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From the Bima 
 

Last month was very difficult for the Jewish community.  The issue 

of acceptance or lack thereof for the GLBT community within the 

larger Jewish community came to the forefront with the Jewish 

Standard‘s decision to run a same-sex marriage announcement. 

They then apologized for having done so and stated that they would 

not do so again.  What‘s more, during this same time, a half-dozen 

young people committed suicide after being bullied in relation to 

issues of homosexuality.  The issue is not homosexuality, the issue is civility.   

 

The Torah is clear that each person is created B’tzelem Elohim, in the Image of God. That 

being said, each of us is holy and should be treated as such.  Whether we agree or disagree 

with someone, we have to remember to treat them with dignity.  Disagreeing is OK, 

vilifying is not. Picking on someone is not acceptable.  It is a message that we have to 

both internalize and transmit to our children.  

 

The most important lesson we can teach is mentschlichkeit; we want every student that 

steps foot into our classrooms to learn to be a mentsch, to learn to treat others with 

respect.   It is my most fervent hope that we can model this behavior as well.  It is not 

easy to vehemently disagree with someone and not let those feelings spill over into how 

we feel about the person, but that is the challenge that we all face.  We live in an age 

where attack ads are commonplace and we have to remember the Torah phrase ―v’ahavta 

lireyacha kamocha” – love your neighbor as yourself - to guide ourselves to proper 

behavior.  May we all be blessed with positive interactions and loving friends to support 

us. 

 

Rabbi Randall Mark 

 

 

NOTE TO PARENTS!   

 
Your kids can perform two songs with Joshua Nelson & his Kosher Gospel Singers and 

Band on Sunday, November 21 at the Y.  Children selected will receive free tickets to the 

concert and are invited (along with their parents) to meet Joshua Nelson at the Sponsor‘s 

Reception following the show.  Naomi Miller will teach the children the songs at up to 3 

rehearsals.  Since we can only accommodate a limited number of children, please sign up 

fast.  Kids do not have to have great voices.  They do have to like having fun and 

performing on stage!  Contact Naomi at NaomiSings@aol.com or to get more details and 

the permission slip needed to register, check out Shomrei Torah‘s website. 
 

mailto:NaomiSings@aol.com
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President’s Message    

 
LET‘S TALK 

 

Talking to one another is a great 

way to form a connection. It is 

difficult to start a conversation 

with someone, especially if the 

topic is sensitive or difficult. 

However, instead of talking you 

can try listening. Really listening 

to how others feel can help get complicated 

conversations started. 

 

According to Jane Herman, ―Don‘t underestimate the 

gift you give someone when you give him or her your 

focused attention. For communication to occur, it 

requires more than two people talking – it requires 

mutual listening, hearing and understanding. Listening 

gives you the opportunity to grow and learn about the 

other person and yourself.‖ 

 

Can we learn to be good listeners and make it safe to 

talk about difficult topics? The Keruv committee has the 

answer for you. The Keruv committee focuses on 

reaching out and supporting those in interfaith 

relationships. Intermarriage touches all of us. Listening 

is very important when part of an interfaith relationship. 

There is a need for parents and children to learn to talk 

and listen to each other about sensitive subjects when 

involved in an interfaith family. How can we be a part 

of their life when some topics are not discussed? What 

can we do? 

 

The Keruv committee is sponsoring a program called 

“And how do we talk about it?” This wonderful 

program, on Sunday, November, 14th at 10:30 am, will 

focus on helping us to communicate better with those 

we care about in interfaith relationships. The program 

will start with a movie clip and discussion followed by a 

communication skills workshop to help you learn how 

to talk and how to listen to those you love. 

 

I want to thank Fern Weis, our Keruv Chair, and the 

Keruv Committee for putting this program together. I 

hope you will be able to join us. 

 

 

With gratitude, 

Sheryl Sarin 

sherylsar@aol.com 

 

Introducing a new  

monthly feature,    

―Have U Heard . . . ‖ 
Watching the news and reading the newspaper can be 

pretty depressing these days – along with a recession 

comes a lot of bad news.  But we shouldn‘t lose sight of 

the fact that even in these difficult times, there is still 

much to celebrate.  In fact, savoring our good news is 

now more important than ever.   So, starting next month, 

we are going to add a new feature to the L‘Chaim – a 

―Have You Heard . . .‖ column where our members can 

share all their blessings and success. 

 

So here it is, your chance to shamelessly ―kvell‖ to the 

entire Shomrei Torah community.    Did your son get 

straight A‘s this marking period?  Is there a new 

grandchild in your life?  Did you pass the Bar exam?  

Did your daughter‘s soccer team make it to the 

Championships?  Did your grandson ace his Haftorah?  

Have you finally booked that trip to Israel you‘ve 

always dreamed about?  Are you celebrating a special 

anniversary?   Are you buying a new home?  Have you 

finally finished your dissertation?  Did the Cablevision 

guy show up on time?   Please share your good news 

with us so we can all share in your joy.  

 

Please send your submissions for the ―Have U Heard‖ 

column, by email, to 

haveUheard@shomreitorahwcc.org                       
by the 15th of each month to be included in the 

following month‘s L‘Chaim. We look forward to 

hearing about your good news. 

 

 

 

 

      

 Gala Honorees  

        

 
 
 
 

mailto:haveUheard@shomreitorahwcc.org
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Volunteer of the Month for November   

 
.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Judy Weil 
Spirit and passion are two words that describe our 

Volunteer of the Month, Judy Weil.  Her spirit lies in the 

passion she has for HER shul, Shomrei Torah.  The 

Talmud says that God looks into our hearts before He 

looks into our minds.  And Judy's heart is consumed with 

passion for the Shul that she loves. The proof is in the 

pudding as she has held a multitude of offices with great 

effort, endurance and ingenuity.  She has shown her 

courage by speaking up in the face of her strong 

beliefs.  There is a Hasidic saying that when passion 

burns within you, it was given to you for good 

purpose. Judy is dedicated to that which she feels is in the 

best interest of Shomrei Torah.  

