
RECYCLING CRASH COURSE

TU BISHVAT JANUARY 16, 2022

TEMPLE BETH EL ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE CHANGE ACTION TEAM (ECCAT)

See to it that you do not spoil and destroy My world; for if you do, there will be no one else to repair it.

– Midrash Ecclesiastes Rabbah 7:13

Based on Dane County, WI



WELCOME

In the chat please share:

 Your name

 Your pronouns (optional)

 The town or city you’re in

 The place (room) you’re in

 What material is the floor in that space?

 What, if any, recycling questions do you have? 

Did you know that Madison has been 
collecting recycling for over 50 years? In 

September 1968 we began collecting 
newspapers, two years before the first 

Earth Day in 1970. It’s true! 

Madison’s is the oldest curbside 
recycling program in the 

United States. 



WASTE
When you throw your waste 

away, no additional sorting 

or pulling out of recyclables 

is done in the landfill. 

There are less than 10 years 

of landfill space remaining 

at Dane County's Rodefeld

Landfill.

In the City of Madison 

about 12.8% of what goes 

into recycling bins is trash.

July 2021



7 R’S OF WASTE

 Use these to help you decide what products to buy and 
how to dispose of what you have while using our 
planet’s resources responsibly.

 Rethink overall: what can be done differently?

 Can you refuse the item? Is it necessary?

 Can you reduce the amount or frequency of its use?

 Can it be reused?

 Can it be repaired?

 Can you rot or compost it? (Returning it to the earth.)

 And then, finally, is it recyclable?

City of Madison Reuse Suggestions: www.cityofmadison.com/streets/programs/reuseIt.cfm

https://www.cityofmadison.com/streets/programs/reuseIt.cfm


WHY RECYCLE

 Recycling is a community effort.

 In Wisconsin recycling is the law.

 Recycling keeps valuable 

material out of the landfill, and it 

saves energy and money.



Contamination or a contaminate is any 

unacceptable materials in your recyclables

(trash, food waste, wrong recyclable, etc.).

Materials Recovery Facility (MRF) (pronounced 

like ‘murph’), receives, separates, and prepares 

recyclables to be sold to an end buyer.



WISHCYCLING

 Wishcycling is recycling an 

item that belongs in the 

garbage. 

 What happens when we 

wishcycle?

 High contamination

 Eliminates export and 

domestic mill options

 Drives down material 

quality and increases $ 

penalties

 Pay twice to dispose

Do you ever put something 

in the recycling you aren’t 

sure belongs there?

When in 

DOUBT
Throw it OUT!



WHAT’S ACCEPTED CURBSIDE?



NEW PAPER CUP RECYCLING

 Madison residents can now recycle empty 

and dry paper cups.

 Your paper cups must be empty and dry 

before placing them into your recycling 

container.

 Plastic lids and straws should be removed 

from the cup and placed into the trash.

 The cardboard sleeve around takeout 

coffee cups should be removed and placed 

separately into the recycling.



“RECYCLABLE” VS. “CURBSIDE RECYCLABLE”

 Curbside recycling only collects a limited set 

of what can be recycled. 

 Plastic bags or films, electronics, yard waste, 

foam, batteries, and hazardous materials 

require special handling. Most areas have 

programs or places that accept these 

materials through special drop-off or pick-up 

programs. They do not go in your curbside 

cart. 

 Do Not Put in Cart 

(check for special recycling and disposal 

instructions)

 Electronics 

 Extension cords, 
holiday lights, etc. 

 Trash

 Plastic bags

 Batteries

 Propane tanks (any 
size)

 Clothes

 Diapers

 Fluorescent 
bulbs/tubes

 Hoses

 Rope

 Scrap wood

 Styrofoam 

 Water filters

 Other items per your 
municipality



“RECYCLABLE” VS. “CURBSIDE RECYCLABLE”

 The trash can and recycling bin are NOT 
appropriate places to deposit needles, lancets, 
and other sharps. Instead, utilize DNR’s 
interactive sharps collection station map at 
https://wisconsindnr.shinyapps.io/sharpscollect
orsite/ to find a location near you.

 These can harm waste management 
workers.

 Hazardous waste, such as items that could 
potentially be flammable, toxic to our water 
supply, etc., also requires special disposal. 
Check out Madison’s Clean Sweep for more 
info.

https://wisconsindnr.shinyapps.io/sharpscollectorsite/
https://landfill.countyofdane.com/services/clean-sweep


False

True or False?

Plastic bags belong in the recycling.



WHAT TO DO WITH PLASTIC BAGS?

