
3/27/20 

 During our Zoom Shabbat, two of my friends from Hillel compared this to 
Shabbat. 

A lot of the time, Shabbat at camp did just feel like a day of not being 
allowed to do anything. We couldn’t boat; we couldn’t create art; we couldn’t 
write; we couldn’t use electricity; we had to wait until the first half of services 
were over to eat breakfast. It was a day of extra restrictions. 

But it wasn’t just a day of extra restrictions. Even when we were anxious for 
it to be over so we could get back to challenge course chug, there was also 
something special about Shabbat. A calm atmosphere rested on camp. We slept 
in two hours later. We weren’t rushing from activity to activity, but instead had 
free time all day. We were just kind of chilling in the moment. In a way, I kind of 
enjoyed the challenge of extra rules. I wouldn’t follow most of them outside of 
camp; I’m literally writing on Shabbat right now! Somehow, following an extra set 
of rules every Saturday just felt like another crazy camp tradition! In fact, we all 
bonded over how little sense it made that we weren’t allowed to paddle a kayak 
or jump on the water trampoline, but we were allowed to swim! 

 

4/4/20 

We’re expecting a few more months of isolation. This isn’t going to last four 
years. We will go back to school in the fall. Of course, it won’t be exactly like 
nothing happened. Even though it was on multiple time scales, we are 
experiencing something together. People are helping each other out. Many 
landowners are cancelling rent. People are supporting local restaurants. 
Hopefully, pollution will have plummeted enough to have an impact. Maybe 
Coronavirus will play a major role in preventing the apocalypse. Maybe we’ll go 
into another Great Depression. Maybe people will realize our economic system 
needs to change. Maybe older people will realize how Trump’s putting their lives 
in danger by not taking this seriously. Maybe people who don’t especially like 
Trump but also don’t like any democratic candidate will see that his leadership is 
finally putting them; old, white, straight, cis, legal citizens whose lives aren’t 
threatened by climate change in danger. Maybe I’m optimistic. Anyway, we don’t 
know if this is leading to years of doom. We don’t know if the aftermath will be 
impacted positively, negatively, or hardly at all. 



 

4/11/20 

I’ve been trying to stay positive, but today I feel so off, bogged down, 
restless, bored, and tired of staying home! I want to be at Whitman with my 
friends! I want to interact in person with people other than my immediate family! 
I want to go to climbing comps! I want to go to the farmers’ market or the mall 
while other people are there and not worry about staying six feet apart or 
wearing masks! I want to go somewhere other than my house or the 
neighborhoods around my house! Somehow, even an airport sounds nice right 
now! 

 

4/15/20 

The Nile turning to blood, frogs everywhere, lice, wild beasts, cattle 
disease, boils, crazy fire hail, locusts everywhere, and darkness weren’t enough 
for Pharaoh. It took the death of every Egyptian first-born for Pharaoh to set the 
Jews free! 

 

5/9/20 

What I’ve thought about but haven’t written is how the Egyptians 
responded during Exodus. I’m sure there was a movement, likely led by youth, 
advocating freeing the Jews. They were probably fed up with Pharaoh, who was 
told exactly how to prevent worse and worse plagues from happening. They likely 
held gatherings to protest. 

There were probably others standing behind Pharaoh. Lower class 
Egyptians probably worried that with the Hebrew slaves gone, they’d become the 
lowest in Egypt, and felt like they couldn’t afford to worry about plagues no 
matter how bad the warnings. Some were just racist jerks. Even middle- and 
upper-class Egyptians probably worried about their own people picking up the 
slack that they thought should be done by someone else. 

Many probably saw freeing the Jews and ending day after day of plagues as 
a win-win. Maybe a movement had a plan for economic relief for Egyptians. 



 

5/22/20 

Tomorrow, I’m throwing Melissa a prom. The plan’s to dress up nice, eat 
dinner, and dance. It’s not much, but it’s something to look forward to.  

 

5/24/20 

Prom was fun! We got dressed up, ate Olympia Fog ice-cream, took 
pictures, danced, and I crowned Melissa prom queen! We ended the night 
watching Doctor Who. 

 

6/4/20 

For a long time, the humanistic view seemed like the obvious right answer. 
It wasn’t until I took gender studies that I really had this view shot down. In an 
ideal world where everyone’s already equally advantaged and there’s nothing 
that needs to be acknowledged, of course look past race and gender! We don’t 
live in an ideal world, though. Our experiences and backgrounds are woven with 
varying amounts of privileges and setbacks. By ignoring race, gender, and 
economic status, we miss patterns, fail to recognize problems, and become 
bystanders. 

6/11/20 

White people who haven’t been thinking about racism are becoming aware 
of problems that have been going on for years. I personally am opening up to the 
idea of defunding the police. When I first heard it, I imagined people running 
around committing crimes with no repercussions. Now, I understand that police 
are filling all sorts of roles that they aren’t trained for. We should put less on 
policing and more on building up communities and resources for mental health 
and homelessness. 

 

6/13/20 



Melissa graduated today! 

We drove to Saint Martin’s in our decorated car and lined up in the parking 
lot. We weren’t supposed to get out of our cars, but a lot of people couldn’t 
resist, which is understandable, but you wouldn’t have known from looking at it 
that it was Corona era. 

We drove in a parade past teachers and other people cheering us on. A 
local radio station broadcasted Paloma’s piano performance until cars got to 
Capital. Students would get out when it was their turn. Señor Parker announced 
the names, and the radio hosts gave a summary of their involvement at Capital. 

 