  

To list just a few of Judy's accomplishments, starting in 

1987 she served on the executive board, first as 

Recording Secretary and moving through the ranks until 

1998 - 2002, when she held the office of President.  She 

continues to be an active Past President and active 

Sisterhood member.  She can be seen weekly at Shabbat 

services. She is a Life Member and Past President of the 

Albert Einstein Chapter of B‘nai Brith Women/JWI, a 

Life Member of Hadassah, a Melton Graduate and 

Executive Director of the Summit Jewish Community 

Center. In her spare time, she loves spending time with 

her family and friends, she participates in the Sisterhood 

Book Club, is an avid reader and when she has a free hour 

in her schedule she likes to work out at the YM-YWHA. 

  

On a personal note, Judy and Jay are proud of their sons, 

Gregory, 24, the Personal Training Manager at Xtreme 

Fitness in NYC and Matthew, 26, a Research Program 

Specialist at the U.S. Election Assistance 

Commission.  On November 13th they will celebrate a 

new addition to their family with the marriage of 

Matthew to Allison Bratt, a Hebrew Day School Teacher 

in Washington, D.C. 

  

When asked what she envisions for the future of Shomrei 

Torah, Judy responded with, "I would like us to come 

together more often for fun and for learning. Right now I 

feel we are slightly fractured and I want to see us return to 

the one large unified community we‘ve been in the past.  

This is MY shul.  I believe in it. We will endure. We will 

survive. We have a future." 

 Please join us for a special Shabbat 
dinner to welcome Shomrei Torah’s 
newest members: 

 

Joan &Leon Gottlieb 
Ilissa & Howard Hook 

Veronique and Raphael 
Kleinmann 

Shelley Lewin 
Judy Lewis 

Meredith & Thomas Spilker 
Ana Maria & Shimon Suissa 

Linda Weber &Robert Shuster 
 

Dinner will be served at 6:30,  
followed by services at 8:00.  

Friday, November 19th  

▪ Kindly RSVP for the dinner by Nov. 16 to the office at 
973-696-2500 or office@shomreitorahwcc.org.  

Cost: $13.00 per adult, $7.00 per child (6-12 years). 
Maximum $36.00 per family. 

mailto:office@shomreitorahwcc.org
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Well, it‘s that time of the year again! The Holidays are 

over and September flew by. Before you know it, it will 

be December and Chanukah will be upon us. This year, as 

part of our annual school wide Chanukah program, the 

Religious School has partnered with the Membership 

Committee, Sisterhood and Men‘s Club to sponsor a very 

important program called The Town That Fought Hate. 

There have been so many bias acts in our area as of late 

that a program like this can really bring our whole 

Shomrei Torah family together, young and old alike, 

during this festive time of Chanukah. It is important that 

every child in our Religious School, from Sunday School 

through High School, attend this program and have a 

parent attend with them. We need to show our children 

how much we value tolerance. In the Torah, many of the 

613 mitzvoth talk to us about how we are supposed to 

treat one another. We, at Congregation Shomrei Torah, 

have come together to bring this program to all of our 

members and perspective members as well. This is a 

fabulous must see program for all. Please make every 

effort to attend. 

 

I would like to remind everyone that we will be selling 

snacks and water every Tuesday as a service to our 

students who come from school hungry and as a small 

fundraiser for our school. This year, our parent volunteers 

will be having snacks other than bagels available for 

purchase. Both the snacks and the water will be $1.00. 

 

Also, please make sure to attend Shabbat and Friday night 

services. Morah Etty and Rabbi Mark will be taking 

attendance in both Junior Congregation and in the regular 

service. We are no longer using the coupon system; many 

people were forgetting their coupons and we were taking 

attendance anyway. We have a great Carvel ice cream  

party at the end of the year for all those students that have 

fulfilled their requirements. Those students that go over 

and above and attend 18 services will be a part of Rabbi 

Mark‘s Chai Club and receive some great gift certificates 

as well! 

 

B‘shalom, 

Karen Weiss 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us for the 

Annual Wayne Clergy Fellowship  

Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 
 

Tuesday, November 23rd  

7:30 PM  

 Temple Beth Tikvah 

Father Michael Lombardo,  

co-President of the WCF will give  

this year‘s Thanksgiving Message 
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Andy Simon has been destined to be Shomrei Torah‘s Man 

of the Year since the age of 4.  That‘s how old he was 

when his parents, Len and Barbara Simon, became 

founding members of Shomrei Torah, then known as the 

Wayne Conservative Congregation.  Both his parents have 

served in many positions over the years, but it was Len 

who took his son Andy along when he plowed the parking 

lot, moved the sliding walls, set up for the High Holidays 

and catered affairs from the kitchen he designed for the 

shul.  Soon Andy was doing all of those things on his own.   

Several years ago Len was named the Men‘s Club‘s Man 

of the Year. This year it is Andy‘s well-deserved turn.  

Now it is Andy who works tirelessly to get the synagogue 

in shape for the High Holidays and who whips up the 

greatest BBQs for Shabbat Under the Stars or Lag B‘Omer.  

One can always find Andy ushering at High Holiday 

services or attending Men's Club meetings and events.  

Several years ago he joined the Executive Board as Vice 

President in charge of Ritual, Youth and Education, but 

despite all the time it took to work with those committees, 

he always find additional time to help with the technical 

needs of the shul.  He continues to serve on the Executive 

Board as Communications Secretary and has re-vamped 

how information is distributed to the members with 

beautifully designed and innovative weekly email blasts.  

Along with Lior Gotian and Lisa Cohn, he helped redesign 

and input information into the synagogue‘s new website 

and continues to do so.  He inaugurated and manages the 

shul‘s Facebook page and his newly designed Lead Sheets 

and Seating Charts for this year‘s High Holidays were 

extremely helpful to the Rabbi, bimah officers, and ushers. 

After working in management for Radio Shack and a solar 

energy company for many years, Andy became a stay-at-

home Dad to Jack, age 6, Matthew, 3 ½, and Megan, 1 ½.  

