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If it's March, it must be -

BLINTZAPALOOZA
Here at TBH, March Madness has nothing to do with Dr.
Naismith’s peach basket competition and everything to do
with eating and giving and giving by eating. Here’s
skinny (irony intended) on this year’s shindig:
When:

Sunday March 22, 10:00 AM to 2:00 P.M.;
9:30 A.M. for books

Where:

Temple Beth Hatfiloh, 201 8th Ave SE

Bill of fare:
		

Bagels w/ (or w/o) Lox and a schmear;
Blintzes, w/ (or w/o) sour cream and fruit

Brain fare:

Monster Book Sale.

Bake-off fare: Strudel!
Thanks to Edie Bean who has run classes on the creation of this buttery
bit of deliciousness. And thanks in advance to our stellar panel of judges:
Lauren Rogers from Gotti Sweets, Gary Potter from Left Bank Pastries, and
Jeremy Schwartz from San Francisco Bakery
Doing good by eating well:
All net proceeds of Blintzapalooza, as always, go to support our tradition of Tikkun
Olam, healing the world. We are reminded that in that tradition, charity and justice are the
same word: tzedakah.
Part of that world-healing is recognizing and acting on our scriptural obligations on the
plight of ha’ger, the refugee and the immigrant. The bulk of the proceeds from the 2020/
5780 Blintzapalooza will go to support the difficult work being performed by a network of
attorneys and other legal professionals and staff that provides a meaningful voice and advocacy to those escaping oppression and worse; those who seek our nation’s historic promise
of liberty and law in an increasingly hostile official environment.
As always a portion of the proceeds will also go to support the work of Interfaith Works
and a smaller grant to the St. Vincent de Paul Rent and Utility Assistance Program that provides assistance to keep families in crisis in their homes.
So come, and eat, and peruse the books, and mingle with a few thousand of your closest
Olympia friends!
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Pikuach Nefesh

From the Safety Team by Melinda Holman
When we welcome people into our home, we want
them to feel happy to be there. When we welcome
people into Blintzapalooza, we also want them to
feel happy and safe. We all work very hard to make
sure our guests have a good time. We greet them,
help them find the blintzes, bagels or books they
want. Another important part of that work is to do
our very best to make sure this very joyous time
is as safe as we can make it. The Safety Team has
coordinated with the Sanctuary Task Force to do
that. While the Sanctuary volunteers will be looking after the privacy of our guest, the Safety Team
will have trained “Observers” at each entrance. We
have also arranged to have an off-duty police officer
outside during the Palooza, hired through generous
donations. As “Observers”, we won’t be greeting or
answering questions. We will be smiling, wearing
ORANGE badges so you can identify us and doing
our best to make sure this is the best Blintzapalooza
ever. We ask that you don’t engage us in conversation but please do let us know if any person or
situation makes you apprehensive. We will be glad
to help figure out what is going on and handle it.
We literally want to stop any trouble at the door and
help our neighbors feel welcome AND safe.
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2020 Gala: Call for Donations
TBH is holding the Gala this year on May 17th and we're looking for donations! At the last gala, the most popular items were
donations or experiences made or sponsored by congregational
members. Popular items included:
• A hotel stay in Jerusalem
• 2 hand-crafted/designed wood tables
• 7 nights in Norway
• Edie’s famous Chopped Liver class
• A stay in a Maui condo
• A sailing trip
There won't be a silent auction, so we won't be accepting small
objets d'art or similar items.
If you would like to make a donation, please fill out the Live
Auction Donation Form. Due to limited space, we may not
be able to accept all donations; but, the Gala Committee will
review all submissions and respond as soon as possible. Thank
you! See more information about the Gala and purchase tickets
on the event page.
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Erev Shabbat Services

Shabbat Day Services

March 6
7:30 pm

1st SATURDAY, MARCH 7
Tot Shabbat at 9:30 am - All kids ages 0-6 and their grown ups

Choir Shabbat

There will be an oneg after the
		
service hosted by Yael & Brett
		Lewis.

