
 

1  

       February  2022 
                Adar I 5782           

L’CHAIM 

Celebrating Tradition, Embracing the Future! 30 Hinchman Avenue, Wayne, NJ 07470 
973-696-2500     www.shomreitorahwcc.org 
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Executive Board 
 

Henry Ramer 
President 

 

Sheri Taback 
Executive Vice President/ 

President Elect 
 

Shara Gastwirth Lawner  
Membership/Program VP 

 

Lisa Zevin 
Education/Youth VP 

 

Howard Hook 
Finance VP/Fundraising 

 

Tova Friede                                                        
Treasurer 

 

Bruce Seidman 
Financial Secretary 

 
Dorit Kressel 

Recording Secretary 
 

Barry Blecherman 
Immediate Past President 

 

————————- 
Clergy 

 

Randall Mark 
Rabbi 

—————————- 

Staff 
 

Mark Wiesel 
Administrator 

 

Suzanne Katz Zofi 
Administrative Assistant 

 

Gloria Millan 
Custodian 

 
Luke Di Siervo 

Custodian 
 

 

SHABBAT 
CANDLE LIGHTING TIMES 

 
2/4…...5:00 pm 
2/11…..5:08 pm                  
2/18…  5:17 pm                      
2/25…...5:25 pm 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                    
 
 

 
SUNDAY MORNING 
9:00 am Minyan 
 
WEEKDAY MORNING MINYAN 
Monday-Friday, 7:45 am 
 
EVENING MA'ARIV  

Sunday-Thursday, 7:45 pm 
 
FRIDAY EVENING 
6:00 pm Shabbat Service 
 
SHABBAT MORNING 
9:30 am Shabbat Service 
 
SATURDAY NIGHT  
Havdalah after Shabbat ends 
 

 

Please refer to weekly                             
“What’s Happening” or call                       

Synagogue office for Zoom information 
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When I first came to Shomrei Torah, whoever arrived first in the morning unlocked the front 
door and it was left open until the end of the day when the last person out would lock it. As a 
house of worship, we wanted to be accessible and welcome to all comers.  And then 9/11 hap-
pened and it was deemed unsafe to leave the building unlocked all day long and so we  began 
leaving the door locked all the time except during services, because how can we deny access 
to services?  And then the mass shooting at the Tree of Life synagogue happened and we not 
only began to lock the doors during services, but we posted an armed guard at the door.  
These are all changes that fall under the rubric of Pikuach Nefesh.   
 
People ask why synagogues require Covid-19 vaccinations and masks for entry, when neither 
the CDC nor the State of NJ mandate them. And the answer is again Pikuach Nefesh. Judaism 
requires us to take maximum precautions, not follow minimum requirements, in order to   
protect life. While there are differing “opinions” out there, the science is clear. Vaccinations 
save lives and masks prevent the spread of the virus.  What’s more, we now know that cloth 
masks are not up to the task when dealing with the Omicron variant and so you need to                      
double mask or wear a 94/95 level protection mask.  You need to do this to protect yourself 
and to protect others.  
 
No one is happy with the current state of affairs, but we recognize that protecting life is a 
Jewish value that is paramount and so we do what we must to keep each other safe so that we 
can live all the other Jewish values that make us who we are.  So stay safe and keep others 
safe; your Judaism requires it of you.  

FROM THE BIMA 
RABBI RANDALL MARK 

Judaism has always been a religion that is lived in the world and not 
something that exists in isolation, Who would have guessed that the two 
topics dominating Jewish life at the moment would be security and a 
pandemic.  The underlying Jewish value in both discussions is Pikuach 
Nefesh, Saving Life. The need to protect life supersedes almost every 
other Jewish value. While we value observance of Shabbat and Kashrut, 
Torah study and prayer, repairing the world and doing good deeds, all of 
these take a back seat to Pikuach Nefesh.  We are told in the Torah, 
“Choose Life” (Deuteronomy 30:19) So when life is in danger, we are 
commanded to do everything in our power to protect it.   
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President’s Message 
HENRY RAMER 

Gardens in Winter. 
 

   It’s the beginning of February, snow is on the ground, and temperatures 
are in the single digits. Who thinks about gardens in times like these? I do. 
The earth is just resting, storing its energy for the early spring color show.  
 

   Pretty soon the first of the plants around the Shomrei Torah will start   
coming back to life. First will be the hellebores, planted by Linda Gaba and 
me from divisions of perennials in my home garden. These plants are called 
Lenten Rose because they flower around Easter, but we can call them          
Pesach pansies. Glimpse them to the left of the walkway leading up to the 
front door from the parking lot. 

