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FROM THE BIMA 
Rabbi Randall Mark 

 

 

I think that learning is an essential Jewish component. I try to study regularly not   

because I am a rabbi and like to study (both of which are true), but because I believe 

that study is one of the defining elements of what it means to be a Jew. We are the 

People of the Book, not just because we love to read, but because we love to learn, 

Torah is our book. Studying Torah can be defined narrowly to the Five Books of 

Moses or it can be understood more broadly to be the entire scope of Jewish learn-

ing – personally I’m a fan of the second understanding. 
 

I promote Adult Education, on all sorts of Jewish topics.  For those who like tradi-

tional Torah study, we do it weekly at 9am on Shabbat mornings before services be-

gin. Some come just to learn, others learn first and then stay to pray. Once a month, 

we continue the discussion while we eat at the Shabbat Kiddush. 
 

In February we start a course of study on the Jewish way to disagree constructively – 

Makhloket Matters – on Tuesday nights. It is a five part program on how to use    

rabbinic texts and educational videos to help us better engage in civil discourse in 

today’s tense political climate. 
 

And, of course, every February we bring you Sweet Tastes of Torah – a once yearly 

study opportunity that I do together with other members of the North Jersey Board 

of  Rabbis. This year our topic is Israel – another topic that can be difficult to discuss. 

It is based on a new book The Fragile Dialogue: New Voices of Liberal Zionism.  We 

will gather Sat. Feb. 2nd at Temple Beth Rishon, Wyckoff, hear a keynote address by 

Rabbi Josh Weinberg, a leading Zionist voice in the Reform Movement, and then we 

will have breakout sessions to discuss specific aspects of Zionism.  As always, there 

will be a second session with various topics by different rabbis. Come taste some     

Torah! 
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Tu B’Shevat, the New Year for the Trees and a focal point in modern Judaism for green, sustainable environ-

mental policy has just passed and it may look like our congregation celebrated by cutting down all the trees 

on the Hinchman Avenue side of our property. As with many things, there’s a back story here – one that you 

deserve to know. 
 

The trees on the west side (Hinchman Ave.) of the property were dead or dying. How can such a thing        

happen? We asked Wayne Township about this, thinking that they had planted the trees many years ago. 

The town said that the trees were all on our side of the sidewalk, not the street side, and therefore were not 

town trees. 
 

We spoke to the township arborist and to private companies that do arboreal work and the explanation we 

received is this: Because the trees grew to be entangled with the power lines, PSE&G would come periodi-

cally to trim the trees. They trimmed the street side of the trees over and over, but never the side closer to 

the building and parking lot. Over the years the trees became very unbalanced and unhealthy. All the arbor-

ists agreed that the trees had to come down – even the ones who didn’t work for companies that would 

stand to make a profit from doing the work. There were a few trees that posed an imminent danger of falling 

on the building; one of these was so far gone that we could easy push an entire baseball bat into its dead 

trunk. 
 

So the trees had to be cut down. We presented this situation to PSE&G and after some amazing negotiation 

with the company by some wonderful volunteers, PSE&G did the work at their cost. The timing of the work 

unhappily corresponded with Tu B’Shevat. 
 

In order to reverse this anti-green event and beautify our grounds, we have already begun talking to             

landscapers about new plantings (further from the power wires!) and other ways to do the right thing for 

Shomrei Torah and the planet. If you’d like to be involved in this please reach out to me or to Henry Ramer – 

we’d love to have your ideas and time. 
 

Also –  let’s get as big a crowd as we can for the Gala honoring Cindy Merker – this should be a great event! 
 

B’Shalom, 

Barry 
 

Cell: 973.865.6358 

A Word from our President 

Barry Blecherman 
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MATT NOVER 
DIRECTOR OF CONGREGATIONAL LEARNING 

 
Cindy and her husband Alan and children Marissa, Harrison 
and Max joined Shomrei Torah almost 20 years ago. They         
followed in the footsteps of her parents, Lee and Sy           
Rothenberg, who have been members of Shomrei for almost  
35 years. 
  
