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TAKING TIME OUT FOR SHABBAT
In our Torah reading we are right around 
the time when we read the 10
Commandments, those guidelines that
are meant to serve as a foundation for
being in the world. One of those 10 is to 
observe Shabbat, to take time out of our 
busy week to stop and recharge.

The Torah is somewhat light on the
details to what it actually means to observe 
Shabbat. Over time Jewish tradition has 
named both “do”s and “don’t”s as to how 
to observe this day. As a community here
at TBH, we offer a variety of different ways 
to “do” Shabbat together.

One of our newest programs is the monthly 
Shabbat Salon. Started last year, the
Shabbat Salon combines prayer, food, 
learning and community into a deeply 
enriching evening. Beginning with a short 
service at 6:00 pm, we then adjourn to the 
social hall at 7:00 for a catered Shabbat 
dinner (with custom menus from Nineveh 
Assyrian Food Truck) and a guest speaker.

This year we have already learned about 
the opioid crisis in our state, about local 
Olympia-based podcasters, and about the 
state Jewish community’s legislative
agenda. Our upcoming speakers are:

Rep. Beth Doglio, State Representative 
from the 22nd District

Keith Eisner, local author and recent
winner of an O. Henry Short Story award

Rabbah Rona Matlow, on Judaism and 
Gender Identity

Eric Ward, Executive Director of the
Western States Center and activist on issues 
of white supremacy and anti-Semitism

Allyson Brooks, TBH Member and
Director of the State Department of
Archaeology and Historic Preservation

Mark your calendars for this second Friday 
of the month for this unique community 
Shabbat experience. 

Rabbi Seth Goldstein

The Big Short...Schrift

Celebrati
on

annual Fair and Megillah Reading!
Wednesday February 28, 6-8 pm

Bring Your Most
Creative Noisemaker!

Jusby the Clown &
Pie in the Face!

Games!

Reading of story of Purim!

Eat Pizza!

kid
jokes!

Craft making!

Hamantaschen!

world famous purim Piñata!
Come in Costume!  The return of Erev Rav,Olympia’s own klezmer band!
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  Sunday March 18, 2018
  Yes that’s right, 30 Years! In the Spring of 1988 a hungry
  band of Olympia Jews decided they were hungry for  
  some good bagels, and the first annual Books and Bagel  
  Bake Off was born. The idea was to have a bagel baking 
  competition and book sale combined with a bagel, lox  
  and cream cheese "feed" for the community to raise
  money for worthy local causes.

In the first year we raised about $1,500 for the Thurston County Homeless Task Force. Over the past 29 years 
we’ve raised 100 times that much - over $150,000 for dozens of community groups who are engaged in the 
work of repairing our world.

In the new millenium we added blintzes to the menu and broadened the annual bake-off competition,
eschewing the chewy bagel for other Jewish treats. Over the years we’ve competed to make the prize blintz, 
challah, rugalach, cheesecake and kugel, among other tasty tidbits.

This year we are going back to our roots with a bagel bake off. All master,
journeyman and even aspiring bagel bakers should start honing your technique 
now. As always we will hold a class, run by former bake-off champs, to help 
you master the best boil-and-bake techniques.

Also this year we are honoring some of the former cook and bake off champs 
–  so hunt through the attic or the junk closet (we all have one) and dig out that 
trophy to bring with you. It promises to be quite a party.

See you there! Barnett Kalikow

The TBH Building Stewardship Committee is working 
on creating a five year plan for taking care of our
building. Do you have ideas about needed repairs or
facility improvements you would like to see? If so, 
please share them with us!

Almost any kind of facility maintenance project can be 
considered for the work plan, which will be forwarded 
to the TBH Board for final approval. This is an ongoing 
process, and the plan will be updated every year.  Ap-
proved projects are funded by the yearly distributions 
from the TBH Building Maintenance Endowment.

Some examples of projects already completed:

  •  Dumpster enclosure fence
  •  New security camera system
  •  Replacement of the windows in the libraries 
  •  Emergency roof repairs
 
We look forward to hearing your ideas! E-mail me
at gary-schneider@comcast.net, or leave a note in the 
mail box located in the office lobby.

Gary Schneider, Treasurer

Building Stewardship Committee --- We need your ideas and input!

Blintzapalooza at 30
   Finding Our Roots
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FEBRUARY EREV SHABBAT SERVICES

February 2 7:30 pm Shabbat Service
    Oneg following hosted by
    Kay McKenzie.