We know that his children and his wife, Nancy, are 

extremely proud of Andy, as are the members of Shomrei 

Torah, particularly those who remember the little boy 

shoveling the snow!  And, of course his parents, Len and 

Barbara, will certainly be schepping naches at the dinner to 

be held in Andy‘s honor on Wednesday, November 10 at 

6:00 pm.  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.  

Andy Simon 
―Man of the Year‖ 

 

  Best Wishes  
to 

Andy Simon 
 Man Of The Year 

  
On this well-deserved 

honor and to his  
wonderful, loving, 

supportive family.   
Fondly,  

"Doc" & Elaine 
 Schlossberg 
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Mazel Tov 

Andy Simon 
Man Of the Year 

Thank you for  
all that you 

do for Shomrei Torah. 
Love from all of  

The Mirskys 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Men‘s Club is pleased to announce that it has chosen 

Justin Ort as its 2010 Youth of the Year.  Justin, the son of 

Roberta and Jeff Ort, is always willing to give to his 

community and Shomrei Torah.  He acts as a tutor/mentor to 

students in the Hebrew School, periodically leads Shabbat 

morning services and/or reads Torah and Haftarah, 

volunteers to work in the synagogue office and at the annual 

Purim Carnival, worked with the Midnight Run Project for 

the Homeless and played sax at Shomrei‘s Friday Nite Live 

Shabbat.  He currently attends Shomrei Torah‘s Hebrew 

High School. 

Justin is an 11th grade student at Wayne Hills High School, 

where he plays tenor sax in the Marching Band and fences 

with the Varsity Team.  During the winter, he works as a ski 

instructor; during the spring, he‘s an assistant coach for PAL 

Lacrosse; during the summer, he‘s a ropes specialist at Camp 

Veritans.  He hopes to go to college and study aerospace 

engineering. 

Justin will be honored in an Ad Journal and at a dinner to be 

held on Wednesday, November 10 at 6:00 pm in Springfield, 

NJ.  For more information contact Stuart Millstein at 

stumil27@optonline.net 
 

 

The Shomrei Torah family  
is proud of our honorees. 

Congratulations, 

Andy and Justin! 

Justin Ort 
―Youth of the Year‖ 

mailto:stumil27@optonline.net
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Alice’s Shul Adventures: Welcome or 

Unwelcome? 

 

IMPORTANT information for our Staff, 

Officers, Board, Shabbat Regulars, 

Welcoming Ushers, Membership 

Committee, Minyanaires, Ritual 

Committee, and All ST Members 
 

 

This may be a bit of a stretch, but walking into an 

unfamiliar synagogue—especially for someone who‘s 

entered very few synagogues in the last few decades—

reminds me of my first day of junior high school.  

Everybody else knows each other. They know where the 

restrooms are, how the schedule works, and what to avoid 

in the cafeteria line. They‘re in a familiar environment; 

they‘ve got their friends; and they feel at home.  

 

I realize that my recent visits probably don‘t 

capture the real personalities of the synagogues I attended 

over the summer.  ―Shul shopping‖ in the summer is akin 

to seeing a hit Broadway show in an off season—the 

crowds are smaller; many of the stars aren‘t there; the 

routines are sometimes suspended or modified. 

 

Even so, I‘ve learned a great deal during my 

summer visits.  One important question I ask about each 

place I visit:  do I feel welcome or unwelcome?  So many 

details contribute to the vibe I get. 

 

For example one synagogue‘s front entrance left 

me with a first impression that I‘m sure wasn‘t what they 

intended.  Instead of displaying its name, an inspiring 

phrase, or a seasonal message over the lovely front 

entrance, the synagogue hung a huge banner reminding 

everyone to buy scrip.  As a visitor and potential member 

of the synagogue community, I found this a jarring and off-

putting introduction.  I‘m not even inside the front door 

and you‘re already haranguing me to buy something?  

Where‘s the spirituality?  Where‘s the inspiring message? 

 

Just entering a synagogue can be daunting.  What 

if I can‘t find the sanctuary?  If there‘s more than one 

sanctuary, how will I know where to go?  Will I know 

which is the right prayer book?  There are so many things 

regulars take for granted that newbies like me find 

unnerving—and that‘s even before we get to the service 

itself.  

 

Fortunately, three synagogues we (my husband has  

been joining me in this adventure) visited had greeters near 

the front entrance.  Two were friendly, wishing us a good 

Shabbas and handing us books and materials for the 

service.  The third greeter clearly wished she were 

anywhere else.  She made no eye contact, barely said hello, 

and shoved the handout in our general direction.  To be 

fair, everyone else she greeted received the same treatment.  

Still, it didn‘t make us feel glad we‘d chosen that 

synagogue, or eager to return. 

 

Of course, the most important element in feeling 

welcomed is the human factor.  For me, a feeling of 

community is a crucially important component of the 

synagogue experience.  Only in two synagogues did 

anyone other than a greeter speak to us.  On one occasion, I 

was attending services alone.  As soon as I was seated, the 

rabbi walked over to introduce himself. He shook my hand, 

and asked my name, told me he was delighted to meet me, 

and asked what had brought me to the synagogue.  We 

chatted, and I felt very welcomed.  When I returned with 

my husband a few weeks later, the rabbi remembered me 

and greeted us both.    

 

Unfortunately, no one else in the congregation 

seemed as friendly as the rabbi.  People were pleasant, but 

they were ensconced in their own social groups and didn‘t 

seem eager to include people they didn‘t already know. 

(Didn‘t I say earlier how much this reminded me of junior 

high school?  Clearly the intervening decades haven‘t 

resolved my basic discomfort with not fitting in.)  

 

One of the most unwelcoming experiences we had 

was at a different synagogue.  The rabbi was unexpectedly 

ill that evening.  The cantor, organist, and two regular 

congregants gathered up front to discuss how to present the 

service.  We were a small group—just 12 of us. Someone 

finally suggested we pull our seats into a semi-circle.  The 

service began. I realized that we had no siddur and I wasn‘t 

sure where to find one.  I vaguely recalled seeing a filled 

bookcase in the entry hall, so I got up and headed for the 

hallway.  A young woman followed me; she was visiting, 

too, and was as lost as I.  Happily, I was able to find the 

right books and we went back into the service.  Still, it 

struck me as odd that the eight regulars in the room didn‘t 

seem to notice that the remaining four of us were total 

strangers and fairly clueless.   

