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      August 2021 
     Av/Elul 5781                                        

L’CHAIM 

Celebrating Tradition, Embracing the Future! 30 Hinchman Avenue, Wayne, NJ 07470 
973-696-2500     www.shomreitorahwcc.org 

Executive Board 
 

Henry Ramer 
President 

 

Sheri Taback 
Executive Vice President/ 

President Elect 
 

Shara Gastwirth Lawner  
Membership/Program VP 

 

Lisa Zevin 
Education/Youth VP 

 

Howard Hook 
Finance VP/Fundraising 

 

Tova Friede                                                        
Treasurer 

 

Bruce Seidman 
Financial Secretary 

 

Stacey Maines                                                    
Recording Secretary 

 

Barry Blecherman 
Immediate Past President 

 

————————- 
Clergy 

 

Randall Mark 
Rabbi 

—————————- 

Staff 
 

Mark Wiesel 
Administrator 

 

Suzanne Katz Zofi 
Administrative Assistant 

 

Gloria Millan 
Custodian 

 

 

Are you fully         
vaccinated? 

 
Please make sure 

that proof of          
vaccination is on 

file at the                     
synagogue office. 
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SHABBAT CANDLE LIGHTING 
TIMES 

 

  8/6….7:49 pm 
  8/13...7:40 pm 
  8/20...7:30 pm 
  8/27...7:20 pm 

Please refer to weekly “What’s Happening” or call     
Synagogue office for Zoom information 

 
 

SUNDAY MORNING 
9:00 am Minyan 
 
WEEKDAY MORNING MINYAN 
Monday-Thursday, 7:45 am 
 
EVENING MINCHA/MA'ARIV  

Sunday-Thursday, 7:45 pm 
 
FRIDAY EVENING 
6:00 pm Shabbat Service 
 
SHABBAT MORNING 
9:30 am Shabbat Service 
 
SATURDAY NIGHT  
Ma’ariv & Havdalah after Shabbat ends 
 
MISHNA MONDAY—Beginning August 9 
3:00 pm 
 
TORAH STUDY THURSDAY—Beginning August 12 
3:00 pm 
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For many of us, the pandemic changed how we went to shul, but 
did not stop us from gathering for services, classes or meetings. 
Synagogue life continued unabated. Our community continued to 
be there for one another, sharing good times and bad, as well as 
the mundane day to day.  We laughed, cried and chatted with one 
another. Our online community is strong!  
 

In August we will once again be opening our sanctuary to in-person attendance for 
those ready to return. We will continue to offer Zoom and livestream for those looking 
to connect online.  Running a multi-access service is challenging, hoping that all the 
pieces work each time we sign on; but also, from a community perspective.  There 
are those on Zoom wishing to stay there and participate remotely, while there are 
others who would like to see the sanctuary return to the pre-pandemic normalcy, 
where participation takes place on the bima and those at home watch, but don’t inter-
act. I have a colleague who the other day said that he thinks we need to run two sep-
arate services – one in-person and one on Zoom – rather than a hybrid or multi-
access service that tries to meet everyone’s needs, but does not totally satisfy any-
one. We at Shomrei Torah have never had the numbers for two of anything, so every-
thing we do is a compromise for the sake of community – we are one.  
 

The weeks and months ahead will be challenging for all of us as we seek to find our 
way through these strange new times. Getting on Zoom was technically challenging, 
and trying to figure out what Judaism will look like moving forward will be something 
that everyone in the Jewish world will be struggling with.  The good news is that we 
don’t have to go through this alone.   
 

If you have not yet attended an in-person service, then I encourage you to pick one 
in August and come join us. Experience the thrill of being in the sanctuary once again.  
And as we prepare for the High Holy Days, let me point out that Selichot, will be on 
Saturday, August 28th – be sure that it is on your calendar!  

 

FROM THE BIMA 
RABBI RANDALL MARK 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
HENRY RAMER 

On a Sunday morning in September we will revive our popular Java Nagila. Come join your 
friends and fellow members for a morning of socialization and renewal, and for coffee and a 
bagel after the long pandemic lockdown. View this as a kickoff for the upcoming season.   
 
Under the leadership of chairman Norman Klein, the Adult Ed committee had been very         
active. Beginning in October, it will host a five-part instructional program (virtual) on how to 
become a pro-Israel activist and advocate against anti-Semitism. This program is prepared by 
the Israeli American Council and will run at periodic intervals through the fall and early win-
ter.  
 