Cindy became a member of the Board of Trustees in 
2007.  While on the Board she was a member of the Education 
and Personnel Committees. 
  
She chaired Koach Committee, the Gala Committee and the  
Ad Journal Committee multiple times. 
  
Cindy then became a member of the Executive Board as    
Secretary followed by Executive Vice President and President. 
  
Since serving as President, she has remained active as a 
member of the Personnel and Gala Committees, assisting with 
the renovation of Shomrei Torah and with the partnership be-
tween Shomrei Torah and the Veritans Club. 
 

Trivia question (for 50 points): Who has the longest prayer in the Torah? Who has the short-
est prayer in the Torah? Hint: it’s the same person. There’s a great rabbinic story that tells us 
the answer, found in the Talmud Tractate Berakhot 34a. 
 

Once, a student went up to lead services. The leader sang, and spoke, and sang, and spoke, 
keeping the people there for an almost absurd amount of time. The other students grumbled, complaining 
about the time. Their teacher, however, spoke back to them, “Is this any longer than the prayer of ____, who 
prayed on the mountain for 40 days and 40 nights?” 
 

A few days later, another student went up to lead. This one rushed through the service, so fast that no one 
could keep up. The students grumbled again, and again, their teacher rebuked them, “Is this any shorter than 
the prayer ___ prayed, when he asked G-d to heal his sister?” 
 

Why all the talk about prayer? It’s a question we’ve been working on here at Shomrei Torah’s Religious 
School. We want our learners to leave here not only being able to lead the service, not only having a back-
ground of Jewish knowledge, but also to start thinking about what it means to pray, and what it means to 
have a relationship with the divine. 
 

We did that a little differently recently, using the song “Part of Your World” from Disney’s The Little Mermaid. 
Is that a prayer? We debated it for a while. It turns out that the older classes did not think that it was a prayer, 
while the younger classes did. The younger classes thought it was a prayer because it was asking for some-
thing. The older classes didn’t think it was a prayer because it was asking for too much, and little of Ariel 
asked for was worthwhile. It led to a great discussion, and I look forward to learning more with our students. 
 

As always, I would love to hear from all of you. We’ve made some major changes this month, with other 
changes planned throughout the year. Please send me your comments, questions, concerns, and trivia           
answers. It’s one of the best ways we have to make this program even better. 
 

B’Shalom, 
Matt Nover 
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Sisterhood             

Purim Meeting 

Mon., February 11  

8:00 pm 

 
THE  W.I.N. PANTRY LADDER OF TZEDAKAH 
  
1.  The Wayne Interfaith Network Pantry is made up entirely of volunteers.  Our most basic need is for non-
perishable food (regular sizes, not super sizes) and other basic necessities.  Anyone who can set aside a 
little time to go shopping in a supermarket would fulfill this primary goal.  From time to time Shomrei          
Torah sends out e-mails to the congregation with a list of needed items.  Your collection may be deposited       
in the WIN Collection Chest which sits in the lobby at the synagogue.  If you buy major amounts of items,  
you can call me and arrange to meet me (or a Pantry worker) directly at the Pantry or synagogue at a time   
of mutual convenience.  Paper bags with handles, or paper in plastic are the most useful for transport. 
  
 2.  We also have financial needs.  If you are unable or unwilling to shop, but would still like to help, there 
are two alternatives available: 
  
   a)  Make out a check, payable to Shomrei Torah Sisterhood for an amount with a zero as the end 
number  ($10, $20, etc.) and send it with a note to the office requesting that it be turned into Scrip for 
WIN.  Suzanne will take care of the rest.  This makes money for Sisterhood, gives you a check as a             
receipt for a donation [see your accountant...] and eases the strain on WIN's budget for the Gift Cards 
which are given in small amounts to each client for the purchase of fresh foods.  At our discretion, small 
amounts of Scrip are also set aside for emergency purchases on behalf of Shomrei Torah which are do-
nated to the Pantry. 
  
    b) You can make out a check in any amount whatsoever (no need for a zero-ending),payable to the 
Wayne Interfaith Network, and send it to WIN, PO Box 3341, Wayne, NJ 07474-3341.  Be sure you in-
clude your name and address. You will be sent an acknowledgement for your donation.  WIN does not 
send solicitations, so you will not be bothered by further requests. 
 

