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FROM THE BIMA 
Rabbi Randall Mark 

I have just returned from the annual Rabbinical Assembly Convention.  I always 

enjoy the Limmud sessions where rabbis can go and learn together. It is our version 

of continuing professional education.  I attended a session on Halakhah on Rabbinic 

Literature,  taught by  a professor of religious studies at Northwestern University 

who is also an ordained Orthodox rabbi. He shared with us how theories continu-

ally change our understanding of topics, including halakhah. While we may not 

have engaged the topic since we left rabbinical school, the way it is taught now is 

different than it was in our day.  He pointed out that the Committee on Jewish Law 

and Standards of the Rabbinical Assembly is actually a return to the rabbinic plural-

ism of the early halakhic system.   All are invited to join me for a brief study of 

Halakhah on Sunday, May 6th at 10 am. 
 

I went to a session on the word  “Amen “ with Dr. Sandy Goldberg, a professor 

from the  philosophy department at Northwestern University.  I will never see the 

word “Amen” the same way again!  And I went to a session by a young colleague, 

Rabbi Danya Ruttenberg, entitled, “Nurturing the Wow: Meeting Parents’ Spiritual 

Needs.”  She talked about how having rabbis who are also mothers has been trans-

formative for Judaism.  I’ll be thinking about how to incorporate the new ideas gar-

nered into Tot Shabbat and Family Services. 
 

At the Convention we also had a plenary celebrating Israel at 70 and Masorti at 40, 

when we sang Israeli songs together, heard from a recent graduate of Nativ, our 

Gap Year Program, and  heard from Consul General of Israel for the Midwest, Aviv 

Ezra.  Chancellor Arnold Eisen of JTS gave an address “The Religious Significance 

of Israel: A Personal Love Story and Accounting.”  He talked about the importance 

of pride in  Israel in spite of the fact that the Israel of today is not the Israel that 

many of us longed for  and desired.  And he pointed out to us that the Zionism we 

find in the Torah is not a fact, but an aspiration and we need to work to make it a 

reality. 
 

At our convention we installed Rabbi Debra Newman Kamin, of Chicago, as the 

second woman president of the Rabbinical Assembly.  There was a discussion of 

how synagogues can be more supportive of refugees as a reflection of our Jewish 

values.  Rabbi Bradley Shavit Artson, Dean of the Ziegler Rabbinical School in 

California, gave a talk on “Conservative Judaism (CJ): Its Hope and its Future.”  

He focused on what CJ has to offer the world.  We have a unique message not 

found anywhere else in the Jewish world.  It is more necessary now in our age of 

unprecedented change. We had   a fascinating session on innovation and change by 

Howard Tullman, the founder and CEO of 1871, a successful hi-tech firm in Chi-

cago. We  also had a wonderful session on the interfaith and social justice work that 

is being done by some in our Movement. 
 

All in all, it was an interesting few days and I returned with all kinds of ideas to 

bring to our congregation to make Shomrei Torah a richer and more meaningful 

place for all of us. 
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Words From Our President 

Barry Blecherman 

It occurs to me that many of you reading this may not know me very well, so I would like to take this opportu-

nity to introduce myself so that you feel comfortable talking to me about whatever may be on your mind. I am 

the lucky guy who married Sarah Waldman, whom you may know as Sarah Blecherman or Dr. Sarah (“oh, 

yeah – now I know who he is”). Sarah and I are about to celebrate our 24th wedding anniversary. We have 4 

great kids – Shayna, Mira, Josh, and Kayla, and two usually pretty good dogs Lola and Johnny. If you still 

can’t figure out who I am, well, my parents are Sid and Caroline Blecherman (I can hear you say “aha!” in 

your mind). 

