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I work in a dental office.  Let’s face it – not many people love going 

to the dentist.  Of course there are those people who come in twice a 

year, have little or no problems, and do actually enjoy getting their 

teeth cleaned.  But then there are all the others, those in pain who 

need fillings, or crowns, or implants, or extractions; they know they 

have to get a shot of Novocain, and dread walking through the door.  

But even worse than the injection, the real pain for the patient is hav-

ing to stop at the front desk and pay for the visit - that’s where I come 

in. 

 

We spend a lot of time in our office training the staff to provide      

exceptional customer service.  While it’s easy to do that in a fine    

restaurant or resort hotel where customers are happy just to be there, 

the task is much more daunting in a business where the customer 

doesn’t really want to be a customer.  Think about the last time you 

made a purchase of something you really wanted….a new pair of 

boots, or a special piece of jewelry, a big screen TV, or even a new 

car.  Sure, you spent some hard earned money to get it, but you’re so 

excited to plug that TV in and watch the football game, or take that 

long drive with the top down, or get dressed up to go out to dinner in 

your new outfit and jewelry, you enjoy every minute of your new  

purchase with a great big grin on your face.  Not quite so when you 

leave the dentist’s office having dropped a pretty penny on that new 

crown in the back of your mouth.  So how do we provide great      

customer service for something people don’t really want?  It’s all 

about the experience.  It starts when you walk through the door.  First 

impressions are critical; it’s imperative to be neat, clean and friendly.  

We make sure the décor and the furniture are up to date, that every-

thing is spotless, and most of all, that everyone is greeted by name 

and with a big smile.  Often when people come to the dentist they’re 

nervous and anxious, but it’s amazing what a friendly smile and some 

personal conversation can do to ease their anxiety.  Next steps – stay 

on schedule, keep the patients well informed, and make sure there are 

no surprises with costs.  By the end of the visit we hopefully have 

made their dental experience as good as it can be. 

 

Words From Our President 

Roberta Ort 
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I’m writing this article on the airplane on my way home from Las Vegas.  

There’s no comparison between a visit to the dentist and a vacation to Las Vegas!   How-

ever, there is much to be learned about customer service anytime you travel.  The airline 

worker who took my suitcase looked miserable and angry, mumbled something to me about 

my bag and was obviously  more interested in fixing her hair rather than getting my bag onto 

the plane.  On the airplane, the  attendants did their job handing out drinks and snacks but with 

little or no affect or engagement.  Things improved with the friendly, talkative taxi driver but 

my experience  escalated to excellent as soon as I arrived at the hotel.   I walked through the 

doors of the Aria hotel and was greeted by large vaulted ceilings, beautiful sculptures, and the 

most pleasant smell of warm vanilla.  I’ve stayed at this hotel many times, knew what to        

expect, and  received the high level of customer service I’ve encountered during prior visits.  

Over the next few days I visited many hotels and casinos.  While several of them are similar  

to the  Aria, there are quite a number of them that offer a completely opposite experience.  

Back to first impressions.  I walked through the doors of one hotel and was confronted with    

a dark casino, filthy floors, narrow cluttered walkways and an awful smell of stale cigarette 

smoke. I couldn’t get out of there fast enough. 

 

 

So where does Shomrei Torah fit into all of this?  I imagine most peoples’ expectations when 

coming to Shomrei Torah fall somewhere between going to the dentist and going on vacation 

to Las Vegas.  Whatever your purpose is when you walk through the doors of Shomrei Torah 

on a given day, whether it’s to attend an event such as the Purim Gala, come to services on 

Shabbat, or to pick up your child from Religious School, my hope is that your experience is a 

good one.  I know that Suzanne, Jay and Rabbi Mark always have a ready smile and a great 

big “Shalom” for anyone who enters the building, but the appearance of our synagogue is  

definitely in need of improvement.  The lobby area is lackluster and dated, the carpet            

throughout the lobby, sanctuary and social hall is worn and stained, the chairs have little or   

no cushions, and the ceiling and walls need to be refinished.  The time has come to renovate 

our building, just as we would our homes when they are in need of repair, and we need               

everyone’s help.  Work will begin very soon to repair and replace, and while we have some 

funds to get us started, we will need more.  Our capital campaign to fund this project will  

commence very soon.  I hope that you will help, on whatever level you can, to beautify our 

building for everyone’s enjoyment.  My goal is that after our renovation is complete, our 

building will better reflect our vibrant community and offer the positive first impression that 

invites people to return. 

