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Summertime and the living is easy… Often in the    

summer our life slows from its normal frenetic pace.     

It allows us to engage in activities that we don’t the find 

the time to do at other times of the year.  It is always a time for Jewish 

engagement.  June, July & August can be great times to attend services, 

when it is often quiet, intimate and relaxing.  As regular attendees go 

on  vacation, you can take someone’s place and help insure that we 

have a minyan for those who are still here. 
 

This can also be a great time of year to work on skill building. Is there 

something within services that you’ve always wanted to be able to do, 

but never had the time to learn? I’m here to help you master that skill. 

Just let me know what it is that you’d like to do. 
 

Summer is often a great time to catch up on your reading.  Jewish  

reading can be a part of that. To help you sort through the many          

possible books you could be reading, I share with you some of the 

award winners from this last year by the Jewish Book Council.        

You can find others on their website. 
 

2016 Jewish Book of the Year: Israel: A Concise History of a Nation 

Reborn by Daniel Gordis 

2016 JBC Modern Literacy Achievement: Moonglow by Michael 

Chabor 

2016 Book Club Award: And After the Fire by Lauren Belfer 

2016 Children’s Literature: I Dissent by Debbie Levy 

2016 Jewish Life and Practice: Changing the World from the Inside 

Out: A Jewish Approach to Personal and Social Change by 

David Jaffe 

2016 Debut Fiction: Anna and the Swallow Man by Gavriel Savit 

2016 Fiction Award: The Gustav Sonata by Rose Tremain 

2016 Gerrard and Ella Berman Memorial Award for History: The 

Angel: The Egyptian Spy Who Saved Israel by Uri Bar-Joseph 

2016 Poetry Award: Almost Complete Poems by Stanley Moss 

2016 Young Adult Literature Award: On Blackberry Hill by Rachel 

Mann 
 

Whatever you decide to do with your summer, be sure to make           

Shomrei Torah and Jewish learning a part of your plan. 
 

Wishing you a pleasant summer, 

Rabbi Randy Mark 

FROM THE BIMA 

Rabbi Randall Mark 
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Words From Our President 

Roberta Ort 

 

 

 

 

 
A couple of weeks ago Jeff and I visited our middle son, Justin, to help him move into his  

new apartment in York, Maine.  We spent some time driving and exploring the town and the 

surrounding area which was filled with beautiful rocky beaches, quaint shops, and picturesque 

houses.  On the road up to the lighthouse we passed a beachfront house with a sign above the 

front door that read “Someday is Here.”  I couldn’t help but smile, conjuring up a picture of 

the homeowners in my head, thinking how happy they are that they now live in their dream-

house on the beach in this beautiful town; without knowing them, I was happy for them. 

 

They had a dream and they made it happen.  Throughout our lifetimes, we have many hopes 

and dreams.  We think of what profession we desire, who will be our soulmate, where we will 

live – in the city or the suburbs – or maybe someday on the beach.  We plan, work hard, and 

make choices along the way to help fulfill our vision that becomes our future.  In my role as 

President of Shomrei Torah I find myself doing just that for our synagogue, just as all the    

people who served as president did before me. 

 

Back in 1973 a group of families had the dream and vision to have a conservative congrega-

tion in Wayne, New Jersey.  In the beginning, services and religious school were held in     

several locations including the town’s library, the Veritans Club and even in a restaurant that 

had shut down.  When the land was purchased at our current location, services were held in the 

shed.  The main part of our building was built in 1978 and began being used in 1979.  Our 

needs grew and so did the building with an extension in 1985 that added the library, the          

principal’s office and the basement.  I want to thank the founding families of Shomrei Torah 

who had the dream to start our congregation and who raised the resources to build what we 

have today. 

 

We’ve come a long way since 1979 and have thankfully continued to fill the building with 

prayer, learning and social gatherings.  This well-worn building is now in desperate need of a 

face-lift and I am excited to see the renovation of the social hall, sanctuary and lobby begin in 

a few short weeks.  I want to thank everyone who attended the congregational meeting for 

sharing in my vision and supporting this endeavor by approving the initial funding of this   

project.  As I’ve mentioned, we will also be raising funds through a capital campaign.         

