5779 Highlights
One of the things about Temple Beth Hatfiloh that I
find so powerful is that while we are continuing
innovating and growing on the outside, we are at the
same time concerned with the inside—issues of
governance and sustainability are tended to carefully.
Our roots are as strong as our branches. Our most
recent example of this is our by-laws rewrite. Which, rather than being a
prosaic technicality, truly captures who we are as a community, and lays the
foundation for the next chapter in our history. I continue to get immense
pleasure serving this community, and appreciate too how the community has
supported me in my work outside. I am entering my final year as President of
the Reconstructionist Rabbinical Association, a position that has been
personally and professionally fulfilling. And this year I finish the Clergy
Leadership Incubator fellowship, through which I have developed a new
approach to b’nai mitzvah that I hope to give life to at TBH in the coming
years. I look forward to more opportunities to connect as we continue to
broader our offerings and our reach as a Jewish community.
					

							

As part of our ongoing work in
support of immigration, TBH has
declared itself a Sanctuary
Congregation, ready to host
someone in threat of deportation.
Our congregational Immigrant
and Refugee Task Force
continues to make arrangements
and hold trainings for such a
possibility, and we are working
with immigrant rights groups as
well as the Church Council of
Greater Seattle should a candidate
arise.

Rabbi Seth Goldstein

Accessibility
We are continuing to work to make TBH more accessible to all.
Our shift to one doorway ensures that everyone has the same entry
and exit, regardless if they need the elevator or not. In the
sanctuary, we have provided assisted listening devices and
magnifying glasses. This year the b’nai mitzvah students created
large print prayerbooks for the Erev Shabbat service. The ongoing
work of the Green Team to provide more environmentally friendly
cleaning supplies is also considering those with chemical and scent
sensitivities. We have made the commitment to turn on captions
for all film events. And there is more work to do. If you have other
accessibility concerns and ideas, please contact the office.
			

Sanctuary
Congregation

TBH Wins the Seal
of Sustainability
TBH was awarded the
“Seal of Sustainability”
from Hazon, a national
Jewish environmental
organization, in recognition
of our efforts for a more green
congregation. The Green Team has been
hard at work overseeing a LED lighting
retrofit, conservation signage around the
building, and ongoing training and
improvement of our composting and waste
management efforts. In the coming year,
the Green Team is turning its efforts to
green cleaning and more of our building
practices.

Shabbat at TBH
The Shabbat Salon entered its third year, continuing the opportunity for the celebration of Shabbat, sharing
delicious food, and learning from community members. This year’s line up of speakers included local
immigration attorney Steffani Powell, TBH member Marilyn Gisser on “Resilience,” WA Supreme Court
Justice Steven Gonzalez, UW Professor Devin Naar, TBH member Howard Schwartz on “Inequality in
America,” Portland musician and poet Alicia Jo Rabins, and Professor Joel Hecker from the Reconstructionist
Rabbinical College. Professor Hecker, an expert on Kabbalah and Jewish mysticism, was with TBH throughout
all of Shabbat as a scholar-in-residence, made possible by our affiliation with the Reconstructionist Movement.
Regular Friday night services and Saturday morning study groups provided weekly opportunity for spiritual
connection. Special events such as Arts Walk Shabbat, the Alpaca Shabbaton and Shabbat in the Park picnic
added to a diverse calendar. Nomy Lamm and Rebekah Erev brought kohenet spirituality to TBH through
services and workshops, and other lay leaders brought their gifts to our worship times.

Movement Convention in
Philadelphia
For the first time in several years, the Reconstructionist
Movement held a national convention, bringing together rabbis
and leaders from congregations all across the country for several
days of learning, networking, music, prayer and shared experience.
TBH was well represented with nine participants.

No, it’s not a giant mezuzah
in the sanctuary, but a new
speaker. This past year we
upgraded the sound system
in the sanctuary to the latest
technology after our current
speaker was failing, a
project made possible by
our Building Strength
Endowment Fund and
other donors.

Bylaws
Governance documents may not seem the most
exciting or Jewish, but without a firm
organizational foundation we can not continue
to thrive as a congregation. Our current bylaws
were about 30 years old, and while amended
over the years, did not capture our current
congregation or set the framework for the future.
This year, TBH has successfully rewritten our
bylaws, a process which also combines into one
document our existing two legal documents—a
Constitution and a Bylaws.

			

Beyond Our Walls

Safety and Security

TBH leaned into the environment and immigrant justice,
while at the same time we kept up our usual tikkun olam
work. Blintzapalooza was another tremendous success;
the event, now in its 31st year, raised money for the Zonta
Club of Olympia Next Right Step Program, the YWCA
of Olympia Economic Empowerment Program, and the
South Sound Reading Foundation Literacy Bookshelf.
The fall food drive and the winter clothing drive both
produced wonderful results. Our monthly trip to the food
bank to pack for the FORKids program drew a steady
crew. And of course Mitzvah Morning got TBHers out in
the community doing a variety of projects.

Our safety and security is of continuous
concern, especially in light of recent tragedies.
Except for larger events, we have made the
office doors the main points of entry, and they
are kept locked with a bell to enter. This also
ensures that each person is warmly met by a
greeter. In addition, the Safety Team is
increasing our training through a partnership
with the Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle,
and has worked on designating safe rooms and
emergency supplies.

Arts and Culture
5779 saw a host of cultural events to add richness to our year. A challah
baking class in advance of the High Holidays and a sewing workshop
around Hanukkah engaged our creativity. The film series continued
including a popular Chinese dinner and a movie on December 25.
Members shared their wisdom and experience as part of the Health and
Wellness series to help keep us healthy. The book group kept up its
regular gatherings, and a klezmer concert featuring Jake Shuman-Ment
and Eleonore Weill filled the sanctuary with both people and wonderful
music.

Youth Programming Year End
This year has really been about building a community that works
together and enjoys each other’s company. We began with a brand new
slate of teachers, something both exciting and unsettling at the same time.
There were very few bumps in the road and the teaching team found ways
to engage with each other and their students that were a joy to see. The four
new teachers, Jessica Carmel, Sara Eve Sarliker, Reyna Jasmer and Kayla
Iverson, worked together to engage their kids in Torah, avodah, g’milut
chasadim and Hebrew. We celebrated holidays together, creating whole
school holiday activities designed to teach the students about our holidays
and how we celebrate them.
I added Coffee with Catherine, an informal, regular check in with parents
where they could talk to me about their experiences and how they thought
we could improve things. This regular chat was the impetus for a change in
the Shabbat family service and dinner. Parents told me it was hard to get
everyone home, make a dish for a potluck and be at TBH by 6 pm. They
suggested we cater a meal, so now we do. These meals are now semicatered and designed for families with an eye towards the dietary challenges of some of our friends. Now they are both easier for families and better
attended.
We also built more community building activities into the schedule. Along
with our Shul-in, Pajama Havdallah and Jews on Wheels, we now have
a family game night and a family movie night. We also joined with Camp
Solomon Schechter to take our Lag B’Omer celebration to a new level.
This year we did a barbeque dinner with archery, maccabiah games and a
bonfire with s’mores and singing. I can’t wait to see what next year will
look like!

LIFE & LEGACY™
We continued to grow our planned giving program under the auspices of
the LIFE & LEGACY program sponsored by the Jewish Federation
of Greater Seattle. We held a celebration of our legacy donors
combined with a workshop on planned giving with Tony Ramsey from
the Federation.
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