 On Saturday night, October 23 we will have an Entertainment Night planned by committee 
chairpersons Shara Gastwirth and Tova Friede. It promises to be fun evening with plenty of  
audience participation and may even help our fundraising efforts. 
 
 March 29, 2022 is the date scheduled for an address and discourse by author Roberta Kwall 
about her book, Remix Judaism. Her book will be available for purchase. It discusses how we 
can more meaningfully connect with Jewish practice and ritual. 
 
 Sunday, April 26 is the date for installation of the new slate of synagogue officers and Board 
of Trustees. 
 
 And at long last, on the weekend beginning Friday, May 13 thru Sunday, May 15 will honor 
Rabbi Randy Mark for his 25 +++ years of service to Shomrei Torah. Readers may recall that 
this event had been previously scheduled for 2020 but was postponed by restrictions against in
-person events imposed by the pandemic. We hope that by May 2022 the coast is clear and we 
can host this wonderful celebration, which will include a Gala, study and Friday night – Satur-
day morning Shabbat services to pray and study with our Rabbi. 
 
 These are just some of the activities we anticipate now. Others will fall into place as the sea-
sons progress. Stay tuned. 

 

In addition to planning the full range of traditional religious                    
observances that begin with the High Holidays, the volunteers and    
staff at Shomrei Torah have also been busy scheduling a full range of 
cultural and social activities that synagogue members have come to  
expect and enjoy. All these events are conceived to work with           
various restrictions dealing with the COVID pandemic, and are subject 
to modifications to protect the health of our members. So here are our 
events, in roughly chronilogcal order. 
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From the Principal’s Desk – August 2021/5781 
 
I hope that you and your children have been enjoying your summer. Here at 
Shomrei Torah we have been planning for the start of school in the fall. This 
year, the start of the school year and the Jewish holidays coincide in a way that is 
challenging to both. If you have not looked at your calendar yet, then let me be 
the one to tell you that Erev Rosh Hashanah falls on Labor Day and the start of 
the Wayne public schools is deferred to the day after Rosh Hashanah.  
 

The early holidays will also impact the start of Religious School. Our first day 
will be Sunday, September 19th after the High Holy Days are over. And we will 
next jump into celebrating Sukkot, both as a congregation and as a school on 
Tuesday, September 21st and Sunday, Sept. 26th. Then mark your calendars now 
for Simchat Torah – Tuesday, September 28th – when we will have Hebrew 
school at 4pm doing holiday appropriate learning. We will also provide dinner, 
so that your children can stay for our 6pm Simchat Torah service, where they 
(and you) will receive an aliyah to the Torah and see us finish the Torah and start 
it over again.   
 

Feel free to be in touch with any questions or concerns that you may have about 
our school.  
 

Enjoy the rest of your summer!  
 
Rabbi Randy Mark, Principal 
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An Ongoing                
Fundraising Project 
throughout the year! 
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 WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS,  
TANYA AND SEAN MARTELL 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sean grew up in East Brunswick, New Jersey and has one brother, while Tanya grew up in 
New York City and Richmond, Virginia.  Both of their families came from Eastern Europe          
after World War II.  Tanya’s family settled in the Catskills while Sean’s family settled in  
Washington Heights.   
 
Sean graduated from the University of Rochester where he received a BA in Economics and  
an MBA in Accounting and Finance.  While at Rochester he was a member of AEPI.  He is a 
CPA, member of the NYSCPA and the AICPA.  He is the CFO of GTS Execution Services and 
Financial Reporting Manager of GTS Securities. 
 
Tanya attended The College of William and Mary where she earned a BA in Psychology. She 
then received her Masters in Psychology at Virginia Commonwealth University. She is now a 
Salesforce Business Analyst at the Hunley Group, LLC and Certified Salesforce Administrator.  
She focuses primarily on clients in the manufacturing industry. Prior to her current work she 
worked for several Jewish communal organizations as a database manager including Avodah 
and the American Society of the University of Haifa. 
 
Sean moved to Forest Hills in 2006 while Tanya moved back to NYC in 2011. Tanya and Sean 
met on JDate.  Sean says that when he gave his phone number to Tanya he asked her not to 
judge him because he had a NJ number.  She responded that that was good since she had a 
Richmond, VA area code. Their first date in November 2012 was eating tacos at Dos Caminos 
followed by a walk to Bryant Park where Sean convinced Tanya to skate.  Despite Tanya’s 
nervousness and lack of skating skills she walked away uninjured.  Their first date was a          
winner!!!  
 