 Do not place plastic bags or plastic film 
into the recycling. (Reuse when possible.)

 Many stores offer take-back programs 
that will recycle these materials. For a list 
of the stores where you can return bags, 
visit the Plastic Bags page at 
www.cityofmadison.com/recycling.

 State law, at present, prevents cities from 
banning or taxing plastic bags. So, your 
best choice is to avoid creating plastic 
bag and plastic film waste whenever 
possible, and return them to the retailer 
for recycling.

http://www.cityofmadison.com/recycling


Millie Zantow of Sauk 
County, WI, devised the 

plastics recycling 
numbering system and 

worked to get the 
national plastics 

recycling movement 
started.



False

True or False?

I should crush my recyclables to make them smaller.



SHAPE AND SIZE

 Curbside recyclables should be larger than a 

standard sticky note (2″ × 2″). 

 Paper (including cardboard) should be flat, 

while the rest of the recycling should be kept 

3D (don’t crush your cans).

 Replace lids to keep the shape. 



SHAPE AND SIZE

MRF uses special discs to sort 3D containers 

(cartons, plastic, tin, aluminum) down ▼ to the 

next sorting area, while flat objects (paper) ride 

up ▲ and over.



True

True or False?

I should rinse my containers before recycling them.



GIVE IT A RINSE

 Recyclable are like dishes—clean 

them and they can be used again.

 Empty, clean, and dry recyclables 
before adding them to your cart. 

 Keep food and liquid 

(contaminates) out of your 

recycling. These reduce the quality 

of the recyclable material and 

erode the revenue municipalities 

receive.

 Items with food residue are sorted 

as trash.

 Keep your cart lid closed. 

 This prevents weather or other contaminates from affecting your recyclables.

 Nothing should stick out more than 18 inches from the top of the cart.



CARTONS

 Carton containers for juice, milk, soup, wine, cream, and egg 
substitutes are all recyclable. 

 To recycle cartons, empty liquid, replace caps, and place 
uncrushed cartons (in original shape) in your recycling cart. 

 Cartons are primarily made from paper, with a layer of 
polyethylene (plastic), commonly mistaken for wax. Shelf-stable 
cartons, also known as aseptic cartons, contain layers of 
aluminum too, which protects the contents from light, air, and 
harmful bacteria so the contents stay safe longer. 

 Once recycled, the paper can be used to make new everyday 
paper items like paper towels and toilet paper, while the 
aluminum/plastic can be used to generate energy. Some 
companies even use the entire carton to make eco-friendly 
building materials!



False

True or False?

I should bag my recyclables before I put them 

in the recycling cart.



DON’T BAG – KEEP IT LOOSE!

 Place or empty recyclables loose into the 

cart! 

 Garbage should be bagged.

 Bagged recyclables are contaminates

 If you must use a plastic bag for recycling, use a 

clear bag so sorters can identify what is inside as 
recyclable. If the bag is not see-through, it will be 
assumed to be trash.

 Ready for sorting

 No contamination fees or rejected truckloads



EXCEPTION: SHREDDED PAPER 



True

True or False?

Paper window envelopes belong in the recycling.



WHAT TO DO WITH 

SHIPPING ENVELOPES

▪ Brown paper envelopes: 
recycle in your curbside bin 

or at a recycling drop-off 

center.

▪ Plastic shipping pouches or 

padded plastic mailers: 
recycle at a retail store that 

has a plastic bag 

collection bin (remove the 

shipping label and any 

packing slips).

▪ Padded paper envelopes 
with bubble wrap liner: toss 

in the trash (consider reuse 

options first).



ORAL CARE PRODUCTS

 Artisan Dental recycling 

program is the first oral care 
products recycling program in 
the Dane County area.  

 The program is designed to 
help keep toothbrushes, 

toothpaste tubes, floss 
containers, deodorant 
container, soap wrappers and 
mouthwash containers out of 
landfills.

 Supports Feeding America

https://artisandentalmadison.com/program-details/
https://artisandentalmadison.com/specific-product-info/


NOTES ON OTHER ITEMS

 Gift bags: Basic rule of thumb is to recycle only PAPER gift 
bags, tags, and cards. No metallic paper, no sparkles, no 
plastic attachments, and no rope or ribbon.

 Pizza boxes: Tear off the soiled part for the trash and 
recycle the clean part.

 Paper: Soiled, wet, or greasy paper should be placed in 
the trash. This includes used paper towels, napkins, and 
tissues, but the cardboard tube from paper towels or toilet 
paper is recyclable.

