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From the Beamer  

(yes, a spanking new 25 BMW Deluxe Sedan) 
 

   As initially reported in last month’s L’Chain, we have enjoyed great success with our attempt 

to re-institute animal sacrifice here at Shomrei Torah during regular holiday observance. The 

practice has brought back many members who feared our religious observances were becom-

ing watered down.  Consequently our new Homeland Security fenced in area, henceforward  

to be known as the corral, will be used as holding pen for sacrificial animals such as sheep  

and goats and, when they run out, puppies and kittens. 
 

      Wayne Township officials have been churlish in responding to assertion of First Amend-

ment rights to worship as we see fit. They say the keeping of these animals violates Township 

ordinances.  Insisting that the sacrifice of these animals is a legitimate religious practice and 

accessory to a house of worship, we will apply to the Township Board of Adjustment for a 

variance. All congregants are expected to attend the Board’s public meeting in support of     

our application. Meanwhile, if Township inspectors try to gain access to our sacrificial          

ceremonies, please do not open the door to let them in. 
 

   Unfortunately we also have received kvetches from neighbors across Hinchman Avenue, 

motivated by nothing more than rank anti-Semitism, that the animals are smelly and odor      

arising from the sacrifices is offensive. What, haven’t they ever been to a barbecue? 
 

   Now to address the yammerings of vegetarians, PETA members, assorted tree huggers and 

the otherwise faint of heart. Here at Shomrei Torah we “celebrate tradition,” right? This is one 

tradition we gave up on too soon. For many centuries animal sacrifice kept us on the good side 

of The Big Dude Upstairs. 
 

   And you’ll be glad to know, no animals were harmed during the writing of this notice for 

L’Chain. 

Garden Notes 
 

   With New Jersey on the threshold of legalizing recreational use of marijuana, your garden 

committee has decided to cash in. Why grow stinky ol’ tomatoes when weed is so much more 

valuable? Using our own home grown, gluten free marijuana will give new meaning to the 

term “High Holidays.” 
 

   We can also use it at every Saturday morning kiddush to prepare dishes like Acapulco Gold 

egg salad and Columbian Thunderclap horseradish. We won’t just stop with Alice B. Toklas 

brownies but mix it into dishes like holy high herring ‘mit cream sauce and onions. How about 

Gloria’s Glorious Magic Mushroom Medley? Kiddush regulars are going to like it so much 

they’ll hang around until Havdalah, fighting for a whiff of what’s in that spice box. 
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A Word from Our President   
 

   For those who felt 613 commandments were never enough, now comes good news. Archeologists from      

the Adelson Foundation and the Israel Institute recently discovered evidence of another 112 commandments 

on copper scrolls in caves overlooking Tel Aviv. That raises our total to 738, far more than any other religion. 

When it comes to commandments, we’re # 1. 
 

   For years biblical scholars had speculated, based on a close reading of already discovered texts, that there 

were additional rules which somehow had been lost over time.  Now their discovery sheds new light on         

traditional religious history and practice. 
 

   As an example, we now learn it is permissible to eat bagels on Passover (cinnamon raisin and poppy only), 

provided the bagels are boiled and then baked under close rabbinical scrutiny. The ancient Hebrew practice of 

polyandry permitted women to take several husbands at one time, provided all the men had no deformities, 

were free of blemishes and were of pleasing odor. 
 

   Ancient biblical history is also newly illuminated. It was well known that as the Jews wandered in the              

desert they were attacked in the territories they crossed by tribes such as the Hittites, Amorites, Parasites         

and Leucocytes. The Cellulites also launched scathing attacks, mostly against the elder daughters of Israel, 

who were forced to prostate themselves before the pagan vegan ruler Tofu, evil king of the Anthracites. 
 

   These texts illuminate critical moments in history such as, e.g., when he was walking down from the         

mountain with Isaac after the Ikea sale, Abraham said: “Son, thou shalt not breathe a word of this affair to 

mom, ok Ikey?” 
 