February 9 6:00 pm Shabbat Salon
    Catered meal and speaker
    after the service.
    Please RSVP for the dinner.

February 16 6:00 pm Family Shabbat Service
    Potluck dinner following

February 23 7:30 pm Shabbat Service
    Oneg following hosted by
    Sara Eve Sarliker in
    celebration of her mother,
    Gladys Roseman's, birthday.

Please note that we have recently tweaked our Erev Shabbat
schedule. To accommodate different programs and congregant 

desires, we have shifted to twice a month early services
and twice a month later services.

FEBRUARY SHABBAT DAY ACTIVITIES

JEWISH WITH MEANING
1st Saturday, February 3, 10:30 am - 1:00 pm 
We gather for food, ritual, experience, and discussion
as we connect with our tradition on a deep level.
All are welcome!

TORAH STUDY
2nd Saturday, February 10, 10:00 am
Prayer and study are equally holy activities; and we will
do both. We’ll share a snack and study the Torah together.
All are invited. No experience is necessary!

MUSSAR
3rd Saturday, February 17, 9:30 am
Mussar is the Jewish school of thought which seeks to root 
personal character development and right behavior in Jewish 
tradition and text. We meet monthly to share food and learn 
more about this tradition and how it may benefit our lives.

TALMUD STUDY
4th Saturday, February 24, 9:30 am
The Talmud is a compendium of law and lore that is the
basis on which biblical interpretation and contemporary
Jewish practice rest. Rabbi Seth will lead us as we dive
deep into this complex and fascinating text.

What is the
“Jewish with Meaning” group?

This group has been meeting on the first Saturday of the month for nearly 
8 years. We gather to explore a personal connection to our tradition and 
our own spiritual journeys, often referencing contemporary teachers. 
Many of these teachers come from the Jewish Renewal movement and 
tend toward the mystical in their approach. 
Our gathering begins by introducing ourselves. Then, with a special
kavanah (intention), we say kiddish and motzi to focus our attention 
before eating our potluck brunch. Usually there is a handout that we read 
together and discuss. Topics range from delving into deep meanings in 
the Jewish holidays, to lessons from Chasidic and other Jewish stories,
to meditative or experiential practices for Shabbat and everyday life,
to going out to experience Shabbat in nature. There is opportunity for 
everyone to share so that we learn from each other. We conclude with a 
chant and a brief silence. 

Judaism has many ways to help people connect spiritually. The "Jewish 
with Meaning" group is a place to explore ideas and experiences in an
atmosphere of acceptance. No matter where you are on your journey in 
life you are welcome to participate. You are welcome to come once, or 
once a month. For more information, contact Nancy Snyder.

Shabbat Salon: An Evening of
Open Hearts, Hands and Minds

Friday, February 9th at 6:00 pm

Join us for Shabbat
Salon! Our Guest is 
Beth Doglio (D) from 
the 22nd District.
Come and learn first 
hand what's happening
in the WA Legislature.
We begin with a full 
Shabbat service at 6:00 pm followed by a 
catered dinner and speaker in the Social 
Hall at 7:00 pm. RSVP is required for the 
dinner only. Register for the dinner by 
e-mailing tbh@bethhatfiloh.org or sign up 
and pay for dinner on our event page!

mailto:nancy_snyder%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:tbh%40bethhatfiloh.org?subject=
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07ef1if47o458e4160&llr=yiintccab
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07ef1if47o458e4160&llr=yiintccab


FEBRUARY EVENTS
Tot Shabbat
Saturday, February 3, 9:00 am

All kids ages 0-6 and their grown ups 
and families are invited to celebrate 
Shabbat together with song, story, 
movement, prayer and craft! Join us
the first Saturday of every month.

Beginning Hebrew
Monday, February 5, 7:00 pm
Want to learn your aleph-bet? Sign up 
for our 10-session Beginning Hebrew 
class taught by Rabbi Seth Goldstein. 
Visit the registration page for details.

Senior Schmooze
Tuesday, February 6, 12:00 pm
Don't miss out! Bring your brown bag 
lunch and jokes! Gladys Roseman is the 
dessert host. Allyson Brooks will share 
her family heritage trip to Spain with us.

Immigration and Refugee
Task Force Meeting
Tuesday, February 6, 7:00 pm
Learn and participate in TBH efforts 
to make a positive impact around the 
ongoing issue of providing sanctuary
in the greater Olympia community.
Attendees are also welcome to join us 
for the Sanctuary Interfath Group that 
meets at 6:00 pm beforehand.