 

Wishing everyone a Happy Purim and looking forward to celebrating with you! 
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Ben Friedman Bar Mitzvah 

Saturday, April 1, 2017 

Parsha Vayikra 
 

My name is Ben Friedman and I am a seventh grader at      

Anthony Wayne  Middle School.  I like to play sports in my 

free time.  I play travel hockey for the North Jersey                 

Avalanche and travel baseball for the Wayne Warriors.               I 

am a Chicago Blackhawk  fan but the rest of my family likes 

the New York Rangers. We  are all New York Yankees fans. 
 

My Parsha is Vayikra.  In Hebrew it means “and he called” 

and refers to God’s call to Moses.  God instructs Moses on 

the various types of sacrifices, under what  circumstances 

they should be  offered, and what they should consist of.  

There are five types of sacrifices: a burnt offering, the meal 

offering, the sacrifice of well-being, the sin offering and the 

guilt offering. 
 

For my mitzvah project I am collecting and donating new and gently used baseball equipment 

for kids that are less fortunate than I am. 
 

I would like to thank all of my teachers and Rabbi Mark for helping me with my Jewish      

education and guiding me through this journey.  I would especially like to thank Morah Beth 

Julie for being a great teacher and tutor. 
 

I would also like to thank my brother, Seth, for always being a great friend.  And I would also 

like to thank my parents for all that they do and for always being there for me.   
 

Please join us in celebrating my Bar Mitzvah at Friday night services on March 31st and  

Shabbat morning services on April 1st. 

Shomrei Torah students take a new spin on 
making Mishloach Manot, food gifts to 
friends on the holiday of Purim, which will 
be held this year on March 12.  

Students at Shomrei Torah learn about Israel from 
JNF's Rebecca Adelson. 
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CONGREGATIONAL LEARNING 
Judith Kuper Jaffe 
Director of Congregational Learning 

 

Rare is the person who has the opportunity to knowingly shape the course of history. Most are happy to be 
relieved of that responsibility. From Abraham to Jonah, few are willing to carry such awesome responsibility 
on their shoulders. Yet heroes are those who rise to the challenge. 
 

Without the courage and  leadership of Rabbi Yochanan ben Zackai, Judaism may  not have survived the      
Roman conquest. He gave up Jewish claims to Jerusalem in order to rebuild Judaism from the ground up. 
Rabbi Yochanan was tormented by this decision. Uniquely amongst the Talmudic rabbis, he faced death  even 
as he had no way of knowing whether his decision would be the correct one and could not imagine the impact 
it would have.  
 

As Theodore Herzl proved in modern history, often it is chance circumstances that leads a person to be the cata-
lyst for great historical change - and one need not be ritually observant to be the agent of change.  
Purim’s Queen Esther may not have revealed her Jewish  identity to the king, but even had she chosen to, she 
may have known very little about it to reveal. Like most of the Jews in the Persian Empire, Esther seems to have 
been fairly assimilated into Persian society. Unlike our ancestors, Persian Jews used foreign names, and given 
the opportunity to return to Israel, very few did.  Esther, the most unlikely of queens, had been in power for five 
years when Haman got Achashverosh to agree to his plan to kill all the Jews. Yet, like many a successful Jewish 
politician, she was most hesitant to use her power and influence for Jewish causes, especially if it entailed some 
risk.  Esther had a tough decision to make -one most politicians utterly fail. Would she put her nation’s interest 
ahead of her own? Mordechai urged her to do so because “maybe this is why you became queen”—to be willing 
to sacrifice for your people. She was asked to risk her life for the Jewish people—something any political advisor 
would tell her is very bad strategy.  
 

Our Sages—perhaps the same ones who distanced themselves from Mordechai—did not want to make Purim a 
permanent holiday. They failed to understand that Purim ushered in a new era in Jewish history.  In this new 
world, God no longer spoke through prophets. God used ordinary folks.  
 

Fostering leadership and the strength to be an “upstander”  is fundamentally important to develop in our       
generation as well. To create an environment where our young people feel confident about their Jewish identity 
is not lost at Shomrei Torah. 
 