   A noted scribe composed the prayer Avinu Volcano in 456 B.C.E. to commemorate the opening of trout  

season on the Jordan River. Somehow over the centuries volcano morphed into malkenu. 
 

   The Adelson researchers discovered that gaming was rampant among the Hebrews prior to 586 B.C.E., and 

it was quite common to bet on camel races through the desert. 
 

   Noah is reported to have shouted to his wife, “Stop nagging, ok, there’s not a cloud in the sky and I’m not 

taking an umbrella.” 
 

   Esther was running second in the Shushan Beauty Pageant until the swim suit competition. Additional histo-

ries are still being developed. 

Men’s Club News 
 

   The Men’s Club has designated its Man of the Year to be presented with an award in Springfield at the     

annual Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs meeting. The newest honoree is Mahmoud Abbas, also known as 

Abu Mazen, for his unrelenting efforts to bring peace to the Middle East. When notified of his winning, Mr. 

Abbas said “The blood of the martyrs cries out for vengeance against the infidels and Crusader sons of pigs 

and monkeys…. [ A soto voce aside: Oops, hold on, sorry wrong speech. Here we go]. We will work tirelessly 

with our Hebrew brethren from the Zionist entity for the creation of a ….etc.” 
 

   And why does Mr. Abbas get to have two really cool names when most of the rest of us are stuck with              

just one? Maybe synagogue officers also could adopt a nom de guerre which they could use to promote          

controversial projects, like a dues increase, and yet maintain credible deniability that they had nothing to do 

with the increase. 
 

   (Food and drink at the Men’s Club ceremony will feature our own home brewed etrogcello and beer from 

hops raised in our own synagogue garden.) 
 

    In time for World Wide Wrap 2020, here’s the latest in tefilin. The new models, like the Jerusalem 2020, 

include a lamp in the headpiece (“shel rosh”) for those who daven early on the cold, dark winter mornings. 

And for the religious-guy-on- the-go, we stock a head piece with a built-in GoPro camera, great for use during 

cliff diving. Some of the new arm pieces even include a snake bite kit (who knew?). Caution: the black leather 

straps, no matter how great the temptation, are to be used ONLY for religious purposes. 
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SISTERHOOD 
 

   Sisterhood announces the date of its annual pool party as May 12. But unlike last year, when 

the Wayne Police Department had to be called to restore order, no raucous behavior will be 

tolerated at this year’s event. Several hundred dollars of damage was done when Sisterhood 

members began throwing patio furniture into the pool. Three members had to spend the night 

drying out in the Wayne Township lockup until their husbands (reluctantly) bailed them out. 
 

   One Wayne policeman, Seamus O’Reilly, said he never saw so much treyf consumed at one 

time. “They were serving dairy with fleishich; they had buried a roast pig luau style, and the 

cocoanut deep fried shrimp caught fire.  “I don’t know what got into these women,” O’Reilly 

continued, they were acting like biker chicks. Somebody must have spiked the punch. 
 

   For the first time the Sisterhood also will co-sponsor a dancing mixer with our Men’s Club, 

although close dancing will not be permitted. The group has lined up a D.J. Meschuganah 

Methusaleh, who will spin such favorites as “Hubba Hubba Ding Ding Baby You’ve Got      

Everything,” “Does Your Chewin’ Gum Lose its Flavor  on the Bedpost Overnight, If Your 

Mother Says Don’t Chew It Do You Swallow It in Spite” and the spiritual “Joshua Fit The  

Battle of Jericho.” To help enforce the prohibition against close dancing, the Sisterhood has 

hired a group of retired nuns armed with yardsticks who trained with the CYO and insisted 

that when dancing together, you always leave room for the angel. But one wise observer noted 

that with this group, there isn’t going to be too much close dancing. 
 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL NOTES 
 

    Religious school parents, we have heard your concerns and are ready to respond. We are 

creating a new schedule for your children called the zero option track. Kids will be required   

to attend class ZERO times per week. For these lucky youngsters boring Hebrew classes will 

never again interfere with more essential activities like soccer, tennis and play dates. 
 