They  bought their  first apartment in April 2014 while they were engaged and married six 
months later in September 2014.  Their first daughter, Zoey was born in 2016.  They moved         
to Wayne in December 2017, three months before their second daughter Samara was born. 
Zoey is entering kindergarten this year at the Wayne YMCA.  She loves gymnastics and dance 
classes.  She is spending this summer at Camp Veritans and is absolutely loving it! Samara was 
born in 2018 and is entering Pre-K at the Y as well where she too loves to dance. 
            -continued- 
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Tanya’s Mama Nina, who died two years ago, had a major influence on her life.  She was her 
grandmother’s niece, a Holocaust survivor and a huge “rock” in her life.  While Tanya was  
not her actual grandchild, she treated her as though she was her 7th grandchild.  Mama Nina 
always welcomed her home and made sure that she had all the love in the world.  She held her 
family together through the good times and not so good times.  She did not care what your   
relationship to the family was.  To her you were family.  She always made sure that Tanya was  
happy and taken care of.  She always encouraged Tanya to try new foods when she was a 
picky eater.  “Try it—you’ll like it” was her mantra. 
 
Sean credits his parents with shaping his life.  Sean’s father, a retired CPA, instilled him with  
a good work ethic while his mother, a stay-at home mom, demonstrated the importance of          
organization in running a home. Between the two of them, while usually instilling different 
life lessons, together they gave Sean just what he needed to be a “mensch”.  
 
Tanya and Sean have chosen Shomrei Torah because they were looking for a community for 
their children to call “home” as they grow up. They both had very positive experiences with 
their Jewish communities and want their daughters to have a comparable experience. They 
hope to become involved in their daughters’ Jewish education while meeting other parents 
who have children of similar ages. 
 
To them, following the Golden Rule and instilling that lesson in their daughters’ lives is the 
Jewish way of life.  They open their home to everyone, friends and family, to celebrate the 
Jewish holidays together, regardless of religion. They host a yearly Hanukah party and have 
been hosting a Seder since they got engaged.  One year they managed to squeeze 16 people in 
their NYC apartment for a Seder.  Additionally, they feel that we all have a responsibility to 
help each other.  It is important to them that we all stand together and make sure that our   
Jewish community is treated fairly and kindly, both here and abroad.   
 
When they have spare time they love to work out, travel and take weekend trips.  Some of 
their favorite places are Williamsburg, VA, Hershey, PA, and Lake George, NY.   
 
WELCOME TO SHOMREI TORAH! 
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FABULOUS SISTERHOOD POOL PARTY 

Thank you to Marcy and Dave Marcus 
for graciously hosting at their home.  



 

11  

In Israel there is an organization called Yad Sarah – in English that’s 
“Sarah’s Hand”. This group runs lending centers across the country 
where people who have items that they no longer need (medical 
equipment and other things) are matched with other people who 
need these objects.  
 
Here in Wayne, our member Barry Mirsky proposed that we do some-

thing similar. The leadership of Shomrei Torah thinks that this is a great idea.   
We will coordinate the lending of crutches, scooters, walkers, canes, wheelchairs 
and other durable medical equipment. If you have something to  lend, please 
send a description and a picture to sarahshand@shomreitorahwcc.org. If you 
have a need please email us describing what is required at the same email      
address, sarahshand@shomreitorahwcc.org. We will be the matchmakers. 
 

OPERATION ISAIAH 2021  

Operation Isaiah is Shomrei Torah’s High Holiday drive designed to collect large 
amounts of basic necessities for our local community pantry. Our local pantry is            
operated by the Wayne Interfaith Network (WIN). For this year’s event Shomrei          
Torah will provide basic necessities including personal care items and paper goods. 
Our non-food collection complements the collection of food at Temple Beth Tikvah.  
In this way both congregations are able to work together to meet the needs of our 
community. These collections are large and impressive and hundreds of bags are          
collected, but the amounts collected in these large once yearly drives only last about 
three to six months.  

To supplement these collections Shomrei Torah and Temple Beth Tikvah continue to 
donate food and other basic necessities to WIN throughout the rest of the year. 
Churches and other organizations and businesses in town also generously contribute.  

Operation Isaiah is our congregation’s opportunity to purchase these special items 
during The Ten Days for those who are less fortunate. Lists of needed items will          
be available in an email later this summer. Congregants will be asked to bring the   
requested items to Shomrei Torah starting after Rosh Hashanah and ending prior to 
the start of the Kol Nidre service.  

On Sunday, September 19 we will sort, bag and box the donated items, load cars 
with our collection and deliver the items to the Wayne Interfaith Network Pantry           
Annex. Adult and teen volunteers will be needed. Further details will be released  
closer to the holidays.  