   Next to bloom will probably be the daffodils (narcissi) in the beds all around the building. Many 
were planted by Lisa Zevin working with Anita Skolnick and were purchased with money from a City 
Green DigIn grant provided by the Passaic County Freeholders (now Commissioners). The bulbs 
will naturalize, or spread and send up additional bright yellow flowers every year. 
 
   Remember the ginormous elephant ears (colocasia) dominating the space to left of the walkway 
up to the front door. Well, their bulbs are resting in boxes in the basement and will be replanted   
after the last hard frost. BTW these bulbs multiply during the growth season, so we have a few extra 
to give to Shomrei Torah members to experiment with in their own gardens. Just let me know if you 
want one. 
 
   The ten Japanese stewartia (pseudocamillia) trees planted on the lawn between the building and 
the Hinchman Avenue sidewalk already have flower buds. They are small and round and look like 
little fruits. By April they will begin opening into white flowers. Each tree was purchased with         
donations from individual synagogue members whose names are on the accompanying plaques. 
Stu Millstein helped affix some of the plaques for the trees most recently planted. Mark Kass              
watered the trees often in the first year after they were planted.  
 
   The vegetable garden itself will also get going in April. We will plant seeds of frost hardy              
vegetables to start. The automatic underground irrigation system was purchased with a generous 
contribution from Eric Weis. We keep our tools and fertilizers in a shed that was purchased unas-
sembled from Home Depot, a real bargain. Ivan Gerstein stood over those hundreds of parts for a 
few days, holding an assembly manual that was complicated enough to compare to an electric           
generator plant. After many hours he put the shed together and it still stands. The wood chips on 
the ground between the raised beds were trucked to the site from a township depot in the trucks of 
Mark Shpungin and Bob Brazer. They were spread between the beds with the help of Jon Heller 
and Mark Dumoff.  
 
   Once the plants really start bearing we can count on picking help picking from Marcy Marcus, 
Elaine Schlossberg, Mark Frankel and Zev Friede. Andy Simon was among the men who helped us 
assemble the original raised beds.  
 
   Some of the other planting beds around the shul could use some upgrades. We can do this with 
money provided in part by Zoltan Herskovits who even got us a match of contributions from his   
employer. There’s some money in the Miller Landscaping Fund (named for Harvey and Naomi), so 
let’s see if we can use it to make the outside of our synagogue look more like the Garden of Eden.. 
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Our Religious school functioned all fall into the winter in spite of the challenges of the     
pandemic.  We began the year with the Sunday School having classes outdoors in the parking 
lot, while the Hebrew school had classes inside the building.  Everyone wore masks and were 
socially distant. Inside windows and doors were left open, air purifiers were placed in each 
classroom and the HVAC was set for maximum circulation and fresh air flow.   
 

As the weather changed, our Sunday school joined the Hebrew school indoors with the same 
accommodations. However, Morah Dassy’s Gan/Aleph class we too large to fit into any of 
our existing classrooms and still provide for the social distancing and so we turned our Social 
Hall into a classroom on Sunday mornings.  It would have precluded doing any Sunday 
morning programing, except that minyan and all the programming has been virtual over 
zoom, so the use of the room by the students has been a non-issue for us as a congregation. 
They have had the challenge of using such a large space for their classroom and the fact that 
we have had to break it down a few times for other events.  But everyone works together and 
we make the best of it.  
 

In December the school celebrated Hanukkah, some by class, some as a school and some    
together with the congregation. Everyone learned a lot and enjoyed the candles, dreidels and 
foods.  After break they all learned about Tu B’Shevat as we celebrated the New Year of the 
Trees and learned about Judaism and the environment.  Our Middle school students enjoyed  
a Sunday off site with other students their age as we participated in the Kehillah Project with 
other synagogues of Northern NJ.  They experienced the Bible Players, learned some Torah 
and met students from other synagogues.  
 

It has been a challenging year, but we have made the most of it and our students are learning  
our customs and traditions! May the learning continue!  
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Before we know it, Purim will be here. This year it arrives on March 17th. Join our   
Annual Purim Box Fundraiser and fulfill the mitzvah of providing Mishloach Manot to 
each Shomrei Torah family in Wayne. This year we will deliver Purim boxes on         
Sunday, March 13th to Wayne congregants. Out of town members may pick theirs up 
at the synagogue that day or make other arrangements. All we need now is YOU!   
  
Here's how it works: For just $5.00 per recipient, you can participate in the sending 
of a beautiful gift basket to anyone on our list -- all Shomrei Torah members and 
staff. Every family who gets checked will get one gift basket, plus a card saying who 
sent it. For example, if five families send you a basket, you'll get one lovely basket 
with a card listing those five families  
 
If you wish to send to EVERYONE on the Shomrei Torah list, it is only $136 and your 
name will be included on everyone’s card.  
 