Hamantaschen Baking - Regular class sessions for students, parents are encouraged at specified times!!!  
RSVPs are encouraged! 
 

Sun, March 5 starts at 9:30 for Hooray for Holidays, Kindergarten,Grades 1 - 2                                
Tues, March 7 - Grades 3 - 7   
3rd/Gimmel & 4th/Daled - Israel Emissary from   
4:35 - 4:55, Hamantaschen Baking from 4:55-5:15  
5th/Hey -  Baking Hamantaschen from 4:35- 4:55, Israel Emissary from 4:55-5:15  
6th/Vav - Israel Emissary from  5:15 - 5:35, Hamantaschen Baking from 5:35 - 6:00  
7th/Zayin - Baking Hamantaschen from 5:15 -5:35, Israel Emissary from 5:35 - 6:00 
 
March 12 – Purim – Special Schedule 
 

March 14 – TAST-e and all interested teens are invited to join us when we go to Paterson’s Federation Apts. 
 

March 17 - Gimmel  leads services followed by a Shabbat dinner 
 

March 24 - Hey leads services followed by a Shabbat dinner 
 

March 16 – KADIMA (5th – 8th Grade Chocolate Seder). RSVPs expected by March 21st  
 

March 28 – Matzah Factory during Religious School 
 

Join us for Junior Congregation on March 18th  and 25th from 10:30 – noon 
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March is a very busy month for Sisterhood because…….Purim is coming! Purim is coming!  

 

Join our Annual Purim Box Fundraiser and provide Mishloach Manot to each Shomrei Torah 

family in Wayne. We are all set: the decorative Purim boxes are here, the hamantashen are   

ordered and the candy bought. All we need now is YOU! With a $54 donation, you can help 

fill our Purim boxes with lots of delicious treats. We will include your name on the greeting 

card that will be inside each box and happily deliver the boxes to Wayne residents – or your 

home – at no additional charge.  For an additional $10 per box, you can share the joy of Purim 

with family, friends and neighbors! Orders must be received by Sunday, March 5th.  Please 

send back the flyer on the next page and help make this Purim even more successful than last 

year! 

 

Mishloach Manot is a team effort! Join us at the Synagogue Monday, March 6th at 6:30pm   

for bagging and Thursday, March 9th at 6:30 pm for assembly. Most important (and the most 

FUN) is DELIVERING THE BASKETS!  We need VOLUNTEERS for Sunday, March 12, 

Purim Day, starting at 9:00 am –costumes optional! 

 

Judith Krantz is chairing this huge undertaking and can be reached  at 201.679.4681 or 

jckrantz@gmail.com to answer any questions or concerns.  Thank you once again Judy! 

 

Keep in mind that Passover is only 40 days after Purim, so now is the time to purchase Scrip. 

There are NO extra charges and the price of a gift card is its face value.   Our most popular 

venues include:  Seasons, Kosher Nosh, Shoprite, Fairway, Stop and Shop, Panera, Dunkin’ 

Donuts, Starbucks and many others. Purchasing Scrip makes it so easy to shop and support 

Shomrei Torah at the same time!  What could be so bad? Please contact Marcy Marcus at    

201-396-6660, Phyllis Staloff at 973-495-0865, Roby Weiner at 973-595-5393 OR the     

Synagogue office for your purchase.   

 

Finally, when you stop by the Synagogue, be sure to check out our Gift Shop. LeeAnn Beck, 

our wonderful shopkeeper, is usually available on Sunday mornings to take orders or to guide 

you in purchasing that perfect gift.  

 

Linda Gaba 

Sisterhood President 

 

mailto:jckrantz@gmail.com
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Amazon will donate 0.5% 
of the price of your eligible                             
AmazonSmile purchases 
to Wayne Conservative 
Jewish Congregation 
whenever you shop on              

AmazonSmile. 

AmazonSmile is the same                
Amazon you know.                                  

Husband of Gloria Millan 
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FOR SALE  BY SHOMREI TORAH 

  
TWO INDOOR BURIAL CRYPTS AT 

"ABRAHAM & SARAH"  
  

Adjacent units, level two on the                
 first floor of building #1 

  
Contact Alan Feldman 

973-248-0990 

tel:973-248-0990
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SHOMREI TORAH                  
GRATEFULLY                              

ACKNOWLEDGES THE FOLLOWING  
CONTRIBUTIONS. 

