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Happy (Secular) New Year!
There are so many things I love about
being Jewish. One of them is that we have
two opportunities to celebrate the New
Year. I appreciate both chances to reflect
upon the previous year and contemplate
how I can do better and be better in the
year ahead.

And, because I currently serve as your
Board President, my personal reflections
and resolutions are deeply intertwined with
our congregational community.

Second example: Our Immigration and
Refugee Task Force. We are now a
Sanctuary Congregation. This came
about because a group of TBH members
chose to live out a core teaching of
Judaism: Welcoming the Stranger. Due
to their dedication, we may soon be a
port in the storm for someone facing
possible deportation.

Is there something you would like to see
happen at TBH? An activity, a program,
an interest group? Please contact me at
tikvatbh@gmail.com. I would love to hear
your ideas, and brainstorm how we can
make them happen.

My friends, we have created so much
together. TBH is a slice of loving-kindness
in our troubled world. And there is no
end to the things we can co-create. First
example: our new Arts and Culture group. Together, let’s make 2019 another joyful
This dedicated group of volunteers recently and meaningful year at TBH!
brought us two amazing events; a klezmer
and Yiddish folk song concert and a
Christmas Day Chinese dinner and movie.
In a short period of time, these TBH
Tikva Glantz, Board President
members have infused our community
with much appreciated Yiddishkeit
and celebration.

TODA RABA! THANK YOU!
We are so grateful for the huge response to our Annual
Hanukkah Appeal! Because of your generous support,
we raised over $5,500!!! We are thankful to all our
Members and Contributing Friends who gave to TBH!
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Saturday, January 26th, 2:00-6:00 pm
Coming out of Tu B’shvat, as the sap rises in the veins of the trees,
we feel our earth-bodies awakening to the changing light. The trees’
structure, stability and steadfastness, their quiet witnessing, these
are ways that we want to learn to be there for each other, to be in
community together.
In this workshop we will explore the roots of Judaism through
embodying the archetypes of trees in Jewish teachings. We’ll pay
reverence to the sacred tree of life explored in the Kabbalah, relate
to the physical body of the Torah made of animal skin and plant
matter, and create art that explores our commitment to taking care
of the earth and trees we love. We’ll sing, pray, eat, tend our bodies
and plant seeds. No Hebrew or singing experience required.
Beginners welcome.

To register email elementalactivation@gmail.com.
The workshop is sliding scale $50-100, according to what you can afford.
Scholarships available. People of color and people with disabilities are
invited to attend for free. Wheelchair accessible. Please come scent-free.

Visit the TBH calendar page for more details!

Chinese Dinner and a Movie on December 25
A magical evening with great food and a compelling movie!
Who knew there is such a hunger for this tradition on Christmas Day in Olympia? We kept expanding the number of dinner
registrations, capping them at 74, and everyone showed up. There were many guests who heard about the event, in addition to
TBH members, making for a wonderful mix of conversations. Dinner was followed with a showing of BlacKkKlansman, with
its theme of African American/Jewish allyship in the face of white supremacy, attended by 80 people. Good food, good fellowship and entertainment -- what else could you want?
So many people helped make this happen. Thanks to: the folks who helped with set-up (Karen Farber, Michele Jackman, Ellen
Grant, Laura Hurtado-Webb, and Brad Smith); the folks who picked up the food (Sam Schrager and Richard Jackman); the
amazing folks who handled clean-up (Steve Buxbaum, Joyce Kilmer, Rabbi Marna Sapsowitz, Beth Dubey, Bernie Friedman
and more); and a very special shout-out to Melinda Holman who made Chinese Almond cookies!
												Laura Schrager
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January Erev
January 4
7:30 pm
		
		

Shabbat Services

Shabbat Choir Service
Cindy Levy is hosting the oneg
after the service in honor of her
mother Suzanne Haiby.

Livestream service!

This service will be streamed live on our
Facebook page. No account necessary. Visit our
FB page at https://www.facebook.com/bethhatfiloh
and click the "Videos" link on the left to watch the
service from anywhere!

January 11
6:00 pm
		
		

Shabbat Salon
Catered meal and speaker
after the service. Please RSVP
for the dinner. Details below.

January 18
6:00 pm
		

Family Shabbat Service
There is a potluck dinner
following the service.

January 25
6:00 pm
		
		

Shabbat Service
There will be a Tu B'Shevat
Tisch following the service.
See details below.