Unwelcoming with a capital U! 
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I‘m happy to say that we had an experience that was as 

welcoming as the last one was unwelcoming.  I had chosen 

a small synagogue almost on a whim.  The initial omens 

were not promising: its website had posted the wrong start 

time (probably from winter), so we waited for more than an 

hour before services began.  The place was almost empty 

when we entered and very, very dark. Only one room was 

illuminated—a small sanctuary by the front door.  A 

woman poked her head out, seemed a bit surprised to see 

us, but greeted us in a friendly way and invited us in. She 

assured us that there would be a service, but mentioned that 

the rabbi was just recovering from surgery so it would 

probably be a less formal service than usual.  

 

Others began arriving, and everyone expressed 

delight at meeting us.  People came up to welcome us and 

ask how we had found their synagogue.  As they 

exchanged greetings and news among themselves, they 

would turn to us and explain the context of their 

conversations. Each one wanted to tell us how he or she 

had discovered the rabbi or the synagogue, and how much 

they enjoyed being together.  Their sense of community 

was infectious, and their warmth enveloped us. 

 

Indeed, it did seem to be an unusual service, led 

with great charm and humility by a senior congregant. It 

was a service that glowed with happiness and appreciation.  

I was taken aback when the leader asked us to come up 

front and say Kiddush.  At first I demurred, but the group 

waved me up to the front. It would have been rude to 

decline such a sweetly offered honor.  They smiled 

encouragingly as I recited the blessing and seemed so 

pleased that I had participated. 

 

My husband and I both floated home on a cloud of 

goodwill and warm invitations to return.  Will we go back?  

You can be sure we will.  I‘m eager to meet the rabbi who 

generates such openness and community feeling in his 

congregation. 

 

Welcome or unwelcome? Feeling welcome won‘t 

necessarily convince me to join a synagogue or group, but 

it‘s a very important first step.  Feeling unwelcome will 

pretty much guarantee that I‘ll never come back.  And 

that‘s a shame, because that synagogue may have so much 

to offer that I‘ll never discover. 

 

Reprinted with permission from Shul Biz, a publication of 

the Synagogue Leadership Institute of the UJA Federation 

of Northern New Jersey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Did you buy your ticket yet?!” 
Shomrei Torah – The Wayne Conservative Congregation, 

Temple Beth Tikvah, and the YM-YWHA of North Jersey 

join together to present a rousing community-wide pre-

Chanukah celebration starring Joshua Nelson and his 

Kosher Gospel Singers and Band on Sunday, November 21 

at 3:00 pm at the Y located at One Pike Drive in Wayne. 

 

ENTERTAINMENT 2010-2011  
  BOOKS ARE HERE 

 50% OFF DISCOUNTS 
 2 For 1 Offers For  
RESTAURANTS. 

 THOUSANDS OF GREAT  
SAVINGS,  DISCOUNT MOVIE TICKETS, 

DISCOUNT TRAVEL COUPONS AND 
MUCH, MUCH MORE! 

THE BOOK COVERS NORTHERN NJ  
FEATURING BERGEN, PASSAIC & the 

HUDSON COUNTY AREA  
BOOKS ARE SELLING QUICKLY!! 

 PURCHASE YOUR BOOKS AT THE 
SYNAGOGUE OFFICE OR CALL 

RONNIE BRASS @973-694-8038   
EACH BOOK COSTS $35.00 
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On Monday, October 4th, Sisterhood held its annual Paid Up Membership Event.  It 

was a lovely evening and the official kick off of another exciting year for Sisterhood.  

In addition to the delicious dinner (thank you Elyce!) we all enjoyed Jane Porges‘s 

presentation on Yoga and Judaism – weaving your fabric of cultural and spiritual 

history into daily practice.   Renee, Carol, and Elyce – thank you for all your help 

with this event and a big thank you to all the women who participated in the event.   

 

For the month of November, Sisterhood will be saluting our veterans by displaying 

photos of those who have served in the Armed Forces. Thank you so much to Carol 

Fertig and Betty Singer for initiating as well as coordinating this event. Please be sure 

to see the montage they made of our loved ones who have served in the armed forces. It will be on display for the month 

of November and we thank Carol and Betty for the heart and soul that they put into this project. 

 

We are so excited about this year‘s Sisterhood Fashion Show.  If you haven‘t RSVP‘ed yet, do so now, you will not 

want to miss out on this event!  Phyllis Staloff and Sue Berk have been planning this night of fabulous fashion and 

delicious desserts to be held on Wednesday, November 10th at Shomrei Torah. They have invited Déjà Vu, a 

consignment boutique from Pompton Lakes, to have their fabulous fashions modeled by our very own Sisterhood 

members. It is going to be a great night and we hope to see you there! 

 

A special note of thanks to a few dedicated Sisterhood volunteers. First, thank you to Arlene Sklar for again purchasing 

the apples and candy bars for Simchat Torah. Also, many thanks to Ronnie Brass for again selling Entertainment Books 

and organizing the trip to the The Museum / Synagogue at Eldridge Street.  Thank you again for the time that you give 

to Sisterhood.  

 

Renee Lesser (and company!) will be selling SCRIP on Sundays, November 14th and 21st.  SCRIP is the perfect way to 

support Shomrei Torah by purchasing gift cards to supermarkets, stores, restaurants, over 50 retailers and even hotels.  If 

you would like more information about SCRIP, you can contact Renee at RTL18@aol.com or 973-628-4988. Hanukkah 

is just around the corner and gift cards are a great idea to consider. On the subject of Hanukkah, Lee Ann Beck has many 

beautiful Judaic gifts to purchase for Hanukkah. She is at the synagogue most Sundays and can be reached at 973-628-

1388. Both Lee Ann and Renee put in so many hours of their time to help Sisterhood and again we are so grateful for all 

that they do! 