   But wait, you ask, will kids who complete this program be capable of reciting a Haftorah at 

their Bnai Mitzvah? The answer: we’ve made a series of recordings to which the kids can lip 

synch on the big day. And the tapes are made by famous stars, Eminem for the boys, Beyonce 

for the girls. So parents can tell out-of-town relatives that they hired Eminem and  Beyonce to 

entertain on the big weekend. 
 

   Because the zero track option is expected to be popular, we’ve come up with a new tuition 

schedule; 

Three classes a week ……………………………….. $395 per semester 

Two classes a week ………………………………… $495 per semester 

No classes a week …………………………………. $1,900 per semester 

[If the zero option track is a success in the religious school, we may also try it with High  

Holiday services. Guaranteed eternal salvation; no appearance required. What a deal!] 
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FROM THE BIMA 
Rabbi Randall Mark 

 

 

In adult education, we have been engaged in a program called “Makhloket Matters.”      

A makhloket is a rabbinic dispute. We have been having them for centuries and for           

the most part we do them well. We study, we debate, we argue, we contemplate and 

sometimes we convince the other of the validity of our position and sometimes we are 

convinced that we were wrong and sometimes it remains unsolved to which the rabbis 

reply, “Teku” which means let it stand.  Some say that it is an acronym for the            

Hebrew phrase meaning Elijah, the Tishbite, will resolve all difficulties and inquires.  

This is because Elijah is the prophet who never died. He was taken to heaven alive in a 

whirlwind (II Kings 2) and has spent eternity studying with God, so he should know the 

answers to all the inquiries we cannot resolve.  Elijah, when he finally comes, is going 

to be a very busy fellow. 

 

In Pirkei Avot we learn that there are two types of makhloket, one for the sake of 

heaven and one that is not. Their example of bad makhloket is between the biblical  

character Korah and Moses. The two men were cousins and Korah challenged Moses 

leadership which the rabbis saw as for personal gain, not for the benefit of the people. 

So a dispute that is destructive in nature is not good, but a dispute for the sake of heaven 

is good. Their example of a good makhloket is the disputes between the famous rabbinic 

characters Hillel and Shammai, two great teachers whose disciples constantly disagreed 

with one another. However, they did so in a way that preserved the relationship with the 

goal of uncovering the truth of God’s will. 

 

Throughout the Talmud there are hundreds of disputes all done in a constructive way, 

which is not to say that it always worked. We are told that once on the 9th of Adar the 

disputes between the schools of Hillel and Shammai escalated to the point of violence 

and many were killed, but it seems to be the exception to the normal process of rabbinic 

disputes. 

 

Today we live in a world where people do not disagree constructively very often.               

Arguments easily escalate with anger and differing political positions are seen as        

irreconcilable hostile camps. We need to regain the ability to disagree constructively, to 

learn from those who see the world differently.  Purim is coming soon. This is when we 

turn everything upside down, so let’s do it with our anger as well. The rabbis teach, “Be 

happy it’s Adar, Purim is coming.” Let’s all work on being happier and getting along 

with others. 
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A Word from our President 

Barry Blecherman 

 

Hi everyone – here’s hoping that by the time you’re all reading this the weather is                                        

warmer and spring has arrived. 
 

The big news from the leadership of Shomrei Torah is actually from the membership of Shomrei Torah.        

By an overwhelming majority of those who came out to the special congregational meeting on January 28th,   

a motion was passed allowing our Board of Trustees to open our religious school to children in families that 

are not  members of Shomrei Torah. Given that the Board has already expressed a desire to do this, it is likely 

that a proposal to make this happen will have passed between the time when I’m writing this and the day that 

this L’Chaim is distributed. So for the rest of you who couldn’t come to the meeting: why is this happening 

and why is it a good thing? 
 

As our tagline says, we at ST respect tradition and embrace change. This is a tough balance to strike; it is    

almost self-contradictory. Tradition and change can be polar opposites. When the world around us is not 

changing this is not a challenge – we keep doing things the way we do them. This motto makes us stop and 

think when the world (Wayne, Judaism, Israel, New Jersey, the USA, etc.) shifts and makes us choose between 

what we’ve “always done in the past” and something new. 
 

