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FROM THE BIMA 
Rabbi Randall Mark 

 

The end of the calendar year can be a trying time Jewishly.        

We want to feel that we are a part of society at large celebrating 

“the holidays” and yet we recognize that we are not fully a part 

of it or hopefully we at least feel uncomfortable. Judaism is  a         

countercultural religion. Judaism does not seek to blend           

harmoniously into a melting pot; rather, we seek our own unique           

identity and way of life that differentiates us from others. We 

value our otherness and we should embrace our distinctiveness. 

We share many values with our friends and neighbors and we 

can share that as fellow Americans. But we are also unique and 

different from our Christian, Muslim, Hindu and secular 

neighbors.  We should not want to celebrate what they celebrate 

nor should we  want to emulate them.  We should be proud of 

who we are and value our differences. It is never easy to be out 

of sync with the majority, but we don’t need easy. 
 

Celebrate Hanukkah. Enjoy every minute of the eight days, but 

proudly share that it is not the Jewish Christmas.  Don’t seek         

to compete; simply live your Jewishness, fully, freely, proudly. 

At the same time recognize it can be a sad and lonely time of 

year.  Please feel free to come to the synagogue as a refuge, 

where you know you will be welcomed and have a home. 
 

As 2019 comes to a close, we have an unusual confluence of 

events on the last Shabbat of the calendar year. It will be Shab-

bat, it will be Hanukkah and it will be Rosh Hodesh, the start of 

a new Jewish month: these three events happening on one day 

makes it into a rare three Torah day! If you are around, come 

join us. It will be quite the service! 
 

Wishing you a Happy Hanukkah and a Happy New Year! 
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 From the President 

 Barry Blecherman 

As my presidency approaches its end I’ve begun to reflect on the twenty-two years that Sarah and I have been 

members of Shomrei Torah. I have thought a lot about why we joined this congregation, what it has done for 

us, and what we hope for the future. If you have a few minutes, please let me share some history. 

 

Sarah and I married in 1994. We lived in the Germantown neighborhood of Philadelphia and Sarah commuted 

to North Philly for her residency and I to West Philly as a post-doc. Everything was close by – shopping, com-

munity, family. Later in 1994,  I took a job as a professor in Brooklyn and when Sarah finished residency in 

1996, we knew we had to move northward. We decided to look for a job for her and a place to live in northern 

NJ so that my commute wouldn’t be horrible.  NJ was a better choice for us than NYC or Long Island or Con-

necticut because it allowed both of us to get back to Philadelphia more easily, and that’s where our community 

of friends was. 

 

How do you figure out where, within an area of perhaps 2000 square miles, you want to live? Sarah and I 

wanted a community where we felt we could fit in and make friends. So we started asking people, “where in 

northern NJ should we live?” Of course, no one we knew really had a good answer to that question. We started 

looking at reports that outlined the quality of the public schools, tax rates, crime rates, home prices, and lots of 

other stuff. Very quickly this all became exhausting and overwhelming. So we tried a different angle. 

What did we want from a community? Many things were on that list but one of the most important was to be 

among Jews. We thought it’d be easier to make friends if people shared our values and perspectives. And we 

had a daughter – we looked at our baby and knew that we wanted her to have a strong Jewish identity. So the 

questions we asked of our friends changed – we now asked, “do you know of a place in northern NJ with a 

warm Jewish community?” I asked this of my childhood friend Joe who I knew from Kadima and USY. Joe 

was now a rabbi and I figured that rabbis knew other rabbis. Joe told me to go check out Rabbi Mark’s congre-

gation, called Shomrei Torah, in a town called Wayne. So with our daughter in a car-seat carrier in my hand, 

the first building I walked into in Wayne was our synagogue, the first person I met in Wayne was Rabbi Mark, 

and the first person he introduced to me was Ruth Kreger, a ST member and real-estate agent. 

 

Your story is different from mine. But we share (at least) one thing in common – both you and we searched for 

a Jewish community and found Shomrei Torah. We have paid a lot of dues to Shomrei Torah, but if you ask 

me, I owe our congregation more than the dues I have paid and will pay in the years to come. You have all 

been our community. After 22 years here you are our closest friends in the world. You have stood with us in 

happiness and in sadness. Our congregation is a source of strength to us. So the “more” that we owe is to pay 

this forward. I want each young person with a baby in their arms to feel that this community of ours could be a 

source of strength and Jewish continuity for them the way it has been for us. 