 

I was raised in a town called Newington, Connecticut. I went to a Conservative synagogue there and was a  

part of Kadima and USY. Though my childhood shul is gone, it remains a powerful part of my experience 

base. Shabbat services with my siblings, parents, and grandfather were common. I’d go to Hebrew School   

after public school wearing my baseball uniform so that I could go straight to practices and games when           

lessons ended (“No cleats in the synagogue! No cleats in the synagogue!”). I went to college in Philly and          

became an engineer. I worked for a few years and went back to school for a PhD and met, dated, and married 

Sarah. We moved here from Philly in 1997 and joined Shomrei Torah. A few weeks after we joined the          

synagogue I was asked to be on the finance committee. I said, “sure!” not knowing that this would set off a 

chain of events that has truly changed my life.  I was quickly promoted to the chairmanship of the finance 

committee and very soon thereafter I found myself to be the VP of Finance. We sent our kids to the Gerrard 

Berman Day School and I eventually became the President of the Board there for 3 years. 

 

In my spare time I am a professor at NYU. 

 

My predecessors as President, Sheryl Sarin, Karen Weiss, Cindy Merker, and Roberta Ort have done great jobs 

during their terms of office. They’ve made the challenges ahead both easier and harder for me. Easier, because 

Shomrei Torah has been in a decade-long upward swing and we have a lot of positive momentum – I will         

discuss this more next month. Harder, because they’ve set the bar high for me. With your help we can continue 

to make our synagogue better and better, warmer and happier, friendlier and more caring, and more spiritually 

fulfilling during the next two years and beyond. Please talk to me when you see me, call me, email me, text me 

– tell me what’s on your mind and how you’d like to participate. When I said “sure!” back in ’97 I didn’t know 

what was coming but I’ve had a great ride – you can too. 

 

All the best, 

Barry 

 
 

 

 

 

I hope that when you all read this short article in May the weather will be warm 

and sunny. As I write this in April -- well, I don’t have to remind you what the 

weather was like in April, do I? Every two years at this time when the weather 

gets warm Shomrei Torah installs a new leadership team. I have the honor and 

privilege of being the President of the Board of Trustees here for the next two 

years. My predecessor, Roberta Ort, has been a great example for me and for that 

I offer her my deepest thanks. I’ve learned a lot looking over her shoulder these 

last two years. I have also grown by participating in our Board meetings and I 

want to take this opportunity to thank last year’s Board and all of our great         

volunteers for making all of our efforts run smoothly. 
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Sometime in the summer, we read the Torah portion, Ekev. Moses was giving his farewell address to the    

people of Israel. He reviews the journey and recaps the Ten Commandments and the laws along the way. 

Moses said, "Remember the long way that the Lord your God has made you travel in the wilderness these past 

forty years, that he might test you by hardships to learn what was in your hearts: whether you would keep his 

commandments or not." He continues "For the Lord is bringing you into a good land, a land with streams and 

springs and fountains issuing from plain and hill: a land of wheat and barley, of vines, figs, and pomegranates, 

a land of olive trees and honey; a land where you may eat food without stint, where you will lack nothing; a 

land whose rocks are iron and from whose hills you can mine copper." 

 

For the people of Israel, they were coming to the end of a long journey through the wilderness. At that point, 

an entire generation of people had died out, so those that were ready to make the journey had been born and 

raised in the desert. The only way of life they knew was wandering in the desert going from place to place; 

eating manna, following a pillar of fire. Now, their entire way of life was going to change, and Moses had 

been giving them instructions as to how to make their new lives better. Ahead of them lay a new life in a land 

of milk and honey. It was up to each individual person to determine how he or she was going to make life         

better. 

 

The Religious School we knew in June of 2014 is completely different from the one we know now. Reflecting 

on what I accomplished is important for Shomrei Torah and for me to do. It is a heshbon hanefesh, a personal 

evaluation, for me, and for the shul. I see a slideshow of events including, a Sukkah luncheon, Sundae School 

(Make your own Sundae), Chug, Shalicha, KADIMA activities, Shabbat services and dinners, the Barnes and 

Noble Book Fair, the Tu B’Shevat Seder using the Map of Israel, the Shofar and Matzah Factory, the Siddur 

ceremony, Rosh Hodesh programming, TASTE and GESHER (retaining 100% of our 8th graders that year!),  

the Torah Project, the Israel Fair, the Tzedakah Fair, the weekly mitzvah projects – just to name a few. And 

every student shared a different favorite. 