March 13

Shabbat Service

6:00 pm
		

There will be an oneg after the
service hosted by Bernie Friedman.

March 20

Family Shabbat/

6:00 pm
Experience Shabbat
		
Family Shabbat service at 6
		
followed by a semi-catered dinner
		
by Nineveh. Please RSVP on the
		event page and bring a side dish or
		
dessert if you can. We will break into
		
groups to engage in an activity 		
		
based on the Torah portion of the
		week.

March 27

Shabbat Salon

6:00 pm
Catered meal & speaker after the
		
service. Please RSVP for the dinner.
		Details below.

Shabbat Salon: An Evening of
Open Hearts, Hands, and Minds
Friday, March 27 at 6:00 pm
Join us for Shabbat Salon! Our
speaker is Roni Koresh. Roni
is the Artistic Director of the
Koresh Dance Company.
The Koresh Dance Company
will be performing at the Washington Center on March 28.
More information can be found
here.
We begin with a full Shabbat service at 6:00
pm followed by a catered dinner and speaker in the Social Hall at 7:00 pm. RSVP is
required for the dinner only.
Registration is open. Sign up and pay online!
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and families are invited to celebrate Shabbat together with song,
story, movement, prayer and craft!
Awakened Heart Shabbat at 10:30 am - See more below.

2nd SATURDAY, MARCH 14
Torah Study at 10:00 am - Prayer and study are equally holy

activities--we will sit around a table, share a Shabbat brunch, and
study the Torah together. Food is provided, and all are invited to
join in these highly participatory discussions. No experience necessary!

3rd SATURDAY, MARCH 21
Mussar at 9:30 am - Mussar is the Jewish school of thought

which seeks to root personal character development and right
behavior in Jewish tradition and text. We will gather to learn more
about this tradition and how it may benefit our lives.

4th SATURDAY, MARCH 28
Talmud Study at 9:30 am - The Talmud is an ancient compendium of Jewish law and lore, and provides the basis upon which
biblical interpretation and contemporary Jewish practice rests. We
will dive deep into this text--no background required.

Awakened Heart Shabbat
The monthly gathering of Awakened Heart Shabbat will be
Saturday, March 7, at 10:30.
Join us as we gather to share food, music, stories and experiences to feed our hearts and spirits, and to explore the
mystical connections in our Jewish traditions.
This month Mo Golden, educator and innovator, will
bring us some creative experiences to deepen our connection with the season. As we begin the Hebrew month of
Adar and approach Purim, we will explore the themes of
joy, laughter, and fun, as well as deception, masks, and
outward/inward identity. We will do some self-reflection
through movement, imagery, and words.
All levels of participation are welcome. Please bring something for the potluck brunch if you are able.
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MARCH EVENTS
Strudel Demonstration

Sunday, March 1, 2:00 pm

Calling all pastry
practitioners (and
promising putterers):
Blintzapalooza is
rapidly approaching and that means
Bake-off bragging
rights are up for grabs again. This year
we’re calling for strudel makers to show
their stuff and stuff their strudel. In case
you missed Edie Bean’s master class in
January, she has graciously agreed to
reprise and will be demonstrating her
virtuoso technique one more time. See
you there!

Senior Schmooze

Tuesday, March 3, 12:00 pm

Bring your brown bag lunch and your
jokes! Dessert will be hosted by Russ
Lidman, and Brad Smith will be the
presenter this month.
Olympia Sisterhood Meeting
Tuesday, March 3, 1:30 pm
The Sisterhood of Greater Olympia
will be beginning the first session on
Jewish genetic diseases. Joan Wirth
will give a talk and show a CD on the
BRAC 1 and BRAC 2 gene mutations found in Ashkenazi Jews. One
woman in 40 has the mutation. The
program is free and all are welcome
to attend. The program will follow
the Senior Schmooze at TBH. If you
wish to attend, please RSVP to
pamelawimp@comcast.net so we
know how many will be attending.