January Shabbat Day Activities
JEWISH WITH MEANING
1st Saturday, January 5, 10:30

Guest host Elza will lead our discussion this month on how we can
sanctify life through the mark of the righteous, tzedakah. We will
gather together for brunch and take a tour of RAMBAM's elegant
summery of hilchot tzedakah with a mind towards bringing this
teaching to life and lifting up our community.

TORAH STUDY
2nd Saturday, January 12, 10:00 am

Prayer and study are equally holy activities; and we will do both.
We’ll share a snack and study the Torah together. All are invited.

MUSSAR & HAVURAH
3rd Saturday, January 19, 9:00 am and 10:00 am

At 9:00 am join us for Mussar ‒ the Jewish school of thought which
seeks to root personal character development and right behavior in
Jewish tradition and text. At 10:00 am join us for Havurah, a small
group of like-minded Jews who assemble to experience Shabbat and
prayer services, lifecycle events, and Jewish learning together.

TALMUD STUDY
4th Saturday, January 26, 9:00 am (Note the start time!)

The Talmud is a compendium of law and lore that is the basis on
which biblical interpretation and contemporary Jewish practice rest.
Rabbi Seth will lead us as we dive deep into this complex and
fascinating text. Note the 9:00 start time for this month only.
Talmud Study will begin at the regular time of 9:30 am in February.

Shabbat Salon: An Evening of
Open Hearts, Hands and Minds

Tu Bishvat Tisch
(and Potluck)!

Friday, January 11 at 6:00 pm

Friday, January 25, 6:00 pm

Join us for Shabbat Salon!
Our speaker is awardwinning poet and musician
Alicia Jo Rabbins who will
share her work with us.
The evening will begin
with a full Shabbat service
at 6:00 pm followed by a
catered dinner and our speaker in the Social Hall at
7:00 pm. RSVP is required for the dinner only. Join us
for the speaker only around 7:45 pm.
Registration is open through Wednesday, January 9th
at 5:00 pm. Sign up and pay online!
Short Schrift: January 2019
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It’s the New Year of the
Trees! Join us as we
celebrate Shabbat and
another new year. Rather
than a regular service, we
will gather in the Social
Hall for a tisch (“table”)
with song and story to
celebrate these two
events. For Tu Bishvat
we will have a Seder full
of symbolic foods as we
connect with the natural
world and different layers
of mystical understanding. Please bring some dairy/
vegetarian food to share! 6:00 pm. (Note earlier time!)
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JANUARY EVENTS
Tot Shabbat

Saturday, January 5, 9:00 am

All kids ages 0-6 and their grown ups
and families are invited to celebrate
Shabbat together with song, story,
movement, prayer and craft! Join us the
first Saturday of every month.

Torah Class with Marna

Sunday, January 6, 7:00 pm

Have you always wanted to learn to
chant from the Torah? Here's your
chance! Rabbi Marna Sapsowitz will be
teaching an Adult Torah Reading class
on Sunday mornings from 10:30 am to
noon beginning January 6th. Visit the
website calendar for details.

Senior Schmooze

Tuesday, January 8, 12:00 pm

Don't miss out! Bring your brown bag
lunch and jokes! Bernie Friedman and
Pamela Gentile-Friedman are dessert
hosts. Our speaker will be Joan Wirth
who lead a conversation about Jewish
voting patterns.

FORKids Food Packing

Tuesday, January 8, 3:30 pm

Thurston County Food Bank
2260 Mottman Road SW, Tumwater

Join us on the second Tuesday of the
month as we again fill bags at the
Tumwater branch of the Thurston
County Food Bank. Questions? Please
contact Elie Halpern at (360) 357-8160
or ehalpern7379@gmail.com.
Olympia Sisterhood Meeting
Tuesday, January 8, 1:30 pm
Join us at TBH! Our topic this month
is "Biblical Characters." For more
information, please call Myra Paull
at (253) 666-3242.
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Safety Team

Tuesday, January 8, 7:00 pm

We are having our first meeting of 2019
and have a full agenda of important
safety topics for TBH. We welcome
new volunteers! Questions? Call or text
Marcia at (206) 353-7255 or Howard
at (206) 229-0495 or howardbigbear@
gmail.com.