 

In the Torah portion Vayelekh, we read the final commandment of the 613 mitzvot. "Veh-eetah ceetvu lachem 

et ha shirah hazot." "And now, write for you this song." From this, we derive the mitzvah of writing our own 

Torah scroll. Just as the ways of life of the people of Israel were about to change dramatically, they took the 

words of Torah to enter a land and to make the best of a new situation in a land flowing with milk and honey. 

Your Shomrei Torah has changed. Expectattions of what the children can accomplish has evolved.I leave with 

a full heart, but knowing that I did the best job I could do. 

 

And now I prepare to write a new song, a Shir Chadash. May God give us all the blessings of chazak              

ve-ematz, to "be strong and to be brave." And let each of us make the commitment to write our own song, to 

take on new challenges, and to do what needs to be done because it needs to be done. And together let us be 

strong, and let us build.  

 

L’hitraot, 

 

Judith Kuper Jaffe 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL LEARNING 
Judith Kuper Jaffe 
Director of Congregational Learning 
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SHOMREI TORAH SISTERHOOD 
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SUMMER’S COMING AND PREACHING TO THE CHOIR... 
 
I know who some of ‘the regulars’ are.  You consistently respond to our requests for food and basic necessities through-
out the year.  If you go on vacation, I can tell that you’re gone.  That’s how good you are.   Others of you are also            
present in our WIN Collection Chest, but I may not know who you are.  You bring your items, maybe during the morning 
minyan, maybe on a Hebrew School day, maybe when you’re ‘in the neighborhood’.  Thank you! 
 
There are others of you who pass by the Chest and just never think to stop and deposit something to help our 
neighbors.  You’re caught up with your errands of the moment, your responsibilities at work or at home, the priorities           
of your kids or spouse (or significant other), or something else that distracts you.  You might not  realize that even one 
single item can make a difference. 
 
There is a wonderful singing group called Beget Kefet.  It is comprised of rabbis and cantors and one lawyer who met 
while studying in Israel back in the 70’s.  Beth Sher (the lawyer) was a local Wayne woman who grew up at Temple Beth 
Tikvah.  The group wrote and perform a clever song called Dageish from their album called One Little Dot.  The dageish 
is the little dot inside certain Hebrew letters that changes the pronunciation and spelling of the letter, thereby changing 
the meaning of the word.  Two examples:  leaving out one little dot would change the name of The Kosher Nosh to The 
Chosher Nosh.  And instead of searching for leaven on Pesach, we’d be searching on Fesach.   
 
So, if you’re thinking that ‘one little can or box or carton’ won’t make a difference, remember ‘the little dot’.  Please                           
participate — as often as you are able — in this wonderful mitzvah to help feed our neighbors. Summertime is often       
a very slow time for donations because school is out, religious school is out, people are away, the kids are at camp, 
etc.  It might take a little extra effort to stop by Shomrei Torah and drop something off.  However, even though your kids 
may be away at camp (and thank you, Camp Veritans, for your annual food drive for the WIN Pantry!), there are many 
Wayne children who are home without school lunches, snacks, etc. to rely on.  And the regular needs of our Wayne  
clients remain constant. 
 
So, now that Fesach is over and since your non-perishable food donations need not be strictly Chosher, please make it 
a point to ‘join the choir’ of those who regularly give to our WIN Pantry. 
 
Also, checks may be made out, payable to WIN, and left at the Shomrei Torah office.  We also welcome Shop Rite Scrip 
which can be obtained through Sisterhood and left at the office to be donated to WIN. In  addition to notices on the 
needs of WIN which are sporadically sent via the weekly e-newsletter to all congregants, please go 
to www.winfoodpantry.org for reasonably current updates and be pro-active in your help.   
 
Thank you.  Have a good summer and please remember WIN! 
 