Film Series: Foxtrot

Saturday, March 7, 7:00 pm

Foxtrot opens with Michael and Dafna's
gut-wrenching grief when army officials
show up at their home to announce the
death of their son, followed by the
Short Schrift: March 2020

Film Series: Foxtrot (cont.)

surreal military experiences of their son
in a desert outpost. "Israeli writer-director Samuel Maoz creates an elegant
allegory of self-examination and the
unmaking of myth,
employing symbolism, theatricality
and misdirection to
question some of the
most reassuring stories his home country
tells itself.” (Hornaday, Washington Post) “An intricate,
dazzling cinematic dance.” (Turan, Los
Angeles Times) Israel’s submission to
the Academy Awards. (108 minutes,
Hebrew with subtitles)

Purim Party

Monday, March 9, 6:00 pm

Join us for our annual Purim celebration! Food, crafts, games, music, the
famous Purim Pinata and the reading of
the megillah! Come in costume! Please
bring a box of dry macaroni and cheese
(or something comparable)--first you
can use it as a grogger and then we can
collect them as a donation for the Food
Bank. See banner on page 2.

FORKids Food Packing

Tuesday, March 10, 3:30 pm

Thurston County Food Bank
2260 Mottman Road SW, Tumwater

If there are any questions, please email
Elie at ehalpern7379@gmail.com or
give him a call at 360-357-8160. See
more on pg 5.

Grounds Work

Sunday, March 15, 10:00 am

Grounds work will be starting again in
March! Join Catherine from 10 am to
noon to help coordinate grounds cleanup and maintenance. Bring your own
gloves and small gardening tools if you
have them. We'll have supplies here, too.
Many hands make light work! Join us
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Grounds Work (cont.)

for all or any part of the morning.
Contact Catherine if you have any questions at beitsefer@bethhatfiloh.org.

Book Group

Tuesday, March 17, 7:00 pm
The Best Place
on Earth by by
Ayelet Tsabari is an
award-winning debut
collection of stories
that is global in
scope yet intimate in
feel, beautifully written, and emotionally
powerful.

Advancing in Hebrew

Wednesday, March 18, 7:00 pm

This seminar-type gathering will work
on advancing Hebrew knowledge, including grammar and roots.

Blintzapalooza

Sunday, March 22, 9:30 & 10:00 am
See page 1 for more information.

Board Meeting

Wednesday, March 25, 6:00 pm
Board meetings are open to all TBH
members.

Nuclear Weapons Presentation
Sunday, March 29, 7:00 pm

What’s Up? – What Can We Do? A
Panel Presentation At TBH. Featuring:
Joanne Dufour (Unitarian Universalist
United Nations Office: “Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons”), Glen
Anderson (Founder: Olympia Coalition
to Abolish Nuclear Weapons), and Mark
Fleming (Veterans For Peace, Olympia
Chapter). This Event is cosponsored by
Olympia Coalition to Abolish Nuclear
Weapons.
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APRIL
EVENTS PREVIEW
Senior Schmooze
Tuesday, April 7 at 12:00 pm
Community Seder
Thursday, April 9 at 6:00 pm
See below for more information.
Midwood
Thursday, April 16 at 7:00 pm
Return of Jake
Shulman-Ment and
Eleanore Weill.
Jake and Eleanor
brought down the
house at TBH in
2018. They're back
with two more musicians in a band
that reimagines traditional klezmer and
Yiddish melodies. They celebrate the
wandering, wilderness, exile, movement, liberation, and love at the core of
klezmer and Yiddish musical traditions.
Book Club
Tuesday, April 21 at 7:00 pm
Antisemitism: Here and Now by
Deborah Lipstadt is written in the form
of a series of letters between a "whip
smart" college student and a well-intentioned, non-Jewish law school professor.
Arts Walk Shabbat
Friday, April 24 at 7:56 pm
Meet at Sylvester Park for lighting candles and a short service. There will not
be a regular service at TBH.

