
Dear friends,

As we reach the full moon of the month of Elul, we are but two weeks away from welcoming in the new year. 
And while normally we reach this time in a spirit of excitement and anticipation, the continued pandemic also 
brings with this season reservation and fear. While vaccination numbers continue to rise, so do Delta variant 
cases. We have seen the impact of the continued spread with hospitals at capacity.

A year ago, we approached the High Holidays knowing that we would be marking the holidays in new and dif-
ferent ways. A year ago, we did not anticipate that we would be doing it again. But here we are.

Two weeks ago we sent out an initial plan for services in the monthly newsletter. We had hoped that we could 
take advantage of the weather and our new parking lot to hold more in-person events. However, since that time 
your Board of Directors, staff, and I have decided to step back in order to do what we feel to be in the best inter-
est of the community. 

To that end, our general plan will be:

The four main services—Erev Rosh Hashanah, Rosh Hashanah Day, Erev Yom Kippur (Kol Nidre), and Yom 
Kippur Day—will be virtual only, both on Zoom and livestreamed on Facebook. Since we are not in a complete 
lockdown, you are encouraged to share services with family and friends, and join together in smaller pods to the 
extent that you are comfortable.

Yizkor (Memorial) Service and Neilah (the concluding service for Yom Kippur) will be held in-person out-
doors. Yizkor will be at the TBH cemetery, and Neilah will be in our parking lot. In-person attendance is limited 
to 75 people (pre-registration required), and those in person must be fully vaccinated and masked. Those ser-
vices will also be virtual, on Zoom and livestreamed on Facebook.

In-person children and family programming will be held in our courtyard, concurrent with the morning ser-
vices. Tot services will also be held in the courtyard outdoors.

Tashlikh will be held in-person at the Port Plaza. You may choose to meet at Port Plaza or walk together 
from the synagogue. All ages are welcome: those 12 and older must be fully vaccinated, and everyone must be 
masked.

Visit the 5782 High Holiday webpage--with the full schedule, resources, and links for participation.

For a full schedule, click here.

Every activity will have the same Zoom link: ID 899 1012 9598

Facebook livestream here (you do not need to be a member of FB to view)

Electronic copy of the machzor here

https://www.bethhatfiloh.org/yom-kippur.html
https://www.bethhatfiloh.org/5782-high-holidays.html
https://www.bethhatfiloh.org/hh-schedule.html
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89910129598
https://www.facebook.com/bethhatfiloh/videos/?ref=page_internal
https://images.shulcloud.com/1193/uploads/Docs-for-web/1_ENTIRE-MAHZOR_ALL-SECTIONS.pdf


Blessing of the children: If you would like to send a picture of your child(ren) to be included in the virtual bless-
ing of the children, please send it to tbh@bethhatfiloh.org. Photographs will not be identified.

It is the custom at TBH for families who welcomed new life into their families to read the Rosh Hashanah 
haftarah in English. If you would like to participate in this virtual reading, contact Rabbi Seth at rabbi@bethhat-
filoh.org

We have learned many things over this past year and a half, including that staying safe sometimes means stay-
ing away, that we can show up for each other in a variety of ways, and that community means more than shared 
physical space. We are being asked to continue this for a bit longer. And while we hope and pray for the oppor-
tunity to come back together again in person, we can enter into the new year knowing that this experience has 
been one of personal and shared growth.

L’shana tova umetuka—many blessings for a sweet and fulfilling year.

Rabbi Seth Goldstein