 

So when you see someone in our lobby, or classroom wing, or social hall or sanctuary that you don’t recog-

nize,  please introduce yourself and be a warm reflection of our community. That’s why you joined, right? 

That’s what I hope for our future – that as the world changes and as we all grow older Shomrei Torah will con-

tinue to be what it was for us when we joined – a source of strength; and that this feeling can be shared with 

newcomers to Wayne the way it was shared with Sarah and me. 

 

B’shalom, 

Barry 

Bsb279@nyu.edu 

973.865.6358 (cell) 

 

mailto:Bsb279@nyu.edu
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Religious School News 
 

Before you know it we will be learning about 
and celebrating Hanukkah in our school.  On 
Fri. Dec. 6 , at our Tot Shabbat, we will begin 
celebrating  Hanukkah!  Then on Fri. Dec. 13, 
we will have our Sunday School Shabbat Ser-
vice and again we will focus on Hanukkah. And 
on Sun. Dec. 15, we will have our school Ha-
nukkah celebration before we go on winter 
break. If you are in town over break on Mon. 
Dec. 23, come to Town Hall and be a part of the 
Wayne Township Menorah Lighting! 
 

I’m pleased to report that our Religious school is doing very well. Being both rabbi 
and principal has been challenging, but I knew that would be the case from the onset.  
With firsthand knowledge I can report that our teachers are teaching and our students 
are learning. This fall we had the benefit of being able to teach about all the holidays 
and festivals as we experienced them rather than after the fact. And I asked our 
teachers to join me in teaching about Sukkot on the Festival of Sukkot, and they all 
agreed, each and every one! Rather than close school on the holiday as has been our 
practice, we had school, all our teachers and all our students attended.  We were able 
to bless and shake the lulav and we were able to eat and pray in the sukkah. That 
was a very good thing because by the time we had school again, a storm had 
knocked down our sukkah! 
 

We have introduced ShalomLearning.org as a part of our curriculum and we have 
shown our students how they can login from home and reinforce what they have 
learned in class online. At the same time we are going back to basics. We have a 
greater focus on Hebrew reading that we have had in the recent past.  We are teach-
ing our students Bible stories. And as always, we are exposing them to tefillah, to 
prayer in the sanctuary. Each time they attend we come together as a school to pray, 
to learn about prayer and to talk about the Torah portion. 
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Please join Rabbi Mark and the Shomrei Torah contingent for the         

AIPAC Policy Conference in Washington D C Sunday, March 1, 

2020 to Tuesday, March 3. Participate with the approximately 18,000 

pro-Israel activists in discussions, information sessions and rallies.  

Hear from top officials in the United States and Israel governments, 

in the largest gathering of its kind of Israeli supporters in the U.S. No             

experience or prior AIPAC involvement required. Let’s see if we can 

get sizable Shomrei Torah contingent to attend. For more informa-

tion, please contact the office. 

2019 SHOMREI TORAH GARDEN REPORT 
 
2019 was a good year for the Shomrei Torah garden. We raised 
over 130 pounds of fresh vegetables, most of which was shared 
with the food pantry of the Wayne Interfaith Network, headquar-
tered at the Wayne YMCA. The balance of the produce was con-
sumed at Saturday morning kiddushes (with appropriate credit to 
the Dig In! program). 
 

On a Sunday morning in May we received assistance at planting 
time from school students at Vivekananda Vidyapith, our next 
door neighbor on Hinchman Avenue, and Linda Gaba demonstrated how we start our spring garden 
plants. We also were visited by students from our own religious school for a short course on gardening 
and environmental issues with Anita Skolnick as their guide. Also helping out through the year were 
Linda & Mark Dumoff, Mark Frankel, Elaine Schlossberg, Zev Friede, Smadar Kleinstein, Ivan Gerstein 
and Jon Heller. 
 