3.  Paper grocery bags with handles or paper in plastic are constantly used throughout the year.  Rather 
than recycle with the town, please feel free to drop off your gently used bags, neatly folded, in the WIN Col-
lection Chest.  

 

4.  Other kinds of solicitations may also be planned throughout the year.  We hope that the congrega-
tion will continue to respond generously. 

  
All donations are deeply appreciated!  We are currently servicing approximately 120  families.  
  
Betty Singer,  
Shomrei Torah Representative to the Wayne Interfaith Network www.winfoodpantry.org 

 

http://www.winfoodpantry.org/
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MEN’S CLUB NEWS Many Thanks to  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

for helping the Men’s Club                  

recent Brew Program & Tailgate 

Party.  Your donation helped 

spice up a tasty and fun event! 
 

PATRIOT PICKLE 

30 Edison Drive 

Wayne, NJ 

            973-709-9487 
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Saturday, February 9 
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FEBRUARY 24 
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Husband of Gloria Millan 

973-706-7039  

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the 
price of your eligible  AmazonSmile 

purchases to         

Wayne Conservative Jewish            
Congregation whenever you shop 

on AmazonSmile. 

AmazonSmile is the same          
Amazon you know.  Same products, 

same prices, same service. 

Support your charitable organization 
by starting your shopping at: 

  smile.amazon.com 

https://smile.amazon.com/


 

21  

AUDREY SINGER 

Elaine & Sy Schlossberg 
 

SAM ADLER 

Husband of Elaine Adler 

Sue & Barry Mirsky 
 

SISTERHOOD GOLDEN CARDS 

FOR A SPEEDY RECOVERY 
 

ELLEN ROSEN 

Maxine & Barry Berger 
 

SISTERHOOD GIFT FUND 

IN HONOR OF 
 

PAULA & LEE SHAIMAN 

Grandson’s Birth 

Sue & Harvey Nagler 
 

SISTERHOOD CERTIFICATES 

IN HONOR OF 
 

BETH & ED JULIE 

Granddaughter’s Birth 

Rose & Richard Margolis 

 

CHUMASHIM 

IN MEMORY OF 
 

RAY FISHLER 

Husband of Rhoda Fishler 

Susan & Harvey Nagler 
 

GENERAL FUND 

IN MEMORY OF 
 

PETER WHITMORE 

Husband of Esther Whitmore 

Anita & Stuart Skolnick 
 

RAY FISHLER 

Husband of Rhoda FIshler 

Anita & Stuart Skolnick 
 

GENERAL FUND 

IN HONOR OF 
 

BETH & ED JULIE 

Granddaughter’s Birth 

Anita & Stuart Skolnick 
 

MARSHA & PAUL GREENBERG 

Grandson’s Birth 

Anita & Stuart Skolnick 
 

BUILDING FUND 

IN HONOR OF 
 

BETH & ED JULIE 

Granddaughter’s Birth 

Elyse Kremins 
 

 

 

SISTERHOOD GOLDEN CARDS 

IN HONOR OF 
 

BETH & ED JULIE 

Granddaughter’s Birth 

Harryet & Stuart Ehrlich 

Holly & Sam Eisenberg 

Marcy & Dave Marcus 

Sue & Harvey Nagler 

Marlene & Bruce Seidman 
 

SUE & KEN FELDMAN 

Peter’s marriage 

Marsha & Paul Greenberg 
 

AMY & SAM MOROVATI 

Daughter’s Birth 

Marcy & Dave Marcus 
 

MARSHA & PAUL GREENBERG 

Grandson’s Birth 

Marcy & Dave Marcus 

Sue & Harvey Nagler 
 

STEPHANIE WHITMAN 

Thank you for a wonderful day! 

