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Justice, Justice, You Shall Pursue
(Tzedek, tzedek tirdof -Deuteronomy 16:20)
Since this is my last article written as your Board President, I intended it to be upbeat; a
highlight reel of the last two years. But we are now collectively reeling from another killing
of an unarmed African American man at the hands of the police. This comes on the heels
of many other acts of violence committed against people of color. Social justice is a central Jewish teaching, and we know there can be no justice until we are all treated equally. I
hope we at TBH can find a way to use our collective voice towards finally ending systemic
racism in our country.
Save the Date: TBH Annual Meeting
We will celebrate our collective accomplishments at our Annual Meeting, this time via
Zoom, on Sunday, June 14 at 10 a.m. We have a great agenda planned, which will include
getting your feedback about congregational life during this pandemic. Please plan on attending!
All members in good standing should receive an electronic ballot on June 1. There is only
one thing on the ballot: our slate of Board Nominees (thank you to all who are willing to
serve!). If you do not receive a ballot and believe you should have, please contact Kayla at
tbh@bethhatfiloh.org. We do need a quorum, so please vote!
Annual Report
Please take a moment to read our Annual Report. I hope you feel inspired by what we accomplish together. I certainly do!
Todah Rabah, Thank you!
Thank you for the opportunity to serve as your congregational President. It has been an
honor and a privilege to do this work, not always easy but always meaningful and important. I wish our incoming Board all the best! They are an impressive group of TBH members, with Allyson Brooks (President) and Leslie Goldstein (Vice President), at the helm.
This quote perfectly expresses my hopes for TBH: May we learn to speak in Holy and kind
ways to one another. May we learn to make the ordinary extraordinary. May we go from
strength to strength. (From My Jewish Learning).
B’Shalom,

tbh@bethhatfiloh.org
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End of Life
Planning

Transportation
Assistance
Dear TBH Members & friends, you may recall
providing input for a list of initiatives/actions for our
temple last year. The initiatives/programs/activities were
to be funded through TBH. One of the initiatives was
transportation assistance for those individuals who may
not drive. Your Temple Board would like to find out how
many people need transportation assistance to participate in temple activities. This could be in the form of a
ride, using Uber, public transport, etc.
If you are in need of our help to be more engaged, we
want to hear from you. Once we re-open, it would be
great to have this system in place. Please contact Laura
Hurtado-Webb at laurahw@earthlink.net if this is a
service you could use.

By the Cemetery Committee

We want to share a few words about costs since this
is a matter that comes up often and we hope it may
be useful information. If this an uncomfortable topic
for you, please skip this article. For a cost breakdown,
to start, a plot costs TBH members $1800. This is the
least costly item in a burial. The costs associated with
Masonic Memorial Park’s opening and closing the plot
and the liner for the plot approach $3000. The funeral service provider will cost on the order of $5000,
including the casket and all of the transport associated
with a death. Monuments vary in price from $1500 for
a low stone to $3000 or more for an elevated stone.
It is not uncommon for a family to spend as much as
$13,000 to cover the costs of an interment.

Virtual Gala Update
By David Hanig
On May 17th, TBH celebrated its first (and last?) "virtual" Gala.
The Gala Team - Edie Bean, Beth Dubey, Leslie Goldstein, Sue Goldstein, Felicia Hanig, Kayla Iverson, and Michele Jackman - had been
planning over several months to hold an in-person gala at the Olympia
Country Club. With the onset of COVID 19, we had to cancel the
event; but, the intrepid planning group decided to quickly organize a
virtual gala. Some were skeptical; but, with encouragement from Edie
Bean, the group rallied and, within a few weeks, arranged for Nineveh
to provide meals, collected auction donations, and scheduled drivers
to deliver meals. On the evening of the 17th, Rabbi Seth led us in a
rousing chorus of Zoom Gala, Gala and Russ Lidman, our auctioneer extraordinaire, auctioned off 16 items - all donated or made by TBH members. It was a successful evening. 119 meals were ordered and delivered. TBH raised
$5,970 from the auction and an astonishing $14,115 in cash donations. Amazing! Thank you to the Gala Team, the
Rabbi, Russ and all who participated.

