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Dear Temple Beth El congregants,
We are honored to be your spiritual leaders. We are privileged to share your most important moments, your 
times of joy and celebration, sadness and transition, and simply the daily experiences that impact us all.
As we welcome 2023, we, like you, are looking to the future. As a clergy team, we are planning and 
working together to ensure our congregation’s spiritual vitality for years to come.
Temple leadership is also planning for our future, having taken the bold step of establishing the 
Endowment for Spiritual Leadership to ensure our continued vibrant and inclusive spiritual life.
This endowment will provide crucial support for our congregation’s future. Your generous contribution is 
essential. Already, thanks to the initial gifts of two lead households and many other generous members, 
we are more than halfway to the $8 million goal of fully funding the endowment.
Your contribution is critical to achieve our congregation’s priorities. Please make your donation or a 
pledge for future giving by June 30, 2023. We support the Temple leadership’s goal of 100% participation 
of congregational households at an amount that is meaningful and transformational for you.
The success of the Endowment for Spiritual Leadership campaign will ensure that Temple Beth El 
continues to thrive in the Madison community.
Your meaningful contribution will support our congregation in the way that the prophet Jeremiah hoped 
would be the result of planting a tree by a river: “Its leaves are ever fresh; it has no care in a year of 
drought; it does not cease from bearing fruit” (Jeremiah 17:8). May the spiritual life of our congregation 
continue to be fruitful for generations to come.
Sending you our very best,

Rabbi Jonathan Biatch     Cantor Jacob Niemi

Pledge Now to 
Transform
Our  Future
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What is an endowment?
An endowment is a fund invested to generate 
interest income for a specific purpose.

How will the Endowment for Spiritual 
Leadership benefit Temple Beth El? 
The Endowment for Spiritual Leadership 
will provide a consistent, ongoing source 
of income beyond the funds from annual 
contributions and donations to support 
the employment of our spiritual leadership, 
helping create and sustain a vibrant, inclusive, 
and engaged community.

WHAT  
 is the Endowment for Spiritual Leadership?

How is your endowment gift different from your annual membership contribution?

 

Annual contributions cover operating expenses and fund our innovative programming.
 

 
 
 

An endowment gift is invested, not spent. The income on the principal provides  
sustaining revenue now and is a crucial resource for future generations.

membership  
contributions 

current-year  
expenses

endowment  
giving

LONG-TERM 
FINANCIAL  
SECURITY

endowment 
generates 
ongoing  
income 

$ $ $ $



Why $8 million?
An $8 million endowment will provide  
sufficient yearly interest income to fully fund 
the costs of employing our spiritual leaders, 
providing financial stability for them and for 
the congregation.

How is the endowment related to the 
upcoming rabbinic transition?
The overlap in timing of the Endowment for 
Spiritual Leadership and the rabbi search 
process is coincidental. 
When in-person gathering was limited during the 
pandemic, the high value of clergy leadership 
in our community became even more evident 
than usual.
Because of this, the endowment was established 
in early 2021 to better meet Temple Beth El’s 
ongoing needs in a changing world, well before 
the rabbinic transition date was determined.

Why not increase membership  
contributions instead? 
We encourage members to increase annual 
contributions to help meet rising costs. 
In order to meet future needs, an endowment 
is a crucial resource that provides sustaining 
income now and for future generations. 

Why now?
Temple Beth El is thriving. With 33 new 
member families in 2022, we are excited 
about our continued growth. Yet expenses 
are rising too, making it important to have a 
consistent, stable source of annual revenue. 
The income generated from the Endowment 
for Spiritual Leadership will ensure our long-
term spiritual vitality.

WHY  
 does Temple Beth El need the  
  Endowment for Spiritual Leadership?

$8M



Make your gift now, over the next 
five years, or in your estate plan.
Gifts made now help build Temple Beth El’s 
financial stability while providing tax benefits.