The more money we raise, the more elaborate and extensive our project will be. 

 

Let’s dream together and let’s make it happen.  Someday is here! 

 

 



 

4  

CONGREGATIONAL LEARNING 
Judith Kuper Jaffe 
Director of Congregational Learning 

What do our children enjoy learning? 

 

What Jewish conversation with any adult – parent, grandparent, teacher - does your child deem inter-

esting? What made this conversation interesting? Is there something Jewish your child wonders 

about? What makes him/her curious about it? 

 

I speak to every student one-on-one during the course of the year. My primary focus is usually to as-

sess their Hebrew reading skills. My secondary, but often more interesting outcome, is to discover 

what they are thinking and curious about. Often our young people’s questions are more thought pro-

voking and enlightening than any response I could elicit. 

 

This habit of questioning and wrestling brings to mind a story I included in our family Passover Hag-

gadah about Nobel Laureate Isidor Rabi, who attributed his becoming a scientist to his mother’s way 

of greeting him after school. While most Jewish mothers asked their children, according to Rabi, “Did 

you learn anything today?” Rabi’s mother asked him, “Did you ask any good questions today?” 

I asked every student to share their own Jewish questions at the end of the year. I heard everything 

from where is God, questions about Israel culture, politics and their neighbors, and why did God 

make the Dead Sea salty. For more, please stop by the shul and read our bulletin boards where some 

of their questions are proudly posted. 

 

 Summer is a time to rest, rewind, and explore. It’s a wonderful time to take the time and ask ques-

tions and investigate anything. Which raises the question, what does this have to do with religious 

school and Jewish education? 

 

Consider using this three–month break from instruction to offer experiences to elicit questions. When 

asked “what are we going to do today?” why not visit a Jewish landmark or museum: The Lower 

East Side Tenement Museum, the Eldridge Street Synagogue, the Jewish Museum on 5th Avenue, or 

Jewish Children’s Museum in Brooklyn. These places are so engaging but we never have time to visit 

them during the school year – which is full of activities and schedules. Watch a movie or a TV show 

with your child/grandchild that has a Jewish theme. Ask what made this interesting? There is nothing 

like seeing something through the lens of a child to help us see it clearer. I still remember watching 

the 1947 Oscar winner, “Gentleman’s Agreement” with a group of middle school students. The ques-

tions they raised and the discussion we had was powerful. Take the time to open a prayer book and 

review your Hebrew and ask your child to do the same. Discuss what the prayer may mean to your 

child and the reasons why prayer is so important.  

 

Enjoy the summer. Take the walks we never have time to take. Smell the roses. Hear the birds. Most 

importantly, listen to the questions, the curiosity. 

 

Don’t forget to complete the on-line form https://shomreitorahwayne.shulcloud.com/form/hebrew

-school-registration4.html as accurately as possible. All requested information is extremely impor-

tant for us to provide the best quality Jewish education possible.  

http://nymag.com/listings/attraction/lower-east-side-tenement-museum/
http://nymag.com/listings/attraction/lower-east-side-tenement-museum/
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 FROM OUR GARDEN 

Religious school students and volunteers met Sunday, May 7 to begin 
planting veggies and flowers in our new synagogue garden, and every-
body had fun. The fun also had a purpose ---- providing the congrega-
tion with fresh, nutritious food and donating surplus to places like food 
pantries. 
 

Rabbi Mark got the kids started with a brief talk about Judaism’s high 
regard for the land, the environment and natural world. Everybody 
joined the Rabbi in prayers over nature thanking God as the Source of 
Creation.  Adult volunteers then assisted as kids dug in the soil           
contained in the raised beds, put in young plants or seeds, firmed the 
soil for good root contact, then left to enjoy refreshments back in the 
synagogue building. Director of Congregational Learning Judith Jaffee 

and the school teachers looked on and gave encouragement. Refreshments were in part furnished by Lauryn 
Tuchman. 
 