We look forward to you participating with us in this special congregational mitzvah.  

Enjoy the rest of the summer. See you in September!  

Sarah Blecherman,  

Chair, Operation Isaiah 

mailto:sarahshand@shomreitorahwcc.org
mailto:sarahshand@shomreitorahwcc.org
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2nd 
Seth Bader 

 

3rd 
Julie Seplow 

 

4th 
Jessica Rubin 
Sydney Rubin 

Gaby Lewis 
 

5th 
Alyssa Jalowicz 

Samantha Jalowicz 
Alice Broser 

 

6th 
Alberto Davidovich 

 

7th 
Jacques Ohayon 

 

8th 
Daniel Zudkevitch 

 

10th 
Howard Hook 
Judy Waxman 
Daniell Sohn 

 

11th 
Dara Golden 

 

12th 
Mary Sheydwasser 

 

13th 
Len Blaifeder 
Shelley Lewin 

 

14th 
Michael Padover 

 

16th 
Isaac Gotian 

 

17th 
Harry Stricker 
Carli Hesney 

 

19th 
Linda Gaba 

 

20th 
Kayla Blecherman 
Stuart Steinberg 

 
 

21st 
Sarah Blecherman 

 

23rd 
Phil Joress 

 

24th 
Michael Green 
Ellen Bernstein 

Paula Halpern 
 

25th 
Paula Halpern 

Ruth Kreger 
Anita Petak 

 

26th 
Jared Leshowitz 

Ivan Voyticki 
 

27th 
Marlene Korngold 

 

28th 
Neil Kressel 

 

29th 
Susan Mirsky 
Larry Fechner 

 

30th 
Elaine Schlossberg 

August 10th 
Gail & Steven Kwiat 

46 years! 
 

August 11th 
Dorit & Neil Kressel 

30 years! 
 

August 14th 
Cindy & Perry Wolkowitz 

44 years! 
 

August 14th 
Margo & Seth Bader 

38 years! 
 

August 16th 
Marcia & Howard Kent 

51 years! 
 

August 19th 
Dassy & Rabbi Mark 

38 years! 
 

August 22nd 
Lynn & Robert Altshuler 

56 years! 
 

August 22nd 
Barbara & Marc Zitcer 

50 years! 
 

August 23rd 
Linda & Mark Dumoff 

40 years! 
 

August 24th 
Estelle& Leon Solomon 

52 years! 
 

August 25th 
Alicia & Jon Heller 

25 years! 
 

August 28th 
Elyce & Evan Berenzweig 

38 years! 
 

August 29th 
Gail & David Dodds 

45 years! 
 

August 30th 
Laurie & Michael Green 

29 years! 
 

August 30th 
Hindi & Jeff Golden 

20 years! 

 
August 1st 

Jill & Robert Spodek 
28 years! 

 

August 2nd 
Piedad & Esteban Kiguelman 

41 years! 
 

August 4th 
Adrienne & Scott Podell 

31 years! 
 

August 5th 
Laurie Nahum & Richard Krieger 

42 years! 

HAPPY AUGUST  
ANNIVERSARY! 
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Amazon will donate 0.5% of the 
price of your eligible  AmazonSmile 

purchases to         

Wayne Conservative Jewish            
Congregation whenever you shop 

on AmazonSmile. 

AmazonSmile is the same               
Amazon you know.  Same products, 

same prices, same service. 
Support your charitable organization 

by starting your shopping at: 
  smile.amazon.com 

SISTERHOOD  DONATIONS 
NEW PRICING 

 
GOLDEN CARDS 
$5.00 PER CARD 

A card that may be sent for any occasion: 
thank you, memoriam, get well,             

announcements. 
 

CERTIFICATES $7.00 PER CARD 
Card sent to acknowledge that a donation 
has been made to Sisterhood in honor or 

memory or for any occasion. 
 

GIFT FUND                                              
Minimum $10 PER CARD 

Card sent to acknowledge that a donation 
has been made to Sisterhood in honor or 

memory or for any occasion 
 

If your last name begins with                   
A to L, please call 

Gail Dodds                                                                       
973-595-0764   

git529@optonline.net 
 

If your last name begins with                 
M to Z, please call 

Laura Siegel                                                                     
973-706-7039                                                   

lyzie314@aol.com 

https://smile.amazon.com/
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YAHRZEIT FUND 
 

FRIEDA & MAX BAER 
Grandparents of Martin Siegel 

 
ESTER & HASKELL BAER 

Great Grandparents of Martin Siegel 
 

ARTHUR BERGER 
Brother of Barry Berger 

 