 The garden uses organic growing methods inside our fenced area. We raised vegetables but also 
trained tall flowers (hollyhocks and sunflowers) to grow up our garden fence. The flowers are located 
on the street side of the garden so are conspicuous to traffic on Hinchman Avenue. This year we also 
grew hops on one side of the fence. The hops were used by Dan Schlossberg to craft brew beer which 
was used at a Men’s Club Jets tail gate party in our parking lot. 
 

Luckily we were not visited by groundhogs, which were a problem in past years. This may be because 
we  buried 18” strips of chicken wire around the periphery fence in spots where the burrowing animals 
are most likely to dig. 
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WHO ARE WE? 
 

We started this program because a small group of us had a desire to study and connect on a spiri-
tual level. None of us could have ever imagined that our desire was felt by so many other women 
both within and outside of the Shomrei Torah community. Since Shomrot Neshama (Guardians of 
the Soul) is a very new program that is being shaped and reshaped as time has gone on, I thought it 
would be a good idea to restate our goals and how we have gone about achieving them.  
 

Shomrot Neshama has become simply a Torah study group in which we study Torah as it is seen 
through the eyes of women. (Yes, of course we have dessert and schmooze after we study, but that 
is just the icing on the cake). Our discussions are an open forum, with each of us bringing our own 
insight and our past teachings into the room. That being said, we are there to study the Torah, which 
one can with certainty define as the central “treatise” of Judaism. Historically, many have done just 
that. Rooms can be filled with the volumes of commentaries written over the years. However, the 
lion’s share of those people have been men. The goal of Shomrot Neshama is to go back to the 
words of the Torah and look at them through our modern female eyes.  
 

Clearly, as judged by the number of women coming to our meetings, this is a desire felt by many 
women in our community. It was difficult to have a voice, because study for women was at best, lim-
ited; time for intense study was the purview of men. As I stated when we began our last session, we 
are so incredibly fortunate to live in a time when women have all the rights afforded to man; and 
unlike men, we have also been afforded the opportunity to choose whether or not to observe certain 
mitzvot, such a wearing tallit or tefillin. We have come this far due to the dedication and hard work of 
women, not unlike ourselves, and men, who, within the framework of the Torah, have found support 
for an egalitarian approach to Judaism. It is commentaries, written by modern men and women that I 
use when preparing for our sessions. It is modern thinking people like Rabbi Mark and Sara Helfand 
to whom I turn to discuss points of Torah before we meet. We all know how the Torah’s words were 
interpreted in the past. Many of us believe that “that was then, and this is now.” 
 

I believe that the words of the Torah were, are, and will always be significant and true. For that to be, 
however, every generation must look at the Torah’s words with their own eyes, evaluate them with 
the knowledge they have, interpret them in the context in which they live. It’s not always an easy 
road, but it’s one that connects us to each other and to God. 
 

There are many women who comprise Shomrot Neshama. I am simply the current “facilitator” of this 
group. Many voices join mine (in both agreement and disagreement) as we carefully examine this 
complex, amazing, sometimes confusing text. My words have no more import or scholarship than 
anyone else’s in the room. We are women taking advantage of our freedom to study and learn. We 
welcome the voices of others to join ours as we take this journey. 
 

B’Shalom, 
 

Beth Julie 
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Shomrei Torah and Temple Beth Tikvah came together at T-Bowl Lanes for a Bowl-a-thon on 

November 17. Congrats to our high rollers: Jeff Ort and Lena Kamo and our lowest score 

bowlers Randy Reiser and Rabbi Mark! A good time was had by all! 
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SHOMREI TORAH SISTERHOOD 

 

 

 
 

THE GIRLS ARE SMILING! 
 

I would like to thank everyone who 

donated bras and feminine products 

for Support the Girls. 
 

This year , we collected over 200 

bras and lots of product.  Your gen-

erosity will help so many needy 

women. 
 

Thank you all so much and a happy 

Thanksgiving to all. 
 

Phyllis Staloff 

SISTERHOOD DONATIONS 
 

GOLDEN CARDS-$4.00 PER CARD 

A card that may be sent for any occasion: thank you, 

memoriam, get well, announcements. 
 

CERTIFICATES-$5.00 PER CARD 

Card sent to acknowledge that a donation has been 

made to Sisterhood in honor or memory or for any 

occasion. 
 

