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 973-696-2500       www.ShomreiTorahWCC.org                                                       

   

 

 

Shabbat & Holiday 

Candle Lighting Times 

 

September 2018 
 

9/7………….7:00 pm 

9/9………….6:57 pm 

9/10………...7:55 pm 

9/14………...6:49 pm 

9/18………...6:42 pm 

9/21………...6:37 pm 

9/23………...6:33 pm 

9/24………...7:32 pm 

9/28………...6:25 pm 

9/30 ….…….6:21 pm 
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Over the summer our neighbor, Congregation Beth Shalom in Pompton Lakes, 

closed their doors.  It is never easy for a community to realize that they can no 

longer sustain themselves.  Some of the remaining members  decided to go to   

the Pine Brook Jewish Center, but some of them have chosen to join us here at 

Shomrei Torah.  We understand that change is difficult and that they have lost 

something precious to them.  My mother, of blessed memory, used to toast           

transitions saying, “To sad endings and beautiful beginnings!”  May their sad 

ending lead to a beautiful beginning here with us as we welcome them. 

 

Rabbi David Bockman, their rabbi, will continue to serve their community          

this year, splitting his time between Pine Brook and Wayne. I look forward to 

sharing my pulpit with my colleague and friend. There will be times you may  

see both of us on the bima, taking turns, working cooperatively.  There may be 

times where one of us or the other will be present in the role of rabbi.  It provides        

opportunities for us to bring back programming which we had done that Congre-

gation Beth Shalom still does, like a late Friday night service. They have always 

had services at 8 pm.  While still in process, it looks like once a month, Rabbi 

Bockman will lead an 8 pm Friday night service here. What else will be on the 

docket remains to be seen.  I’m sure that it will be an interesting year for all of 

us. 

 

At his first Board meeting as President, Barry Blecherman had the Board do a 

S.W.O.T analysis – we evaluated our Strengths, Weakness, Opportunities and 

Threats.  The Board ranked our number one strength that we are a welcoming 

community – we are warm and hamesh. Let’s make sure to show everyone          

who joins us from Congregation Beth Shalom on Rosh Hashanah and Yom    

Kippur that we are indeed a welcoming community.  As you look for your 

friends and those you may not have seen over the summer, take the time to     

look for the unfamiliar faces and  introduce yourself. Perhaps, you’ll even meet   

a fellow congregant whom you’ve never known, a very good thing to do indeed! 

 

Welcome members of Congregation Beth Shalom and welcome back everyone. 

Let’s all make the time to greet one another! 

 

Wishing you a Shanah Tovah/A Good New Year, 

 

Rabbi Randy Mark 

FROM THE BIMA 

Rabbi Randall Mark 
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A Word from our President 

Barry Blecherman 
 

 

A message about security. 
 

One of the things we all see at Shomrei Torah during the High Holidays is the presence of       

a security guard. We have employed an armed security guard for Rosh Hashanah and Yom  

Kippur for a number of years. Some people are reassured by this and find it easier to focus 

their minds on greeting friends and prayer and repentance in a more secure environment;  

other people (like me) find this a bit jarring and have a harder time getting into “prayer mode.”  

No matter which type of person you are, I’m sure you agree that in today’s world, added      

security is a necessity. 
 

The guard is the most visible security measure we have at Shomrei Torah, but by no means  

the only measure we have. Over the past year or two we have tinted all exterior windows to 

limit visibility into our synagogue from the outside and placed video cameras on the building 

to give us a full view of the entire property.  We have done this through a generous grant   

from the New Jersey Office of Homeland Security and Preparedness (OHSP). That grant also           

enables us to put up security fencing.  In the coming months the north side of the synagogue 

property (where our garden is – the side nearest the Elks’ Club) will be fenced in order to      

give our children a place to run and play where they are safe. In recent weeks, we received         

a second grant to add security guards during times when we’ve never had them here before.   

The primary use of this funding will be to add a guard during religious school hours. We have 

applied for a third grant from OHSP to continue “hardening” the exterior of the building. 
 

We all wish we could live in a better world, where things that make us feel threatened would 

not exist. Until that day comes, Shomrei Torah will continue to take actions to help us all have 

peace of mind at synagogue so that we can focus on our spiritual and social selves. 
 

