother wants her children not to hurt.
We can all relate.

wise person once told me that when somebody cooks dinner for you, it’s not enough to say blessings before and
after food. You also have to thank the person who did it
for you. While saying prayers for our mothers are great,
that’s no substitute for calling, writing or saying a simple
'thank you.'
Preschool and elementary school teachers, many of them
moms in their own right, are typically all over honoring Mom on her day. As I've seen on Face Book, with
schools closed, dads are on their own creating a plan to
honor moms. Yikes! What are you going to do? (Yes, I'm
joking here.) However, looking at the holiday through a
Jewish lens requires a little extra thought. As you make
your Mother's Day plans--flowers, dinner, breakfast in
bed, card--consider the ways in which you can deepen
the connection between Judaism and celebrating moms.
To honor mothers Jewishly is to celebrate those whose
love and wisdom guide us. Our tradition is filled with text
demonstrating reverence for mothers. Here is just one
example: "My child...do not walk away from the wisdom
of your mother, for it will be a sign of grace upon your
head" (Proverbs 1:8-9). What can you find?
L'Shalom,

In fact, Jewish mothers are those who have nurtured,
instructed and supported us. They are the lifeblood of
Jewish culture and values. Some of them are not even
our life givers, but that doesn't negate the value of their
nurturing nature. No matter how they do it, Jewish mothers - all mothers - deserve to be honored. Above all else,
they demonstrate daily what it means to live Jewishly. A
Wordle created by the Alim class on what "home" meant to them.
Short Schrift: May 2020
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Parking Lot Update, Continued from page 2
•

•

•
•
•
•

THANK YOU FOR YOUR

Brent Dille: Brent is an attorney with multiple areas of expertise
including Real Estate and Business Law. He is also expert in matters related to IRS Section 1031 tax-deferred exchanges, which was
relevant for this transaction. Brent also collaborated with Jay on
drafting the required legal documents.
Gary Schneider: As we do in his role as Board Treasurer, we
benefited from Gary’s 40 years of managing construction projects.
Gary has now pivoted to parking lot management and is busy setting up our systems and contacting customers.
Len Trabka: As the owner of a self-storage company, Len has a
great deal of relevant business experience. He is helping with the
next phase of this effort: managing the parking lot.
Brian Boyd: Brian provided wise counsel throughout and developed the Pro Forma spreadsheets which helped us analyze the
financial implications of leasing and purchasing the lot.
Although they were not on the PLANT, TBH members Barnett
Kalikow and Harriet Strasberg, both attorneys, also offered their
expertise.
Board Secretary, David Hanig, provided his incredible writing and
editing skills as did Board member Rebekah Zinn.

I also want to acknowledge all TBH members who provided questions
and concerns. I understand and respect that there are some who do not
believe this was a wise decision. I hope that the things that we agree on
far outweigh the things that, inevitably, we do not.
By moving forward with this venture, we are taking a leap of faith.
We do not know what lies ahead. But within that uncertainty, I hold a
deep belief:
The love and compassion we demonstrate as we wrestle with
challenging issues, is even more impressive than potentially buying a
parking lot!

CONTRIBUTIONS
Blintzapalooza
The Dole Family
Elizabeth Siegel & John Browning
Allyson Brooks
Jane Habegger & Bill Lynch
Immigration & Sanctuary
Jack, Frieda, and Roosevelt Steinberg
Donor Advised Fund of the Jewish
Federation of Greater Seattle
Edward & Roma Smith
Rabbi's Supplemental
Compensation Fund
Allyson Brooks & the Andree Aelion
Brooks Donor Advised Fund of the
Jewish Federation of Northern New
Jersey
Sustaining Fund
Edith Rutel
Rene & Linda Bigardi
William Caslar
Pamela Wimp
in memory of Anna Kurtz
Hal Spencer
Julie Russo & Melissa DiFilippi
Bonnie Lambert

MAY YAHRZEITS
1 Eva Posner
1 Murray Brodoff
2 Kenneth Royer
2 Gloria Kaufman
3 Anne Bean
4 Isaac Robinson
4 Catherine Fay
4 Naomi Siegel
5 Dorothy David
5 Paul Davis
6 Jerry Grotsky
7 David Levy Asher

7 Chana Sokoloff
9 David Goldstein
10 Esther Pollock
10 Rose Mogal
10 Hyman Posner
12 Lee Hollander
12 Barry B. Aronovitch
12 June Bean
13 Lawrence Scheier
13 Sidney Rubin
13 Constance Shapiro
14/23 Alan E. Goldberg