 

THANK YOU FOR CARING 

 

SISTERHOOD GOLDEN CARDS 

IN HONOR OF 

 

EVA BRUNWASSER 

BAT MITZVAH 

Synagogue Board & Affiliates 

 

LAURIE NAHUM & RICK 

KRIEGER 

GRANDSON’S BIRTH 

Rhita & Steve Gastwirth 

Marlene & Bruce Seidman 

 

RABBI & DASSY MARK 

GRANDDAUGHTER’S BIRTH 

Maxine & Barry Berger 

Rhita & Steve Gastwirth 

Elaine & Sy Schlossberg 

Noal & Jayne Solomon 

Cindy & Alan Merker 

 

ROZ & ED SERADZKY 

GRANDDAUGHTER’S BIRTH 

Rhita & Steve Gastwirth 

Laura & Marty Siegel 

Jill & Steve Landau 

Terri & Oscar Reicher 

Karen & Rich Weiss 

Marcy & Dave Marcus 

 

ELAINE & SY SCHLOSSBERG 

GRANDCHILDREN’S                             

B’NAI MITZVAH 

Laura & Marty Siegel 

 

ANITA & STUART SKOLNICK 

GRANDSON’S BIRTH 

Karen & Rich Weiss 

 

MR. & MRS. A. LICHTENBERG 

65th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

Sue & Barry Mirsky 

Elaine & Sy Schlossberg 

 

MARGO & SETH BADER 

GRANDDAUGHTER’S BIRTH 

Karen & Rich Weiss 

 

STEVE GASTWIRTH 

“MAN OF THE YEAR” 

Karen & Rich Weiss 

 

JUDY & JAY WEIL 

GRANDDAUGHTER’S BIRTH 

Karen & Rich Weiss 

 

ROBYN & RICHARD WEISS 

GRANDDAUGHTER’S BIRTH 

Barbara & Kevin Scott 

 

ANNETTE & MARK TAFFET 

GRANDDAUGHTER’S BIRTH 

Barbara & Kevin Scott 

 

JON & ALICIA HELLER 

NOAH’S BAR MITZVAH 

Elaine & Sy Schlossberg 

 

LEE & PAULA SHAIMAN 

DAVID’S MARRIAGE 

Barbara & Kevin Scott 

 

SISTERHOOD GOLDEN CARDS 

IN MEMORY OF 

 

ANITA GASTWIRTH 

MOTHER OF STEVE GASTWIRTH 

Tova & Zev Friede 

Michael & Eric Greenblatt 

Jill & Steve Landau 

Karen & Rich Weiss 

Marcy & Dave Marcus 

Diane & Rich Seltzer 

Marlene & Bruce Seidman 

 

JEAN DODDS 

MOTHER OF DAVID DODDS 

Karen & Rich Weiss 

 

MOTHER OF MARK SHPUNGIN 

Karen & Rich Weiss 

 

BROTHER OF DEBBIE PINKAS 

Marcy & Dave Marcus 

 

MOTHER OF SHEILA NEWMAN 

Terri & Oscar Reicher 

 

LILLIAN & THEODORE JUNGREIS 

Sue  & Barry Mirsky 

 

FATHER OF                                  

MARLENE KORNGOLD 

Marlene & Bruce Seidman 

EDITH BODNAR 

MOTHER OF ANITA SKOLNICK 

Karen & Rich Weiss 

 

JACK COHEN 

FATHER OF JACKIE HELFAND 

Karen & Rich Weiss 

 

SISTERHOOD GIFT FUND 

IN MEMORY OF 

 

ANITA GASTWIRTH 

MOTHER OF STEVE GASTWIRTH 

Ellen & Stanley Bernstein 

 

IN HONOR OF 

 

RABBI & DASSY MARK 

GRANDDAUGHTER’S BIRTH 

Ellen & Stanley Bernstein 

 

PAULA & LEE SHAIMAN 

SON’S RECENT MARRIAGE 

Ellen & Stanley Bernstein 

 

SPEEDY RECOVERY 
 

ELLEN ROSEN 

Maxine & Barry Berger 

 

MARTHA YOUNG 

Maxine & Barry Berger 

 

LANDSCAPING FUND 

 

