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From the Bima 
 

Mazal Tov to all our B‟nai Mitzvah!  I want to encourage you to 

read the message from our Membership committee and to take the 

message to heart.  I think that Shomrei Torah is a very special place. 

Our challenge is to expand our ever widening circle to include more 

and more people, we want everyone who crosses our threshold to 

feel welcome here.  We want to exude hamishness.  We want to be 

a place where people want to be, where people enjoy being. 

 

I think that our services on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur went a long way towards this 

goal.  If you were here for Sukkot or Simchat Torah which is a much more intimate 

setting, you can feel it even more so.  Help us to be the synagogue you want us to be. 

WHAT WE NEED MOST IS YOU!  More than anything else we need volunteers to 

help out specifically for Membership projects.  If you are willing to be a part of our 

membership team, please let me know.  Karen Chilowicz, our Membership Chairperson, 

is a dynamo to work with and Randy Reiser, our Membership VP is creative and 

energetic; they are a great team, but they can‟t do it all alone, we need your help and 

assistance. 

 

Last night someone made the comment to me that people don‟t get involved when they 

don‟t feel comfortable and connected, but they way to feel comfortable and connected is 

by getting involved!  There is a reason that the rabbis teach that when we as a people 

accepted the Torah we said, Na’ase v’nishma/We will do and we will understand.  When 

the „doing‟ comes first, the understanding follows. Come and do with us. You will have 

fun and you‟ll feel connected.   

 

Make 5771 your year at Shomrei Torah! 

Shana Tova                                                                                                                             

Rabbi Mark 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all who made 
A contribution in honor of  

The birth of our  
Granddaughter 
Alexis  Renert 

  Alan & Judy Feldman 
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What's So Great About Shomrei Torah? 

Well, Let Us Tell You . . . 
  

"Why should we choose Shomrei Torah?"  

"Why is Shomrei Torah the best choice for our family?"  

  

These are the questions that every prospective member needs answered.  And while each of us knows why we chose 

to join our shul, it's not always easy to articulate to others why they will like it here too.  We need to be able to tell 

them what makes Shomrei Torah different, or dare we say better, than the many other synagogues with which they 

could choose to affiliate.  And since each and every one of you is an ambassador for Shomrei Torah, we wanted to 

remind you of some of the qualities that make Shomrei Torah stand out. 

  

To sum it up simply:  We are smaller, and when it comes to synagogues, smaller is better.  Why? 

     >  We have that close-knit community feel.  Everyone knows each other;  it's more intimate. 

     >  The Rabbi is very accessible.  No need to make an appointment a week in advance. 

     >  We all attend the High Holiday services together.  All of our members fit in the sanctuary at one time, so there's 

no need to split up the congregation into an early service and a late service. 

   >  We have smaller Hebrew school classes, which allow for more personalized instruction and more individual 

attention. 

     >  All of our students go to Hebrew school on the same days, so you'll never have to bring one child on Monday 

and Wednesday and another on Tuesday and Thursday. 

     >  All of our students get their own Bar/Bat Mitzvah dates -- there is no doubling up.  Everyone deserves their own 

special day. 

     >  Our Hebrew school runs on a Tuesday and Sunday schedule, so the kids only have to come once a week after 

school having already sat in a classroom all day and having homework to do.  On Sunday mornings they are fresh, and 

there's usually not a whole lot else going on, as many in our community attend church at that time.  

  

But it's not just about being a smaller, more intimate, warmer place to be.  We also offer the same breadth of services 

you would find in a larger shul. 

     >  We offer a Sunday school program for children in kindergarten, 1st grade and 2nd grade.  This is an opportunity 

to continue their Jewish education between the end of preschool and the start of Hebrew school in 3rd grade.  It also 

gives parents some free time on Sunday mornings to read the paper, work out or enjoy a leisurely brunch. 

     >  We offer dynamic youth programming that engages our children outside of the classroom.  Our Youth Groups 

provide our kids with a chance to socialize with their Jewish friends while enjoying fun activities such as rock-

climbling, campfires, scavenger hunts, and bowling parties. 

     >  There are so many opportunities to get involved.  Newcomers are warmly welcomed into the fold, and before 

they know it they  are likely to find themselves running an event, leading a service or chairing a committee. 

  

So the next time someone says, "I didn't know you belong to Shomrei Torah, how do you like it there?"  or, "I want to 

join a synagogue, but I'm not sure which to choose," keep these thoughts in mind and share them freely.  While the 

Membership Committee can run ads in the local papers, distribute fliers, and run open houses, there is nothing quite as 

persuasive as a personal recommendation from someone you know.  And that means that our most effective form of 

advertising is each of you.  Please join us in spreading the word about our wonderful shul so that we can continue to 

grow our membership ranks and keep Shomrei Torah going strong.   

 

 

Randy Reiser 

Membership VP 
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My name is Jake, and I attend Anthony Wayne Middle School.  In the winter I like to ski and snowboard at 

Mountain Creek.  When it‟s warm outside, you can find me on the tennis courts or at the beach. I am very 

into rock and roll, and have recently taken up guitar and surfing. 

