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Temple Judea  
B’nei Mitzvah COVID Protocols 2020 

 
Each family will be offered two options for their B’nei Mitzvah ceremony: 

1. Live Bar/Bat Mitzvah in the Goor Sanctuary (adhering to guidelines below), OR 
2. Remote Bar/Bat Mitzvah using video conferencing platform (e.g., Zoom). 

 
In an effort to continue to focus on overall safety along with taking into consideration the latest 
medical, legal, and governmental guidelines, we will ask you and your guests to follow the 
criteria below if you select the Live option in the Goor Sanctuary.  These guidelines are subject 
to change.  We will adhere to all recent and applicable government orders, rules, and 
regulations.  We will attempt to provide as much notice as possible, but please understand there 
may be changes and factors beyond our control. 
 
Temple Judea Campus/Goor Sanctuary Guidelines 
 

1. Each family will be allowed 40 guests inclusive of the Bar/Bat Mitzvah family.  This does 
not include clergy and other Temple Judea staff, one videographer and one 
photographer. Infants in arms/strollers are excluded. 

2. Everyone will be required to wear a mask at all times while on campus and especially in 
the sanctuary. There are no exceptions except as noted below. 

3. Everyone entering the building will be temperature screened with a non-contact 
thermometer.  Any temperature reading of 100.1 or higher will not be permitted to enter. 

4. Guests will be expected to comply with all posted signage and directions. 
5. An electronic copy of a  guest list will be provided to Stacey Rutstein at the Temple 

Office by Tuesday the week of the event.  Guest lists must contain guest emails. 
a. Each guest will be sent an email with a COVID waiver. Guests should print out 

the waiver, sign it and bring it to the synagogue of the day of the bar/bat mitzvah. 
b. A guest who arrives without a signed waiver will be asked to do so at the 

entrance.  
c. No guest will be admitted without a signed waiver.  

6. The service will be limited to 75 minutes.  
7. The service will be broadcast over our livestream.  Guests not present can access the 

livestream without charge or password via the Temple Judea website, FB Live and 
YouTube Live.  

8. Air conditioning will be used during the service.  
9. There will be no communal kippot, tallitot or prayer books. 

a. Families that wish to obtain their own kippot may do so but they must be 
distributed in a manner that maintains social distance. 

10. The cantor for the event will be behind a Plexiglass barrier.  While behind the barrier, 
s/he will not be wearing a mask.  S/he will wear a mask at all other times.  

11. The rabbi will be socially distancing and wearing a mask at all times. 
12. The music director will wear a mask at all times. 
13. Clergy and professional staff may also choose to wear face shields at their discretion. 
14. Guests will sit in pews as marked.  Guests will sit as individuals because the Temple 

cannot monitor who is in a family bubble and who is not.  This excludes children able to 
sit on their parents' laps. 

15. There will be a pew reserved for the parents and siblings of the Bar/Bat Mitzvah who 
may sit together. 
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16. There will be no communal singing, responding to prayers such as the Torah blessings 
or responsive readings. The only people permitted to sing are the cantor and the Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah. 

17. The Bar/Bat Mitzvah will stand behind a Plexiglass barrier. While standing there, s/he is 
not required to wear a mask.  While behind the Plexiglass barrier, the Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
will be able to chant prayers, Torah and Haftarah. 

a. When not standing behind the Plexiglass barrier, the Bar/Bat Mitzvah must wear 
a mask at all times. 

b. The parents of the Bar/Bat Mitzvah may stand behind the Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
barrier when appropriate in the service.  While behind this barrier, they are not 
required to wear a mask. 

18. The only people permitted on the Bima will be limited to the clergy and the 
mother/father/siblings of the Bar/Bat Mitzvah and of course, the Bar/Bat Mitzvah. 

a. Aliyot will be read (not chanted) from the pews. No response is permitted. 
b. There will be no lifting of the Torah (hagbah) or dressing of the Torah (glilah). 
c. The Torah will not be returned to the Ark during the service. 
d. The mother/father/siblings may dress the Torah. 

19. The Torah will be out on the Bar/Bat Mitzvah lectern and rolled to the appropriate 
portion.  Each aliyah and maftir will be noted with a post-it note.  This will be reviewed at 
the rehearsal. 

20. The Bar/Bat Mitzvah will chant the Haftarah and the D’var Torah as per normal. 
21. The Bar/Bat Mitzvah will receive a blessing from the clergy.  Bar/Bat Mitzvah will stand 

behind Plexiglass without a mask.  Clergy will stand a minimum of 6 ft away and be 
wearing masks. 

22. Parents' blessing will take place behind the Bar/Bat Mitzvah Plexiglass and are not 
required to wear masks. 

23. There will be no Motzi and no Kiddush. 
24. At the moment, there are no receptions. 
25. Guests will be asked to leave the Sanctuary in a manner that maintains social 

distancing.  While on our campus, including the parking lot, there will be no hugging, 
etc.  Social distance is to be maintained at all times. 

26. Each student will have one rehearsal in the Sanctuary with the assigned cantor. 
27. Use of the bathrooms will be subject to social distancing.  A maintenance person will be 

present to clean after each use. 
28. The elevators are restricted to those who cannot access the sanctuary in any other 

way.  Some elevators in the building will accommodate 2 people; some will 
accommodate 4 people.  Signage will designate occupancy for COVID19. 

29. The parents/siblings/and Bar/Bat Mitzvah will be able to access the Sanctuary early for 
pictures on the Bima if desired.  They do not have to wear a mask, but anyone else (e.g., 
photographer) must wear a mask.  Pictures with the Torah are not permitted.  The Ark 
may be open or closed at your discretion. 

30. Temple Judea, at its sole discretion, reserves the right to alter these rules without notice. 
31. Temple staff and volunteers ask all guests to comply with these rules. 
32. Bar/Bat Mitzvah family members are expected to follow all of these guidelines, role 

modeling appropriately safe behavior to all their guests. 
33. Guests who do not comply will be asked to leave the campus.  