 Lids: Keep lids on plastic items and take them off glass 
items. Small metal lids like bottlecaps can be collected in 
an empty tin can and the top tightly pinched closed.

 Tanglers: Hoses, cords, hangers, and wires can tangle in 
the equipment, causing problems. They should be 
donated or trashed, not placed in recycling. Plastic bags 
and films are also tanglers and should be bundled and 
recycled at point-of-purchase locations.

 Collect from all rooms of your home, not just the kitchen. 



THERE’S AN APP 

FOR THAT

Recycle Coach is a free app 

that reminds you of your 

trash and recycling pick-ups, 

as well as information on 

recycling right (for Madison). 

https://www.cityofmadison.com/streets/refuse

/MyWasteApp.cfm

https://www.cityofmadison.com/streets/refuse/MyWasteApp.cfm


BECOME A MASTER 

RECYCLER

Session 1

Thursday, April 7, 12:00–1:30 pm

Thursday, April 14, 12:00–1:30 
pm

Session 2

Wednesday, July 20, 6:30–8:00 
pm

Wednesday, July 27, 6:30–8:00 
pm

 Sustain Dane offers a Master Recycler program 

developed in partnership with the City of Madison 

with support from The Carton Council. The 

program gives you the tools you need to teach 

your family, neighbors, friends, and coworkers 

how to improve recycling and community 

sustainability. Each session has two 90-minute 

classes to become a Master Recycler. 

 Topics include what makes recycling work and 

why we do it, local recycling basics, barriers to 

recycling, other waste streams, low waste living, 

and how to champion recycling in your 

community.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/master-recycler-tickets-169671886179
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/master-recycler-tickets-229145820317
https://sustaindane.org/sustain-dane-programs/#masterrecycler


SOURCES & ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
 Associated Recyclers of Wisconsin (AROW)

 Carton Council

 CanCentral: Recycling & Sustainability

 City of Madison Recycling Cart Lid 2018

 City of Madison Recyclopedia 2021

 City of Madison: Reuse It!

 Dane County Department of Waste & Renewables

 Dane County Department of Waste & Renewables Sustainability 

Campus

 Press Release: Recycle Your Cups

 Recycle Coach App (Madison)

 Sustain Dane: Recycle Better

 Trash Lab: Rethink. Protect. Redesign. (Dane County)

 UW-Recycling

 WPR: China Recycling Policy Causing Ripple Effects In Wisconsin

Specialty Recyclers

 Artisan Dental

 Middleton Recycling Center (for residents only) 

 Reynolds Urethane Recycling Inc. 

Facebook Pages

 Carton Council: Recycle Cartons

 Dane County Office of Energy & Climate Change 

 Recycle More Wisconsin

 Sustain Dane 

Videos

 Carton Council: Recycle Cartons YouTube Channel

 Dane County Department of Waste & Renewables YouTube Channel 

 Madison Recycling 50th Anniversary 

 PBS Wisconsin Education: Milly Zantow: Recycling Revolutionary

 Plastics One through Seven

 The Story of Plastic

https://www.recyclemorewisconsin.org/
https://www.recyclecartons.com/
https://www.cancentral.com/sustainability
https://www.cityofmadison.com/streets/recycling/documents/RecyclingCartLid2018.pdf
https://www.cityofmadison.com/streets/documents/Recyclopedia2021-web.pdf
https://www.cityofmadison.com/streets/programs/reuseIt.cfm
https://landfill.countyofdane.com/
https://landfill.countyofdane.com/projects/WastandRenewableProjects/Sustainability-Campus
https://www.cityofmadison.com/news/recycle-your-paper-cups
https://www.cityofmadison.com/streets/refuse/MyWasteApp.cfm
https://sustaindane.org/better/
https://landfill.countyofdane.com/documents/PDFs/TrashLab-EnglishBooklet.pdf
https://sustainability.wisc.edu/recycling/
https://www.wpr.org/china-recycling-policy-causing-ripple-effects-wisconsin
https://artisandentalmadison.com/program-details/
https://www.cityofmiddleton.us/recyclingcenter
http://www.reynoldsurethanerecycling.com/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/RecycleCartons/
https://www.facebook.com/DaneOECC/
https://www.facebook.com/RecycleMoreWisconsin
https://www.facebook.com/sustaindane/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYdSyBKxbwsMnG24JqmtiDw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmGPXu4Yqpdxq6rwtpPh8IQ
https://youtu.be/TCJimb_tT_8
https://youtu.be/-aD8A_2pK2c
https://youtu.be/AM6-NqmzI1I
https://vimeo.com/464987600