Give now and help grow the 
endowment
• Donate by mailing a check to Temple 

Beth El, or by paying through electronic 
check or credit card at tbemadison.org/
SpiritualLeadership

• If you’re over 70½, direct a distribution to 
Temple Beth El from your IRA

• Donate appreciated stock or other 
property and avoid capital gains tax

Make a legacy gift (no cost during 
your lifetime) 
• Name Temple Beth El in your will or 

revocable trust 
• Name Temple Beth El as the beneficiary of 

your life insurance or IRA
• Redirect your existing planned giving to 

the Endowment for Spiritual Leadership 
(to make this change, please provide a 
signed letter to Stefanie Kushner, executive 
director)

Give over multiple years 
Make your pledge by: June 30, 2023 (to meet 
our goal of 100% participation) 
Pay in full by: June 30, 2028 
Pledge now at tbemadison.org/
SpiritualLeadership or return the enclosed 
card

HOW and WHEN  
        can I give?
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We need your help 
to reach 100% participation.

Please join the many Temple Beth El members who have already given to the 
Endowment for Spiritual Leadership. We thank these donors as of December 30, 2022:

This list of donors includes 100% participation by the Temple Beth El Board of Trustees.  
Please make your pledge today and help us reach 100% participation of the entire congregation.

Anonymous 
Betsy Abramson & David Seligman
Julius & Hilde Adler
Rozan & Brian Anderson
Josh Arnold
Lynne Ballesta
Scott Baumann & Lynn Verger
Eve Siegel Beck
Lonnie & Melissa Berger 
Bergum family
Joanna S. Berke
Niles & Linda Berman
Aaron & Nancy Brower
Laurie Buchalter & Larry Kohn
Charles & Sue Center
Leslie & Russell Coff
Charles L. Cohen & Christine A. Schindler
Cari & Stephen DiTullio
Greg Dutch & Sandy Estep 
Frederick Edelman
Rabbi Irvin & Vivian Ehrlich
Pam & Howard Erlanger
Barbara & Dan Esser
Julie Jacobs Feingold & David B.  
Feingold in memory of their parents
Amy & Marty Fields
Herb Frank
Joel Frank
Marla & Larry Frank family
Bonnie Denmark Friedman &  
Gary H. Friedman (z''l)
Jacki & Milt Friend

Susanna & Jamie Goldberg
Amie Goldman & David Gundersen
Alaina & Charlie Goldstone
Janice Gratch & Steven Wilensky
Paul Grossberg & Dean Ziemke 
Dan & Michelle Gustafson
Marsha & Jim Harnett
Horler family
Harriet & Alan (z''l) Hyman
Dan & Gwen Jacobsohn
Carly & Brian Jacobson
Stephen & Linda Kailin
Glenn & Marta Karlov
Barbara Katz & Stephen Fleischman
Julia Katz, Willie Choi, and family
Diane Kravetz & Mark Saltzman
Dale Kunin & Les Goldsmith 
Merilyn Kupferberg
Stefanie & David Kushner and family
Larry & Jean Landweber
Rachel Leader
Vic & Judy Levine
Victor & Susan Levy
Dan & Bettine Lipman
Janel & Steve Lipton and family
Debbie Machalow
Valerie S. Mannis
Kathy & Tim Mazur
Marty & Gail Megeff
Steven Morrison & Goldie Kadushin
Evan Moss & Joe Loehnis
Melissa & Dan Osborne

Scott & Dorothy Paler
Robert & Janelle Pasch
Allen & Mona Paschen
Mark & Judy Paschen
Evan & Jane Pizer
Linda Reivitz
Gary & Judy Ries
Jeffrey & Judith Ross
Joshua & Wonah Ross
Karen & Harry Roth
Cathy & Ron Rotter
Jon & Kendra Sager
Schmick family
Alan & Laurie Schwartzstein
David & Shelley Schwarz
Sarah & Adam Sherman
Joe Silverberg
Susan Sinaiko (z''l) 
Debbie & Jack Spear
Kristen Sterken & Zach Galin 
Maryann Sumi & Carl Sinderbrand
Julie Swedarsky
Jane Taves
Marjorie Tobias
Jeannie & Art Waldman
Mel & Pat Weinswig
Liz Whitesel
Mike & Sara Wisdom
Mitchell & Suzanne Wolf
Roger Wolkoff
Jim & Nan Youngerman



2702 Arbor Drive
Madison, WI 53711-1825
608-238-3123 | tbemadison.org

Pledge Now to 
Transform
Our Future
Help us reach 100%  
congregational participation!
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