This is our synagarden’s first year. The basic infrastructure of raised beds was built from scratch by a team of 
congregation volunteers. Money for materials, a deer fence, other equipment, plants and seeds was supplied 
by the DigIn! City Green project under a generous grant from the Passaic 
County Board of Freeholders. Shomrei Torah is the first and only             
synagogue in Passaic County to start a garden like this. The program re-
quires us to account for our grant and offers the possibility of additional 
grant dollars in the future. 
 

To make this program a complete success we need MORE                          
VOLUNTEERS to help tend the garden through the spring and summer. 
A meeting of volunteers was held on Sunday, May 21. Even if your green 
thumb is untested, there will always be enough experienced gardeners 
around to offer guidance. Participating will be a good way to learn how to 
start your own home garden and provide a way to show kids that vegeta-
bles grow on plants, not supermarkets. We will need volunteer harvesters 
and food tasters, cooks and innovators on how to manage and operate 
our mini-farm. 
 

 An automatic irrigation system has been installed through the generosity of Eric Weis, who not only contrib-
uted money but also expertise in the configuration and operation of such systems. Eric and Fern Weis were 
on hand Sunday to help with the planting. 
 

You might imagine that having 20 or 30 kids plus adult volunteers in the enclosed garden space was a recipe 
for confusion. But thanks to Anita Skolnick and her husband Stuart, a planting plan was flawlessly imple-
mented, all plants and seeds were properly located according to a square foot gardening diagram. Where 
possible, vegetables will be trained to grow up vertically on trellises or supports to maximize the use of 
ground surface area. This intensive use of the earth surface makes the garden extremely productive. 
 

 The deer fence was retrofitted with small gauge chicken wire to keep 
out rabbits, chipmunks and other small varmints. Alan Trachtenberg, 
Sandy Kanter as well as Mark Frankel and Cindy Simon helped with this 
work. Volunteers helping to build and fill the raised beds included Karen 
Weiss, Art Greenberg, Marcy Marcus, Linda Dumoff and Lisa Zevin. 
 

Produce from the garden will be used in the synagogue for weekly oneg 
shabbats and kiddushes, will be served at Shabbat Under the Stars, and 
maybe grace our Succot table. 
 

Also volunteering were Rich Margolis, Jon Heller, Ivan Gerstein, Linda 
Gaba, Linda and Mark Dumoff. 
 

Anybody interested in working in the garden, donating funds or other 
materials please contact the synagogue office or Henry Ramer at 973 460 
2375; henryramer@optonline.net. 

mailto:henryramer@optonline.net


 

6  

DESERAE NICOLE GANNELLI 
BAT MITZVAH  

 

June 25, 2017 
1 Tammuz 5777 

 Hi, my name is Deserae Gannelli. I’m 12 years old and currently in 7th grade at the     
Washington Park Middle School in Totowa.  On June 25, 2017, I will celebrate  becoming    
a Bat Mitzvah.  My favorite hobbies are playing basketball, going shopping and doing 
gymnastics.  In school my favorite subjects are Science and Social Studies.  My favorite 
thing to do is shop and I am very grateful for all the nice clothing and shoes I have.  
 
For my Mitzvah Project, I am helping out the Family Support Organization of Passaic 
County. I am donating children’s clothing for girls and boys ages 8 and up.  These clothes 
will go to the organization to be given out to the kids in need. 
 
My Bat Mitzvah is on Rosh Chodesh.  It means the “head of the month.”  At the end of 
the months that have 30 days, Rosh Chodesh is observed for 2 days so my Bat Mitzvah 
will be on the second day of Rosh Chodesh.  The beginning of the Hebrew calendar is   
established in the Book of Exodus just before the Israelites leave for Egypt. There, God 
commands the Israelites to mark the months of the year. The Lord said to Moses 
and Aaron in the land of Egypt, “This month shall mark for you the beginning of the 
months, it shall be the first of the months of the year for you.”  Rosh Chodesh is men-
tioned later on in the Torah in the same context as the major Festivals.  The people are 
commanded to be joyous, offer sacrifices and be reminded of God’s divinity.   
 