GIFT FUND-Minimum $10 PER CARD 

Card sent to acknowledge that a donation has been 

made to Sisterhood in honor or memory or for any 

occasion 
 

If your last name begins with A to L, please call 

Gail Dodds                                                                       

973-595-0764  /  git529@optonline.net 

 

If your last name begins with M to Z, please call 

Laura Siegel                                                                     

973-706-7039 / lyzie314@aol.com 
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MEN’S CLUB NEWS 
Shomrei Torah’s Men's Club has been busy the last several weeks and there are many more great 
programs coming up. 

On Sunday November 17, we held our second annual “Brats, Burgers and Beer” football tailgate. 
Dan Schlossberg did a great job with the cooking and everyone enjoyed the hamburgers, hot dogs 
and bratwurst. There was homemade beer which Dan brewed, using hops from last year’s garden. 
He also cooked up a new batch (with hops from the garden) to be enjoyed next year. Rob Baron 
brought his favorite IPA beers, and gave a talk about the history of IPA. The food and beverages 
were enjoyed by all. To cap things all off (pun intended), the New York Jets won the game, besting 
the Washington Redskins 34-17. GO JETS! 

The annual Super Bowl 50/50 box pool is filling up fast. Remember that you can’t “WIN IT UNLESS 
YOU ARE IN IT.” This year’s final game score prize is $500, with a total pot of $1000 in winnings to 
be given out.  George Hirschberg is coordinating the pool. The numbers you get are completely ran-
dom, so you don't have to be a football maven and you'll have the same chance as everyone else. 
Of course, if you buy 2 or 3 boxes, your chances of winning are even greater. Reserve your boxes 
by visiting the synagogue, or by calling Suzanne Zofi. 

The annual Man of the Year Tribute Gala is coming up soon, on Sunday December 8. Now in its 
32

nd
 year, this event is the highlight of New Jersey’s Conservative community calendar. This year 

we are honoring Zev Friede, our Man of the Year; our Youth of the Year is Felicia Shechtman. Con-
gratulations go to both honorees for this well deserved honor. Reservations are still being accepted. 
Check with Phil Nuccetelli, our event chairman, for details. The event takes place at Temple Beth 
Ahm Yisrael in Springfield. Doors open at 4pm, and there won’t be any rush hour traffic to deal with 
on Sunday. 

Mark your calendars for Tuesday, December 17. It is the date when we will hold our annual Winter 
Blood Drive. The drive runs from 3 to 9 PM. This is the one donation we ask you to make, where 
there is no cash involved. Anyone above age 17 (16 with parental permission), in good health, and 
over 110 lbs is eligible. This is literally a life saving act and the Men's Club is looking to increase the 
number of donors over what we have done in the past. Contact Mike Greenblatt about donating or 
to help out on the day of the drive. 

The next program on the Men’s Club horizon is the 20
th
 annual World Wide Wrap. On Sunday    

February 2
nd

, aka the day of Super Bowl LIV, Shomrei Torah will join with Conservative shuls across 
the world in the mitzvah of tefillin.  Come to shul at 8:45am that day and wrap yourself up in the 
commandments. After services, we will all enjoy a breakfast with schmear “plus”. At the event, box 
pool participants will learn their “point pairs” which they can use when the game is played later that 
evening.  Last year, Scott Delman wound up with a “3, 3” point pair. He won both the 3

rd
 quarter and 

game, and took home $550. So, come lay tefillin in the morning and pray for a good point pair (sorry 
Rabbi, but football is football). 

We wish everyone a Hag Urim Sameah (Happy Chanukah).  Have some latkes and sufganyot and 
spin a dreidle or two.  

We look for you to join us this winter – and remember that Tu b’Shevat is only two months away, on 
February 10, 2020.  Spring can’t be far off. In Israel, that is. 

Mike, Moshe and the gang 
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JANUARY 
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Amazon will donate 0.5% of the 
price of your eligible  AmazonSmile 

purchases to         

Wayne Conservative Jewish            
Congregation whenever you shop 

on AmazonSmile. 

AmazonSmile is the same          
Amazon you know.  Same products, 

same prices, same service. 