If you wish to purchase additional Purim Baskets to send out on your own to relatives 
and friends – (that is, to people not on our Shomrei Torah list) the cost will be $18 per 
additional basket and we will be happy to deliver to those who live in Wayne.  
 
We hope that participation in this mitzvah and Sisterhood’s largest FUNDRAISER  will 
be overwhelmingly positive.  
 
Any questions, call Linda Gaba: 973-696-8276 or email Judy Krantz:                       
jckrantz@gmail.com or Marcy Marcus: marcyjm53@gmail.com. 
 
Purim Basket Orders and Payments are due in the synagogue office no later 
than MONDAY, FEBRUARY 28. Payment will be accepted as cash, check on im-
mediate credit card. There will be no billing. Please send back the order form and 
help make this PURIM FUNDRAISER most successful.  
 
Linda Gaba, Sisterhood President  

mailto:jckrantz@gmail.com
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CORRECTED PURIM BASKET ORDER FORM.  APOLOGIES TO THE FAMILIES THAT WERE                    
INADVERTENTLY MISSING FROM THE PURIM MAILING 
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1st 
Sandra Kanter 
Roman Esgar 

 

2nd 
Barry Sarin 

 

3rd 
Shirley Schwartz 
Roslyn Seradzky 

Carole Sukel 
Zachary Spodek 

 

4th 
Joseph Mendel 

Bernie Kashmann 
 

5th 

Craig Capodiferro 
Linda Dumoff 

 

6th 
Sheryl Sarin 

Estelle Solomon 
Susan Baron 

 

7th 
Jordan Green 
David Rubin 

Kenneth Lowe 
 

8th 
Matthew Simon 
Ilana Leshowitz 

 

12th 
Daniel Seplow 

 

13th 
Michael Parness 

 

14th 
Maya Gerstein 
Philip Steuer 

 

15th 
Nathan Mendel 

16th 
Emanuela Yip 
Lynn Altshuler 

Eric Rudow 
 

17th 
Jason Leshowitz 
Chelsea Hayet 

 

18th 
Stacey Maines 
Noah Heller 

Megan Simon 
 

19th 
Aaron Hook 

 

20th 
Neil Albaum 
Mark Dumoff 

 

21st 
Steve Gilgur 
Judith Krantz 
Barbara Zitcer 
Adele Sussman 

 
22nd 

Mira Blecherman 
Bernay Adler 

Murray Hochler 
 

25th 
Bruce Wiener 

 

26th 
Iris Fisher 

 

27th 
Sy Schlossberg 

Barry Blecherman 
Robert Baron 

Marlene Seidman 
 

28th 
Tanya Martell 

Jacob Waxman 
 

 

February 23rd 
Monique & Bennett Wasserstrum 

44 years! 

HAPPY JANUARY 
ANNIVERSARY! 
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Amazon will donate 0.5% of the 
price of your eligible  AmazonSmile 

purchases to         

Wayne Conservative Jewish            
Congregation whenever you shop 

on AmazonSmile. 

AmazonSmile is the same               
Amazon you know.  Same products, 

same prices, same service. 
Support your charitable organization 

by starting your shopping at: 
  smile.amazon.com 

SISTERHOOD  DONATIONS 
NEW PRICING 

 
GOLDEN CARDS 
$5.00 PER CARD 

A card that may be sent for any occasion: 
thank you, memoriam, get well,             

announcements. 
 

CERTIFICATES $7.00 PER CARD 
Card sent to acknowledge that a donation 
has been made to Sisterhood in honor or 

memory or for any occasion. 
 

GIFT FUND                                              
Minimum $10 PER CARD 

Card sent to acknowledge that a donation 
has been made to Sisterhood in honor or 

memory or for any occasion 
 

If your last name begins with                   
A to L, please call 

Gail Dodds                                                                       
973-595-0764   

git529@optonline.net 
 

If your last name begins with                 
M to Z, please call 

Laura Siegel                                                                     
973-706-7039                                                   

lyzie314@aol.com 

https://smile.amazon.com/
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THANKSGIVING THANKS FROM W.I.N. 
 
Shomrei Torah and its congregants came through for WIN once 
again.  In addition to regular food and basic necessities donated at 
this time of year, financial donations from individuals along with a 
very generous donation from the Ritual Committee totaled over 
$400.00 .  Sisterhood provided $250.00 in Shop Rite scrip — a 
wonderfully thoughtful and appreciated gesture. 
 

Wishing everyone good health in 2022! 
 