Green Team
TBH has been recertified
the Hazon Seal of Sustainability for our efforts to reduce climate impacts through
energy savings, recycling
and composting, and raising
awareness of the congregation and community. Next
up: Blintzapalooza on March
22nd. Last year we had record attendance and anticipate the same this
year. We need more volunteer rovers to ensure plates, cups, silverware,
leftover food, and other waste is sorted correctly. Contact Karen Farber
at kpf555@gmail.com if you’re interested.
The date of our next Green Team meeting is still to be determined.
We always want to hear from you! Contact tbh@bethhatfiloh.org with
any questions or information.

FORKids Update
Many thanks to the nine volunteers, TBH members and non-member
friends, who on the second Tuesday of February, along with three volunteers from St. Andrews Lutheran Church, packed 600 bags for distribution to elementary school students in the Tumwater, Olympia and
North Thurston School Districts. The volunteers were as follows: Bernie Friedman, Sue Goldstein, Betty Fugazi, Emily Chadwick, Laura
Hurtado-Webb, Paige Brown, Brad Smith and Beth Dubey. We had
a very active group who in just a little over an hour filled two pallets
full of boxes with eight bags. We welcome members and non-members of TBH, including children and friends of TBH, to come join us
on the second Tuesday of March, March 10, 2020, at 3:30 p.m. at the
Tumwater Food Bank. We likely will have fewer volunteers from St.
Andrews in March, and three additional regulars will be back in Olympia to volunteer, so we look forward to seeing everyone who wishes to
have a good time for just a little over an hour in March. If you have any
questions, please contact Elie Halpern at 360-357-8160 or email him at
ehalpern7379@gmail.com.

Save the Date: Community Seder
Thursday, April 9 at 6:00 pm
Join us as we celebrate the Festival of Freedom together with song and story at the
annual Community Seder led by Rabbi Seth Goldstein, with a fully catered meal
by Nineveh. Paid reservations are required in advance. Register on our website's
Community Seder event page, and find out about the two different types of Seder
Plate Sponsorships this year! You can also email the office to arrange for registration and payment at tbh@bethhatfiloh.org.

Short Schrift: February 2020
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FROM CATHERINE CARMEL:
FAMILY LIFE AND LEARNING DIRECTOR
One of the Purim traditions in the
Beit Sefer is to create and deliver
mishloach manot gifts to members of
the TBH community. The kids make
the hamentaschen and often deliver
gifts in containers made or decorated
themselves. Hours of preparation go
into the creation of these gifts. Prior to sending families
out, I often field questions about what we’re doing and
why. Here’s a little information about mishloach manot.
There are four mitzvot associated with Purim. They
are reading the Megillah (or hearing it be read), eating
a festive meal, giving tzedakah, and sending portions
of food to friends. The Talmud defines the obligation
of mishloach manot (sending portions) as sending two
portions of food to one person. There is some question as
to what two portions means. Despite popular misconceptions, there is no obligation for the foods to require different brachot; they just need to be different foods. Most
likely, this idea gained traction because people wanted
to make sure the foods they were sending were different
enough to count as two separate items.
Depending on whom you ask, the reason for this
mitzvah is either to make sure everyone has food for their
Purim meal or to encourage unity among Jews. Either
works for me. Because the name mishloach manot means
sending portions, people assume that mishloach manot
should be sent rather than delivered in person. This is also
not necessarily true. It actually makes more sense to me
to deliver gifts in person so there is a connection between
the sender and recipient. It is better when encouraging
unity if there is a personal connection.
Of course it is considered admirable to send mishloach
manot to more recipients than the required one. However, if someone has funds available, it is most important
to spend them on giving to the needy. This is because
there is no greater joy than to gladden the hearts of the
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needy, as well as those of orphans, widows and converts
(Hilchot Megillah 2:17). A person who does this “revives
the spirits of the humble and invigorates the hearts of the
depressed” (Isaiah 57:15). This year we’re making it easy
to give while enjoying our Purim celebration. Bring a
box of dry macaroni and cheese (or comparable food) to
the party. Use it as a grogger during the Megillah reading,
then leave it at TBH as a food bank donation. Purim is a
holiday designed to increase joy and revive everyone’s
spirits. Hag Purim sameach!
L’shalom,

