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Temple Beth El’s 52nd Annual Food-A-Rama Luncheon Offers a  
Delicious Break from Partisan Strife on Election Day 

Our nation’s political climate is contentious these days, yet we can all agree to enjoy good food!  

After you vote on Tuesday, November 6, head over to Temple Beth El, 2702 Arbor Drive, to enjoy 
delicious deli-style food and baked goods at the annual Food-A-Rama luncheon, now in its 52nd year.  

When the event began in 1966, the organizers chose Election Day because the temple building was a 
polling place. Voting no longer takes place there, yet Food-A-Rama chair Leslie Kemp explains that the 
event continues as a “celebration of democracy,” noting, “we can have this delicious food and come 
together, whether we are Democrat or Republican or independent.”  

Each year, Temple Beth El Sisterhood serves or delivers more than 1,100 lunches at Food-A-Rama. The 
entire community is invited to enjoy tasty corned beef sandwiches, kosher-style hot dogs, 
Mediterranean vegetarian platters, scrumptious baked goods, and more.  

Kemp notes that Food-A-Rama offers a rare chance to eat a good corned beef sandwich. “People are 
eating healthier these days, but this is once a year—it’s a treat. And for those who have been to New 
York City or Chicago, it’s nostalgia—the corned beef, potato salad, dill pickle.” 

Dine-in hours are 11:00 am to 1:30 pm. Bakery and deli sales are 10:00 am to 1:30 pm. Bakery sales 
feature homemade pies, cakes, tortes, bars, and Jewish delicacies including rugelach and mandelbrot. 
Deli items include corned beef, frozen matzah ball soup and cabbage soup, fresh chopped liver, and 
challah. Potato knishes, a favorite historic recipe welcomed back for the 50th anniversary in 2016, will be 
available again. Popular items sell out quickly, so come early!  

This tasty event helps to support many causes in the Madison area, including Camp Shalom 
scholarships, Temple Beth El, and other community organizations. Ellen Weismer, director of Camp 
Shalom, said, “Camp Shalom serves campers from all over the Madison area, from different schools and 
neighborhoods. Everyone brings their own experiences with them and we do our best to create 
programming and activities that appeal to every camper. In 2018 we received more than 115 
scholarship requests from families with an average yearly income of $30,000. We also received many 
requests for lunch/meal support from families who typically get lunch and breakfast during the school 
year. We are incredibly grateful to Food-A-Rama and Temple Beth El Sisterhood for the continued 
support to our Camp Shalom Scholarship Fund and helping us to ensure that we can make every day a 
great day for every camper.” 

A donation from Food-A-Rama will also fund the tool budget for the Goodman Youth Farm, part of the 
Community GroundWorks nonprofit. Temple Beth El Sisterhood chose the farm as a recipient in 
recognition of its place at the intersection of food and community, like Food-A-Rama itself. Jennica 



Skoug, farm manager, noted that last year’s donation enabled the purchase of numerous trowels, hoes, 
and other supplies for use in its programs, which engage diverse populations in hands-on, agriculturally 
based education. 

Everyone is welcome at Food-A-Rama! For order forms, photos, videos, and more, visit food-a-
rama.com. Delivery orders must be received at food-a-rama.com by November 1 (five lunch minimum; 
Madison area only). Carry-out orders can be placed at food-a-rama.com until noon on Monday, 
November 5, or by phone at (608) 467-3196 on Election Day. 

For more information, contact Leslie Kemp at (608) 798-4212 or email sisterhoodfoodarama@gmail.com. 

 

Photo opportunities:  

Temple Beth El Sisterhood is holding numerous cooking sessions (at Temple Beth El, 2702 Arbor Dr., 608-
238-3123) between now and Nov. 4 to prepare for this Nov. 6 event. These cooking sessions offer an 
excellent opportunity to obtain photographs and interviews with volunteers in action. Upcoming sessions 
include Knishes (Sun. Oct. 7 and Tues. Oct. 9), Cookies (Oct. 21) and Chopped Liver (Nov. 4), all 8:00 
am–12:00 pm. 

Additional photo archives are available at https://www.tbemadison.org/food-a-rama-press. 
Alternatively, we are happy to provide photos for publication (email 
sisterhoodfoodarama@gmail.com). 
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