Wishing you a sweet, healthy New Year, 
 

Barry 
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MATT NOVER 
DIRECTOR OF CONGREGATIONAL LEARNING 
 
And a great Shofar sounds, a still small voice is heard, the Angels will tremble as they say, “The New 
(School) Year is here!” - (Adapted from the Unetaneh Tokef prayer in the High Holiday Machzor) 
 
Welcome back, everyone, to another exciting year at Shomrei Torah’s Religious School. I’m excited to meet 
all of you and begin this amazing year. 
 
You might be asking: who is this new person? My name is Matt Nover, and I’m the new Director of          
Congregational Learning at Shomrei Torah. I’m a final year rabbinical student at JTS, and have spent           
the past few years focused on making supplementary schools great. I have a graduate degree in Jewish  
education and have spent time consulting for, designing, and running supplementary school programs.     
I’ve been a student, a teacher, and a principal in them, and I know how important these types of programs 
are to American Judaism. 
 
One process we’ve engaged in this summer is self-reflection and listening. We’ve taken the input you’ve 
given us, and begun to make our changes. The most obvious one is to our time. Our Sunday sessions will 
now begin at 9:15, and continue to 11:45. Twice a month, we will have optional enrichment programs      
immediately after dismissal: our popular Chug program, and a Family program. We have all sorts of interest-
ing ideas, and we hope you will join us for those. 
 
We also know that this program is for you. We still want to hear your voices. Please reach out to me with 
your thoughts, and let’s work together to help your children along on their Jewish Journeys.   
 
Our First Day of Class is on Sunday, September 16th. We can’t wait to see you there! 
 
May you all be inscribed and sealed in the Book of Life. 
 
Shanah Tovah! 
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Your help is 

needed to make 

this fundraiser 

as successful an 

event as it was 

three years ago! 

 

Come and stay 

for  

JUST  

ONE HOUR  

- no purchase 

necessary.           

We need a 

minimum of 

175 people to 

stay one hour 

in order to   

receive $4,000,  
so bring your 

friends and 

family, browse 

and have fun! 
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SHOMREI TORAH SISTERHOOD 

Although it is still summer, this has been a very busy time for Sisterhood. We have many exciting 
events planned for this coming year beginning with our first meeting on Thursday, September 13th 
at 8:00 PM. At that time we will be planning for our Annual Paid Up Membership evening on Tues-
day, October 16th, and discussing the rest of our year. We will be having the author Frances Bart-
kowski talk about her new novel, An Afterlife. An Afterlife is the story of a young couple, Ilya and 
Ruby, who first meet in a displaced persons camp in Germany after World War II, both lone survi-
vors of their families, then travel to America to forge a future together. Suffering from post-
traumatic stress, they face challenges individually and as a couple as they struggle to adapt in a 
new culture. Fran has published three books of literary criticism as well as essays and poetry and 
we are very excited to have her as our guest speaker. Be sure to join us for this wonderful evening! 
 
In addition, we have once again begun to collect gently used (along with new) bras and feminine/
personal hygiene items. This will be given to an organization called "Support The Girls.” It will bene-
fit women and teens: those who are homeless, survivors of domestic violence, victims of human 
trafficking, those who have aged out of foster care or who are struggling to take care of their fami-
lies. A laundry bag is waiting for your donation in the office. Phyllis Staloff will be more than happy 
to answer any questions. You may reach her at 973-628-9496 or p.staloff@gmail.com. 
 
Our new and improved Gift Shop is open 
and LeeAnn Beck is available to take your 
order for yarmulkes or tallit or any other 
occasion. There is also an extensive display 
of beautiful items suitable for gift giving or 
your holiday table. 
 
And, finally! We are still selling Scrip. It is 

definitely the easiest fundraiser we have!! 

You pay NOTHING more than the price of a 

gift card than you would already pay. You 

buy gift cards at their face value and, for 

the same price you'd pay anywhere.          

Shomrei Torah benefits with a percentage 

of each purchase. Check out our vendor list, 

including Seasons, Kosher Nosh, Shop Rite, 

Fairway, Stop and Shop, Panera, Dunkin' 

Donut, Starbucks and a host of others. 