Thank you to our Board Members
Submitted by Tikva Glantz
Many thanks to our out-going Board members for dedicating their time and talents to TBH: Spencer Orman, Ed
Adelson and Rebekah Zinn. And, thank you to the nominees on the ballot, for stepping up to serve the congregation
in this meaningful way: Board Officers Allyson Brooks (President), Leslie Goldstein (Vice President), David Hanig
(Secretary) and Gary Schneider (Treasurer), and Members-at-Large: Daniel Farber, Marilyn Gisser, Charles Shelan
and Len Trabka. And of course, thank you to Michael Blum, Melinda Holman and Laura Hurtado-Webb for remaining on the Board to complete their two-year terms. It has been an honor and a delight to work with each of you!
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Erev Shabbat Services

Shabbat Day Services

1st FRIDAY, JUNE 5
7:30 pm
Shabbat Service with Choir
		
leaders

1st SATURDAY, JUNE 6
9:00 am
Tot Shabbat

Join Zoom>>

2nd FRIDAY, JUNE 12
6:00 pm
Shabbat & Salon@Home!
See more on page 4.
		

Join Zoom>>
3rd FRIDAY, JUNE 19
6:00 pm
Family Shabbat Service &
		
Teacher Appreciation

Join Zoom>>
10:00 am
			

See more below.

Join Zoom>>
2nd SATURDAY, JUNE 13
10:00 am
Torah Study

Join Zoom>>
3rd SATURDAY, JUNE 20
10:00 am
Mussar

Join Zoom>>

Join Zoom>>
4th FRIDAY, JUNE 26
7:30 pm Shabbat Service

Awakened Heart Shabbat

4th SATURDAY, JUNE 27
10:00 am
Talmud Study

Join Zoom>>

Join Zoom>>

Awakened Heart
Shabbat
If the technology works, we will visit a
“kumsitz” at Havurah Hadash in
Ashland, Oregon during part of our
gathering. We can join in song with a
vibrant community. Some of you may
have been with Rabbi David and his
wife, Debra, when they came to TBH
to tell stories, sing, and lead a morning
service.

Congratulations to Sammy Sacks, who had her Zoom Bat Mitzvah
on May 9th. Above are a few photos from the gathering.
Sammy is hoping to have a live service in the fall.
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Let’s find our way together as we
experience Shabbat during challenging
times.

Join Zoom>>
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JUNE EVENTS PREVIEW Please check the weekly for updates and additional events
Senior Schmooze: The Alter Kocker Challenge
Tuesday, June 2, 12:00 pm

Stop, Pop and Go

Friday, June 12, 4:30 - 5:30 pm

June's schmooze featured the first-ever TBH History Quiz!
Thank you to Daniel Farber for organizing!

Healing in Hard Times

Sunday, June 7, 7:00 pm
We continue to live through the pandemic and all the
fear and anxiety that brings. Now, we are now confronted with anger and action, as protests nationwide
bring renewed attention to racial justice and police
action in the wake of the killing of George Floyd in
Minneapolis. And, we continue to receive messages
of division and discord from the government, including the use of sacred space and sacred text as mere
props for a photo op. When things are difficult, one
thing we can do is turn to one another. This Sunday,
June 7 at 7:00 p.m. join Rabbi Seth for an evening of
healing and sharing as we create the brave space to
share with one another our feelings in the moment,
and offer up thoughts about what we can do as sacred
community.

Join Zoom>>
Annual Meeting

Sunday, June 14, 10:00 am
We will celebrate our collective accomplishments at our
Annual Meeting, this time via Zoom. We have a great
agenda planned, which will include getting your feedback
about congregational life during this pandemic. Please
plan on attending!
Zoom links for the meeting have been emailed separately.
An additional reminder will be sent out closer to the date
of the meeting. And don't forget to submit your ballot!
If you have not received the link for casting your ballot,
please email Kayla at th@bethhatfiloh.org.