 

My parsha is Bereshit. It talks about the Creation of the Universe. The parsha describes how God made 

Heaven and Earth in six days and rested on the 7th day. Bereshit also describes Adam and Eve getting 

expelled from the Garden of Eden for eating the fruit of knowledge.  It talks of Cain and the wicked people of 

his day as well. 

 

For my Bar Mitzvah project I am volunteering for FOWA, Friends of Wayne Animals. I will be helping out 

at upcoming adoption events.  At these events, FOWA volunteers work to find permanent homes for rescued 

animals that are currently living in temporary foster care. 

My parents, Adrienne and Scott, my brother Aaron, my sister Laine and I invite the congregation to join us in 

celebrating my Bar Mitzvah at Friday night services on October 1st and Sabbat morning services and Kiddush 

on October 2nd 2010. 
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My name is Frankie and I will become a Bat Mitzvah on October 16, 2010. I am a seventh grade high honor 

roll student at Schuyler Colfax Middle School in Wayne, where my favorite subject is social studies. I love to 

play sports. My favorites are basketball, tennis and soccer. I also really like to dance. My twins sisters, Jessica 

and Sydney, are in the fifth grade at Terhune Elementary School where I once attanded. 

 

My Torah portion is Lech Lecha. It begins with the story of the lives of our Patriarchs and the Jewish people. 

In the portion, God tells Abram to go to the land which He would show him. There, God says, He will be 

made into a great nation. Abram was not familiar with all of this because he had never left his birthplace in the 

city of  Haran in Mesopotamia.  Abram followed God‟s instructions and left home with his wife, Sarai, and 

his nephew, Lot, to go to the land of Canaan.  Abram left Canaan because there was a famine and went to 

Egypt, where he had many problems.  When the famine ended, Abram returned to Canaan and separated from 

Lot.  God made Abram a promise that this land will become the home of his descendants. 

 

Still childless after 10 years in Canaan,  Abram takes Hagar, Sarai‟s maid servant and has a son with her 

named Ishmael.  Thirteen years later, God changes Abram‟s name to Abraham and Sarai‟s name to Sarah and 

promises that a son will be born to them who they call Isaac.  Abraham and all of the males in his household 

are circumcised and circumcision becomes forever after the sign of the covenant between the descendents of 

Abraham and God.  Jewish people today still see this covenant as a sign of their special relationship with God. 

 

I would like to thank Rabbi Mark, my Hebrew school teachers, my Bat Mitzvah tutor Danny Fishbane, my 

grandparents, parents and sisters for all of their support while I have been preparing for my Bat Mitzvah Day. 

 

I would be honored to have you join me on Friday, October 15th at 8:00 PM for Shabbat services and on 

Shabbat morning, October 16th when I will be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah. 
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My name is Alex. I am in the eighth grade at Schuyler-Colfax Middle School. I like to play baseball, hang 

with my friends and play  sports. One of my favorite things to do is to go to Yankees and Giants games. 

 

My Bar Mitzvah is October 23, 2010. My parsha is Veyera. It speaks of the giving of charity, not just money, 

but giving of one‟s self. The Gemara states that one of the character traits of a Jew are someone who is a 

Gomel Chesed, one who does acts of kindness. You can perform acts of kindness for the rich or poor, with 

physical acts as well as money and for the living as well as the dead 

 

This parsha has special meaning to my family and me because for the past several years we have been giving 

our time as well as money to support autism research in support of our special friend Jeremy. We have done 

special walks, sporting events and even participate in the Polar Bear Plunge for Special Olympics. 

My parents and my brother are always there to help me and for that I am grateful. I would like to thank Rabbi 

Mark and my tutor, Roberta Ort, for their help and support. Please join us for my special day on October 23, 

2010. 
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Hi. My name is Haley. I am an in 8th grade at Anthony 

Wayne Middle School. I like horseback riding, photography, 

drawing and taking care of animals, which is why my sister 

Abby and I are volunteering at the Wayne Animal Shelter as 

out Mitzvah Project. To take part in the volunteering, we are 

feeding, walking, loving and taking care of the animals. We 

are also helping with fundraising and putting the animal‟s 

pictures on the website to help them get adopted. We abso-

lutely adore animals and that is why we chose to volunteer at 

the shelter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Hi, my name is Abigail. I am in 8th grade at  

Anthony Wayne Middle School. I enjoy horseback riding, 

soccer, animals and camp. 

 

This week‟s Parsha, Chayei Sarah, or in English “The Life 

of Sarah”. In Chayei Sarah, Sarah died at the age of 127. 

Her husband, Abraham, mourned her death and went in 

search of land to bury Sarah. He purchased a piece of land 

called the cave of Machpela from a man named Ephron 

who belonged to the Hittites and shortly after buried Sarah. 

 

Abraham soon after sent his senior servant, Eleizer, to find 

a wife for Isaac, his only son. After a long journey Eliezer 

found a woman named Rebekah standing near a well  

getting water. Eliezer was very hungry and tired and stayed 

in the town Rebekah was in. The next day Eliezer took   

Rebekah back to Isaac to soon be married. 
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Campfire  
and Havdalah service  

Open to all - Bring a friend!  
Saturday, October 30, 2010  

7:45 PM  

@ Camp Veritans  

Refreshments ..... Songs ...... 
Fun !!  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

$10 per family  
RSVP by October 15th to lrschaffer@aol.com  


