
Joint Jewish Burial Society (JJBS) Report 2020 

The Covid 19 pandemic has meant that the JJBS has become a key Jewish organisation as the burial 

society undertaking the funerals of members during this time. Here is my report including extracts 

from the JJBS papers for the JJBS AGM to be held on 23 June. 

The number of funerals increased by between 90 and 95 between March and May 2020 due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic, although it has not always been clear whether a funeral is a Covid related one or 
not. There did not appear to be a second peak in winter 2020-21. Due to the social distancing 
guidance and risks of infection to the rabbis and staff, no relatives were present at the funerals held 
from 23 March 2020 to 21 May 2020. Most relatives have been able to watch the service conducted 
by a rabbi using remote viewing programmes however the Society is keen to enable all mourners to 
attend services at the cemetery as soon as possible. 
 
Funerals carried out during 2020:  
382  (2019 - 283).  
Of these 24% were for non-members (2019 - 23%).  
Of the funerals carried out 31% (2019 - 31%) were cremations. 
 

There were 80 (2019 - 65) funeral expenses claims paid to National members. 
 
In addition, there have been many stone settings delayed in 2020 and these are now being 
rescheduled. All services will continue to be organised within the government’s guidelines. 
 
The number of adults covered at the end of December 2020: 

the London scheme 15,274 (2019 – 15,109) and 
the National scheme  2,383 (2019- 2,403). 

 
I would like to thank the Senior Sexton Mitzi Kalinsky and Sextons Ian Jacobs and Andrew Lewis who 
worked under extreme pressure and with the threat of disease transmission, and the distress vented 
at them by bereaved relatives who could not hold a normal funeral. The JJBS is providing Counselling 
Support for them.  
 
JJBS has been reconstituted. The AGM is on 23 June. At that meeting all the Executive and Board (12 
people in total) will be elected. The Synagogue representative governors (I am the governor for 
Radlett Reform) will become an advisory body and cease to be trustees.   
 

Paula Wood 

 

  

 

 