The summer lunch program for the Thurston
County Food Bank (TCFB) needs the help of
TBH. This year, TCFB’s summer lunch program
will serve 400-500 children a day! One of the
lunches served is peanut butter and jelly sandwiches. This year, TCFB has no jam or jelly.
TBH is going to help restock summer lunch
shelves with jams and jellies, as they are in great
need for jars or squeeze bottles of strawberry or
grape jams or jellies.
On Friday, June 12, there will be a TBH Salon@
Home, with some picking up dinner at TBH.
Whether or not you have ordered dinner, Bernie
Friedman, Emily Chadwick and Elie Halpern
will be masked, gloved and in the TBH parking lot from 4:30 to 5:30 if you would be kind
enough to drive to TBH and to Stop, Pop your
trunk or rear door, so we can remove any strawberry or grape jams or jellies that you are willing
to donate to the Food Bank, and then Go on your
way. We hope to collect 600 grape or strawberry
jams or jellies in jars or squeeze bottles.
Three Other Options:
• We can also arrange to pick up strawberry or
grape jam and/or jellies from your house if
you cannot make it to TBH on June 12;
• We can buy the strawberry and grape jam and
jellies on your behalf and you can reimburse
us for the cost and we will deliver it to the
Thurston County Food Bank; and/or
• You can make out a check to the Thurston
County Food Bank and get a charitable contribution specifying it is for purchase of the
jams and jellies.
Contact Elie Halpern at 360-357-8160 or email
Elie at ehalpern7379@gmail.com for additional
assistance.

Sisterhood: No June Meeting

Book Group: No June Meeting

Sisterhood meetings remain cancelled until we see the
results of the opening of the state.

The book group has decided to defer their
scheduled June meeting.
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JUNE EVENTS PREVIEW Please check the weekly for updates and additional events
Green Team Meeting

Shabbat Salon@Home:

Tuesday, June 16, 5:45 pm

Irina Gendelman & Jeff Birkenstein
Friday, June 12, 4:30 - 5:30 pm
Join us for our first
Shabbat Salon@Home!
This will feature guest
speakers Irina Gendelman
and Jeff Birkenstein from
St. Martin's University.
They will be presenting,
“Food and Travel: Jews
in Spain. Part discussion,
part cooking show!”
While we can not be physically together, we can still
share in food and conversation at the TBH Shabbat Salon.
Dinner provided by Nineveh is available for pre-order
(orders due by Tuesdsay June 9), and you can pick it up
at TBH on Friday afternoon. Erev Shabbat services will be
at 6:00 pm, after which we can eat together and hear from
our featured presenters. Speaker begins at 7:00 pm. You do
not need to purchase a meal to attend, please join for all or
part. Consider being a “Salon Sponsor” for $100. Includes
2 meals, challah, and bottle of wine.
Note:
- Meals will be vegetarian and come pre-packaged
- While the meal is still subsidized, due to increased costs,
we will need to apply a “pandemic surcharge” to the cost
of the meals, each will be $18.
- Meals will be available for pick up. For inquiries about
delivery availability, please contact the office at tbh@bethhatfiloh.org.

Order Meal>>

Join Zoom>>

Parking Spots Available

Pledge Card to Support Thurston Climate
Mitigation (ie Survival) Plan
Petition to local jurisdictions to adopt the Plan
Also, we know many of you are gardening more
this year. We’d like to hear what you’re doing, as
well as if you’re interested in information and/or a
workshop which would support you.
Our next Green Team meeting will be by Zoom
on Tues. June 16th at 5:45. Everyone is welcome.
Contact tbh@bethhatfiloh.org with any questions
or information.

Join Zoom>>
Membership Renewals Due!
Wednesday, July 1

TBH Memberships follow the fiscal year, which
ends June 30th! After the Annual Meeting on June
14th, all members will be receiving emails
inviting them to make a membership renewal
pledge. Pledges must be received by the office by
July 1st.
If you have any questions regarding your membership, please email Kayla in the TBH office at
tbh@bethhatfiloh.org.
We would love to have new members join us as
well! More information on membership, and a
new member application are available here.