Shabbat Salon
Friday, February 9, 6:00 pm
Join us for our monthly Shabbat Salon! 
Our February speaker is Beth Doglio 
(D) from the 22nd
District. Join us to
learn first hand about
what's happening in
the WA Legislature.
We will begin with a
full Shabbat service
at 6:00 pm followed by a catered dinner
and presentation in the Social Hall at 
7:00 pm. You must register for the 
dinner by e-mail or sign up and pay for 
dinner on our event page!

FORKids Food Packing
Tuesday, February 13, 3:30 pm
Thurston County Food Bank
2260 Mottman Road SW, Tumwater
Join us to fill bags at the Tumwater 
branch of the Thurston County Food 
Bank. The FORKids program provides a 
weekend bag of food to over 2,000 kids. 
Questions? Please e-mail Morgan Lord 
or call 360-754-5703 Ext 104.

Kavod Conversations:
Exploring End of Life Topics
Tuesday, February 13, 7:00 pm
The survey results are in from the recent 
survey about topics related to our end 
of life. Thanks to all who participated. 
Come have a voice in planning our 
future workshops and related activities 
over the next year. Please join the Rabbi 
and others at TBH in the Social Hall 
(healthy snacks provided). Questions or 
comments, please contact Hilarie
Hauptman at hilariehauptman@gmail.
com or (360) 464-7984.

Kavannah: Prayer Lab
Cancelled for February
This group will explore the meaning of 
prayer and structure of the service. Held 
on the 2nd Wednesday of the month. 

Book Group:
Hope: a Tragedy by Shalom 
Auslander
Tuesday, February 20, 7:00 pm
Solomon Kugel 
flees his past and
history to relocate 
with his wife and 
young son to a 
haunted farm-
house in upstate 
New York. The 
book is a hilarious and haunting
examination of the burdens and abuse 
of history, and a compelling story of 
the hopeless longing to be free of those 
pasts that haunt our every present.

Advancing in Hebrew
Tuesday, February 27, 7:00 pm
This seminar-type gathering will work
on advancing Hebrew knowledge,
including grammar and roots. Held on 
the 4th Tuesday of the month.

Mahjongg
Wednesday, February 28, 2:00 pm
Come play with us! All skill levels
are welcome but no instruction will be
provided. Plese bring tile sets if you 
have them. Contact Lynne Stockwell 
with questions.

Purim Celebration
Wednesday, February 28, 6:00 pm

Join us for our annual Purim celebration
marking the events of the book of Esther
when the Jews were saved from a
nefarious plot and we have a party
to remember it! Food, crafts, games, 
music, the famous Purim Pinata and
the reading of the megillah!
Come in costume!

Short Schrift: February 2018 Sh'vat - Adar, 5778Page 4

Olympia Sisterhood Meeting
Tuesday, February 6, 1:30 pm
Olympia Sisterhood is meeting at 
TBH in the Teen Room. The topic for 
discussion is "Being Jewish in Other 
Countries" as several Sisters have 
offered to research what is happening 
for Jewish people in a variety of other 
countries. Please feel free to contact 
Myra Paull at (253) 666-3242 if you 
have questions.

http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07eezb0hll8b75498a&llr=yiintccab
mailto:tbh%40bethhatfiloh.org?subject=
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07ef1if47o458e4160&llr=yiintccab
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07ef1if47o458e4160&llr=yiintccab
mailto:backpacks%40thurstoncountyfoodbank.org?subject=
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Senior Schmooze
Tuesday, March 6 at 12:00 pm

Shabbat Salon
Friday, March 9 at 6:00 pm
Join us for the Shabbat Salon with guest 
speaker Keith Eisner, O. Henry Award
Winning Author.

Kavannah: Prayer Lab
Wednesday, March 14 at 7:00 pm

30th Annual Blintzapalooza!

Sunday, March 18, 10:00 am to 2:00 pm
Invite your family, friends and colleagues
to join us for blintzes, bagels, and books!

Book Group
Tuesday, March 20 at 7:00 pm
In the Darkroom by Susan Faludi

An astonishing confrontation by Susan 
Faludi with the enigma of her estranged 
father whose identities included life as a 
Jewish fugitive in Holocaust Budapest, 
photographer,  and coming out as a woman 
at age 76. It explores the riddle of identity 
consuming our age: is it something you 
choose or something you can't escape?