The following blurb is from Akiva Erezim, our Alim (5 &
6 grade) group:
The Alim class has shifted into discussions of Jewish
ethics. The ethical principle of bal tashchit (do not [wantonly] destroy) is a new and recurring theme, which is of
such timely importance and impact. The children have
been introduced to how bal tashchit has expanded in
Jewish consciousness from its narrower originations into
a cornerstone of ecologically-driven community practice.
The children can see the urgency and primacy of this
ideal, how it directly relates to their lives and that of the
generations. I am hopeful that they will carry this principle with them and that it will inform even the smallest
of their future choices. Rav Zutra in the Talmud (Shabbat
67b) describes the concept in terms of wasting candles
or kerosene; either are a violation of the principle. The
contemporary equivalents are numerous when considered. Overall, bal tashchit is a message that encourages
conservation and conveys clinging to that which is good
and beneficial – the task of anyone who aspires to be
righteous.
Adar - Nisan 5780

Opportunity to Vote
Did you know that you may be able to vote for representatives to the World
Zionist Congress (WZC)? Every 5 years, Jews outside of Israel vote for slates
(similar to parties in a parliament). The WZC directs close to $1 billion annually
in funds that go to different kinds of projects and initiatives involving Israel.
Any Jewish-American who is 18 or older can vote. If that describes you,
you can vote from now through March 11 at zionistelection.org. The committee
overseeing the vote charges $7.50 to register, which helps pay for the election
-- the payment does not go to the WZO.
There are 14 groups who are sponsoring slates of candidates for this election.
These groups range across the political spectrum – you can find descriptions of
the slates at https://azm.org/elections.
Reconstructing Judaism is partnering with the Union for Reform Judaism in
support of the ARZA slate in this important election. You can read about it here:
https://www.reconstructingjudaism.org/israel/arza-2020
TBH is not endorsing any slate, but we encourage you to vote!

Thanks Volunteers!

On February 15, Dr. Byler
provided an overview of the
dire situation facing Uyghers in
China, and local Uyghers from
Olympia and Seattle shared
their heartrending stories.
About 60 members of TBH, the
Islamic Center of Olympia, and
the general community attended. Discussion and conversation lasted long after the event,
and a follow-up event may
be planned this spring at the
Islamic Center.

Oneg Hosts: Marcia David & Howard
Goldberg, Matt & Lindsey Kennelly
Greeters: Tikva Glantz,
Gary Schneider, Melinda Holman
Salon: Thomas Courts, Gail Pollock,
Tikva Glantz, Anaya Balter, Laura
Hurtado-Webb, Linda Blustein,
Elizabeth Siegel, and others!

THANK YOU
FOR YOUR

CONTRIBUTIONS
Rabbi's Supplemental
Compensation Fund
Andree Brooks
A/V Upgrades
Resa and David Eppler
Sanctuary Fund
Robert B Godwin
Irwin Noparstak and Joan Bayliss
Sustaining Fund
William Caslar
Tali Waterman
Nancy Koppelman in memory of
Ruby Koppelman
Salon Sponsorship
Robert Godwin in honor of
Anya Wallace

WELCOME
NEW MEMBERS!
Sarah Levin
Aaron Wolfman
Rebecca Rutzick and
Jason Selwitz

MARCH YAHRZEITS
1 James Bamberger
2 Mildred Frank
2 Pearl Janowitz
3 Donald Schwartz
3 Sam Alfasso
4 Raymond Franklin
4 Tillie Bard
5 Harry Sahanow
5 John Billingsly
Clough
5 Norman Kamen
6 Dorothy Ruben

6

Bernard Henry
Adelson
7 Joan Hittle
7 Gretchen Neff
8 Samuel Lubarr
8 Herman Klotz
9 James Wolfhagen
9 Dorothy Peckler
10 Leah Weiss
10 Yenta Rome
11 Helen Wolfhagen
11 William Greenberg
12 Louis Goldberg