Support your charitable organization 
by starting your shopping at: 

  smile.amazon.com 

Husband of Gloria Millan 

TZEDAKAH DONATIONS 

 

August 2019  

Dayton Foundation $180 

El Paso  Foundation: $180 

 

October 2019 

Museum of Jewish Heritage $180 

https://smile.amazon.com/
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SISTERHOOD GOLDEN CARDS 

IN HONOR OF 
 

HINDI & JEFF GOLDEN 

Dara’s Bat Mitzvah 

Synagogue Board & Affiliates 
 

BETH & ED JULIE 

Ben & Ayelet’s Recent Marriage 

Rhita & Steve Gastwirth 

Marsha & Paul Greenberg 
 

RUTH KREGER 

Birth of a Grandson 

Marsha & Paul Greenberg 

Sue & Harvey Nagler 
 

LISA & DANIEL SCHWARZ 

B’nai Mitzvah of Faryah & Aaron 

Sue & Barry Mirsky 

Elaine & Sy Schlossberg 
 

ALICE SPIRA 

Happy Birthday! 

Shelly Foster 
 

MARISSA & ROBERT SMITH 

Marley’s Bat Mitzvah 

Elaine & Sy Schlossberg 

Sue & Barry Mirsky 
 

HERB KREGER 

Birth of a Grandson 

Sue & Harvey Nagler 
 

JUDY & LARRY BERLIN 

Birth of a Grandson 

Jill & Steve Landau 
 

DORIS & MICHAEL DOCTOR 

Grandson’s Bar Mitzvah 

Terri & Oscar Reicher 
 

ALAN ELKIN 

Induction into Media & Broadcasting                        

Hall of Fame 

Stephanie & Richard Whitman 
 

SISTERHOOD  GOLDEN CARDS 

IN MEMORY OF 
 

ADA PARNESS 

Mother of Michael Parness 

Synagogue Board & Affiliates 

Elaine & Sy Schlossberg 
 

MOTHER OF ELAINE BLAFER 

Harryet & Stuart Ehrlich 
 

HUSBAND OF SUSAN GOLDBERG 

Roz & George Hirschberg 
 

DAUGHTER OF BRENDA & SAUL KALT 

Roz & Ed Seradzky 

COUSIN OF BARBARA SCOTT 

Laura & Marty Siegel 
 

HUSBAND OF BARBARA ROCKOFF 

Roz & George Hirschberg 
 

WILLIE MINELLA 

Elaine & Sy Schlossberg 
 

SISTERHOOD GOLDEN CARDS 

A SPEEDY RECOVERY 
 

BARRY BERGER 

Sue & Harvey Nagler 

Laura & Marty Siegel 

Gerda & Ben Weltman 

Carol & Harold Willner 
 

BLAFER FAMILY 

Wishing Everyone Good Health 

Harryet & Stuart Ehrlich 
 

PAUL GREENBERG 

Iris & Gene Fisher 
 

SIDNEY LICHTER 

Maxine & Barry Berger 

 

HARVEY MILLER 

Rhita & Steve Gastwirth 

Elaine & Sy Schlossberg 
 

SISTERHOOD GIFT FUND 

IN MEMORY OF 
 

MOTHER OF CARY HIRSCH 

Stephanie & Richard Whitman 

ARTHUR GABA 

Father-in-law of Linda Gaba 
 

STEPHEN GOLDEN 

Father of Jeffrey Golden 
 

RUBIN GOTTLIEB 

Father of Leon Gottlieb 
 

ROSE LAKIND 

Mother of Alvin Lakind 
 

RUTH & SOL LEVANDOV 

Parents of Sonia Seidman 
 

DAVID LEWIN 

Father of Shelley Lewin 
 

LARRY LIEBOWITZ 

Brother of Marsha Greenberg 
 

ADOLPH MILCHMAN 

Father of Barry Milchman 
 

ESTHER PHELAN 

Mother of Paul Greenberg 
 

BENJAMIN REISBERG 

Grandfather of Elaine Schlossberg 

 

SIDNEY ROSENTHAL 

Father of Carol Ramer 
 

IRVING SEIDMAN 

Father of Bruce Seidman 
 

SYLVIA SEIDMAN 

Mother of Bruce Seidman 
 

SALLY SOLOMON 

Mother of Leon Solomon 
 

IRVING TRASTER 

Father of Larry Traster 
 

PETER WHITMORE 

Husband of Esther Whitmore 

 