Shabbat Salon

Friday, January 11, 6:00 pm

Join us for our
monthly Shabbat
Salon featuing poet
and musician
Alicia Jo Rabbins.
We begin with a
full Shabbat service
at 6:00 pm followed by a catered dinner
and presentation in the Social Hall at
7:00 pm. You must register for the
dinner by e-mail or sign up and pay for
dinner on our event page!

Immigration and Refugee
Task Force Meeting

Wednesday, January 16, 7:00 pm
Learn and participate in TBH efforts
to make a positive impact around the
ongoing issue of providing sanctuary
in the greater Olympia community.

Shabbat Shirah Kumsitz &
Tu B'Shvat Seder

Saturday, January 19, 4:00 pm

The TBH choir, Kol
Neshama, invites you
to the 4th annual
Shabbat Shirah
kumsitz! The day
marks Shabbat Shirah,
the Sabbath of Song, when
we read Parshat Beshalach
(Exodus 13:17-17:16), the
Torah portion that includes the Song
at the Sea. A kumsitz (from the Yiddish
“come sit”) describes gathering together
to sing and socialize, either on the floor,
in chairs, or around a campfire. Read the
PDF flyer for more information.

Green Team

Advancing in Hebrew

Join us for the first planning meeting
of the year to support our TBH green
efforts! New volunteers welcome!

This seminar-type gathering will work
on advancing Hebrew knowledge,
including grammar and roots. Held on
the 4th Tuesday of the month.

Tuesday, January 15, 5:30 pm

Book Group
Murder Under the Bridge:
a Palestine Mystery
by Kate Jessica Raphael

Tuesday, January 15, 7:00 pm

Spanning seventy years and several
continents--from a refugee's shattered
dreams in 1938 Berlin, to a discontented
American couple in the 1950s, to a
young woman's life in modern-day
Jerusalem--this epic, enthralling
novel tells the braided love story of
three unforgettable characters.
Download the full book club schedule
here (PDF).
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Tuesday, January 22, 7:00 pm

TBH Film Series
Norman: The Moderate
Rise & Tragic Fall of a
New York Fixer

Saturday, January 26, 7:00 pm
Persistent wheeler dealer Norman
(masterfully played by Richard Gere)
falls in with an Israeli politician (Lior
Ashkenazi) on the rise. Norman is
revealed to be a complicated, lonely
man -- a macher, a schnorrer, and a
mensch. Selected by Tablet Magazine
as the best Jewish film of 2017.
Free event. Donations welcome.
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FEBRUARY
EVENTS
PREVIEW
Senior Schmooze
Tuesday, February 4 at 12:00 pm
Health & Wellness Series
Monday, February 11
at 7:00 pm
Watch the weekly details!
Shabbat Salon
Friday, February 8
at 6:00 pm
Join us for our Shabbat
Salon with guest speaker
and TBH Member
Howard Schwartz who
will address the topic of
inequality in America.
Book Group
Tuesday, February
19 at 7:00 pm
Dinner at the Center
of the Earth by
Nathan Englander

FORKIDS FOOD PACKING

Thanks to Beth Dubey, Paige Brown, Sue Goldstein, Betty Goldstein,
Betty Fugazi, Richard Jackman and Michele Jackman for traveling
in the rain and wind to bag one and a half pallets of food at the Thurston
County Food Bank December 11th. We had a very good time and even
though we missed several of our regulars, everyone’s efforts were well
appreciated as were the sweets made by our newest volunteer, Betty Fugazi.
Have a happy and healthy holiday season, and 2019 hopefully will be a
great year. I look forward to seeing you again the second Tuesday in
January, which is the 8th, at 3:30 pm. ~ Elie

BLINTZAPALOOZA COMMITTEE
Mark your calendars for Sunday, March 31st! This year
TBH is celebrating the 31st Annual Blintzapalooza!
We are now accepting books for the sale. Bring them
by the office Tuesday-Friday between 10:00 am and
2:00 pm, or any time you are here for a service or activity.

GREEN TEAM

We appreciate everyone’s help putting the correct items in the compost,
recycle, and trash bins. This team effort makes the process easier and more
efficient. Click here to review our policies. Another great way to help is to
take the lead in coordinating clean up and recycling at TBH events, which
happen weekly. Many thanks to those of you who already have. If you’re
interested in this, or have any questions or ideas for the Green Team, please
email Spencer at spencer.2bsure@gmail.
com. We are also posting notices by the
thermostats - please do not change the
temperatures. They are programmed for
efficiency! Our next meeting is Tuesday,
January 15th at 5:30 pm.