13 Cyrus David
Golberg
13 Rose Ferber
15 Leonard Ostrer
15 Mitchell Mandeberg
15 Joan David Hittle
16 Joan Green
16 William Eastham
17 Lawremce Strasberg
18 Hal Marcus
19 John Jerry Neff
19 Sadao Kishimoto
19 Belle Goldstein

23 Jay Koledin
23 Marion Denitz
23 Bernard Silverman
24 Elliott Ostrer
24 Glen Ennis Clough
25 Tiby Roller
25 Richard Bamberger
25 Sam Gelber
26 Daniel Koledin
26 Zangwill Freed
28 Elizabeth Brocha
31 Dave Alexander
31 Nathan Schwartz

These names will be read from the bimah at Shabbat services before and after the yahrzeit. Bold type denotes those inscribed on a plaque
on our Memorial Wall. Please send any corrections and addtions to the Yahrzeit listings to tbh@bethhatfiloh.org!
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Happy Birthday

The Havurah Synagogue in Ashland, OR presents

Rabbi Rachel Barenblat & Rabbi David Markus

2
3
6
8
8
9
9
12
13
14
14
15
15
15
16
16

Shabbaton June 5 - June 6, 2020
“Prayer, Poetry & Politics; Renewing the call to bless
and repair the world”
Find out more information here.

Lynn Grotsky
Nathan Hamilton
Michael Marchand
Russell Lidman
Michelle Gaines
Catherine Carmel
Brianna McTeague
Marvin Max
Brandon Dille
Jeremy Reyes
Jill Dole
Lori Kishimoto
Bertram Trobman
Sam Barer
Molly Littauer
Kayla Iverson

www.melaleuca.com

16
17
18
19
19
20
20
22
22
23
23
24
29
30
30
30
31

Blake Dille
Tikva Glantz
Gerald Fay
Julie Russo
Cliff Glantz
Erin Littauer
Camille Kettel
Doreen Garcia
Felicia Hanig
Alana Carr
Holly Tichenor
Rebekah Zinn
Howard Goldberg
Lynne Alfasso
Harriet Trobman
Karen Farber
Brian Boyd

Over the last 20 years, Melaleuca
fundraising proceeds have raised
over $20,000 for TBH! The Melaleuca
line features 400 alternative for items
you may already be using every day.
For information, contact the TBH office.

To make donations, contact the CFD at (360) 902-4162 or cfd@sos.wa.gov.
Temple Beth Hatfiloh, Charity Code 1478808

Visit www.smile.amazon.com and type "Temple Beth Hatfiloh" into the
"pick your own charitable organization" search box.
Each time you shop Amazon, please visit www.smile.amazon.com.

Yes, I want to contribute to the ongoing vitality of
Jewish life in Olympia and the South Sound!
Enclosed is my gift of:
$18

$36

$54

$108 $180 $360 Other:______

Check payable to “Temple Beth Hatfiloh” is enclosed.
Visa MasterCard

Card #:_____________________________

This gift is
 In honor of
 In memory of
 Wishing speedy recovery to
 With thanks to
 On yartzeit of
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________

Sec. Code (Last 3 digits on back of card):_________ Exp. Date:_________

This gift is for
 High Holidays
 TBH Sustaining Fund
 Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
 Goldberg Scholarship Fund
 Building Strength
Maintenance Endowment
See above for fund descriptions.
High Holiday and other undesignated donations will be
applied to the Sustaining Fund.

Donor name: _____________________________________________

 Please send a notification of this gift to:

Address: ________________________________________________

Name: ____________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________
Phone: __________________________________________________
Email: __________________________________________________
Your gift is tax deductible. Thank you for your generosity.
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TEMPLE BETH HATFILOH is a community center for

Address: __________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: ______________________________________________
Donations, without amounts, will be acknowledged in TBH publications.
Please mark if this is an ANONYMOUS donation: 
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Available Funds
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