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Many people think of Purim as a holiday for children since we wear
costumes and do a carnival each year. But the story of Purim is a
serious one for adults – it is yet another Biblical story about survival
with enemies who seek our demise. There are deeper levels as well –
the wearing of masks isn’t just part of one’s costume. When reading
the Megillah of Esther, we see that she wears a mask in public hiding
her Jewishness from the king she marries and everyone else; how
many of us hid behind masks? Do we publically demonstrate our
Judaism out in the world, when at work? How many of us wear a
kippah outside of the synagogue? Do we wear Jewish jewelry? Do we
take off work for Jewish holidays? Or going the other way, how many
of us hide our Jewishness when at work or out in the world in general?
The mitzvot of Purim are required of adults. We bring our children
along with us as we do them. The four mitzvot are: 1. Hear the reading of the Megillah 2. Give Mishloach Manot, Purim gifts or baskets
3. Matanot L’evyonim, special Purim tzedakah 4. Have a Purim Seuda,
Festive Meal in honor of the holiday in the afternoon/evening.
So be sure to join us Wed. night, Feb. 28 for the Megillah reading and
then on Thurs., March 1st for all four mitzvot!
Wishing you a Happy Purim!

Words From Our President
Roberta Ort
We are creatures of habit. Our daily routines often force us into repeating the same actions day in
and day out. Wake up, shower, get dressed for work, COFFEE, commute, engage in our job,
COFFEE, accomplish the task at hand, grab a bite for lunch, finish out the day, COFFEE, commute
back home, sit down to dinner and conversation and perhaps watch some TV or do some light chores
in the house. Last step, we go to bed and then start the cycle all over again the next day. The best
part of that, other than the COFFEE (clearly I’m an addict), is looking forward to the weekend.
The prospect of the weekend helps me get through the week. Weekend fun means getting together
with friends, maybe going to see a movie, going on a hike, or going to an event in the city. The
novelty is that the weekends are different, less structured, and certainly less stressful (except when
I’m trying to meet the deadline for completing my L’Chaim article!)
But would the weekend be the same for me if it weren’t breaking the monotony of my work week?
I need my routines in order to appreciate breaking out of them. And there’s comfort in routine.
I know what to expect – daily traffic, dealing with sometimes not-so-pleasant clients, and the good
stuff, like COFFEE, coworker camaraderie, and delicious empanadas for lunch. Routines help shape
who we are, often granting us great memories like tailgating at the football game, celebrating special
accomplishments at the same neighborhood ice-cream shop, or going to the circus every spring. But
what happens when that ice cream shop that has been there for 50 years shuts down? We’re thrown
off course but we certainly don’t stop celebrating. We search around for another great spot, begin
new traditions and talk about the old ones to keep them alive. And in our search for something new,
we might find something even better. The new spot doesn’t replace the old but rather it adds another
level to our collection of experiences.
We’ve recently been thrown a bit off course by our synagogue renovation. We’ve moved things,
changed things, added things and temporarily altered our routine. In the process, however, we’ve
been able to enhance our synagogue and accentuate the beauty of our building while maintaining
our sacred space. For example, the Tree of Life in the lobby is now so much more prominent with the
beautiful framing around it. I am excited to soon reveal our beautifully refurbished social hall and
sanctuary. And while we will have a fresh, new look with different lighting, different color fabrics,
and new walls and ceilings, I assure you that the essence of Shomrei Torah will remain the same.
Our traditions and routines will continue and we will add to our memories as we continue to engage
together in our community. I look forward to celebrating with all of you in our wonderful newly
renovated building at our annual gala – one of our most long-standing traditions – on March 3rd when
we honor Jodi and Bernie Kashmann.
Until then…..enjoy your routines, your COFFEE, and especially your weekends!
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Don’t Miss Out on a GREAT Evening!!!
Return your RSVP cards TODAY!

AD JOURNAL DEADLINE
FEBRUARY 16th
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CONGREGATIONAL LEARNING
Judith Kuper Jaffe
Director of Congregational Learning