YIZKOR 
 

Marilyn & Michael Jeshion 

Gerald LeRoy 

Marlene & Paul Klein 
 

 

YAHRZEIT FUND 

 

HARRY ADLERSTEIN 

Father of Annette Baron Lieb 
 

ALLAN BERGER 

Brother of Barry Berger 
 

MORRIS BLAIFEDER 

Father of Len Blaifeder 
 

KATHERINE BODNAR 

Grandmother of Anita Skolnick 
 

ESTHER & JULES DUBER 

Parents of Shelley Foster 
 

ABRAHAM DYMANT 

Father of  Marlene Seidman 

 

SHELDON FERTIG 

Father of Howard Fertig 
 

MORRIS FOX 

Father of Ellen Bernstein   
 

BERNARD FRIEDMAN 

Father of Robyn Weiss 
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BUILDING RENOVATION FUND 

IN HONOR OF 

 

MARLEY SMITH 

Bat Mitzvah 

Beth & Ed Julie 
 

FARYAH & AARON SCHWARZ 

B’nai Mitzvah 

Beth & Ed Julie 
 

HOLOCAUST FUND 

IN HONOR OF 
 

ELLEN & STANLEY BERNSTEIN 

Kindness during the High Holidays 

Janet & Ian Staub 

 

GENERAL FUND 
 

Jacques Ohayon 

Avia Orland 
 

BARRY MIRSKY 

For a speedy recovery 

Rimma Markhasin 
 

BETH & ED JULIE 

Marriage of Ben & Ayelet 

Rimma Markhasim 

THE WIN PANTRY LADDER OF TZEDAKAH 
 

1.  The Wayne Interfaith Network Pantry is made up entirely of 
volunteers. Our most basic need is for non-perishable food 
(regular sizes, not super sizes) and other basic necessi-
ties.  Anyone who can set aside a little time to go shopping in 
a supermarket would  fulfill this primary goal.  From time to time 
Shomrei Torah sends out e-mails to the congregation with a list 
of needed items.  Your collection may be deposited in the WIN 
Collection Chest which sits in the lobby at the synagogue. If        
you buy major amounts of items, you can call me and arrange  
to meet me (or a Pantry worker) directly at the Pantry or syna-
gogue at a time of mutual convenience. Paper bags with          
handles, or paper in plastic are the most useful for transport. 
 

 2.  We also have financial needs. If you are unable or unwilling 
to shop, but would still like to help, there are two alternatives 
available: 
 

   a)  Make out a check payable to Shomrei Torah Sisterhood in 
the amount of $25, $50 or $100 and send it with a note to the 
office requesting it be turned into Scrip for WIN. Suzanne will 
take care of the rest. This makes money for Sisterhood, gives 
you a check as a receipt for a donation and eases the strain on 
WIN's budget for the Gift Cards which are given in small 
amounts to each client for the purchase of fresh foods.  At our 
discretion, small amounts of Scrip are also set aside for emer-
gency purchases on behalf of Shomrei Torah which are donated 
to the Pantry. 
 

    b) Make a check in any amount payable to the Wayne Inter-
faith Network, and send it to WIN, PO Box 3341, Wayne, NJ 
07474-3341.  Be sure you include your name and address. You 
will be sent an acknowledgement for your donation. WIN does 
not send solicitations, so you will not be bothered by further re-
quests. 

3.  Paper grocery bags with handles or paper in plastic are con-
stantly used throughout the year.  Rather than recycle with the 
town, please feel free to drop off your gently used bags, neatly 
folded, in the WIN Collection Chest. Plastic bags by themselves 
are not useful to the Pantry. 

4.  Other kinds of solicitations may also be planned throughout 
the year.  We hope that the congregation will continue to re-
spond generously. 

All donations are deeply appreciated!  We are currently servicing 
approximately 135  families.  
 

Betty Singer,  

Shomrei Torah Representative, Wayne Interfaith Network  

www.winfoodpantry.org 

 

http://www.winfoodpantry.org/
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  L’CHAIM  

        Celebrating Tradition, Embracing the Future! 