In the theme of giving thanks, we wish you and your families a Happy Thanksgiving.                  

 

 

Karen Weiss and Janet Simon 

Sisterhood Co-Presidents 
 
 
  

Sisterhood will be selling gift cards  

in the Lobby on  

Sundays 

 November 14th and 21th 

December 5th, 12th and 19th 
   

mailto:RTL18@aol.com
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WHAT’S HAPPENING WITH 

STRATEGIC PLANNING? 

 

The Third Year Strategic Planning Team, 

under the guidance of Judy Beck of the 

Synagogue Leadership Initiative (SLI) of 

UJA Federation of Northern NJ, is now 

underway.  As required by SLI guidelines 

(and as occurred from Year 1 to Year 2), 

the composition of the Team has again 

changed, but still includes Shomrei Torah 

members with varying backgrounds, ages, 

years of membership, and involvement in 

Shomrei Torah affairs.  Members of the 

Year 3 Team now been assigned their 

roles and are busy implementing them. 

The current members of Team 3 and their assigned roles are:  

Diane Albalah, Finance Liaison; Jeff Appel, Leadership 

Team; Darlene Berman, Education Committee Liaison; 

Steve Cooper, Team Co-Captain; Mady Fechner, Gorilla 

Chart Keeper; Leslie Fishgrund, Education Committee 

Liaison; Mark Jalowicz, Youth Committee Liaison; Piadad 

Kiguelman, Event Tracker; Andy Lieb, Team Co-Captain; 

Rabbi Mark, Leadership Team; Harvey Miller, 

Congregation Communications; Randy Reiser, Membership 

Committee Liaison; Steve Reisman, Leadership 

Development Liaison; Carol Pomeranc, Youth Committee 

Liaison; Elaine Schlossberg, Ritual Committee Liaison; 

Frank Sheydwasser, Fundraising/Finance Liaison; Sheryl 

Sarin, Leadership Team.; Phyllis Staloff, Membership 

Committee Liaison; Damaris M. Solomon, Minute Taker. 

At the October meeting, several other Officers/Committee 

Chairs attended to get acquainted with the goals of Year 3:  

Karen Chilowicz, Membership Committee Chair; Cindy 

Merker, Koach Committee Chair; Roberta Ort, Ritual, 

Education & Youth VP; and Andy Simon, Communications 

Secretary. 

After discussions, both in small groups and as a single 

group, the Team selected primary goals for the 2010-11 

year:  

LEADERSHIP:  create a Leadership Development 

Committee and establish a Leadership Training Program 

MEMBERSHIP:  expand the numbers serving on the 

Membership Committee so that we have contacts in a 

variety of places within the community and have enough 

people to carry out all of our ideas; create a formal 

Marketing Plan; improve communications between 

Synagogue Office and Membership Committee; continue to  

 

identify prospective members; promote programming to 

attract non members; retain current members by 

strengthening ties to the synagogue. 

YOUTH:  increase participation in Kadima/USY by 50%; 

strengthen relationship with our BBYO teens. 

EDUCATION:  increase numbers in Dalet class; increase 

Hebrew High graduation rate to no less than 50% of each 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah class. 

RITUAL:  develop and implement plan to increase minyan 

attendance so that we have a minyan at 100% of scheduled 

services.  

EDUCATION & RITUAL:  work together to develop 

programming to encourage post Bar/Bat Mitzvah teens to 

attend/participate in services and read Torah.   

KOACH:  increase participation on committee and increase 

number of college students registered. 

FINANCE:  eliminate budget deficit; better communication 

of financial status to congregation 

FUNDRAISING:  establish Committee, not only chairs for 

individual events; clear and documented fundraising budget 

and sources; begin plan to establish Endowment Fund. 

There is no question that the biggest challenge facing us is 

getting the help of more people.  Every Committee needs 

volunteers.  Don‘t know which Committee needs you the 

most?  Don‘t know who to call to volunteer?  Contact 

Harvey Miller at 201-525-6230 or 

HMiller@ColeSchotz.com and he will direct you to the 

appropriate person. 

If we all work together we can make it happen! 

mailto:HMiller@ColeSchotz.com
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Sarah 
 

Hi, my name is Sarah.  I am in the 7th grade at Anthony 

Wayne Middle School. Some things that I enjoy doing are 

basketball, hanging with my friends, skiing and going to the 

beach with my family.  I will become a Bat Mitzvah on 

November 13, 2010. 

My parsha is Vayetze.  It tells the story of Jacob, grandson 

of Avraham.  He dreams one night of a ladder leading up to 

heaven with angels climbing up and down. Jacob‘s ladder 

signifies that God is always with  Jacob and is always with 

us.  After the dream, God changed Jacob‘s name to ‗Israel.‘  

Jacob had 12 sons who later became the 12 tribes of ‗Israel.‘ 

I want to thank: Rabbi Mark for all of his support and help;  

my tutor Danny Fishbane for all his hard work and  

motivation - I appreciate his commitment to helping make 

my bat mitzvah special;  my parents for always supporting 

and loving me with everything I do and also my sister,  

Rachel, for loving me and listening to the countless hours of 

practice. 

Please join us for my special day on November 13, 2010. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jared  
 

My name is Jared and I will be called to the Torah as a Bar 

Mitzvah on November 20th.  I am a seventh grade high 

honor roll student at Anthony Wayne Middle School.  I 

enjoy playing basketball, baseball, and soccer.  I also like 

running, video games, Cedar Lake Camp and being with my 

friends. 

 

My parsha is Vayishlach.  It describes how Jacob felt guilty 

for stealing his older brother Esau‘s blessing from their 

father 20 years before.  He sends messengers with presents 

asking for forgiveness.  His messenger returns with Esau‘s 

warning that he is coming with many men to find and kill 

Jacob.  Jacob goes to great measures to protect his family 

but does not hide himself to avoid death.  When Esau and 

Jacob meet up, Esau is alone and does not try to kill Jacob.  

Instead, Jacob is forgiven. 