Lastly, I would like to thank some of those who supported me on this long journey. First, 
I would like to thank my mom and stepfather; and my dad and stepmother for being 
there for me.  Additionally, I would like to thank my grandparents for all their sup-
port.  Next, I would like to thank my Bat Mitzvah tutor, Morah Beth, who is just not my 
teacher but one of my biggest cheerleaders. She was amazing while I was learning my To-
rah portion and all the prayers. Finally, I’d like to thank Rabbi Mark for believing in me, 
giving me the honor of leading services and being the best Rabbi out there.  
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    There’s a Moose on the Roof 
          by Kitah Alef and Gan with thanks to Dr. Seuss 

 

There’s a Moose on the Roof and it’s dancing a scoof, 
There’s a Moose on the Roof and he’s telling a truth. 
 
The Moose on the Roof has horns on his head, 
“They can be a shofar for Rosh Hashanah,” he said. 
 
“I’ll eat a big round challah and dip it in honey that’s sweet, 
Since I don’t have hands, I’ll use my feet.” 
 
The Moose on the Roof sits in a booth, 
It’s for the holiday Sukkot, and that is the truth. 
 
When it’s Sukkot he can’t be on the roof, 
He would fall through, it’s made of leaves and bamboo. 
 
On Chanukah the Moose lights candles for 8 days, 
He eats latkes and jelly doughnuts, and with the sivevon he plays. 
 
On Tu B’Shevat the Moose does not plant a tree, 
He likes berry bushes, it’s his favorite treat. 
 
On Purim the Moose wants to be a moose, 
He does not need a costume because he’s already a moose. 
 
The Moose likes Hamantashen filled with chocolate jelly, 
He eats so many it hurts his belly. 
 
On Pesach the Moose goes to seder, he dips parsley in salt water  to remind him of the tears. 
The Jews worked so hard, they were slaves for many years. 
 
On Pesach the Moose eats matzah, it’s flat and makes lots of crumbs, 
There was no time for bread to rise, the Jews had to pack and run. 
 
The Moose celebrated Israel’s birthday with a flag that’s white and blue, 
Two frosting stripes and a star on a cookie, was yummy and fun to do. 
 
On Lag B’Omer the Moose wanted to join our campfire, 
We made S’mores and watched the “flames” dance higher. 
 
We planted in the Shomrei Torah garden, we put flowers and vegetable seeds in the ground, 
The Moose on the Roof will watch over the garden when no one else is around. 
 
Moose on the Roof it’s been fun seeing you outside our window on Sundays each week, 
We know you would say Boker tov and shalom if you were able to speak! 
 
Shalom Moose on the Roof, and we hope your summer’s fun! 
L’hitraot from Jocelyne, Charlize, Blake, Jonathan and David,  
                            the kids in Kitah Alef and Gan!!! 



 

8  

Although the summer season is almost here, Sisterhood is hard at work planning for the upcoming 
months. May 11 was our Recipe Dinner hosted at Lee Ann Beck’s home. Over 35 women attended 
and thanks to Sue Mirsky, Sue Feldman and Sue Nagler, everyone had a delicious time. Thank you 
once again ladies for chairing this event. It was nice to see so many women having a great time. 
On May 31st we sponsored the delicious Kiddush for the first day of Shavuot.  A very special thank 
you to Gloria who made this happen.  June 6th is our next meeting where we will be making the  
calendar up. We are always open to suggestions and if you have an idea for a program or a speaker 
or anything else you would like to hear about, do not hesitate and come to this meeting. If you are 
unable to attend, leave a note in the Sisterhood cubby in the office with your name and telephone 
number.  And on July 12th we are once again having a joint pool party at the home of Marcy     
Marcus with the women of Beth Tikvah. You do not have to be a member of Sisterhood to enjoy 
this evening, so please join us. 
 