IN HONOR OF 

 

ESHAI & DANIELLE GORSHEIN 

NEW SHOMREI TORAH                    

MEMBERS 

Harvey & Naomi Miller 

 

RABBI & DASSY MARK 

BIRTH OF GRANDDAUGHTER 

Harvey & Naomi Miller 
 
 

MACHZORS 

 

IN HONOR OF 
 

MARCY MARCUS 

BAT MITZVAH ANNIVERSARY 

Gail & David Dodds 
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RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

IN HONOR OF 

 

RABBI & DASSY MARK 

BIRTH OF GRANDDAUGHTER 

Ray & Rhoda Fishler 

 

YOUTH FUND 

IN MEMORY OF 

 

ANITA GASTWIRTH 

MOTHER OF STEVE GASTWIRTH 

Rosemary & James Moreno 

 

IN HONOR OF 

 

ERIC PARNESS 

BAR MITZVAH 

Sylvia Scheer 

 

RABBI & DASSY MARK 

BIRTH OF GRANDDAUGHTER 

Mady & Larry Fechner 

Rimma Markhasin 

 

YAHRZEIT FUND 

 

PHYLISS MARK 

Mother of Rabbi Randall Mark 

 

ANNE EISENSTEIN 

Mother of Elliot Eisenstein 

 

BARNEY SIEGEL 

Father of Marty Siegel 

 

ABRAHAM SIEGEL 

Grandfather of  Marty Siegel 

 

PFC SOLOMON MOSER 

Friend of Marty Siegel 

 

SAMUEL RUBINSTEIN 

Husband of Ellen Rubinstein 

 

BETTY WEIS 

Great Aunt of Eric Weis 

 

JEROME WEIS 

Grandfather of Eric Weis 

 

MORRIS FEIER 

Great Grandfather of Eric Weis 

 

 

 
DAVID ROCHMAN 

Son of Barbara Rochman 

Brother of Diane Seltzer 

 

LUCILE WEISS 

Mother of Richard Weiss 

 

IRVING LANGFELDER 

Father of Stephen Langfelder 

 

JOSEPH STEINBERG 

Father of Margo Bader 

 

PAULINE GREENBERG 

Mother of Arthur Greenberg 

 

JASON DODDS 

Son of Gail & David Dodds 

 

ABRHAM M. RITTENBERG 

Grandfather of Carol Rittenberg 

 

MARY KAPLAN RITTENBERG 

Mother of Carol Rittenberg 

 

EVA BALDERMAN 

Mother of Monique Wasserstrum 

 

BRIAN KWIAT 

Son of Steven & Gail Kwiat 

 

SAUL GURITZKY 

Father of Nathanya Simon 

 

LOUIS SHEYDWASSER 

Father of Frank  Sheydwasser 

 

REGINA SHEYDWASSER 

Mother of Frank Sheydwasser 

 

ARNOLD SHEYDWASSER 

Brother of Frank Sheydwasser 

 

ESTHER HIRSCHBERG 

Mother of George Hirschberg 

 

 

FRANK TOBIN MITZVAH FUND 

IN MEMORY OF 

 

FATHER OF KEIRA LOMBARDO 

Elaine & Ken Tobin 

 

IN HONOR OF 

 

GERRY FRIEDMAN’S                             

65th BIRTHDAY 

Elaine & Ken Tobin 

 

SHOMREI TORAH FUND 

 

IN MEMORY OF 
 

ANITA GASTWIRTH 

MOTHER OF STEVE GASTWIRTH 

Carol & Paul Newman 

 

SOL SCHWARTZBARD 

Elliot Eisenstein 

Ray & Rhoda FIshler 

Elaine & Sy Schlossberg 

Barry & Sue Mirsky 

Muriel Levitt & Family 

 

CHAPMAN FAMILY FATHER 

Lee & Sy Rothenberg 

 

IN HONOR OF 

 

EVA BRUNWASSER 

BAT MITZVAH 

Sharon & Arthur Sanders 

 

BEN PITTEL                                        

YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP 

 

IN HONOR OF 

NOAH HELLER 

BAR MITZVAH 

Sid & Caroline Blecherman 

 

RABBI & DASSY MARK 

BIRTH OF GRANDDAUGHTER 

Marisa & Rob Smith 
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