Thank You Volunteers!
Groundswork: Rob Carmel, James Dolliver,
and Spencer Orman

Lease a parking stall and support TBH!
Contact parking@bethhatfiloh.org.
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Perfect followup for Shavuot - You can take two
simple, local actions to promote climate survival.
These are sponsored by TCAT – Thurston Climate
Action Team:
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FROM CATHERINE CARMEL:
FAMILY LIFE AND LEARNING DIRECTOR
I'm thinking of the song Hinei mah
tov, translated it says how good it is
when people come together. I miss
coming together in person. Relationships are such an important part of
what brings our lives value. In June,
we will be reading the parsha Sh'lach
where Moses sends scouts into the land of Israel to look
and report on what is there for them to overcome. The
scouts come back with stories of how things are bountiful, but there is danger in moving forward. The people
wept and wailed, lamenting leaving Egypt for this new
land. As a result, G-d decided this was not the generation
to move into Israel. I'm wondering if this isn't something
like what we are beginning to go through now, coming
out of quarantine. We remember life beyond the confines
of our homes, but I think many of us are unable to move
forward with the current unknowns. We prefer to hold on
to our less comfortable, but now familiar, lives. It may
be helpful to remember that we, as Jewish people, have
been here before. As with any other biblical or historical
Jewish story of challenges, we eventually do move on.
Moving out of the quarantine doesn't mean we go back to
living like we did before. We still have some adjusting to
keep everyone safe, but we have to remember the value
in coming together.
Going back to the people waiting outside Israel, G-d
handed down a new set of commandments for the situation. Everyone in the community was supposed to abide
by the mitzvot or everyone in the community paid the
consequences. This too is like our situation. We all must
respect precautions put in place or everyone may suffer
as a result. G-d made it unmistakable that community
is important. We are a people. Kol Yisrael arevim zeh
la-zeh. All Jews are responsible for one another. G-d
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commanded we wear fringes as a reminder to follow the
commandments. Now, as we don our masks, they serve
as our reminder of the value of our kehilla, community.
Jews have always valued reaching out to help each other
but now we are learning new ways to reach out safely,
continuing to support each other through our struggles.
Currently I am working on a plan to move Beit Sefer into
this new world of physical distance. We may not always
need to be separate, but while we do, we need to find a
way to continue to build relationships and enrich each
others' lives. Our activities need to be planned in such a
way that we can meet virtually, in a whole group or in
small groups. Fortunately, I'm not doing this in a vacuum.
Educators everywhere are reimagining how education
works and everyone is sharing what they think. I am so
blessed to have a team of creative teachers working with
me. Jessica Carmel, Sara Eve Sarliker, Reyna Jasmer
and Akiva Erezim have been with me all year and continue to help me moving forward. They picked up the call
to adjust to virtual classrooms and moved forward with a
plan. Right now we are in a world we hadn't imagined a
year ago and the next school year won't look like this one
did, but I'm fortunate to have them as part of the team.
Our community is creative, flexible and caring - just what
we need to move forward well. Hinei mah tov uma naim,
shevet achim gam yachad.
L'Shalom,

Sivan - Tamuz 5780

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS
Blintzapalooza
Laura & Sam Schrager
Ann Suagee-Payne
Gala Donors
Lynne Alfasso & George
Chappell
Bradley Altman
Gidon Bach
Martin Bard
Judith Barnes
Patricia Barr
Patricia Barley
Brandon Bazemore
Edie Bean
Michael Blum & Susan
Rosen
Linda Blustein
Brian Boyd
Amy Brockman
Lisa Brodoff & Lynn
Grotsky
Allyson Brooks
Sherwin Cotler & Bronwyn
Vincent
Diane Dakin
Marcia David & Howard
Goldberg
William & Jill Dole
Beth Dubey
Daniel Farber
Gerald & Sheila Fay
Evan Ferber & Lynne
Stockwell

Susan Finkel
Stephen Fishman & Michele
Horaney
Julie Frank & Scott Royer
Bernie Friedman
Barak Gale & Joe Puchot
Linda Georges
Marilyn Gisser
Tikva & Cliff Glantz
Robert Godwin
Betty Goldstein
Jay Goldstein & Jill
Rosenkrantz
Karen & Alan Goldstein
Leslie Goldstein
Rabbi Seth Goldstein &
Rabbi Yohanna Kinberg
Sue Goldstein
Ellen Grant
Joel Greene & Jean
Mandeberg
Elie & Beth Halpern
David & Felicia Hanig
Michael Hirsch
Stephen Hodes & Harriet
Strasberg
Melinda Holman & Barnett
Kalikow
Emily Humphreys-Beher
Laura Hurtado-Webb
Andrew & Kayla Iverson
Susan & Michael Iverson
Richard & Michele Jackman
Maggie Jekel-Penn &

William Penn
Rebecca & Alan Kamen
Mark Kaufman
Camille Kettel & Marvin Max
Julie Kinn
Lauren Kiolet
Nancy Koppelman
Jack & Carole Kowitt
Hannah Lidman & Daniel
Shiovitz
Russ Lidman
Phyllis Mandel
Patti McCarroll
Kay McKenzie
Carol McLaughlin
Jac Nelson
Paul & Helene Paroff
Gail Pollock
Larry & Susan Poplack
Linda Rubin
Gary Schneider & Nancy
Snyder
Laura & Sam Schrager
Debra Shapiro Schwent &
Vincent Schwent
Charles & Norma Shelan
Jane Skinner
Oscar & Barbara Soule
Anna & Justin Stern
Holy Tichenor
Esther & Joel Warkov
Sara Weiss & Gordon Pabst
Cobie Whitten
Steven & Gail Wish