Liberal Judaism in the diaspora has changed. By “liberal,” I mean people like us who deeply value our faith  

and also are firmly established in the secular world. When I was a kid in the 1960s families joined synagogues. 

The only question that my parents and our Jewish neighbors needed to answer for themselves  was whether 

their synagogue would be Conservative, Orthodox, or Reform. Those days are gone. Being nostalgic about that 

simple time in the past makes me smile but we cannot move forward while daydreaming. Study after study, 

across all religions in the US, has shown that young adults today are not “joiners.”  This is not good or bad – 

this is simply something that is. Young singles, couples, and parents participate with enthusiasm in events and 

causes that are important to them. They donate their effort and their money. The things that get supported are 

ideals that motivate and not necessarily the organizations that promote these ideals. 
 

The traditional model that we have followed is: 1. People join Shomrei Torah, then 2. People become involved 

in Shomrei Torah. Chabad has grown around the world in recent years because they have seen how young 

adults choose their causes: 1. People become involved in a cause, then 2. People join the organization behind 

the cause. Chabad makes things welcoming and makes participation easy for newcomers. We have always 

said, “Join our congregation! Pay dues! You’ll see – it is worth it!” Chabad has said, “Come see that we are 

worth your time! Later you can contribute financially to what we do that you support.” They are in tune with 

the times. It is time for us to change our approach and we have taken our first steps. We are going to go          

forward with this with much fanfare. If you like getting involved with promotion and social media please  

reach out to me – help this change go viral. 
 

L’Shalom, 

Barry 

Barry.Blecherman@nyu.edu 

973.865.6358 (cell) 

mailto:Barry.Blecherman@nyu.edu
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MATT NOVER 
DIRECTOR OF CONGREGATIONAL LEARNING 
 

”¡uɹɐǝl puɐ ob“ :ʎɐs sıqqɐɹ ɹno sɐ os 

 

˙ʇı ɟo ǝʞɐɯ noʎ ʇɐɥʍ uı ןןɐ s’ʇı ˙sn ɟo ןןɐ oʇ ɹɐǝp sı ʇɐɥʇ uoıʇıpɐɹʇ pǝɹɐɥs ɐ ɹo 'buıʇɐǝdǝɹ 
ʎɹoʇsıɥ ɟo suɹǝʇʇɐd 'ɹǝʍoןɟ ɐ ɟo ǝɹnʇɔnɹʇs ǝɥʇ uı ɥʇɐɯ ǝǝs uɐɔ noʎ ˙buıɥʇʎɹǝʌǝ ǝsn puɐ 
ǝǝs noʎ ǝɹoɯ ǝɥʇ 'uɹɐǝ ןnoʎ ǝɹoɯ ǝɥʇ ˙ɯǝɥʇ uɹɐǝ ן:noʎ ǝbɐɹnoɔuǝ ı ʇnq ˙ǝpısɐ ןןɐ 

ɯǝɥʇ ssoʇ oʇ ʎsɐǝ s’ʇı ¿ǝɔuǝıɔs 'ʎɹoʇsıɥ ɥsıʍǝ ظ'ɐɹqǝbןɐ ǝsn ɹǝʌǝ ǝʍ ןןıʍ uǝɥʍ ¿sbuıɥʇ ǝsǝɥʇ ǝsn 
ǝʍ ןןıʍ uǝɥʍ 'ʞsɐ uǝʇɟo ǝʍ ˙uoıʇɐɔnpǝ ɟo ǝnɹʇ sı ǝɯɐs ǝɥʇ 
 