Thank You, Volunteers!
Hanukkah Party: David Sherer-Waters, BatSheva Stein, Spencer Orman, Deb Taylor, Kenny Cohen, Will Gallin, Ariel
Rayles, Paul Alig, Kay Hutchinson, Abby Gross, Jeremy Blank, Will Eliot, Sarah Newman, Amy Newman, Jacob Cohen,
Sara Eve Sarliker, Barbara Roseman, Ella Sarliker and anyone else who helped out and/or cleaned up whose name I
failed to record (my apologies).
Mussar and Service Leaders: Richard and Michele Jackman
Shabbat Salon: Melinda Holman, Nancy Snyder, Marna Sapsowitz, Laura Schrager, Cindy Levy, Barnett, Kalikow, Spencer Orman, Marcia David, Howard Goldberg, Julie Mankin, Leslie Goldstein, Susan Milins, Paige Brown, Gary Schneider, Katherine Davis-Delaney
Oneg Hosts: Madrachim Group, Julie Kinn, Gail Pollock
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FAMI LY LIF E & LEAR N IN G
Our December middah is bitachon,
which is often translated as
confidence. In our Beit Sefer
monthly middah study, we’re looking
at it as being based in trust in G-d.
This kind of trust calls us to cultivate
an awareness that we exist within and are supported by
something much bigger than ourselves. With children,
this support initially comes through our parents, our
family and eventually becomes our experience being
part of a community.
By focusing on this middah we are asking the children to
cultivate the confidence to know they are supported even
when they do not see or feel it and at the same time, we
are asking them how they can be that support to others.
In class the kids have begun conversations about
mitzvot like tzedakah, tikkun olam and g’milut chasidim,
all geared towards emphasizing how they can actively
provide support to others. The different groups will go
in different directions around the various mitzvot, but

Here’s a short update from Kayla Iverson, teacher of
the Alim (5 & 6 grade) class:
We are seven classes into this year of Beit Sefer and
the Alim class has been busy! We have spent every
week so far exploring different aspects of the concept
of hineini—how we can place ourselves at the center
of a long Jewish tradition, and how we can interpret
that tradition to be applicable to our everyday lives.
This conversation manifests in different ways, from
exploring our own family relationships through the
lens of the biblical lives of the patriarchs and
matriarchs, to examining Maimonides’ thoughts on
tzedakah, and using it to inform our own collection
of tzedakah as a class throughout the year. The Alim
students are also getting increasingly comfortable
reading Hebrew—we have spent a lot of time
looking over some of the typical blessings, finding
those patterns and key words. It is great to see the
class’s progress each session! We also had a wonderful
time ushering in Hanukkah for our last class, making
cookies for the whole Beit Sefer. Keep an eye out for
us in January, when we assist with family services!

with such thoughtful and generous kids, I have no doubt
that every group will do a great job finding a way to

Have you found yourself wanting to teach

help someone. In January we will begin looking at din,

but aren’t sure if you really can? Do you

translated as justice. Looking at the quote, “Injustice

want to work with kids but can’t commit to a
regular schedule? The Beit Sefer program

anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere,” from

is looking for people interested in substitute

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. I wonder where the kids

teaching when the regular teachers are ill or

will see injustice and what they will decide they can

out of town. Substitutes work only on Sundays,

do to help.

are not required to create lesson plans, but

			L’shalom,

must be generally able to work on fairly short
notice. For questions or to apply, contact
Catherine at beitsefer@bethhatfiloh.org.
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T HA NK Y O U F OR YOUR C ONTRI BUT I ONS!
ANNUAL HANUKKAH CAMPAIGN

Marissa & Sam Coor
Lowell & Susan Cordas
Sherwin Cotler & Bronwyn Vincent
David Deitz
James Dolliver
Cheryl Duryea in memory of Raven Lidman
Bernie Friedman & Pamela Gentile-Friedman
Leslie Goldstein
Sue Goldstein
Karen Greene
Tikva & Cliff Glantz
David Huguet
Laura Hurtado-Webb
Rebecca & Alan Kamen
Camille Kettel & Marvin Max in memory of Raven Lidman

Lori Kishimoto & Craig Wallace
Nancy Koppelman
Deborah Loomis
Robert Lovitt
Zoe Myers
Stephen Posner
Linda Rubin
Barbara & Arnold Saltzman
Anjali Silva & Yale Balotin
Nancy Snyder & Gary Schneider
Shari Silverman
Barbara & Oscar Soule
Erin & Gaute Syversen
Raphael Venegas