From the time we are born, our identities begin to evolve. In certain instances however, our
identities become fixed over time, especially as they are formed in relationships. “She’s the
smart one,” we think to ourselves. “He’s the one good at sports.” “She’s the perfect one.”
Purim is the time on the Jewish calendar to play with identities. We wear masks and costumes
and raucously celebrate the story of Esther and Mordechai, where everyone becomes their opposite. It is a wonderful tale of where a young girl, who, by overcoming her fear of rejection,
or punishment, becomes a queen, saves the Jewish people with the help of her cousin Mordechai, and becomes the hero. Purim is a tale that mixes humor and solemnity, danger, and
drunkenness.
While Purim is a holiday of pure fun and too often geared for the children, it holds more serious themes which underlie all the celebration. Themes of having courage in the face of potential annihilation and changing one’s identity are some of the more serious ideas underlying
a holiday that is perfectly made for the imagination of children. The holiday reminds us that
whoever we think we are, we can change, especially in the service of a higher purpose, like
helping other people. Purim can offer a robust discussion between adults and teenagers about
the way we sometimes change our identity or “mask” depending on the social situation.
Kitah Gimmel will help lead Friday night services on Feb 2nd when they receive their beautiful Siddur, decorated by their families. Please plan to attend and RSVP for the Shabbat dinner.
The Religious School will be baking hamantaschen the week of Feb 4. Please check details in
your Shalom Shomrei weekly for times.
I will be traveling to Israel with the Conservative Jewish Educators for their annual conference
from Feb 11 – 19. There will be no religious school on Sun, Feb 18.

Shomrei Torah’s youngest
celebrate Tu B’Shevat
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Before we know it, Purim will be
here. This year it arrives on March
1st (very early). Join our Annual
Purim Box Fundraiser and fulfill the
mitzvah of providing Mishloach
Manot to each Shomrei Torah family
in Wayne. This year we will deliver
Purim boxes on February 25 to Wayne congregants. Out of town members may pick theirs up at the synagogue
that day or make other arrangements. All we need now is YOU! With a $54 donation, your name will appear
on the greeting card that will be inside each festive box. All others will receive a package of six delicious
hamantashen. Additionally, for $12 apiece, you can share the joy of Purim with family, friends and neighbors.
We will happily deliver the boxes to Wayne residents or your home at no additional cost. Orders must be
received by Friday, February 16. Please send back the flyer in this publication and help make this Purim
fundraiser successful.
Mishloach Manot is a team effort. Come down to the Synagogue Tuesday, February 20th at 7pm for bagging
and Thursday, February 22 at 7pm for assembly. Most important and the most fun is delivering the baskets. We
need Volunteers for Sunday, February 25 starting at 9 am for delivery – costumes optional! Hope you can join
us. Judy Krantz is chairing this huge undertaking once again and can be reached at 201.679.4681 or
jckrantz@gmail.com to answer any questions. Thank you Judy!
Calling all Families, Grandparents, Friends, Non Friends, Strangers! On March 18 Sisterhood will be sponsoring Family Portrait Day, just in time for Mother’s Day! $35 will give you a 15 minute photo session and a 8 x
10 print. Proofs will be emailed to you for additional optional purchases. Call the office and reserve your time.
Make sure to include your email address. This is open to the community.
Please keep in mind that Passover is only 40 days after Purim, so now is the time to purchase Scrip. The price
of each gift card is its face value and there are NO extra charges. Our most popular venues include: Seasons,
Kosher Nosh, Shoprite, Fairway, Stop and Shop, Panera, Dunkin’ Donuts, Starbucks and many others. Purchasing Scrip makes it so easy to shop and support Shomrei Torah at the same time! Contact Marcy Marcus,
201.396.6660, Phyllis Staloff, 973.495.0865, Roby Weiner, 973.595.5393 OR the Synagogue office.
Finally, when you stop by the Synagogue, be sure to check out our new Gift Shop in the library. Lee Ann Beck,
our wonderful shopkeeper, is usually available on Sunday mornings to take orders or to guide you in purchasing that perfect gift. Lots of new items are coming in for the upcoming holiday.
Linda Gaba, Sisterhood President

Sisterhood Recipe Dinner
Wednesday, May 9, 2018

Can we have the dinner at your place?

Please!
Call Sue Feldman 973-628-9229 if you can
host that evening.
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WASHINGTON DC AIPAC
Policy Conference
Attend the Washington AIPAC Policy Conference with a group from
Shomrei Torah. The conference will be held at the Washington Convention
Center beginning Sunday, March 4, 2018 until Tuesday, March 6. Rabbi Mark
and additional synagogue members already signed up. Other area synagogues
send contingents to this important once-a-year meeting of America's largest
Israel lobbying group, and so should we.