˙sǝʌı ןɹno uı pob ɟo ǝɔuǝnןɟuı ǝɥʇ ʍoɥs ɥɔıɥʍ sʇuǝɯoɯ ǝןʇʇı ןǝsǝɥʇ s’ʇı ʇɐɥʇ ǝʌǝıןǝq oʇ ǝʞı ןı ʇnq 
˙ǝɔuǝpıɔuıoɔ ɐ ʇsn ظs’ʇı 'ǝsɹnoɔ ɟo 'sǝɯıʇǝɯos ˙ǝɹnʇnɟ ǝɥʇ uı ssǝuıddɐɥ oʇ buıpɐǝ ןǝɯıʇ ǝɥʇ ʇɐ ןnɟuıɐd 
pǝɯǝǝs ʇɐɥʇ ǝɔıoɥɔ ɐ ˙ן ɐɯɹou uɐɥʇ ɹǝʇɐ ןsǝʇnuıɯ ʍǝɟ ɐ ʇɟǝ ןnoʎ ǝsnɐɔǝq pǝuǝddɐɥ ʇɐɥʇ buıʇǝǝɯ 
ǝɔuɐɥɔ ɐ sdɐɥɹǝd ˙buıɥʇǝɯos ɟo ǝɔuǝsǝɹd ǝɥʇ ǝǝs ʇɥbıɯ ǝʍ 'sǝʌı ןɹno ʇɐ ʞɔɐq ʞoo ןǝʍ uǝɥʍ 'ʇǝʎ 
puɐ ˙pob ǝǝs oʇ pɹɐɥ ǝq uɐɔ ʇı ¿ʎɐpoʇ sn ɹoɟ ʇɐɥʇ sı ǝnɹʇ ʍoɥ 

 

˙ʎɹoʇsıɥ ɟo ǝsɹnoɔ ǝɥʇ sǝbuɐɥɔ ɥɔıɥʍ ʇuǝɯoɯ ןɐʇoʌıd ɐ ʇɐ sǝɯoɔ ǝɔuǝɹɹnɔɔo sʇı 'ʇǝʎ ˙ʎɹoʇs ǝɥʇ uı 
pob ɟo suoıʇɔɐ ǝɥʇ ʍoɥs ǝʍ ǝɹɐ ɥɐןןıbǝɯ ǝɥʇ ɟo buıʇuɐɥɔ ǝɥʇ uı ǝbuɐɥɔ ʇɥbıןs ɐ ʎq ʎןuo puɐ 'uǝppıɥ 
ʇnq ʇuǝsǝɹd sı pob ʇɐɥʇ spןoɥ uoıʇıpɐɹʇ ˙ʎɹoʇs ɯıɹnd ǝɥʇ uıɥʇıʍ sɹɐǝddɐ ɹǝʌǝu pob 'ǝsɹnoɔ ɟo puɐ 'ooq 
oʇ ǝɔıʌɹǝs ǝɥʇ ʇdnɹɹǝʇuı ǝʍ 'sǝɔɐɟ ɹno ǝpıɥ ǝʍ ˙suoıʇɐʇɔǝdxǝ ɟo ǝʇısoddo ǝɥʇ sı buıɥʇʎɹǝʌǝ ǝɹǝɥʍ 
ʎɐpıןoɥ ǝɥʇ sı ɯıɹnd 

 

 

CHALLAH MAKING 

Sunday, February 24, 2019 
 

Thank you Sarah Blecherman! 
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Happy Adar from the Men's Club! Even though many of our snowbirds have gone south, the Men's 
Club has not been in hibernation.  
 

George Hirschberg, Alan Trachtenberg and especially our honorary office club member, Suzanne 
Zofi, deserve a tremendous thanks for running another successful Super Bowl Box Pool. All boxes 
were sold out well in advance and we even had to turn away others after all 100 boxes were filled 
up. 
 

The winners this year were Barry Blecherman, Len Tobias and Scott Delman. Barry claimed that he 
had won the pool even before the game started, because he had the 0,0 point combo He won the 
first quarter. Before the game, Scott Delman asked to be reminded about the quarter payouts ($150, 
$200, $150, $400). He had the 3,3 point combo. So after the third quarter, with the game score tied 
at 3-3, he emailed to thank us for his win. About a half hour later, after the last ditch Rams failed field 
goal attempt, the game ended at 13-3. Scott won the final game score too. He called again to thank 
us VERY much! 
 