Shop and support Shomrei Torah. Please 

contact Marcy Marcus, Phyllis Staloff, Roby 

Weiner or the Synagogue office for your 

purchase. 

mailto:p.staloff@gmail.com
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SHOMREI TORAH MEN’S CLUB 

Men's Club is back after our hot, gray summer vacation.  We hope your vacation, perhaps elsewhere, was 
sunnier than in the rain-soaked Wayne valleys and rivers. 
 
A new membership drive has started, and the Shomrei Shot Glass is available for those who choose to  
join the Shomrei Kiddush Club.  All it costs is an additional $18, over and above annual Men's Club dues of 
$36.  So please consider joining both - and then use your glass in kiddush.  You will make Lonnie Helfand 
deliriously happy, with no plastic cups throw out.  For the $18, you actually get a Kiddush club kit.  Stop in  
the office if you want to see one, or get one.  Supplies are limited. Hey, a little high pressure selling never 
hurt anybody, right? 
 
Fall is now almost upon us.  The secular season is late this year; isn't that the other way of saying the Jewish 
holidays have arrived early?  With Fall comes the harvest festival.  No, we don't mean Hag Hahodeah, aka 
Thanksgiving.  We mean Hag Ha'asif, the Feast of Ingathering. You know it by its name Sukkot (or Succos, 
for those of us who prefer the Ashkenaz mama loschen of our ancestors).  Sorry, Maurice, we don't mean 
you! 
 
Naturally, with Sukkot comes eating.  And this year, the Men's Club is featuring “Moo Shoo and Schmooze 
with Jews and Booze in the Booth.”  Kosher Chinese is on the menu, in this lunar Year of the Dog. The date 
is Sunday evening, September 30.  Services start at 5:30pm, and dinner follows at 6:30pm.  
 
The flyer is included in this L'Chaim, so please take a look at it, and then plan to join us and toast to the New 
Year 5779 with Tsingtao beer, brewed upside down on the other side of the world.  And, don't forget - we will 
have pasta for the kids.  After all, pasta was invented in China and brought to Italy by the Polo clan.  It will be 
a Chinese repast, through and through. 
 
Soon after Sukkot, the Men's Club will kick off its annual Super Bowl box pool.  There will be four lucky     
winners and we will all have a lot of fun.  George Hirschberg and Alan Trachtenberg are looking forward to 
collecting their vig.  If you would like to know who has won in the past, ask the office.  The list is impressive.  
Yours could be the next name on it. 
 
On November 15, the annual Man of Year Tribute event will be held in Springfield.  Stay tuned for an         
announcement on this year's honoree.  
 

To all, L'Shanah Tovah from your friendly gang of shleppers and shmendricks! 
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At last night's Ritual meeting we                    

allocated $180 from the Minyan Fund          

to Connections Israel for this cause.   

GARDEN UPDATE 
 

     Shomrei Torah’s garden production is on track to equal or exceed the 100+ pounds of vegetables that we     

contributed last summer to food banks and the synagogue. Our weekly veggie pickings that we donate include 

cherry tomatoes, swiss chard, basil, cukes, peppers, squash, beans, eggplant and beets.  Because of the heat and 

excessive rain, the tomato plant are getting huge (think of The Attack of the Killer Tomatoes, a 1978 grade B           

horror movie). 

 

    All plants are grown organically without use of chemical pesticides or herbicides. We recently were notified   

by the Passaic County Board of Freeholders and City Green that our application for our third funding grant was 

approved, so the expense of next spring’s seeds, seedlings, plants, organic fertilizer and soil amendments is      

covered. So far, grants from the County and contributions from individual synagogue members (principally Eric 

Weis) mean that all of this production has been at no cost to the synagogue. 

 

   The extreme heat and wet weather of August has helped our plants thrive, although it also has meant that the 

weeds have sprung up like the workers of iniquity. But thanks to the cultivation of gardeners Marcy Marcus and 

Mark Frankel, we have stayed ahead of the invaders. Marcy is a One Woman War on Weeds. 

 

   Synagogue members nosh on some of our crops at the weekly Saturday morning kiddushim prepared for us by 

Gloria. For the wildly successful Shabbat Under the Stars, we contributed an eggplant dish cooked up by Karen 

Weiss and Linda Dumoff. Anita and Stuart Skolnick used our basil to make an excellent pesto pasta. 