Betty Singer,  

Shomrei Torah Representative to the Wayne Interfaith Network 

http://www.winfoodpantry.org/
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Husband of Gloria Millan 

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the 
price of your eligible  AmazonSmile          

purchases to         

Wayne Conservative Jewish            
Congregation whenever you shop 

on AmazonSmile. 

AmazonSmile is the same          
Amazon you know.  Same prod-
ucts, same prices, same service. 

Support your charitable organiza-
tion by starting your shopping at: 

  smile.amazon.com 

https://smile.amazon.com/
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SISTERHOOD GOLDEN CARDS 

IN HONOR OF 
 

MAXINE & BARRY BERGER 

Mazel Tov on the birth of their grandson 

Caroline & Sid Blecherman 
 

MARINA & MARK SHPUNGIN 

Mazel Tov on the birth of their grandson 

Caroline & Sid Blecherman 
 

SUZANNE ZOFI 

Mazel Tov on her daughter’s marriage 

Caroline & Sid Blecherman 

Carol & Henry Ramer 
 

BARBARA & JERRY FRIEDMAN 

Mazel Tov on grandsons Bar Mitzvah 

Laura & Marty Siegel 

Roz & George Hirschberg 
 

HILARY & STEPHEN SAMUELS 

Mazel Tov on Myles Bar Mitzvah 

Synagogue Board & Affiliates 
 

SUE & BOB GORDON 

Mazel Tov on your son’s wedding 

Marsha & Steve Rolnik 
 

SISTERHOOD GOLDEN CARDS 

IN MEMORY OF 
 

BARBARA BERNSTEIN 

Mother of Jay Bernstein 

Marsha & Steve Rolnik 
 

ROSLYN KORNBLAU 

Mother of Marc Kornblau 

Marsha & Steve Rolnik 
 

SEYMOUR ROSENBLUM 

Father of Richard Rosenblum 

Marsha & Steve Rolnik 
 

DORIS GORDON 

Elaine & Sy Schlossberg 
 

MOTHER OF LYNN ROSENFELT 

Oscar &Terri Reicher 
 

WIFE OF BRIAN KAHLE 

Edith & Ivan Voyticki 
 

HELAINE DECOF 

Wife of Arnold Decof 

Maxine & Barry Berger 

SISTERHOOD GOLDEN CARDS 

IN MEMORY OF 
 

IRIS ROSENBERG 

Sister of Sydell Nadel 

Synagogue Board & Associates 

Sue & Barry Mirsky 

Roz & George Hirschberg 

Sue & Harvey Nagler 

Marsha & Paul Greenberg 

Elaine & Sy Schlossberg 
 

AUNT OF CAROL ADLER 

Maxine & Barry Berg 
 

DORIS BERENZWEIG 

Wife of Stanley Berenzweig 

Mother of Evan Berenzweig 

Caroline & Sid Blecherman 

Marcy & Dave Marcus 

Marlene & Bruce Seidman 
 

DR. MICHAEL BRAUER 

Husband of Lilia Brauer 

Father of Danielle Brauer Gorshein 

Synagogue Board & Associates 
 

BARBARA GRANGER 

Sister of Deborah Kornblau 

Synagogue Board & Affiliates 

Marsha & Steve Rolnik 
 

JOHN HEALY 

Husband of Shelley Lewin  

Synagogue Board & Affiliates 

Sue & Barry Mirsky 
 

JACK MOLNAR 

Brother of Robert Molnar 

Husband of Janice Molnar 

Maxine & Barry Berger 

Roz & George Hirschberg 

Sue & Harvey Nagler 

Elaine & Sy Schlossberg 
 

EVELYN WEINGARTEN 

Sister of Cindy Brazer 

Synagogue Board & Associates 
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YAHRZEIT FUND 
 