The morning of Super Bowl Sunday, Shomrei Torah ran its 18th annual World Wide Wrap. Barry  
was present at minyan, and reminded us all about how 18 is a lucky number. What did HE know 
about the fix being in? We had 30 wrappers at the Wrap, which included the world's largest tefillin. 
Here are two pictures. Somebody said that they were too big for even Howard Fertig. Ba-dump-
bump. 
 

After the Wrap, a nice breakfast was served by Gloria Millan (THANK YOU GLORIA). Rabbi Mark 
gave a talk on the mystical shin which is on every "Shel Rosh", the tefilla worn on the head. It has 
four prongs, corresponding to our four imahot: Sarah, Rivkah, Rachel v' Leah. The four prongs are 
also reminders of the four compartments of the Shel Rosh, which contain four verses from Torah. 
The same bayit also includes a regular three-prong shin, corresponding to (can you guess)? The 
combination of seven is also an important number in Judaism.   
 

Next up on the Men's Club calendar is a party in Adar that kids love to attend, dressed in costumes. 
No, it's not Halloween. Yes, it is PURIM, time for hamentaschen, carnivals and megillah readings. 
The Purim Carnival date this year is Sunday March 17. As always, our Purim Carnival King is Rob 
Baron. Mike Green and the crew will be serving hot dogs, knishes and more. It is great to see every-
one having fun.  

 

Last but not least, if you have not  yet joined the Men's Club,            
remember to pay your $36 with next months synagogue statement.        
If you want to get into the exclusive Kiddush Club, it's only $18 more 
for your very own personal Shomrei shot glass! 
 

Enjoy Adar. You have two chances this leap year.  
 

- Moshe Aryeh  and the gang 
 
 

 

 

 

MEN’S CLUB NEWS 
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My name is Maya Delman and I will be called to the Torah on March 2nd. I am 
a 7

th
 grader at Hasbrouck Heights Middle School. I like to ski, swim, and do static 

trapeze.  During the summer I like to go to Camp Wesmont, in Pennsylvania, where  
I enjoy trapeze, swimming, and cooking. 

 
My Torah portion is Vayakel, in the book of Exodus. One of the main themes  is 

that Moses gathered all of the people of Israel and commanded them to keep the 
Sabbath, which means they have to rest on the seventh day. 

 
         I would like to thank Meredith and Daddy for helping me practice for my Bat 
Mitzvah. I would also like to thank Spencer and Chase for being the best brothers 
ever. I want thank Rabbi Mark and all the teachers for teaching me Hebrew. I would 
like to thank Morah Beth for being so incredibly patient with me. 

BAT MITZVAH OF  
MAYA DELMAN 
MARCH 2, 2019 
25 Adar I 5779 

 

Parashat Vayakhel 

If you’re now reading this little box, it’s probably 

because you rely on L’Chaim for important news 

about what is happening in your  synagogue. But 

how about helping us provide this news.  L’Chaim 

needs volunteers who can help us put together        

features, such as Volunteer of the Month, New        

Members and other interesting aspects of life at 

Shomrei Torah. Writing about these issues will give insight into the people and events that 

make our synagogue the great place that it is. Just call the office (973) 696 2500 and tell us 

you’d like to help. 
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VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH 

IVAN GERSTEIN 
 

Tell us about your background, where you come from, where you have lived, 
when you joined ST and why?  
I was born and raised in Baltimore, MD.  Deciding that I was a “big city kid at 
heart”, I picked up and moved to NYC when I was 24.  After 11+ years living it 
up in the city, phase of life changed (i.e. marriage with baby on the way) and 
off to the burbs we went.  First West Orange for four years and then settling 
for good in Wayne in 2011. 
 