Spring is almost here
Get out your shovels, browse those seed catalogs, prepare for the garden stores to re-open.
With spring around the corner, the Shomrei Torah garden group will kick off its 2018
season Saturday, March 3, by participating in Hunger Shabbat. The program will describe
food shortages in Wayne, the United States and the world, and what we, as caring citizens,
can do about it. Last year most of our vegetables were used at Shabbat morning Kiddush.
This year, let’s try to supply more of our produce to WIN and a foodbank operated by
Federation.
By mid-March we should be back in the garden, working the soil, adding amendments and
fertilizers and shoring up our fences and defenses against the varmint who noshed on our
tomatoes and seedlings last summer.
This year’s Shabbat Under the Stars takes place on Friday evening, August 10. We intend
to dazzle the synagogue membership by providing tasty salads and cooked vegetables for
the event.
WE COULD USE YOUR UNNEEDED GARDEN TOOLS. The group operates on a
limited budget, so rather than go to the hardware stores to buy tools, we would welcome a
donation from you of things you are not using such as shovels, spades, rakes, cultivators,
hand shovels or trowels and similar implements.
AND WE COULD USE YOUR VOLUNTEER HELP. You
don’t need to have garden experience, just a willingness to
get out into the fresh air and exercise. Everybody welcome,
especially kids.
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Save the Date!!
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Husband of Gloria Millan
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Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your
eligible AmazonSmile purchases to Wayne
Conservative Jewish Congregation whenever you shop on AmazonSmile.
AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know.
Same products, same prices, same service.
Support your charitable organization by starting
your shopping at:
smile.amazon.com
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SISTERHOOD GOLDEN CARDS
IN HONOR OF
SUE & BOB GORDON
BIRTH OF GRANDAUGHTER
Sue & Harvey Nagler
Elaine & Sy Schlossberg
Iris & Gene Fisher
Rhita & Steve Gastwirth
SUE & KEN FELDMAN
PETER’S ENGAGEMENT
Sue & Harvey Nagler
Laura & Marty Siegel
Rhita & Steve Gastwirth
IRIS & GENE FISHER
ANDREW’S ENGAGEMENT
Marsha & Paul Greenberg
CINDY & ALAN MERKER
MARISSA’S ENGAGEMENT
Iris & Gene Fisher
Rhita & Steve Gastwirth
MARINA & MARK SHPUNGIN
BIRTH OF GRANDSON
Rhita & Steve Gastwirth
BOB GORDON
Thank you for kindness & help
Maxine & Barry Berger
IN MEMORY OF
AUNT OF BOB WOLK
Jill & Steve Landau

FRANK & EDITH MARCUS
Parents of David Marcus

GLORIA BADER
Mother of Seth Bader

SANFORD COHEN
Father of Marcy Marcus

PINCHAS RADLER
Great Grandfather of Eric Weis

LOUIS SHEYDWASSER
Father of Frank Sheydwasser
Mary & Frank Sheydwasser

ARTHUR WEIS
Father of Eric Weis

ESTHER HIRSCHBERG
Mother of George Hirschberg

JARED ANDREANO
Son of Emily Andreano

JACK GABA
Gerald LeRoy

NORMAN KURITSKY
Father of Gail Kwiat

LUCILE WEISS
Mother of Richard Weiss

BRIAN KWIAT
Son of Gail & Steven Kwiat

JASON DODDS
Son of Gail & David Dodds

DAVID ROCHMAN
Son of Barbara Rochman
Brother of Diane Seltzer

LAURA BODNAR
Grandmother of Anita Skolnick

STANLEY FISHER
Father of Gene Fisher
MOLLIE KLEIN
Mother of Paul Klein
CLARA VOYTICKI
Mother of Ivan Voyticki
DAVID MILLER
Father of Harvey Miller

CAROLINE BLECHERMAN
Marvin & Marilyn Rogers

LENA REISBERG
Grandmother of Elaine Schlossberg

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND
IN MEMORY OF
BESSIE KRONIG
Mother of Rhoda Fishler

ARNOLD SHEYDWASSER
Brother of Frank Sheydwasser
BERNARD SIPELSTEIN
Gerald LeRoy

SPEEDY RECOVERY

MOTHER of ALLA PORTNOV
Harvey & Naomi Miller

MILTON FISCHER
Father of Joan Gottlieb

MORTON KALLOR
Father of Hillary Samuels

BORIS GELMINSON
Brother of Rimma Markhasin

LANDSCAPING FUND
IN MEMORY OF
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YAHRZEIT FUND

FRANCIS ROSNER
Father of Suzanne Zamelsky
SAMUEL WILLNER
Father of Harold Willner
ARTHUR LORCH
Father of Carol Willner
BENJAMIN YURDITSKI
Brother of Lilia Becker
SAMUEL RUBINSTEIN
Husband of Ellen Rubinstein

DAVID FORMAN
Father of Barbara Kahn
HERMAN ZITCER
Father of Marc Zitcer
GENERAL FUND
SUE & BOB GORDON
BIRTH OF GRANDDAUGHTER
Michael & Marilyn Rubin
CINDY & ALAN MERKER
MARISSA’S ENGAGEMENT
Ray & Rhoda FIshler
MARINA & MARK SHPUNGIN
BIRTH OF GRANDSON
Ray & Rhoda Fishler
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Celebrating tradition, embracing the future!
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