Laura Siegel 
 

SISTERHOOD GOLDEN CARDS 

IN MEMORY OF 

 

CAROL SHARPAN WAXMAN 

Mother of Adam Waxman 

Synaoguge Board & Affiliates 

Marcy & Dave Marcus 

Marlene & Bruce Seidman 
 

JERRY WOLKOWITZ 

Brother of Perry Wolkowitz 

Marsha & Paul Greenberg 
 

MOTHER OF SANDY CAINES 

Susan & Bob Gordon 
 

MOTHER OF SARAH DOMIS 

Susan & Bob Gordon 
 

RAY FISHLER 

Husband of Rhoda Fishler 

Harryet & Stuart Ehrlich 
 

AUNT CEIL 

Aunt of Sue Nagler 

Elaine & Sy Schlossberg 
 

HUSBAND, FATHER & GRANDFATHER 

OF THE ROSENBLUM FAMILY 

Sue & Barry Mirsky 
 

ROSLYN GOTTESMAN 

Mother of Michael Gottesman 

Mike Greenblatt 
 

YOUTH FUND 

IN HONOR OF 
 

BETH & ED JULIE 

Granddaughter’s birth 

Marisa & Rob Smith 
 

YAHRZEIT FUND 

 

GLORIA BADER 

Mother of Seth Bader 
 

LAURA SCHULTZ BODNAR 

Anita Skolnick 
 

MAE BRAZER 

Mother of Robert Brazer 
 

SANFORD COHEN 

Father of Marcy Marcus 
 

JASON DODDS 

Son of Gail & David Dodds 
 

BERNARD FALK 

Brother-in-Law of Leon Gottlieb 
 

STANLEY FISHER 

Father of Gene Fisher 
 

ARTHUR FREEDBERG 

Husband of Suzanne Freedberg 
 

MORRIS FEIER 

Great Grandfather of Eric Weis 
 

RUTH GREEN  

Sister of Ed Grosser & Anita Fischer 
 

PAULINE GREENBERG 

Mother of Arthur Greenberg 
 

LOUIS GROSSER 

Father of Ed Grosser & Anita Fischer 
 

ESTHER HIRSCHBERG 

Mother of George Hirschberg 
 

MOLLIE KLEIN 

Mother of Paul Klein 
 

BESSIE KRONICK 

Mother of Rhoda Fishler 
 

BRIAN KWIAT 

Son of Gail & Steven Kwiat 
 

PHILIP LESSER 

Grandfather of Gary Lesser 
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ARTHUR LORCH 

Father of Carol Willner 
 

EDITH & FRANK MARCUS 

Parents of Dave Marcus 
 

ISIDORE MANDELOWITZ 

Grandfather of Harold Willner 
 

ABRAHAM MILLER 

Grandfather of Harvey Miller 
 

ELLA NAGLER 

Mother of Harvey Nagler 
 

LAWRENCE NESSMAN 

Husband of Leslie Nessman 
 

HERBERT NEWMAN 

Father of Suzanne Freedberg 
 

THOMAS PERLAKI 

Father of Diane Albalah 
 

LENA REISBERG 

Grandmother of Elaine Schlossberg 
 

DAVID ROCHMAN 

Brother of Diane Seltzer 
 

FRANCIS ROSNER 

Father of Suzanne Zamelsky 
 

HAROLD SARIN 

Father of Barry Sarin 
 

LOUIS SHEYDWASSER 

Father of Frank Sheydwasser 
 

JOSEPH STEINBERG 

Father of Margo Bader 
 

SARAH & LOUIS STONE 

Parents of Alice Spira 
 

HARVEY ZAMELSKY 

Father of Barry Zamelsky 
 

GUSSIE ZEROLNICK 

Grandmother of Elaine Schlosssberg 
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