 

For my Bar Mitzvah project, a friend from Temple Beth 

Tikvah and I will be refurbishing the Garden of Hope near 

the Breast Center at the Chilton Memorial Hospital.  Our 

goal is to make the currently barren garden into a beautiful 

sanctuary that patients and visitors can enjoy. 

 

I want to thank Rabbi Mark, my Bar Mitzvah tutor Stuart 

Skolnick, my parents and my sister Marni for helping me 

accomplish my studies.  I hope that you can join my family 

on Friday night the 19th and on Saturday morning the 20th  

when I will be called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah. 
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Jason 

 
My name is Jason and I will become a Bar Mitzvah on 

November 27, 2010. I am an eighth grader at Schuyler 

Colfax Middle School, where my favorite subjects are 

science and math. I enjoy sports, especially tennis, football, 

skiing, golf, and hockey. I also enjoy college and New York 

Giants football, New Jersey Devils hockey and comedy 

shows on TV. 

 

My torah portion is Vayayshev, which means ―and he 

(Jacob) settled.‖ The parsha describes the movement of 

Jacob to the land of his grandfather and father. The 

Israelites moved from their homeland to Egypt. 

 

For my mitzvah project, I have been helping and working 

on different projects in order to donate to Memorial Sloan 

Kettering cancer research in New York to help find a cure 

for cancer. 

 

 

I would like to thank Rabbi Mark, my Hebrew school 

teachers, my Bar Mitzvah tutor Danny Fishbane and my 

parents for helping me prepare for my Bar Mitzvah Day. 

 

My parents, Larry and Susan, my brothers A.J. and Michael 

and I invite the congregation to join us in celebrating on 

Friday, November 26 for Shabbat services and at Shabbat 

morning services November 27, when I will be called to the 

Torah as a Bar Mitzvah. 
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OPERATION ISAIAH REPORT 

  

Approximately 170 bags of paper goods, personal care 

items, etc. were collected during the Operation Isaiah 

Basic Necessit ies drive during the High 

Holidays.  Additionally, $544 was collected and will be 

donated to the Wayne Interfaith Network.  Thank you to all 

who participated in this mitzvah.  We encourage all 

congregants to continue to bring non-perishable food and 

other basic necessities throughout the year, to be deposited 

in the large barrel in the Lobby. 

  

Many thanks to:  Susan Beck, Andy Simon and our 

custodian Gloria, who, year after year, help meet and greet 

the donors on their way into the Kol Nidre Service, 

collecting the bags for this project;  the Men's Club and our 

custodian Al for getting the Social Hall back into shape 

and set up for the sorting; Lonnie Helfand, who helped, 

along with the students of Kitah Zayin with their teacher 

Morah Esther, shlep the bags from the kitchen and library 

into the social hall for sorting; Dassy Mark, Rabbi Mark, 

Diane Seltzer and Demaris Solomon for overseeing the 

sorting by Kadima/USY; Danit Mark, Sheila Solomon, 

Shayna Blecherman, Mira Blecherman, Michael Aboudy, 

Samantha Aboudy and Noah Albilia for participating with 

both enthusiasm and decorum as they gleefully separated 

and packed the multitude of donations for the WIN Pantry; 

Nadia and Temple Donna for taking care of the "back 

office" while they're doing a thousand other things; to our 

principal, Karen Weiss, who offered the services of Kitah 

Zayin for this mitzvah . 

  

Thanks to anyone else we may have accidentally 

overlooked.  Please continue to support the WIN Pantry 

throughout the year! 

  

Betty Singer and Lee Ann Beck 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHY COOKIES? 
  

There will be posters given to the Hebrew School students 

and posted for all to see asking for Shomrei Torah's annual 

donation of cookies for the Thanksgiving Baskets for 

families who are served by the WIN (Wayne Interfaith 

Network) Pantry.  Are cookies an essential food group in 

Wayne?  Shouldn't donations consist of something more 

substantial? 

  

Yes and Yes!  The WIN Board determined years ago that 

the Pantry would provide Thanksgiving dinners for our 

clients to include everything from soup to nuts.  Well, we 

don't actually provide soup, but we do include mixed nuts, 

along with fresh fruits, fresh vegetables, additional canned 

vegetables, a turkey or turkey breast (depending on the size 

of the family) and pies and cookies.  Each member 

congregation provides one or two items on the list in order 

that our neighbors can have the same kind of Thanksgiving 

that we all have.  In many cases, just as in our own homes, 

there are leftovers which last throughout the weekend.  The 

only difference is that for most of us, if we run out of 

leftovers, we can pretty much make something else.  Our 

clients may not have that choice. 

  

So, years ago, Shomrei Torah volunteered to provide bags, 

boxes or cartons of commercially produced cookies.  Our 

members may put them in the WIN barrel in the lobby of 

the synagogue before Sunday, November 21st.    We will 

also accept frozen turkeys or frozen turkey breasts.  Please 

contact Lee Ann Beck to make arrangements for the 

turkeys.  DO NOT LEAVE ANY FROZEN ITEMS IN 

THE WIN BARREL!  ALSO, WE CANNOT ACCEPT 

FRESH TURKEYS!  The Thanksgiving Baskets will be 

assembled and distributed on Sunday, November 21st at 

the St. Timothy Fellowship Hall, Valley Rd., beginning 

after 11 am.   

  

Please participate in the mitzvah of cookies.  It would be a 

sweet thing for you to do.... 

  

Happy Thanksgiving! 