Immigration & Sanctuary
Robert Godwin
St. Benedict's Episcopal
Church
Rabbi's Discretionary
Fund
Lowell & Susan Cordas
Stephanie Hoffman &
Joel Sacks in honor of
Sammy's Bat Mitzvah
Salon@Home Sponsors
Marcia David & Howard
Goldberg
Lori Kishimoto & Craig
Wallace
Brad Smith
Holly Tichenor
Sustaining Fund
Ellen Grant
Ronnie Hacken & Joceile
Moore
Charlene Healy
Lydia Beth Leimbach
Beth Dubey in memory of
Joseph Dubey
Rene Bigardi
Lisa Brodoff & Lynn
Grotsky in memory of
Murray Brodoff and
Jerome Jay Grotsky
Susan & Rich Tuttle

JUNE YAHRZEITS
1 Kenneth Astman
2 Robert Brockman
6 Martin Kalikow
2 Melvin Jay Swartz
3 Myron Youdin
4 Zilla Gale
4 Hal Carmel
4 Harold Lemay
5 Anne Goldberg Tennenbaum
5 RA Greene

6
7
7
9
10
10
10
12
12
12

J. David Fine
Edith Hecht
Sarah Schwartz
Gladys Roseman
David Barnes
Hannah Ethel Romm
Joseph Dubey
Lottie Snyder
Anthony Felix Kurzyna
Irene Vincent

13 Abraham Bean
13 Lorraine Shimon
13 Stessi Boyd
14 Clara Peckler
14 Melvin Roseman
14 Doris Gottfeld
17 Elta Steele
18 Ferenc Breuer
21 Bernice Kazel Alfasso

These names will be read from the bimah at Shabbat services before and after the yahrzeit. Bold type denotes those inscribed on a plaque
on our Memorial Wall. Please send any corrections and addtions to the Yahrzeit listings to tbh@bethhatfiloh.org!
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Happy Birthday

LIFE & LEGACY SPOTLIGLHT
Marilyn Gisser

We are blessed by the presence
of Temple Beth Hatfiloh. I was
single and thirty when I came to
Olympia. I was enchanted with
the Pacific Northwest, but I had no
definite plans about settling here
and didn’t give much thought to
Jewish community. Having lived
most of my life in communities
permeated with Jewish presence
and many ways to engage, I took
Jewish community for granted.
Things change and I’m incredibly grateful that Temple Beth
Hatfiloh has been here in Olympia for my family. TBH has met
me where I am. It’s welcomed Jeff, my non-Jewish husband,
support and celebrated with us as we’ve raised daughters who
are now young Jewish women. It’s there for me when I want to
pray, to learn, to engage in social justice, and be in community.
For all these reasons, Jeff and I are happy to be part of Life and
Legacy, to assure the TBH continues to be a center for Jewish
life in Olympia for many years to come.

Yom Huledet Sameach
1
2
7
8
9
9
11
13
14
15
15
16
16
16
20

Naomi Obie
Maitreya Peace
Janet Roller
Sharon Fernane
James Kaydus
Michele Horaney
Stephanie Fox
Victor Colman
Robert Godwin
Marnie Frisch
Susanne White
Max Marchand
Josh Anderson
Kalee Alexandria
Russell Hollander

20
22
22
22
23
24
24
25
25
26
28
28
28
30
30

Shawn Jenkins
Jessica Halofsky
Felix Brockman
David Hanig
Samantha Dille
Jim Bamberger
Stacy Hirsch
Marshall Breuer
Lisa Brodoff
Elie Halpern
Sophie Alig
Joshua Brown
Nathan Iverson
Zachary Lewis
Doreen Garcia

To make donations, contact the CFD at (360) 902-4162 or
cfd@sos.wa.gov. Temple Beth Hatfiloh, Charity Code 1478808

To learn more about TBH's
Life and Legacy opportunities
please contact Charles Shelan
at cshelan@comcast.net.

Visit www.smile.amazon.com and type
"Temple Beth Hatfiloh" into the search box.
Each time you shop Amazon, visit www.smile.amazon.com.
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