Having been brought up in an orthodox shul, (not because we were orthodox 
but more because it was 4 blocks from our house), and since my wife Stacy   

did not grow up affiliated with a synagogue, the shul decision was mine to make.  The comfort I felt at the 
Shomrei services made it a fairly easy decision.  When we attended the High Holiday services as prospective 
members, the clincher was seeing the students called to the Torah and reading so fluently. 
 
Education, where you went to school, what you studied, 
I received my Bachelor of Science (B.S.) degree in Accounting from University of Maryland and my M.B.A. in 
Finance and Marketing from New York University. 
 
Present job or business/hobbies, what do you like to do in your spare time? 
I work at BMO Capital Markets as a Director of Trade Floor Supervision in NY. 
Spare time seems to be a limited luxury.  When it comes, I try to do activities with the family, such as jumping 
houses, bowling, hiking, ice skating or miniature golf.  And I’m still a big fan of nap time, which is not over-
rated.  I’m not sure why that has to officially end after kindergarten. 
 
Family 
Wife – Stacy (12 years).  As cliché as it sounds, we met at a wedding.  She was in the bridal party and I was in 
the groom’s party.  Ironically, she was a girl from NJ living in Bethesda, MD, and I was a Baltimore, MD guy 
living in NY.  Fortunately for me, I brought her home. 
 

Daughters – Maya (11) and Jocelyn (8) 
 
Who influenced you the most in your life? Explain 
Might sound like an obvious answer but, growing up, no one was more influential than my parents, and now 
it's my wife.  Looking in the rear-view mirror I find myself turning into my father (Stacy’s in trouble).  But his 
strong work ethic and fiscal conservatism framed a part of my character.  And today, Stacy’s “cup is ½ full” 
mentality, where everything has a silver lining, continuously pushes my “cup is ½ empty” self to be a better 
person.  Every day, I learn from her attitude on life and am better off for meeting and marrying such a         
positive person. 
 
Tell us about your participation in Shomrei Torah 
I definitely feel part of the Shomrei community and participate when I can.  This is my second 2-year term on 
the Board of Trustees, with a stint on the Executive Board as Treasurer in the middle.  But I also try to lend a 
hand throughout the year at various events and shul activities, such as setting up the sukkah, setting up for 
high holidays, assisting with the garden, and everything else the Rabbi guilts me into.      
            Con’t on page 12 
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What do you envision in the future for Shomrei Torah and what part could you play in those changes/
improvements? 
Change is inevitable.  But with a strong sense of the shul’s history and Jewish values, along with an open-
minded approach to changing times and changing demographics, I’m optimistic we’ll be flexible and embrace 
the future with compromise and continuity , which is why people chose Shomrei in the first place. 
 
As a member of the shul’s leadership, I continue to believe and express these sentiments.  I strive to be a 
voice-of-reason as we discuss, debate, and ultimately make difficult decisions on the future of Shomrei.  
Without a crystal ball, none of us knows how it will play out.  But rest-assured, I’m vested and will be part    
of the conversation. 
  
In my relatively short tenure at Shomrei, I’ve already made some great friends and know this is where my 
family belongs.  Ever since I donned that Bon Jovi wig and leopard, skin-tight 80’s pants in the Purim schpiel,  
I knew I felt comfortable in this place and with this community.   
 
Define what being Jewish means to you.  
For me, being Jewish is a combination of the rituals, a sense of religious belonging as a way of life, and a faith 
that’s difficult to describe in words.  It encompasses family traditions and values and an engagement in the 
Jewish community, whatever shape that may take and with whatever frequency you’re comfortable.  I feel 
strongly that everyone’s level of religiosity is a personal decision and I would never push my approach and 
beliefs on anyone else. Some of it just can’t be explained, like the taste for gefilte fish or strong desire for a 
bagel and schmear every Sunday. 
 
Anything else about yourself that you would like to share with the congregation, perhaps something that 
will surprise them! 
When I was 13, I was on a neighborhood breakdancing team that took a vinyl mat to other streets for dance 
battles. 
 