  

Betty Singer and Lee Ann Beck  
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SISTERHOOD 

GOLDEN CARDS 

 

IN HONOR OF 

 

PODELL FAMILY 

JACOB‘S BAR MITZVAH - 

Synagogue Board & Affiliates 

PADOVER FAMILY 

BEN‘S BAR MITZVAH - 

Synagogue Board & Affiliates 

RUBIN FAMILY 

FRANKIE‘S BAT MITZVAH-  

Synagogue Board & Affiliates 

MARCIA & HOWARD KENT 

NEW GRANDSON - 

Elaine & Sy Schlossberg 

HEIDI & BOB WOLK 

MARRIAGE OF 

AARON & MAGGIE - 

Barbara & Kevin Scott 

Laura & Marty Siegel 

MAXINE & BARRY  

BERGER 

NEW GRANDDAUGHTER- 

Susan & Fred Decter 

Carol & Art Greenberg 

Marlene & Paul Klein 

Sue & Barry Mirsky 

Elaine & Sy Schlossberg 

STANLEY & ELLEN 

BERNSTEIN 

JOSH‘S MARRIAGE - 

Rhita & Steve Gastwirth 

CINDY & LES BURNS 

JAMIE‘S ENGAGEMENT - 

Sue & Bob Gordon 

ANN & MARTY KAUFMAN- 

NEW GRANDDAUGHTER 

Susan & Fred Decter 

Sue & Bob Gordon 

Mary & Frank Sheydwasser 

Laura & Marty Siegel 

Carol & Harold Willner 

Harvey & Naomi Miller 

LAZERWITZ FAMILY 

IAN‘S ENGAGEMENT - 

Susan & Fred Decter 

 

AMOROSO FAMILY 

SON‘S MARRIAGE - 

Marlene & Bruce Seidman 

CAROL & JACK  

POMERANC 

NEW GRANDDAUGHTER - 

Laura & Marty Siegel 

 

IN MEMORY OF 

 

RABBI JOSEPH HERMAN 

FATHER OF MARLA - 

Sue & Harvey Nagler 

Elaine & Sy Schlossberg 

NATALIE WOLK 

MOTHER OF BOB - 

Martha Young 

Elaine & Sy Schlossberg 

Barbara & Kevin Scott 

Laura & Marty Siegel 

ANNETTE DAVIS 

MOTHER OF BRUCE - 

Elissa Baum 

LOTTE EICHENGREER - 

Elissa Baum 

BESSIE WILLNER 

MOTHER OF HAROLD - 

Elissa Baum 

Sue & Fred Decter 

Ann & Marty Kaufman 

Sue & Barry Mirsky 

IRENE BERGMAN - 

Cindy & Bob Brazer 

BROTHER OF  

DONALD SCHWARTZ - 

Laura & Marty Siegel 

JAN ROTHSTADT 

FATHER OF GARRY - 

Sue & Bob Gordon 

Elaine & Sy Schlossberg 

THELMA KLEIN 

MOTHER OF ROBERT - 

Sue & Bob Gordon 

MOTHER OF HARRIET LUTSKY  

Sue & Bob Gordon 

GERRY SIEGEL 

HUSBAND OF JOAN - 

Carol & Harold Willner 

 

SPEEDY RECOVERY 

 

ELLEN STEUR - 

Maxine & Barry Berger 

Susan & Fred Decter 

IRA HOCHSTADT - 

Cindy & Bob Brazer 

MARY PERETZ - 

Cindy & Bob Brazer 

MARILYN RUBIN - 

Sue & Barry Mirsky 

Elaine & Sy Schlossberg 

 

SISTERHOOD CERT. 

 

IN HONOR OF 

 

MAXINE & BARRY  

BERGER 

NEW GRANDDAUGHTER- 

Carole Rittenberg 

 

SISTERHOOD GIFT FUND 

 

IN MEMORY OF 

 
BESSIE WILLNER 

MOTHER OF HAROLD - 

Mary & Frank Sheydwasser 

JAN ROTHSTADT 

FATHER OF GARRY - 

Mary & Frank Sheydwasser 

 

LANDSCAPING FUND 

 

IN HONOR OF 

MAXINE & BARRY BERGER 

BIRTH OF GRANDDAUGHTER - 

Harvey & Naomi Miller 

HEIDI & BOB WOLK 

SON‘S WEDDING - 

Harvey & Naomi Miller 

STUART SKOLNICK 

YASHER KOACH - 

Harvey & Naomi Miller 

PODELL FAMILY 

JACOB‘S BAR MITZVAH - 

Naomi & Harvey Miller 
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IN MEMORY OF 

 
BESSIE WILLNER 

MOTHER OF HAROLD - 

Naomi & Harvey Miller 

JAN ROTHSTADT 

FATHER OF GARRY - 

Harvey & Naomi Miller 

RABBI JOSEPH HERMAN 

FATHER OF MARLA  

SEGELMAN - 

Harvey & Naomi Miller 

MOTHER OF SHERRY BAUER 

FATHER OF JAY SINGER 

LILY HICHRON- 

Harvey & Naomi Miller 

NATALIE WOLK 

MOTHER OF BOB - 

Harvey & Naomi Miller 

 

GET WELL 

 

WENDY BOWES 

MARK CHARNET 

RONI LANE 

BRYAN KRANTZ - 

Naomi & Harvey Miller 

 
YAHRZEIT FUND 

 

Elaine Schlossberg 

Larry Traster 

Irwin & Marie Nijaki 

Lydia Mendes 

Sandra Jalowicz 

 

IN MEMORY OF 

 

MYRIAM B. LANGFELDER - 

Stephen & Ruth Langfelder 

RISHA YURDITSKAYA - 

Lilia Becker 

YETTA STAVE - 

Sally Waxman 

YAKOV FRIEDE - 

Zev & Tova Friede 

SHIRLEY GURITZKY - 

Nathanya Simon

  