Betty Singer,                                                                                    
Shomrei Torah Representative to the Wayne Interfaith Network.  
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YAHRZEIT FUND 
 

GLORIA BADER 
Mother of Seth Bader 

 
MILDRED BURR 

Mother of Jamie Burr 
 

EDITH DYTCHEL 
Mother of Gail Dodds 

 
MORRIS FEIER 

Great Grandfather of Eric Weis 
 

GERTRUDE FISCHER 
Grandmother of Joe Fischer 

 
MILTON FISCHER 

Father of Joan Gottlieb 
 

DAVID FORMAN 
Father of Barbara Kahn 

 
LOUIS GROSSER 

Grandfather of Joe Fischer 
 

FLORENCE KAPLAN 
Mother of Mimi Lakind 

 
SYLVIA KRASS 

Mother of Ruth Kreger 
 

BRIAN KWIAT 
Son of Gail & Steven Kwiat 

 
IRVING LANGFELDER 

Father-in-law of Ruth Langfelder 
 

PHILIP LESSER 
Grandfather of Gary & Ross Lesser 

 
DAVID LEWIN 

Father of Shelley Lewin 
 

RABBI SAMUEL MENDELOWITZ 
Brother of Dena Horn 

 
PINCHAS RADLER 

Great Grandfather of Eric Weis 
 

HELEN ROZPRZA 
Mother of Mary Sheydwasser 

 
MAURY SELTZER 

Father of Richard Seltzer 
 

ROBERT SHEFFLER 
Father of Beth Julie 

 
LOUIS SHEYDWASSER 

Father of Frank Sheydwasser 

SISTERHOOD GOLDEN CARDS 
IN HONOR OF 

 

KAREN & RICHARD WEISS 
Birth of a Granddaughter! 
Rhita & Steve Gastwirth 

Marsha & Paul Greenberg 
Marrcy & Dave Marcus 
Terri & Oscar Reicher 
Laura & Marty Siegel 

 

ANITA & STUART SKOLNICK 

Birth of a Grandson 
Marcy & Dave Marcus 

 

DASSY & RABBI MARK 
Marriage of Danit & Armand 

Marcy & Dave Marcus 
Edith & Ivan Voyticki 
Gerda & Ben Weltman 

 
BETH & ED JULIE 

Daughter’s Engagement 
Marcy & Dave Marcus 
Edith & Ivan Voyticki 

 
JUDY & JAY WEIL 

Birth of a Granddaughter 
Marcy & Dave Marcus 
Sue & Harvey Nagler 

 

JANICE & LEN BLAIFEDER 
Son’s Engagement 

Marcy & Dave Marcus 
 

CINDY & ALAN MERKER 
Son’s Engagement 

Marcy & Dave Marcus 
 

DAVID FRIEDMAN 
100th Birthday! 

Sue & Barry Mirsky 
Elaine & Sy Schlossberg 

 
SISTERHOOD GOLDEN CARDS 

SPEEDY RECOVERY 
 

YONA LIEBERMAN 
Gerda & Ben Weltman 

 
SISTERHOOD GIFT FUND 

IN HONOR OF 
 

KAREN & RICHARD WEISS 
Birth of a Granddaughter! 

Gerald LeRoy 
Mary & Frank Sheydewasser 

 
DASSY & RABBI MARK 

Marriage of Danit & Armand 
Mary & Frank Sheydwasser 

 
 

JOSEPH STEINBERG 
Father of Margo Bader 

 

ERNA UHLMAN 
Aunt of Jerry Herrmann 

 

ARTHUR MARTIN WEIS 
Father of Eric Weis 

 

LUCILE WEISS 
Mother of Richard Weiss 

 

SVETLANA ZABOLOTSKY 
Daughter of Ann Savransky 

 

JENNIE & SAMUEL ZABLIN 
Grandparents of Gary & Ross Lesser 

 

GUSSIE ZEROLNICK 
Grandmother of Elaine Schlossberg 

 
GENERAL DONATION 

IN MEMORY OF 
 

MORRIS BADER 
Father of Seth Bader 

Beth & Ed Julie 
Caroline & Sid Blecherman 

Sheri & Ivan Taback 
 

EVA MENDEL 
Mother of Alan Mendel 

Beth & Ed Julie 
Laurie & Jeffrey Weinstein 

 
MILLER LANDSCAPING FUND 

IN MEMORY OF 
 

EVE MENDEL 
Mother of Alan Mendel 

Naomi Miller 
 

SISTERHOOD GOLDEN CARDS 
IN MEMORY OF 

 

MORRIS BADER 
Father of Seth Bader 

Synagogue Board & Affiliates 
Rhita & Steve Gastwirth 

 
EVA MENDEL 

Mother of Alan Mendel 
Synagogue Board & Affiliates 

Leslie & Steve Reisman 
Phil & Maria Nuccetelli 
Adele & Joel Sussman 
Sue & Barry Mirsky 

Elaine & Sy Schlossberg 
 

JANICE BLAIFEDER 
Father’s Yahrzeit 

Marcy & Dave Marcus 
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