SUSTAINING FUND

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND

Frank Herman in memory of Ralf Herman
Helene & Paul Paroff in memory of Arthur Weiss
Joanne Sobel in memory of Jody Rosenkrantz
Judith Barnes in memory of Margaret Barnes
Katherine Davis-Delaney in memory of Malinda Lamm
Linda Rubin in memory of Raven Lidman
William Caslar
Ellen & Carl Wolfhagen

Diane Dakin
Karen & Alan Goldstein for the yahrzeit of
Ida Goldstein, Mother of Alan Goldstein
and Grandmother of Rabbi Seth Goldstein
The TBH Men's Poker Group
Marilyn Gisser
Stephen Bean
Paul & Rosemary Marchant in memory of
Helen Marchant and Rochelle Marchant

CHOIR FUND

Tikva & Cliff Glantz in memory of Raven Lidman

JANUARY YAHRZEITS
1
1
1
2
3
4
5
5
5
7
7
8
9
9
10
11

Rachel Kogan
Suzanne I. Haiby
Morton Saul Poplack
Jacob Goldberg
Philip Frank
Herb Kadden
George Bamberger
Bill Stockwell
Irving Hanig
Coleman Gershuny
Mark Kogan
Ralf Herman
Sophie Scheier
Ellen Hecker Whitting
Annita Barnett
Harold Joseph Atkin

12
13
15
15
18
24
24
24
24
25
25
26
27
28
30
30
31

Kenneth Edgan Goldstein Gale
Maurice L. Halpern
Abraham Stern
Bob Perretz
John B. Vincent
Sarah Goldberg
Nina Grauer
Sylvia Strasberg
Edward M. Reiner
Leah Boyd
Dena Bank
Ruth Weiss
Celia Friedman
Alvin Posner
Barbara Sapsowitz
Sylvia Shelan
Morris Cohen

These names will be read from the bimah at Shabbat services before and after the
yahrzeit. Bold type denotes those inscribed on a plaque on our Memorial Wall.
Please send any corrections and addtions to tbh@bethhatfiloh.org.
Short Schrift: January 2019
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We hosted over 100 people at our December Shabbat Salon
with guest speaker Justice Steven Gonzalez!
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Happy Birthday
Yom Huledet Sameach

LIFE & LEGACY
SPOTLIGLHT
David and Felicia Hanig
Felicia and I have lived in
Olympia since 1990. During
that time, Temple Beth
Hatfiloh has become a central
part of our lives – providing a
community of support, song
and worship. Our positive
experience makes us want to
help perpetuate the light of
Judaism in Olympia and the US. To that end, we intend our
gift to support youth education at TBH. We particularly
want to help offset the financial burden for young families
and support a vibrant educational program.

3

Matt Kennelly

19 Gaute Syversen

3

Phyllis Neff

20 Ellen Young

4

Lydia Beth Leimbach

21 Richard Court

4

Mark Bean

24 Rebecca Kamen

7

Zoe Curlee-Strauss

24 Tim Ramos

10 Tom McDonald

29 Sam Rayor

10 Lisa Strange

30 Kenny Cohen

12 Beth Dubey

30 Lorrie Markman

13 Harriet Strasberg

30 Bill Dole, Jr.

13 Craig Wallace

31 Dan Shear

18 Lisa Barer

31 Jayné Nelson

19 Aaron Brickman

www.melaleuca.com

Making a legacy commitment to
TBH is a simple process that can
help ensure a strong and secure
future for our Congregation and
our local Jewish community!
To learn more, please contact
Charles Shelan, chair of the
TBH Life and Legacy Committee,
at cshelan@comcast.net.

Over the last 20 years, Melaleuca
fundraising has raised over $20,000
for TBH! The Melaleuca line features
400 alternative for items you may
already be using every day. For more
information, contact the TBH office.
To make donations, contact the CFD
at (360) 902-4162 or cfd@sos.wa.gov.
Temple Beth Hatfiloh's Charity
Code is 1478808
Visit www.smile.amazon.com and type
"Temple Beth Hatfiloh" into the "pick
your charitable organization" search
box. Each time you shop Amazon,
go to www.smile.amazon.com.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATIONS!
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