MAX EISENSTEIN - 

Elliot Eisenstein 

SIDNEY ROSENTHAL - 

Carol Ramer 

SHELLEY GORDON - 

Marv & Marilyn Rogers 

OLGA ROGERS - 

Howard & Helene Rogers 

LOUIS BRODER - 

Stanley & Doris Berenzweig 

MIRIAM BERNSTEIN - 

Cindy & Bob Brazer 

MAX HIRSCHHORN - 

Marilyn Hirschhorn 

SHERMAN DUNN - 

Marilyn Hirschhorn 

ANNA DUNN - 

Marilyn Hirschhorn 

EUGENE DUNN - 

Marilyn Hirschhorn 

HENIA LANGER - 

Donna & Ronald Teitelbaum 

GUSSIE WACHTEL - 

George & Roz Hirschberg 

MARVIN WALDMAN - 

Sarah Blecherman 

SHIRLEY BERMAN - 

Barry & Maxine  Berger 

HELEN HOCHHEISER - 

Barbara & Len Simon 

JACK SIMON - 

Barbara & Len Simon 

LILLIE BELLNER- 

Dot & Milton Brodkowitz 

DAVID BORSACK - 

Mark & Linda Dumoff 

ROSE FOX - 

Ellen Bernstein 

SHELDON FERTIG - 

Howard & Carol Fertig 

MORTON KALLOR- 

Carole Kallor 

HARRY NIRENBERG - 

Eileen Schram 

SOL BERGER - 

Barry & Maxine Berger 

SADIE WADE - 

Leon & Estelle Solomon 

 

ROSE WAXMAN - 

Sally Waxman 

MARVIN WAXMAN - 

Sally Waxman 

WARREN FUCHS - 

Dorit Kressel 

RUTH HERSON - 

Barbara & Len Simon 

HELEN HOCHHEISER - 

Barbara & Len Simon 

ROSLYN B. MELTZER - 

Barbara Rochman 

FAMILY LOST IN THE 

HOLOCAUST - 

Ray & Rhoda Fishler 

SOL LEVANDOV - 

Sonia & Larry Seidman 

RALPH WACHTEL - 

Rosalind & George Hirschberg 

 
FRANK TOBIN 

MITZVAH FUND 

 

IN MEMORY OF 

 

THELMA KLEIN 

MOTHER OF ROBERT - 

Ken & Elaine Tobin 

 

SHOMREI TORAH 

GENERAL FUND 

 

IN HONOR OF 

 

MAXINE & BARRY BERGER 

NEW GRANDDAUGHTER - 

Dot & Milt Brodkowitz 

Sheryl & Barry Sarin 

ANN & MARTY KAUFMAN 

NEW GRANDDAUGHTER - 

Sheryl & Barry Sarin 

STUART SKOLNICK 

WELL DONE! - 

Israel Skolnick 

PODELL FAMILY 

JACOB‘S BAR MITZVAH - 

Ray & Rhoda Fishler 
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SHOMREI TORAH 

GENERAL FUND CONT. 

 

THE WEIL FAMILY 

MATTHEW & ALLISON‘S 

WEDDING - 

Ray & Rhoda Fishler 

HEIDI & BOB WOLK 

AARON & MAGGIE‘S  

WEDDING - 

Dave & Marcy Marcus 

MICHAEL & MARILYN  

RUBIN 

FRANKIE‘S BAT MITZVAH - 

Suzanne & Arthur Freedberg 

Elaine & Sy Schlossberg 

 

IN MEMORY OF 

 

GRANDMOTHER OF  

SHERYL SARIN - 

Jeff & Lisa Appel 

GRANDMOTHER OF 

PAULA HALPERN - 

Sheryl & Barry Sarin 

BESSIE WILLNER 

MOTHER OF HAROLD - 

Sheryl & Barry Sarin 

Arlene & Steve Schwartz 

JAN ROTHSTADT 

FATHER OF GARRY - 

Ken & Sue Feldman 

Susan & Larry Levine 

Nadia Massuda 

RABBI HERMAN 

FATHER OF MARLA  

SIEGELMAN - 

Ed & Beth Julie 

 

GET WELL 

 

CHARLES SCHER - 

Marilyn Hirschhorn & Julie 

 

 

 

 

 

BEN PITTEL 

YOUTH FUND 

 

IN MEMORY OF 

 

BESSIE WILLNER 

MOTHER OF HAROLD - 

Marsha, Paul & Noreen Greenberg 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY  

FUND 

 

IN MEMORY OF 

 

RABBI HERMAN 

FATHER OF 

MARLA SEGELMAN - 

Susan Shechtman Gordon & 

Robert Gordon & Family 

 

IN HONOR OF 

 

HANNAH WHITMORE 

IMPRESSIVE PERFORMANCE 

BRIAN‘S RUN - 

Andy Lieb 

 

MAHZORIM 

 

IN MEMORY OF 

 

AILEEN TAUB 

MOTHER OF ROBYN & 

RICHARD TAUB - 

Jill, Jay & Alan Bernstein 

NATALIE WOLK 

MOTHER OF BOB - 

Jill & Steve Landau 

 

IN HONOR OF 

 

OSCAR CUKIERMAN‘S 

85TH BIRTHDAY - 

Jill, Jay & Alan Bernstein 

STUART SKOLNICK 

HIGH HOLIDAY DEBUT - 

Lonnie & Jackie Helfand 

 

 

 

ANDY SIMON 

MEN‘S CLUB MAN OF THE 

YEAR 2010 - 

The Albalah &  

Feldman Families 

 
 

SHOMREI TORAH FUNDS 

AND DONATIONS 
Capital Campaign Fund 

For capital  improvements  

to our synagogue 

Carol S. Jacobs Fisher  

Memorial Fund 

Scholarships for Jewish youth to 

attend Jewish affiliated overnight 

camps/programs or study in Is-

rael 

Sam Gershon Torah Fund 

For care and restoration  

of our  Torah scrolls 

Hazak Fund 

For programming and 

 information for our seniors 

Holocaust Fund 

For speakers, films and pro-

grams to further our Holocaust 

education 

Marcia Kent Book Fund 

For Siddurim, Humashim and 

other holy books 

Kitchen Fund 

To upgrade and repair the  

kitchen as needed 

Library Fund 

To purchase books and  

materials for our library 

P.T.O. 

For programming and gifts spon-

sored by our Parent Teacher Or-

ganization 

Ben Pittel  

Youth Scholarship Fund 

To help our youth to attend Jew-

ish camps, conventions and other 

youth activities 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Used by the Rabbi to assist indi-
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Your ad can be here! 

All you have to do is call  

Carol Ramer 

201 396-5466 

cdamer@optonline.net 

http://www.shomreitorahwcc.org/fliers/2dayhebrewschool.pdf
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