I guess I’m like a mullet, “Business in the front, party in the back” 
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A Belated Happy Birthday greeting to Bernice Kremins on January 16th! 
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Shomrei Torah Annual Gala 

Honoring 

CINDY MERKER 
 

Saturday, February 23, 2019 
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CUBA TRIP INFO MEETING—APRIL 11th following Minyan at 8pm. 
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Husband of Gloria Millan 

973-706-7039  

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the 
price of your eligible  AmazonSmile 

purchases to         

Wayne Conservative Jewish            
Congregation whenever you shop 

on AmazonSmile. 

AmazonSmile is the same          
Amazon you know.  Same products, 

same prices, same service. 

Support your charitable organization 
by starting your shopping at: 

  smile.amazon.com 

https://smile.amazon.com/


 

30  

YAHRZEIT FUND 

 

EVA BALDERMAN 

Mother of Monique Wasserstrum 
 

HARRY BRAUNSTEIN 

Lee Rothenberg 
 

LEON BRAZER 

Father of Robert Brazer 
 

ROSE FEIER 

Great Grandmother of Eric Weis 
 

GEORGE FISHER 

Uncle of Eric Weis 
 

RUTH GREEN 

Sister of Edward Grosser 
 

LOUIS GROSSER 

Father of  Edward Grosser 
 

WILLIAM KRONICK 

Father of Rhoda Fishler 
 

NORMAN KURITSKY 

Father of Gail Kwiat 
 

NATHAN MARKOWITZ 

Father of Cheryl Hayet 
 

JACOB MARKS 

Father of Marilyn Rubin 
 

P.F.C. SOLOMON D. MOSNER 

Friend of Martin Siegel 
 

DAVID MILLER 

Fsther of Harvey Miller 
 

ESTELLE & BERNARD OLINER 

Parents of Andrea Manfredonia 
 

MORRIS ROCHMAN 

Grandfather of Diane Seltzer 
 

LOUIS RUBIN 

Father of Michael Rubin 
 

SAMUEL RUBINSTEIN 

Husband of Ellen Rubinstein 
 

LENORE SACHS 

Aunt of Fern Weis 
 

REGINA SHEYDWASSER 

Mother of Frank Sheydwasser 
 

ABRAHAM SIEGEL 

Grandfather of Martin Siegel 
 

BARNEY SIEGEL 

Father of Martin Siegel 

SISTERHOOD GOLDEN CARDS 

IN HONOR OF 
 

DR. & MRS MARC HERBERT 

Granddaughter’s Birth 

Maxine & Barry Berger 
 
 

SISTERHOOD GOLDEN CARDS 

IN MEMORY OF 

 

BERT LEVITT 

Father of Jesse Levitt 

Jill & Steve Landau 
 

SEYMOUR  

Father of Leslie Klein 

Terri & Oscar Reicher 

 

SISTERHOOD GOLDEN CARDS 

FOR A SPEEDY RECOVERY 
 

MARC FISHERMAN 

Jill & Steve Landau 

 

GENERAL FUND 

IN MEMORY OF 

 

PETER WHITMORE 

Robert Helperin 
 

SEYMOUR ROSENBLUM 

Father of Richard Rosenblum 

Neil Rock 
 

GENERAL FUND 

IN HONOR OF 
 

MAXINE & BARRY BERGER 

Granddaughter’s Bat Mitzvah 

Arthur Adler 

 

HOLOCAUST FUND 

IN MEMORY OF 
 

JUDITH ZATONY VAUGHAN 

Mother of Susan Haubenstock 

Marlene & Robert Korngold 
 

BUILDING FUND 

IN HONOR OF 
 

MAYA DELMAN 

On her Bat Mitzvah 

Beth & Ed Julie 

 

MAXINE & BARRY BERGER 

Granddaughter’s Bat Mitzvah 

Beth & Ed Julie 

 

 

 

LILLIAN KAPLAN SMITH 

Aunt of Carole Rittenberg 
 

BETTY WEIS 

Great Aunt of Eric Weis 
 

JEROME WEIS 

Grandfather of Eric Weis 
 

HERMAN ZITCER 

Father of Marc Zitcer 
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