In addition, we have begun to collect gently used (along with new) bras and feminine/personal   
hygiene items. This will be given to an organization called “Support The Girls”. It will benefit women 
and teens: those who are homeless, survivors of domestic violence, victims of human trafficking, 
those who have aged out of foster care or who are struggling to take care of their families. A 
striped laundry bag is waiting for your donation in the synagogue office. Phyllis Staloff will be more 
than happy to answer any questions. You may reach her at 973-628-9496. We will also be collecting 
your donation at the pool party. 
 
Sisterhood is an arm of the Synagogue that is comprised of approximately 75 women. We represent 
ALL groups of women in our congregation. We range in age from 80’s to 30’s. We are professionals 
in so many different areas of expertise; it would be difficult to list all of our respective jobs. The one 
job we have committed to undertake together is the support we provide for our Synagogue. We join 
together with that common purpose and to that end we plan, discuss, argue and yes compromise 
on what the best course of actions might be to accomplish that goal. Sisterhood gives the women in 
our congregation a collective identity and gives us the outlet for our creativity, leadership potential 
and talents. So I guess what I am asking is COME JOIN US! Lend your voice to ours and see what a 
strong group of women can accomplish when we join together. Lend us your support, your talent 
and your time and your investment will pay off in the beauty you see around you in our Synagogue. 
 
Have a healthy, stress free summer. We have much to look forward to in the coming year! 
 
Linda Gaba, Sisterhood President 
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JUNE 9th  
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Husband of Gloria Millan 
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FOR SALE  BY SHOMREI TORAH 

  
TWO INDOOR BURIAL CRYPTS 

AT "ABRAHAM & SARAH"  
  

Adjacent units, level two on the                
 first floor of building #1 

  
Contact Alan Feldman 

973-248-0990 
alfjhf@aol.com 

Amazon will donate 0.5% 
of the price of your eligible                             
AmazonSmile purchases 
to Wayne Conservative 
Jewish Congregation 
whenever you shop on              

AmazonSmile. 

AmazonSmile is the same                
Amazon you know.                                  

tel:973-248-0990
mailto:alfjhf@aol.com
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SISTERHOOD GOLDEN CARDS 

IN HONOR OF 
 

RABBI & DASSY MARK 

BIRTH OF GRANDDAUGHTER 

Marcy & Dave Marcus 

Gerda & Ben Weltman 
 

LEE ANN & PAUL BECK 

BIRTH OF GRANDSON 

Marcy & Dave Marcus 

Michael & Eric Greenblatt 
 

MARSHA & PAUL GREENBERG 

BIRTH OF GRANDSON 

Marcy & Dave Marcus 
 

JASON & LISA SOBEL 

SON’S BAR MITZVAH 

Roz & George Hirschberg 
 

SHERYL & BARRY SARIN 

SON’S ENGAGEMENT 

Rhita & Steve Gastwirth 
 

MR. & MRS. MITCH ENGLER 

BIRTH OF GRANDDAUGHTER 

Maxine & Barry Berger 
 

DANNY FISHBANE 

SON’S ENGAGEMENT 

Marcy & Dave Marcus 
 
 

SISTERHOOD GOLDEN CARDS 

IN MEMORY OF 

 

FAYE JULIE 

MOTHER OF ED JULIE 

Synagogue Board & Affiliates 

Roz & George Hirschberg 

Adele & Joel Sussman 

Terri & Oscar Reicher 

Diane & Rich Seltzer 

Laura & Marty Siegel 

Edith & Ivan Voyticki 

Gerda & Ben Weltman 

Roz & Ed Seradzky 

Maxine & Barry Berger 

Rhita & Steve Gastwirth 

Michael Greenblatt 
 

DR. AARON L. MARK 

FATHER OF RABBI MARK 

Marcy & Dave Marcus 

Gerda & Ben Weltman 
 

WIFE OF NORMAN FRYMAN 

Stephanie & Richard Whitman 
 

HUSBAND OF SHEILA KOVAR 

Rox & George Hirschberg 

Barbara & Jerry Friedman 

 
 