DAVID BERNSTEIN 
Father of Debra Hodes 

 
POLA CHILOWICZ 

Mother of Dan Chilowicz 
 

STUART CHURGIN 
Father of Ilissa Hook 

 
REUBEN COHEN 

Grandfather of Gerald LeRoy 
 

ABRAHAM DYTCHEL 
Father of Gail Dodds 

 
FLORENCE FELDMAN 
Mother of Laura Siegel 

 

MINNA FELDMAN 
Mother of Carole Pomeranc 

 
KATHE FRIEDMAN 

Wife of David Friedman 
 

NETTIE FRIEDMAN 
Grandmother of Robyn Weiss 

 

PAULINE FRIES 
Mother of Esther Whitmore 

 

FYVA GELMINSON 
Father of Rimma Markhasin 

 
PAULINA GELMINSON 

Mother of Rimma Markhasin 
 

SOPHIA GLAZ 
Sister of Rimma Markhasin 

 
DAVID GREENBLATT 

Father of Michael Greenblatt 
 

EUGENE HERMAN 
Father of Stephanie Whitman 

 

ELI HIRSCHBERG 
Father of George Hirschberg 

 

IRVING HORN 
Father of Rabbi William Horn 

 
 

BETTY KWIAT 
Mother of Steven Kwiat 

 

DANIEL LEROY 
Father of Gerald LeRoy 

 
CELIA LEVINSON 

Mother of Ilene Kalen 
 

PATRICIA MORRIS 
Mother of Susan Nagler 

 
MORRIS ROZPRZA 

Father of Mary Sheydwasser 
 

GUSSIE SIEGEL 
Grandmother of Martin Siegel 

 

IRVING STEINBERG 
Father of Stuart Steinberg 

 
GENERAL FUND 

A SPEEDY RECOVERY 
 

SY SCHLOSSBERG 
Caroline & Sid Blecherman 

 
HEBREW SCHOOL FUND 
Eitan Betito & April Seroda 

 
PROJECT AVIVA 
IN MEMORY OF 

 

AMY KALIETA 
Sister of Beth Julie 

Beth & Ed Julie 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
IN HONOR OF 

 
MICHAEL A. MARGOLIS 

Appointment to the Rutgers Univer-
sity Foundation Board of Directors 

Rose & Richard Margolis 
 

MILLER LANDSCAPE FUND 
IN MEMORY OF 

 
ESTELLE MILLER 

Mother of Lisa Schwarz 
Ilissa & Howard Hook 

 
SISTERHOOD GOLDEN CARD 

SPEEDY RECOVERY 
 

RACHEL NEDELMAN 
Roz & George Hirschberg 

 

ALICE SPIRA 
Susan Charnet 

SISTERHOOD GOLDEN CARD 
IN MEMORY OF 

 

FRAN GREEN 
Wife of Jerry Green 

Synagogue Board & Affiliates 
Rose & Richard Margolis 

Sue & Barry Mirsky 
 

FRANCES FRIEDMAN 
Mother of Marlene Korngold 

Synagogue Board & Affiliates 
 

LEONARD HOOK 
Father of Howard Hook 

Synagogue Board & Affiliates 
Rhita & Steve Gastwirth 

Michael Greenblatt 
 

PAUL KLEIN 
Husband of Marlene Klein 

Cindy & Bob Brazer 
 

PAULA MUSTACHIO 
Mother of Matt Mustachio 
Enid & Richard Rosenberg 

 

DAUGHTER OF SANDY FIELD 
Enid & Richard Rosenberg 

 

SISTERHOOD GOLDEN CARD          
IN HONOR OF 

 

IRIS & GENE FISHER 
Birth of Granddaughter! 

Sue & Barry Mirsky 
Michael & Eric Greenblatt 

 

HENRY RAMER 
Special Birthday Wishes! 

Laura & Marty Siegel 
 

LYNN & DAVID FEINBERG 
Birth of Granddaughter 

Enid & Richard Rosenberg 
 

SISTERHOOD GIFT FUND 
IN MEMORY OF 

 

FRANCES FRIEDMAN 
Mother of Marlene Korngold 

Susan & Bart Salant 
Margo & Seth Bader 

 

CLARE GREENWALD 
Mother of Donald Greenwald 

Judy & Alan Feldman 
Ruth Langfelder 

 

ISRAEL SKOLNICK 
Father of Stuart Skolnick 

Margo & Seth Bader 
 

FRAN GREEN 
Wife of Jerry Green 

Susan Charnet 
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