 

   Linda Gaba, Lisa Zevin, Elaine Schlossberg, Dan Schlossberg, Art Greenberg, Smadar Kleinstein, Zev and Tova 

Friede have all pitched in to plant, pick, weed, stake, fertilize and cultivate. It couldn’t be done without them and 

their help is essential and much appreciated. But we still have room for more volunteers, so come help.  We need 

you! 

 

   Earlier in the summer a dark shadow crossed over us in the form of groundhogs who mistook our garden for a 

salad bar. But using a humane Have-a-Heart trap, we captured and relocated these furry fiends to the hinterland. 

We buried chicken wire under the dirt in their favorite digging spots, which so far has stopped them but made it 

made it harder for us to get into the garden. At least we could say, “Got you now, you wascally wabbit.” 

 

   If you’ve visited the WIN food pantry in the Y building, you’ve noted the neatly stacked rows of boxes and cans 

of pasta, peanut butter, pancake mix, et al. As Betty Singer (our representative to WIN) observes, gardens like ours 

is one of their few sources of fresh food. 

 

   What’s the big deal about, say, 120 pounds of vegetables? If you price them @ $1.50 per pound the total value is 

$180. So why not just write a check and be done with it? The answer lies in the value of contributing your own 

personal labor rather than money. And it reinforces the recognition of our tenuous connection to the land; the im-

portance of clean water, sunlight and soil to our existence on this planet; how vulnerable we are to the forces of 

nature; and the gratitude we should share for the food we eat. 
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Husband of Gloria Millan 

973-706-7039  
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Amazon will donate 0.5% of the 
price of your eligible  AmazonSmile 

purchases to         

Wayne Conservative Jewish            
Congregation whenever you shop 

on AmazonSmile. 

AmazonSmile is the same          
Amazon you know.  Same products, 

same prices, same service. 

Support your charitable organization 
by starting your shopping at: 

  smile.amazon.com 

https://smile.amazon.com/
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SISTERHOOD GOLDEN CARDS 

IN MEMORY OF 

 