SPEEDY RECOVERY 

 

CAROLINE BLECHERMAN 

Maxine & Barry Berger 
 

LISA DOPIRAK 

Maxine & Barry Berger 
 

SISTERHOOD CERTIFICATES 

IN MEMORY OF 
 

FAYE JULIE 

MOTHER OF ED JULIE 

Iris & Gene Fisher 
 

FRANK TOBIN MITZVAH FUND 

IN MEMORY OF 
 

MOTHER OF MARCY COHEN 

Elaine & Ken Tobin 
 

NEPHEW OF ROZ CARMIRIS 

Elaine & Ken Tobin 
 

FAYE JULIE 

MOTHER OF ED JULIE 

Betty Singer 
 

MOTHER OF SALLY FISHMAN 

Elaine & Ken Tobin 
 

 

BEN PITTEL YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP            

 

IN MEMORY OF 

 

DR. AARON L. MARK 

FATHER OF RABBI MARK 

Leslie & David Gleaner 
 

YOUTH FUND 

IN MEMORY OF 
 

FAYE JULIE 

MOTHER OF ED JULIE 

Gail & David Dodds 

Marisa & Rob Smith 
 

 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 

BUILDING RENOVATION 
 

IN MEMORY OF 
 

FAYE JULIE 

MOTHER OF ED JULIE 

Barbara Goldstein 

North Jersey Eye Associates 

Kedar Sankholkar 

Mary & Frank Sheydwasser 

Margo Fishler 

Rhoda & Ray Fishler 

Caroline & Sid Blecherman 

Annette & Mark Taffett 
 

IN HONOR OF 
 

ALICE HENKIN & JOHN NICOLICH 

30th ANNIVERSARY 

Jodi & Bernie Kashmann 

 

SAM GERSHON TORAH FUND 

IN MEMORY OF 
 

FAYE JULIE 

MOTHER OF ED JULIE 

Avia & Dennis Orland 

Bonnie &  Lou Grossman 
 

 

 

 

 

SHOMREI TORAH FUND 

IN HONOR OF 

BEN WELTMAN 

90th BIRTHDAY 

Evelyn Lieblich 

Joseph & Barbara Friedman 
 

A THANKFUL HEART 

Bonnie & Gary Amoroso 
 

YAHRZEIT FUND 

 

ISIDORE LIEBOVITZ 

Father of Marsha Greenberg 
 

DORIS SELTZER 

Mother of Richard Seltzer 
 

ANNA GUTKIN 

Aunt of Barry Berger 
 

MARTIN BRESLAU 

Father of Carol Fertig 
 

SIGMUND FISHLER 

Father of Ray Fishler 
 

MORTON ROCHMAN 

Father of Diane Seltzer 
 

IDA EZORSKY 

Mother of Maxine Berger 
 

RUTH B. SIEGEL 

Mother of Marty Siegel 
 

SYLVIA SEIDMAN 

Mother of Bruce Seidman 
 

ABRAHAM DYMANT 

Father of Marlene Seidman 
 

ROSE RADLER 

Great Grandmother of Eric Weis 
 

LAURENCE WEIS 

Brother of Eric Weis 
 

MERNIE SILVERMAN 

Uncle of Eric Weis 
 

NATHAN ELLIAS 

Father of Percy Ellias 
 

ROSLYN SHAIMAN 

Mother of Lee Shaiman 
 

MORTON ROCHMAN 

Husband of Barbara Rochman 
 

BERNARD SIMON 

Father of Jeffrey Simon 
 

MYRON GASTWIRTH 

Father of Steve Gastwirth 
 

FRED GORDON 

Husband of Doris Gordon 
 

JOEL HIRSH 

Father of Randee DeFranco 
 

ANNE URBACH 

Aunt of Harvey Miller 
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