MARCH
EVENTS
PREVIEW

Tikkun Olam Committee
On Purim we celebrate Vashti, who stood up
to the King,and Esther, who risked her life to 
save her people. On Passover we celebrate
the midwives Shifrah and Puah who defied the
Pharaoh’s order and Miriam who led her people 
to freedom. We celebrate these women by

supporting women in need today. From Purim to 
Passover, the TBH Tikkun Olam Committee is 
holding a Product Drive to support the YWCA Other 
Bank. Please bring the following products to TBH 
and place them in one of the marked blue bins:
dish soap, laundry soap, kleenex, paper towels,
deodorant, shampoo, conditioner and size 5 & 6 diapers or pull ups.

Blintzapalooza Committee
  BOOK DONATIONS NEEDED! We are accepting
  books for Blintzapalooza coming up on March 18!
  Bring your gently used books to TBH between
  10 am and 2 pm, Tuesday-Friday.

Cookbook Committee
We are re-printing the Temple Tastings Cookbook in
celebration of its 20th anniversary this year! There is
a sign-up sheet in the TBH office foyer where all
orders are to be pre-paid. Buy one for yourself and
more to give as gifts! Thank you for your support!

Immigration & Refugee Task Force
The TBH Board has recognized the Immigration and Refugee Task Force
as a group working to promote safety and justice for our neighbors
regardless of immigration status. As part of this work, the Task Force has 
been exploring the feasibility of providing physical sanctuary to people
facing deportation. They have reviewed guidelines from other faith
communities across the country that offer sanctuary. Input has been
gathered from TBH members at a congregational meeting in November
and from individual comments. The Task Force meets monthly with
representatives from local congregations in the Faith Network for
Immigrant and Refugee Support. The next Task Force meeting will be on 
February 6th at 7:00 pm, following the 6:00 Faith Network meeting at TBH.

Green Team --- Starting Soon!
TBH is proud to announce a new environmental project 
and formation of a Green Team. We have been accepted
to participate in the Hazon Seal of Sustainability. This 
program will support TBH projects to improve our
sustainability and decrease our environmental footprint. The 3 initial
projects are: (1) decreasing energy use; (2) recycling and composting; and 
(3) policies for using green cleaning. If you are interested in participating, 
e-mail Spencer Orman. Learn more about the Hazon Seal of Sustainability.
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FROM CATHERINE CARMEL:
FAMILY LIFE AND LEARNING DIRECTOR

In the last week I’ve had several
conversations that made me 
consider in our incredibly busy
lives, why bother with religious 
school? Each of us has different
answers to this question, but there 
are some common threads. There are 

the Jewish values that ground and guide us. There is 
that being Jewish means being part of something larger 
than you. The Jewish calendar gives meaning to time 
and rituals that bring holiness into your life. Judaism 
can give you roots, a foundation, a structure, texts,
stories, prayers, direction and hope.

For all of those wonderful reasons, religious school
is important, but the most important part to me is
community. Being Jewish is not an individual identity;
it is a group identity. It is being part of a people.
It is possible to teach your kids about Jewish
community, but it is much easier when you’re
part of a synagogue community.

Kids connect with other Jewish kids and learn that being 
part of a Jewish community is a vital piece of what it is to 
be Jewish. We celebrate together and support each other 
through challenges. We teach each other and learn from 
each other. We do not do Judaism alone. 

Yes, there are many competing priorities in our lives
as parents today. There is work, school, sports, music, 
and homework; but at the end of the day we need to
address where this ancient tradition of Judaism fits into 
our modern lives. Religious school has to be a priority 
if you want your children to grow up knowing what it 
means to live Jewishly. Religious school gives kids the 
opportunity to learn, do, and be in Jewish community,
to develop their identity as Jews, to practice being the 
next link in the chain of tradition. Don’t you want that 
for your kids – for our kids?

        L’shalom,

Here is an update on the Shorashim group (our preschool and kindergarteners) written by their teacher, Marlee O’Neill.

5778 is off to a great start in Shorashim (roots)! We have a small but mighty group that brings a lot of ruach (spirit) to Beit 
Sefer. Our curriculum focuses on learning what is Jewish about everyday things as well as learning about the Jewish holidays.

