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In the past year, what would we have done without Zoom!  Although we were unable to utilise 
our building, we adapted our thinking to enable us to continue to be together as a community, 
and have enjoyed varied, online events including quiz evenings, demonstrations of flower 
arranging and Pesach and Shavuot cookery, talks on the Jewish East End, the History of the 
High Street, the Jewish contribution to the British Film Industry and Willesden Cemetery. Plus 
‘Jews and Victory in Europe’ to commemorate Remembrance Day.  We also held a 
photographic competition that was open to all age groups and a very successful RealBridge 
Tournament. 
 
Texts from the Tanakh, Novel Talmud and the Pins and Needles groups have continued to 
meet regularly on-line and as restrictions lift, we look forward to them returning to face-to-face 
meetings. 
 
With the ongoing assistance of many volunteers, during this period of lockdown we have 
supported our community by telephone contact, and I would like to thank everyone for their 
time, help, kindness and assistance. 
 
Although unable to use our building for most of the year, maintenance has continued. A new 
boiler was installed in the Back Hall, repairs were made to leaking gutters and to both the roofs 
of the Synagogue and Back Hall, where tile safety guards have also been fitted.  
 
As lockdown is easing, to enable utilisation of the building, we have developed and 
implemented COVID safe systems throughout and an on-line booking system for those 
wishing to attend in-person services.   
 
At the end of 2020, our long-term caretaker Chris Maphosa decided to leave the synagogue 
following a period of furlough, and recruitment for his replacement is ongoing. 
 
I welcome this opportunity to thank staff for their flexibility, diligence, and innovation of over 
the past year and we are all looking forward to welcoming members back to the building. 
 

Pippa Suchet 