BENJAMIN CARROLL 

Father of Cindy Brazer 
 

ROSE NEWMAN 

Mother of Suzanne Freedberg 
 

PAUL SAVRANSKY 

Husband of Ann Savransky 
 

MARTIN BRESLAU 

Father of Carol Fertig 
 

DORA RADLER 

Great Aunt of Eric Weis 
 

LAURENCE WEIS 

Brother of Eric Weis 
 

FRED LANDAU 

Brother of Iris Fisher 
 

MORTON ROCHMAN 

Husband of Barbara Rochman 

Father of Diane Seltzer 
 

JUDY PERLAKI 

Mother of Diane Albalah 
 

BERNARD & ROSLYN SHAIMAN 

Parents of Lee Shaiman 
 

EVELYN HENRY 

Mother of Paula Shaiman 
 

LILLIAN CANTOR 

Mother of Barbara Zitcer 
 

ZOLTAN SCHULTZ 

Uncle of Anita Skolnick 
 

MARILYN FRIEDMAN 

Mother of Robyn Weiss 
 

ANNA GUTKIN 

Aunt of Barry Berger 
 

IDA EZORSKY 

Mother of Maxine Berger 
 

DORIS SELTZER 

Mother of Richard Seltzer 
 

SHIRLEY MARKS 

Mother of Michael Marks 
 

MILDRED SHECHTMAN 

Mother of Susan Gordon 

SPEEDY RECOVERY & GOOD HEALTH 
 

FREDA ROSENSHEIN 

Maxine & Barry Berger 
 

ANNE PETERS 

Maxine & Barry Berger 
 

AUDREY STITCH 

Elaine & Sy Schlossberg 
 

ALAN FELDMAN 

Elaine & Sy Schlossberg 
 

STEVE LANGFELDER 

Elaine & Sy Schlossberg 
 

SISTERHOOD CERTIFICATE 

IN MEMORY OF 
 

JACK MOLNAR 

Brother of Robert Molnar 

Alice & Paul Moskowitz 

Carole Rittenberg 
 

JOHN HEALY 

Husband of Shelley Lewin 

Carole Rittenberg 
 

SISTERHOOD CERTIFICATE 

IN HONOR OF 
 

MAXINE & BARRY BERGER 

Mazel Tov on the birth of a grandson 

Carole Rittenberg 
 

SISTERHOOD GIFT FUND 

IN MEMORY OF 
 

EVELYN WEINGARTEN 

Sister of Cindy Brazer 

Judy & Alan Newmark 
 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

IN MEMORY OF 
 

HELEN ELLIAS 

Wife of Percy Ellias 
 

ALAN LIEB 

Late Husband of Annette Baron Lieb 
 

SIGMUND FISHLER 

Father of Ray Fishler 
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SHOMREI TORAH GENERAL FUND 

IN MEMORY OF 

 

JACK MOLNAR 

Brother of Bob Molnar 
Michael & Marilyn Rubin 

 

ED GLASSPOOL 

Michael & Marilyn Rubin 

 

SHOMREI TORAH GENERAL FUND 

IN HONOR OF 
 

SUE & KEN FELDMAN 

Mazel Tov on Peter’s Engagement 

Michael & Marilyn Rubin 

 

MACHZOR 

IN HONOR OF 
 

TOVA & ZEV FRIEDE 

50th Wedding Anniversary 

Karen & Richard Weiss 

 

FRANK TOBIN MITZVAH FUND 

IN HONOR OF 
 

TOVA & ZEV FRIEDE 

50th Wedding Anniversary 

Mati & Linda Kotz 

 

SAM GERSHON TORAH FUND 

IN MEMORY OF 
 

JACK MOLNAR 

BROTHER OF BOB MOLNAR 

HUSBAND OF JANICE MOLNAR 

Sue & Barry Mirsky 
 

ROBERT KRAUSE 

HUSBAND, FATHER, GRANDFATHER 

Sue & Barry Mirsky and Family 
 

REBECCA SCHLOSSBERG KATZ 

Mother of Sy Schlossberg 

 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN / BLDG FUND 

IN MEMORY OF 
 

BARBARA BERNSTEIN 

Mother of Jay Bernstein 

Gordon Heller 
 

 

 

The family of Iris Rosenberg             

thanks you for your condolences and 

contributions in Iris’s memory. 
 

The Rosenberg and Nadel Family 
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