14
14
14
17
17
18
21
21
21
23
25
25

Betty O'Shinsky Perry
Perle Schrager
Jean Medley
Eugence Balter
Jacqueline Rosenkrantz
John William Fay
Pauline Snyder
Estelle Grant
David Wedogsky
John Raymond Clow
Samel Turkheimer
Alan Orman

26 Morris Dobrin
26 Bessie Cotler
26 William Patrick Halpern
27 Leon Gerson
28 Shirley Bornstein
28 Eva Goldberg
28 Helen Finkel
31 Sidney Barshter
31 Joseph Asher
31 Dave Alexander
31 Nathan Schwartz

These names will be read from the bimah at Shabbat services before and after the yahrzeit. Bold type denotes those inscribed on a plaque
on our Memorial Wall. Please send any corrections and addtions to the Yahrzeit listings to tbh@bethhatfiloh.org!
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Happy Birthday

LIFE & LEGACY SPOTLIGLHT

1 Jeffery Reiner
5 Cecilia Reyes
6 Anne Hirsch
6 Joel Greene
6 Lucy Eaton
6 Laura Citrin
8 Michele Jackman
8 Len Trabka
8 Celia Brockman
10 Magdalena Cristo-Frank
10 Orin Zinn
11 Tovi Trobman
13 Charles Shelan
13 Daniel Farber
14 Robert Carmel
15 Andrew Gaines
15 Joseph Selwitz

Doreen and Nicholas Garcia

I feel passionately that there
should always be a Rabbi
and a Synagogue in Olympia dedicated to serving
all members of our local
Jewish community. It is
personally important to me
that we guarantee a secure
future for Temple Beth Hatfiloh, so that future generations can benefit from the
inspiring Jewish education and nurturing environment my
children experienced growing up in our community.
The importance we place on perpetuating TBH's role as
a center for Jewish worship, education, and learning has
inspired me, with the support of my husband Nicholas,
to commit to contributing to TBH's Life and Legacy
program. We hope you will join our family and help
ensure that TBH remains a vibrant center for Judaism
in our community far into the future.

www.melaleuca.com

16
16
16
16
17
18
19
21
21
21
23
24
28
28
29
29
29
31

Melissa DiFilippi
Kay McKenzie
Michael Swartz
Nicole Moulton
Arielle Lewis
Vincent Schwent
Kim Adelson
Gabrielle Sacks
Linda Blustein
Joshua Halofsky
Greg Moulton
Beth Halpern
Kimberly Ann Rifkin
Mary-Lynne Reiner
Doug Littauer
Avshalom Beaugard
Zoe Alig
Abigail Taylor

Over the last 20 years, Melaleuca
fundraising proceeds have raised
over $20,000 for TBH! The Melaleuca
line features 400 alternative for items
you may already be using every day.
For information, contact the TBH office.

To make donations, contact the CFD at (360) 902-4162 or cfd@sos.wa.gov.
Temple Beth Hatfiloh, Charity Code 1478808

To learn more about TBH's
Life and Legacy opportunities
please contact Charles Shelan
at cshelan@comcast.net.

Visit www.smile.amazon.com and type "Temple Beth Hatfiloh" into the
"pick your own charitable organization" search box.
Each time you shop Amazon, please visit www.smile.amazon.com.

Yes, I want to contribute to the ongoing vitality of
Jewish life in Olympia and the South Sound!
Enclosed is my gift of:
$18

$36

$54

$108 $180 $360 Other:______

Check payable to “Temple Beth Hatfiloh” is enclosed.
Visa MasterCard

Card #:_____________________________

This gift is
 In honor of
 In memory of
 Wishing speedy recovery to
 With thanks to
 On yartzeit of
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________

Sec. Code (Last 3 digits on back of card):_________ Exp. Date:_________

This gift is for
 High Holidays
 TBH Sustaining Fund
 Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
 Goldberg Scholarship Fund
 Building Strength
Maintenance Endowment
See above for fund descriptions.
High Holiday and other undesignated donations will be
applied to the Sustaining Fund.

Donor name: _____________________________________________

 Please send a notification of this gift to:

Address: ________________________________________________

Name: ____________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________
Phone: __________________________________________________
Email: __________________________________________________
Your gift is tax deductible. Thank you for your generosity.
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TEMPLE BETH HATFILOH is a community center for

Address: __________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: ______________________________________________
Donations, without amounts, will be acknowledged in TBH publications.
Please mark if this is an ANONYMOUS donation: 
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