MAX FOX 

Brother of Dorit Kressel 

Synagogue Board & Affiliates 

Cindy & Alan Merker 

Sue & Barry Mirsky 

Elaine & Sy Schlossberg 
 

AMY JILL KALIETA 

Sister of Beth Julie 

Synagogue Board & Affiliates 

Maxine & Barry Berger 

Rhita & Steve Gastwirth 

Gerald Leroy 

Marsha & Paul Greenberg 

Roz & George Hirschberg 

Adele & Joel Sussman 

Marcy & Dave Marcus 

Cindy & Alan Merker 

Sonia & Larry Seidman 

Stephanie & Howard Serber 

Edith & Ivan Voyticki 

Carol & Harold Willner 
 

STEVE GOODMAN 

Cousin of Stan Pollack 

Cindy & Bob Brazer 
 

SISTER OF JANE TIELL 

Roz & George Hirschberg 
 

HUSBAND OF CAROL WILK 

Roz & George Hirschberg 
 

MOTHER OF SHERI CUTLER 

Stephanie & Howard Serber 
 

MOTHER OF HOWARD WEINBERG 

Stephanie & Howard Serber 
 

SISTERHOOD GIFT FUND 

IN MEMORY OF 
 

AMY JILL KALIETA 

Sister of Beth Julie 

The Eisenberg Family 
 

SISTERHOOD CERTIFICATES 

IN MEMORY OF 
 

AMY JILL KALIETA 

Sister of Beth Julie 

Rose & Richard Margolis 
 

SISTERHOOD GOLDEN CARDS 

SPEEDY RECOVERY 
 

BOB GORDON 

Maxine & Barry Berger 
 

PAULA SHAIMAN 

Laura & Marty Siegel 

SISTERHOOD GOLDEN CARDS 

IN HONOR OF 
 

SHERYL & BARRY SARIN 

Son’s Marriage 

Rhita & Steve Gastwirth 

Cindy & Alan Merker 
 

CIS HOLLANDER 

Daughter Jill’s Marriage 

Michael & Eric Greenblatt 
 

BARBARA & KEVIN SCOTT 

Daughter’s Marriage 

Sonia & Larry Seidman 

Roz & Ed Seradzky 
 

ANITA PETAK 

Birth of great grandson 

Maxine Stave 
 

SHERI & GREG CUTLER 

Birth of grandchild 

Stephanie & Howard Serber 
 

GAIL & DAVID DODDS 

Wedding Anniversary 

Percy Ellias 
 

LINDA & MARK DUMOFF 

Wedding Anniversary 

Percy Ellias 
 

SUE MIRSKY 

Birthday Wishes 

Percy Ellias 
 

ELAINE SCHLOSSBERG 

Birthday Wishes 

Percy Ellias 
 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

IN MEMORY OF 
 

ESTHER ELLIAS 

Mother of Percy Ellias 
 

SOL MILLER 

Wife of Estelle Miller 

Father of Lisa Schwarz 
 

SHOMREI TORAH GENERAL FUND 

IN MEMORY OF 
 

JEFFREY PODELL 

Brother of Scott Podell 

Rhoda & Ray Fishler 
 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN / BLDG FUND 

IN HONOR OF 
 

SHERYL & BARRY SARIN 

On Son’s Marriage 

Ed & Beth Julie 
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN / BLDG FUND 

IN MEMORY OF 
 

AMY KALIETA 

Sister of Beth Julie 

Amy & Alan Friedman 

Anita & Stuart Skolnick 

Rhoda & Ray Fishler 

Susan & Harvey Nagler 
 

CANTOR ILAN MAMBER 

Ed & Beth Julie 
 

SYLVIA ELMAN 

Sister of Percy Ellias 

Ed & Beth Julie 
 

FRANK TOBIN MITZVAH FUND 

IN MEMORY OF 
 

AMY KALIETA 

Sister of Beth Julie 

Cindy & Les Burns 
 

FRANK TOBIN MITZVAH FUND 

IN HONOR OF 
 

BARBARA & KEVIN SCOTT 

On their daughter’s marriage 

Cindy & Les Burns 
 

LANDSCAPING FUND 

IN HONOR OF 
 

SUSAN & KEN FELDMAN 

On their son’s engagement 

Naomi & Harvey Miller 
 

RHODA & RAY FISHLER 

60th wedding anniversary! 

Naomi & Harvey Miller 
 

MARILYN & MARVIN ROGERS 

72nd wedding anniversary! 

Naomi & Harvey Miller 

 

YAHRZEIT FUND 
 

DAVID & FLORENCE FELDMAN 

Parents of Laura Siegel 
 

PAULINE RAMER 

Mother of Henry Ramer 
 

HARRY J. MASTERS 

Brother-in-law of Marilyn & Marvin Rogers 
 

SAUL BRAUNSTEIN 

Brother of Lee Rothenberg 
 

ROBERT BACON 

Father of Craig Bacon 

 

ELI ASCHNER 

Father of Lisa Bernstein, David Aschner & Susan Aschner 

 

ANN POSNER 

Aunt of Cheryl Hayet & Marc Jalowicz 
 

SHIRLEY GURITZKY 

Mother of Nathanya Simon 
 

MARCIE EISENSTEIN 

Wife of Elliot Eisenstein 
 

MAX EISENSTEIN 

Father of Elliot Eisenstein 
 

RUTH EHRLICH 

Mother of Stuart Ehrlich 
 

IGNAZC WEISZ 

Great Grandfather of Eric Weis 
 

SELIG SHAPIRO 

Great Grandfather of Eric Weis 
 

FRANCES WALNICK 

Mother of Lena Kamo 
 

SAM POSTASHNICK 

Father of Barbara Shapiro 
 

JENNIE ZABLIN 

Mother of Gloria Lesser 

Grandmother of Gary & Ross Lesser 
 

SVETLANA ZABOLOTSKY 

Daughter of Ann Savransky 
 

RUTH HERSON 

Mother of Barbara Simon 
 

HELEN HOCHHEISER 

Grandmother of Barbara Simon 
 

JACK SIMON 

Father of Lenny Simon 
 

ESTHER HERSHKOWITZ 
Grandmother of Barbara Simon 

 

BERNARD FRIES 

Father of Esther Whitmore 
 

SHIRLEY BERMAN 

Sister of Barry Berger 
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