Most recently, we learned what is Jewish about teddy bears. All of the yeladim (children) agreed that teddy bears (or any 
stuffed animal) provide comfort and can serve as a great playmate. Playing with teddy bears can serve as a great way for 
children to model how they might interact with other children or adults. When children play with their teddy bears, they learn 
about love, trust, and relationships. Just as the Jewish people have a unique relationship with G-d, children can have a similar 
relationship with their teddy bears. 

As the year goes on, we will continue to learn about the Jewish holidays as well as learning what is Jewish about frogs, our 
senses, friends, and the post office. Sunday mornings in the Shorashim classroom are always fun-filled learning experiences 
with songs, stories, art, interactive play and games.
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS!
ANNUAL HANUKKAH CAMPAIGN
Brian Boyd
Ann and Tim Hartman
Jessica Josephs
Esther Kronenberg
Lisa and Martin Pressman
Florence & Anthony Riesner
Linda Rubin
Laura Hurtado-Webb

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND
William Gallin

GOLDBERG FUND
Beth Dubey
William Gallin
Sue Goldstein

TORAH STUDY
Robert Godwin in honor of Craig Wallace's birthday

SUSTAINING FUND
Richard Blanke
Bookin, Barry, Bookin and Foleno families
 in honor of Sam Rayor
Adina Brito
William Caslar
Beth Dubey
Ann Evans and David Lazar
Frank Herman in memory of Jane Herman
Camille Kettel in honor of Rabbi Seth Goldstein
Victor Kogan in memory of Mark and Rachel Kogan
Bonnie Lambert in memory of Morris Schertz
Nita Posner in memory of Alvin Posner
Michael Tobias

PJ OUR WAY
Robert Godwin

ADULT LIBRARY
Sonja Dordal

1     Leonard Finkel
2     Percy Bean
2     Mark Gross
2     Judah Avida
2     Max Shimon
2     Ruby Koppelman
3     Sarah Goldberg
3     Sylvia Strasberg
4     Leah Boyd
5     Phil Scheier
6     Celia Friedman
8     Evelyn Berger
9     Barbara Sapsowitz
9     Sylvia Shelan
10   Morris Cohen

10   Thomas Kauffman
11   Joyce Goldstein
12   Martha Organek
12   Louis Rubenstein
12   Tammy Roth
14   Betty Blum
14   Elaine Gross
15   Bertram Hacken
15   Jane Herman
15   Nancy Phillips Lidman
16  Seth Hendler
17   Joseph Mollan
17   Shirley Doelle
17   Dorothy Ruben
18   Marion Perretz

21   John Turner
22   Donald Schwartz
22   Sam Alfasso
23   Frances Reichlin
23   Raymond Franklin
24   Harry Sahanow
25   Norman Dolgin
26   Joan Hittle
26   Gretchen Neff
27   Gordon Bretscher
28   Harold Greene
28   Rose Kamenetzky
28   James Wolfhagen
28   Betty Stockwell
28   Saul Reichlin

FEBRUARY YAHRZEITS

These names will be read from the bimah at Shabbat services before and after the yahrzeit. Bold type denotes those inscribed on a 
plaque on our Memorial Wall. Please send any corrections and addtions to the Yahrzeit listings to tbh@bethhatfiloh.org.

Torah Study Brunch Hosts: Michele and
Richard Jackman
Mussar: Anaya Balter, Michele and
Richard Jackman
Oneg Hosts: Julie Kinn and Cindy Levy

Shabbat Salon: Michael Tobias, Samantha 
Moody, Silvia Fox, Leslie Goldstein,
Tikva Glantz and Karen Ferber

Laundry: Beth Dubey

Thank You,
Volunteers!
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATIONS!

Visit www.smile.amazon.com and type
"Temple Beth Hatfiloh" into the "pick your
own charitable organization" search box.

Each time you shop Amazon,
please visit www.smile.amazon.com.

Happy Birthday
Yom Huledet Sameach

2     Patricia Barr
2     Hilarie Hauptman
3     Sonja Dordal
3     Evan Hirsch
7     Phyllis Mandel
8     Donna Mollan
8     Gladys Roseman

10   Sue Goldstein
12   David Scherer-Water 
14    Stephanie Hoffman
18    Marcia David
21    Larry Poplack
25    Ruby Martin-Franklin
27    Cathy Wasserman

To make donations, contact the CFD
at (360) 902-4162 or cfd@sos.wa.gov.

Temple Beth Hatfiloh, Charity Code 1478808


